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AMERICAN EDITOR'S IMIEEACE. 



I have undertaken the translation and elaboration of " Riickert's 
Clinical Experience in Homoeopathy, of a complete collection of all the 
cures and practical remarks recorded in the literature of Homoeopathy 
from the year 1822 to 1850;" of which this little treatise on Headaches 
forms the first part : 

(1). Because it possesses much practical value, and will lead to the 
better homoeopathic treatment of the sick ; 

(2). Because it evin much industry and honesty <»f 

purpose, that it of itself furnishes strong proof thai Bomq homoeopathic 

physicians, at least, arc both pain-taking and -incere; 

(3). Because Riickert fa 1 and compared the experience of 

all classes of homoeopathic physicians with the mosl wonderful Guthful- 

and impartiality, utterly regardless of his own preferences and 

opinions, and without the least, trace of a narrow, sectarian or bigoted 

spirit ; 

(4). And finally, because 1 believe that the experience of the nume- 
rous physicians he has recorded is as real and true, as the majority, at 

least, of all that is published in the general annals of medicine. 



PREFACE. 



One is strongly led to Avisb, that an equally complete collection of 
allopathic cures, effected by a single remedy in each case, had been 
compiled faithfully and impartially by some one of the dominant school, 
who is as honest, well educated, and liberal as Ruckert. In defaidt of 
this, I have occasionally alluded in various notes scattered through the 
work to the best established old school curative and palliative treatment, 
by way of contrast with the homoeopathic, and for the information of 
such medical students and young practitioners into whose hands this 
treatise may fall. 

I trust that no excuse will be necessary for enlarging the eighty-five 
cases of Headache reported by Ruckert into the present treatise. Ruckert 
truly says : " There are but few diseases to which the human frame is 
liable, in which painful sensations about the head do not occur more or 
less frequently ; but few proximate or remote causes which are capable 
of exciting disease at all, that do not frequently cause headaches ; and 
yet, there are but few monographs on the subject of Headaches ; but 
few works on the Theory and Practice of Medicine in which they are 
treated of fully and systematically. On the other hand, how fre- 
quently is the practical physician called upon to relieve and cure heacr- 
aches ;" and how scanty have been the aids to cure, compared with the 
frequent demands for cure ! It is true that the admirable articles of Dj. 
Black, in the British Journal, and of Dr. Tietze, reprinted in the Boston 
Quarterly Journal of Homoeopathy, have lately done much toward* 
lightening the labours of physicians in the treatment of headaches ; still 
Ruckert correctly judged that it could not prove an unnecessary task 
to collect and arrange all the cases of cure to be found in the published 
records of Homoeopathy. 

As Ruckert confined himself to a bald and condensed statement of 
cases and their treatment, it was regarded as imperatively necessary to 
add a few general introductory remarks upon the Nature and Causes of 
the different varieties of Headache. (See page xi.) 

As he limited his excerpts almost exclusively to the German Medical 
Journals, it was felt incumbent to add the cases most easy of access 
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published in the French, English and American works, and periodicals 
(see eases, 2, 3, 5, 0, 7. IS. 19, 20. 40, 41. 47, 55, 50, 58, 59, 0], 02, 
63, 71, 81, 82, S3. 84. 85, SO, 98, 111, 112 to 114. and 103.) 

As his remarks are almost entirely clinical, or drawn from bed-side 
experience, it w od to me to add other indications for the 

selection and tee of remedies against Headaches, to be drawn princi- 
pally from their well-known pathogenetic and curative effects. (See 
Synopsis, page 101. and numerous notes scattered through the body of 
the work.) 

Although Ruckert has been as minute in his directions about the size 
and repetition strict adherence to his authorities would 

allow, still the publisher requested the addition of still more explicit 
directions. In the notes on doses, I have mainly followed tho advice 
and practice of my lamented friend Dr. Noack, late of the Leipzig 
Homoeopathic Hospital, and of the celebrated Fleisehman, of the Vienna 
Hospital. Personal opportunities of observing their practice have strongly- 
prejudiced me in its favour, corroborated as it then was, and now is, by 
the successful re>uit- of many thousand cases of every variety of disease. 

[ have also added short articles upon several remedies, viz. : Arum, 
Carb. veg., Glonoine, Gratioia, Hepar sulph. and Iris versicolor, and regret 
that time and space would not permit me to allude to a few other w ell 
established remedies _ ronic and nervous headaches. 

Thus Riick^rt's valuable, but bald compilation and condensation of 
cured cases, has been gradually enlarged and modified into a more or 
less complete treatise on Heada 

I feel constrained, however, to make a few remarks upon the varieties 
of pain, which have been met in the course of translation. Everv 
English and American physician is necessarily surprised at the infinite 
variety of pains, which the German-, describe so readily; we admit 
aches and pains in general, make some distinction between constant and 
intermitting pains, between dull and sharp pains, fixed and shooting- 
pains, &c, but we know little about the wonderfully numerous, and 
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minute distinctions of pain admitted by the Germans. Still, these 
trivialities, or profoundly accurate distinctions, whichever they may be, 
are inherent in the German mind ; I shall never forget my first surprise, 
at hearing these minute distinctions admitted, and fluently spoken of, by 
peasants and mechanics, not only in the Homoeopathic Hospitals of 
Leipzig and Vienna, but also in the large Allopathic Hospitals of 
Dresden, Leipzig, Berlin, Vienna, Munich, and others. In Riickert's 
part of this work I have encountered the following kinds of pain, among 
others: Klopfend-stechend, or throbbing-piercing ; Klemmend, or com- 
pressing ; Stechend-bohrend, or piercing-boring ; Klopfend-reissend, or 
throbbing-rending, or tearing ; Driickend, or pressing, or aching ; Betau- 
bender, or stupefying ; Glucksender, or clucking pain ; Klopfender, or 
throbbing, or beating ; Reissender, or rending, or tearing ; Auseinander- 
pressender, or asunder-pressing pain ; Pressender, or pressing ; Zersprin- 
gender, or bursting pain ; Wogender, or dashing- beating; Schwappender, 
or undulating-dashing ; Ziehend, drawing ; Spannend, tension-pain ; 
driickend-pressend, i. e. pressing-pressing, or pressing-squeezing, or 
aching-pressing pain ; Schraubender, screwing ; Zwangender, pinching ; 
Herauspressend, out-pressing ; Zusammen-pressend, together-pressing ; 
Ziehend-wuhlend, drawing-rooting pain ; and many others, some of 
which have no real meaning, or are of no practical value to any except 
a hair-splitting pedant, who doubtless would overlook the state of the 
most important functions, neglect the most palpable and significant 
physical signs, and think it of no importance to ferret out the exact 
seat, or nature of any disease. 

Still, to a certain degree, the character of the pain varies according to 
the nature or seat of the disease, and in many instances is a sufficient guide 
to a discrimination between some forms of disease, and often enables 
a homoeopathic practitioner to select a curative remedy, which else had 
been next to impossible. In a forthcoming work, I will take occasion 
to enter fully into the signification of the principal varieties of pain, and 
their appropriate treatment. 

One great objection may be raised against this and similar works, 
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viz. : that all the cases reported are successful ones. Malaise and Hen- 
derson have published several unsuccessful trials, and Dr. Black, in his 
Article on Headache,* says that he had intended, if space permitted, to 
report several cases in Avhich treatment proved of no avail ; but such 
statements might merely afford an opportunity for some less honest 
physician to insinuate that a wrong medicine had been given, or that a 
better indicated one might easily have been selected. Hence he con- 
tents himself with simply stating the fact, that several unsuccessful cases 
had occurred in his own practice, as well as in that of other physicians, 
in order that those just commencing homoeopathic practice might not 
suppose, from silence on this point, that all cases admit of at least tem- 
porary relief;, nor be too much disappointed when they meet with such 
instances. He says it is advisable from the outset to make the patient 
fully understand, that chronic headache of many years' standing cannot 
reasonably be expected to be cured in a few months, and may not even 
be alleviated in that time, but as a general rule, relief, if not a cure may 
be looked for in most cases, after the lapse of some months, or one or 
two years. Of sixty-six cases of chronic and sick headache treated at 
the New York Homoeopathic Dispensary in 1851, eleven were cured, 
seventeen much relieved, and thirty-eight remained under treatment ; in 
1848, of eleven cases, seven were cured, one improved, two not im- 
proved, and one unknown. In the General Homoeopathic Hospital 
Report,f of fifty-three cases of chronic headache, seventeen were cured, 
and sixteen much relieved ; of fifty-eight cases of nervous and sick headache, 
fifty-six were cured and two not cured ; of one hundred and thirty-eight 
cases of rheumatic and gouty headache, one hundred and thirty-five were 
cured, and three not cured. Of two hundred and nineteen cases reported 
by Kiesselbach of Bremen, one hundred and ninety-nine were cured, and 
twenty unknown. Thus, of five hundred and forty-five cases of Head- 
ache, of all kinds, no less than four hundred and twenty-five were cured 
under homoeopathic treatment, thirty-four were relieved, and sixty-six 

* See Brit. Jour, of Horn., vol 5. 

t See Annual Report of the New York Homoeopathic Dispensary for 1851. 



cases were either not relieved, or the result was unknown. Although 
some of these reports are more favorable than the general praotitionei 
may always meet with in his own practice, still it will be impossible, after 
consulting some of the cases <riven in this treatise, to deny that many 
persons suffering with chronic headaches may obtain permanent relief 
under homoeopathic treatment; see cases 3, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 14, 17, 21, 
22, 27, 28, 29, 32, 34, 37, 40, 41, 43, 44, 46, 48, 49, 51, 52, 55, 56, 
59, 63, 64, 65, 71, 74, 77, 78, 79, 80, 82, 86, 88, 89, 92, 95, 98, 104, 
105, and others. 

N.B. A volume on Apoplexy, Inflammations and Dropsy of the 
Brain, similar in design and execution to the above, is in an advanced 
Ktate of preparation and will soon be published. 

J. C. PETERS. 

742 Broadway, Kkw York. 



ON THE 



NATURE AND CAUSES 



HEADACHES. 



In order to render this treatise rather more complete, it has 
been regarded as imperatively necessary to make introductory 
remarks upon the different varieties of Headache, of which 
cases of cure have been reported in the following pages. 

Of the cases reported by Eiickert, he has assumed that : 

(a). Six cases, had a nervous character ; viz. : cases 9 and 
16, cured by Bell. ; 72 and 76, cured by Mix ; and 96, by 
Pulsatilla. 

(b). That twenty -seven, were cases of Hemicrania, Migraine 
or One-sided headache, viz. : cases 9 and 10, cured by Bell. ; 
29, by Calc. ; 46, by China ; 57, by Ignat. ; 67, 69 and 70, by 
Xatrum ; 74, 76, 77, 78, 79 and 81, by Mix v. ; 87, by Opium; 
92 and 96, by Puis. ; 101 and 102, by Sang. ; 103, 104, 107, 
108, 109 and 110, by Sepia ; 112 and 118, by Spigelia. 

(c). Eleven cases had a congestive character, viz. : cases 14, 
15 and 16, cured by Bell. ; 30, 34, 35 and 36, cured by Calc. 
c ; 37, by Camph. ; 68, by Natrom ; 94, by Puis. ; and 104, by 
Sepia. 

(d). Nine cases had a rheumatic character ; viz. : cases 23, 
24 and 25, cured by Bryon. ; 44, by Causticum ; 54, by Dulc. ; 
61, by Merc; 101, by Sang. ; 108, by Sepia. 

(e). Five cases, were of a gastric nature, or attended with 
derangement of the stomach, viz. : case 14, cured by Bellad. ; 
33, cured by Calc. ; 43, cured by Causticum ; 95, by Puis. ; 
119, by Sulph. 
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(1). Witt retching to vomit, in case 21, cured by Bryonia. 

(2). "With nausea and vomiting in general, in eleven cases, 

viz.: case 4, cured by Arnica; 22, by Bryonia ; 42, by Cans- 

ticum ; 57, by Ignat. ; 07 and 70, by Natrum ; 76, 78 and 80, 
by Nux; 106, by Sepia; and 121, by Sulph. 

(3). With vomiting of bitter substances in two cases, viz.: 
case 12, cured by Bellad. ; and 97, by Puis. 

(4). With bilious vomiting in live cases, viz.: case 31, cured 
by Calc; 72, 74 and 77, by Nux; and 92, by Puis. 

(f). Twenty-two cases bore a periodical character, occur- 
ring in paroxysms, viz.: case 8, cured by Asarum ; cases 9, 
10, 12 and 16, by Bellad.; case 26, by Bryon. ; case 45, by 
Cham.; case 46, by China; 52, by Coloc. ; 53, by Creosot. ; 
cases 65, 66 and 70, cured by Katrum ; cases 72, 74, 77 and 
79, by Nux ; and cases 120, 122, 123 and 124, by Sulph. 

(</). Fourteen cases were of an undetermined character, viz. : 
case 1, cured by Aeon. ; 11, 13 and 17, by Bellad. ; 27, 28, 
32, 35 and 36, by Calc. ; 49 and 50, by Coloc. ; 73, by Nux ; 
88, by Phosph.; and 91, by Puis. 

1. NERVOUS HEADACHES. 

These are generally understood to include periodical and 
neuralgic headaches, Hemicranias, Migraines, one-sided, or 
uni-lateral headaches, and some forms of so called sick-head- 
ache, viz. : those in which no disturbance of the stomach has 
been evident before the headache set in, and nausea and 
vomiting do not occur until after the pain in the head has 
lasted some time, and become severe. The substances vomited 
in an attack of true nervous headache are generally desti- 
tute of acid, bile or any acrid property ; while in aicA-headache, 
previous derangement of the stomach, bowels or liver is 
generally evident, and undigested food, bile, or some other 
offending substance is always vomited up. 

Nervous headaches occur most frequently in delicate males 
and females of a highly nervous temperament, and are apt to 
be reproduced by any unusual excitement, by joy, hope fear 
excessive pleasure, anxiety, fasting, fatigue, &c. They are 
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said, generally to depend upon a feeble, disturbed, or irritable 
state of the nervous system ; still, as the Great Sympathetic 
nerve in some of its ramifications is the most common seat of 
the disorder, and this nerve also presides over the circulation 
of the blood, we are apt to have more or less of passive or 
active congestion, attending the so-called nervous affection. 
It has long been a stumbling-block in the way of pathologists 
to explain why a weakened and debilitated state of a nerve 
should be followed by pain, rather than of loss of sensation ; 
or by congestion, rather than anaemia ; but late experiments 
by Claude Bernard have apparently thrown much light upon 
this point. He says it has been known for a long time that 
cutting the medulla spinalis through, or certain other nervous 
trunks, such as the par vagum, the sciatic nerve and others, 
will cause a general or partial, but decided diminution of the 
warmth of the body; but the reverse of this is the case when 
the great sympathetic is cut through. Bernard noticed in 
cutting through the cervical branch of the sympathetic nerve 
which unites the cervical ganglions, that there followed imme- 
diately, an increase in the heat of the corresponding side of 
the face, which could very easily be appreciated by the hand, 
and which was found to be from 4° to 6° centigrade higher 
by the thermometer. When the superior cervical ganglion of 
the great sympathetic was entirely extirpated, Bernard found 
the same effect produced with even greater intensity ; and at 
the same time that the heat was increased, the circulation of 
the blood became more active. This new phenomenon of 
increased calorification continued for a long time ; Bernard 
found it to last at times for several successive months, without 
being attended with, or followed by any appearance of inflam- 
mation or oedema, or any other pathological change. If all 
this be true, it is easy to understand why a feeble state of 
the sympathetic nerve may be attended by heat and con- 
gestion to the head. The occurrence of pain is explained in 
a similar way : 

Bernard asserts, that when a nerve of sensation is cut, every 
one knows a loss of feeling in the part to which it is distributed 
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is produced; but the n verse is the case when the great sympa- 
thetic is cut; if the superior cervical ganglion be extirpated , 
the sensibility of the whole corresponding side of the face is 
augmented ; and it is particularly in the eye that this pheno- 
menon can be detected with most ease. Somewhat similar 
experiments by other physiologists, were cited by the translator 
as early as 1841, in the second volume of the Homoeopathic 
Examiner, old series, p. 131. If these things be really true, 
it is very easy to infer, that a debilitated condition of certain 
parts of the great sympathetic nerve may be followed by heat 
and congestion to the head, pain about one side of the head, 
one temple or one eye; in fact, by all the phenomena of 
nervous headache or hemicrania. 

There is one form of true nervous headache, which 
might very properly be termed the nervous sick-head- 
ache, because it is attended with violent and long continued 
nausea, retching and vomiting; it is frequently mistaken 
for the true gastric, dyspeptic, or bilious sick-headache. 
Although I am very far from denying that some derange- 
ment of the stomach or blood often causes headache, still 
I feel convinced that the nausea, retching and vomiting 
which attend nervous sick-headache, are always sympa- 
thetic and secondary, to a primary disorder of the brain, 
or nervous system. The true nervous sick-headache pro- 
bably arises from an affection of the right Corpus Striatum ; 
at least experiments conducted by Budge seem to prove 
this almost conclusively ; after killing a young dog, he removed 
the skull rapidly, while an assistant laid open the abdomen 
and exposed the bowels ; the hemispheres of the brain were 
then cut away, the Corpus callosum raised, and the Corpora 
quadrigeinina and Corpus Striatum irritated with a sharp 
needle, with the effect of producing marked perstaltic action 
of the stomach and bowels ; even when all perstaltic action of 
the bowels had entirely ceased, it could at once be reproduced 
by irritating the Corpora quadrigeinina, and motions of the 
stomach could always be excited by irritating the Corpus 
Striatum, especially on the right side. These experiments 
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throw much light, not only on the vomiting which attends 
nervous sick-headache, but also explain the early occurrence 
of vomiting in dropsy of the brain, the presence of obstinate 
constipation, and we will soon see that they afford an expla- 
nation of the slowness of the pulse which attends the same 
disorder. In fact, every careful observer must have noticed 
that vomiting does not occur in nervous sick-headache, until 
the pain has lasted some time and become quite severe, proving 
that the nausea and vomiting are secondary to the brain- 
affection. I have regarded it imperative to lay much stress 
on these points, because all sick and nervous headaches have 
much too generally been viewed in the light of secondary 
affections, dependent upon derangement of the stomach and 
liver, and thus their existence as primary disorders greatly 
overlooked. Black truly says this error has no doubt ren- 
dered the ordinary treatment so uncertain, and will also 
confuse the homoeopathic practitioner, if not sedulously 
guarded against. Still, I have already willingly admitted 
that derangement of the digestive organs will often cause 
headache or neuralgia, which may depend upon the mere 
presence of acid in the stomach ; Dr. Rigby tells us, that 
having suffered in his own person an intense attack of Tic 
douloureux which Opium would not assuage, he swallowed, at 
the suggestion of a friend, some Carbonate of Soda dissolved 
in water ; the effect was almost immediate, carbonic acid was 
soon eructated, and the pain at once abated. Again, the cele- 
brated Peout, from personal and other experience, concluded 
that excessive acidity of the ccecum is generally accompanied 
by a deficient secretion of bile, and sometimes by a complete 
temporary suppression of the biliary discharge, apparently 
from spasmodic constriction of the common gall duct ; or, may 
be, of the biliary ducts themselves. In this state of things, all 
persons, he says, feel more or less of uneasiness ; but the point 
which he wishes to mention is, that certain individuals under 
these circumstances, experience what is called nervous head- 
ache. This species of headache is frequently accompanied by 
nausea, is confined to the forehead, and when severe produces 
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complete intolerance of light and sounds, and a state of mind 
bordering on delirium. After a greater or less period of time 
the pain ceases, sometimes quite suddenly, and the remarkable 
circumstances to be mentioned are. that this sudden termi- 
nation is preceded by a peculiar sensation, sometimes accom- 
panied by an audible clinking noise in the region of the gall 
ducts, which immediately after is followed by a gurgling 
sensation in the upper bowels, as if a fluid were passing 
through them ; in a few seconds after this fluid, which Prout 
supposes to be bile, has reached the coecum, the headache at 
once vanishes like a dream. One of the greatest martyrs to 
this species of headache Prout has ever seen, invariably expe- 
rienees the train of symptoms above described ; and Prout has 
witnessed it in a greater or less degree in many instances ; 
and indeed has experienced it in his own person. This variety 
of headache is generally termed Bilious. These facts simply 
prove, that irritation in the brain and nerves may be propa- 
gated down, along the sympathetic nerve to the stomach ; and 
vice versa, that irritation in the stomach may travel up along- 
the same nerve to the brain or face, producing the so-called 
dyspeptic or gastric headache. 

The most superficial knowledge of the anatomy of the great 
sympathetic nerve, will suffice to explain the readiness with 
which irritation of the stomach, bowels, liver, urinary or 
genital organs may be propagated to the brain, viz. : to those 
parts of it supplied with filaments from the sympathetic nerve. 
Thus, 1st : the Pars ceplialica nervi sympathetici, consists 
principally of two filaments which proceed from the upper 
part of the superior cervical ganglion ; the larger and more 
anterior being called the Carotid nerve, the smaller and pos- 
terior, the Jugular nerve. They effect the communications of 
the sympathetic nerve with almost all the cerebral nerves. 

(a). The Carotid nerve follows the course of the internal caro- 
tid artery, passes through the carotid canal into the skull, and 
divides into an anterior and posterior branch, which, with their 
twigs form the Internal Carotid plexus; from this plexus arise 
the Inferior and Superior Caroticotympanic nerves which go 
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to the internal ear, and explain the occurrence of noises in the 
ears, sensitiveness to noises, &c, which attend many head- 
aches. The Internal carotid plexus of the sympathetic nerve 
gives off: (1) the deep and superficial Vidian nerves going to 
the Spheno-palatine plexus ; (2) three branches going to the 
Ganglion of Gasser, situated in the orbit of the eye, and giving 
off a twig to the Ophthalmic branch of the fifth pair of cerebral 
nerves ; (3) two twigs to the Oculo-motorius and abducens 
nerves of the eye ; (4) a twig which connects with the Ciliary 
ganglion of the eye ; (5) and finally, sends off branches which 
accompany the Cerebral carotid artery, one of them sinking 
into the Pituitary gland, and another reaching the interior of 
the eye and retina, by following the course of the Central 
artery of the retina. These intimate connections of the sym- 
pathetic nerve with the nerves and substance of the eye 
sufficiently explain the intolerance of light, pain in the eye, 
dimness of vision, motes, colors, and other phenomena of the 
eye which so commonly attend nervous and sick-headaches ; 
and the readiness with which excessive use of the eyes will 
excite headache in some persons. 

(b) The cervical ganglions of the sympathetic nerve give off 
branches to the heart, throat, windpipe, to the temporal, maxil- 
lary and facial nerves, to the scalp, the vagus and recurrent 
nerves, &c, sufficiently explaining the occurrence of palpi- 
tation of the heart, choking about the throat and windpipe, 
pains about the temples, jaws and face, tenderness of the 
scalp, and other sufferings which so often complicate and 
aggravate nervous headaches. 

"We are now prepared to understand why such an immense 
variety of exciting causes, and so many disturbances of distant 
organs will produce attacks of headache ; thus, the effects of 
mental emotions and passions may be propagated from the 
brain to the various branches of the sympathetic nerve in, 
and about the head. The same happens with the eye ; 
at least Piorrt has drawn particular attention to the fre- 
quency with which one-sided headache, or hemicrania arises 
from irritation of the retina and iris, excited by excessive 

B 
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use of the eye, bright light, or gorgeous spectacles ; in short, 
he regards hemicrania as originally a neurosis or neuralgia 
of the retina and iris, confined at first to these parts, 
but soon extending to the branches of the sympathetic and 
cerebral nerves connected with them, and then marked by 
disturbance of vision, pain in the eye, about the orbit and 
temple, in the head, or on the surface of the skull, and finally 
followed by nausea and vomiting. Affections of the ears, loud 
or long continued noises will produce the same kind of head- 
ache in those predisposed. I -have already referred to other 
exciting and remote causes of headache ; at present we will 
confine our attention more particularly to some of the pecu- 
liarities and symptoms of Migraine, Megrim, Hemicrania or 
one-sided headache : 

Tissot says, when Migraine is hereditary it often commences 
as early as the seventh or eighth year, or even earlier, but 
most commonly makes its appearance from the thirteenth to 
the twentieth year of life, and continues in full force to the 
fifty-fifth or sixtieth, then almost wholly ceases by the seven- 
tieth. If one is not attacked by it before the twenty-fifth year, 
it is rare to become subject to it afterwards. I have seen boys 
of three or four years, and girls of five or six years subject to 
repeated attacks of sick-headache. 

Some persons have only eight, or nine attacks a year ; and 
true Migraines, which occur more than three times a month, 
or less than four times a year, are very rare. The paroxysms 
have been known to occur with great regularity every fifteen 
days, or every Monday, or Friday or Sunday, or some other 
particular day of the week, for years, always at the same hour 
of the day, and to last at least twenty-eight, and never more 
than thirty hours ; some of these cases are cured by travelling 
at least the celebrated Fkastk reports the case of a lady in 
Milan, who was attacked every Wednesday with severe 
headache ; she was cured by going out into the country every 
Tuesday, and not returning until Thursday. Still, susceptible 
persons are generally liable to it at any time, and from a «reat 
variety of causes ; from breathiug certain odors, from the influ- 
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ence of stormy weather, from moral emotions, from long con- 
tinued studies, from an unaccustomed walk in the open air, 
from the impression of cold on the bare head, from various 
disturbances of the stomach, difficult digestion, hunger, the 
use of certain articles of food, reading, studying, orpre-occu- 
pation directly after eating, &c. Hence it is evident, from 
the great variety of the exciting causes which produce 
headache, that the number of cases which occur at irregular 
periods must be very much greater than those which re-occur 
at regular and fixed periods of time. It is rare for a parox- 
ysm of true hemicrania to last less than six hours, and it is 
not common for it to be prolonged more than two days. 
Tissot thought, when an attack commenced with a slight 
sensation of chilliness, the paroxysm was apt to be very 
severe, and to be confined to the side on which the chill was 
felt ; and that in most attacks the same side of the head was 
apt to be affected, although they have been known to affect 
each side alternately, with great regularity. He also thought 
that those attacks which were preceded with sadness and 
irritability for several days, were apt finally, to set in severely 
on the going down of the sun, and to commence with a severe 
chill. China, Arsenicum and ISTux, are said to be almost 
specific in these cases. Other attacks may be preceded by a 
degree of deafness for twenty-four hours. See Puis, and China. 
Piorry thought that nervous and sick-headaches occurred 
chiefly under one of two opposite conditions of the stomach, 
viz. : either from a state of too great repletion, or of too great 
abstinence. The so-called hungry headache is sufficiently 
common in many young persons ; it is apt to be preceded by 
acid eructations, or by excessive hunger, or vomiting of acid 
or acrid matters, and by an annoying sense of gnawing at 
the pit of the stomach. Calcarea, Carb. veg., Yeratrum, &c, 
deserve attention. 

Some attacks are relieved by spontaneous vomiting; in 
others, the vomitings are a mere consequence of the severity of 
the pain, and do not afford relief; C. Pison first drew attention 
Jto the difference between the sympathetic and convulsive 
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vomitings, and the curative ones. Ipec, Puis., Cocculus, 
Zinc, &c, are suitable. 

Some attacks are much relieved by sleep ; but others, in 
which the disorder is seated primarily in the brain itself, and 
extends to the sympathetic nerve secondarily, the more the 
patient sleeps, the more the brain becomes congested, and 
the worse he is; improvement only commences when he is 
fairly aroused, and wide awake. Opium, Hyosc, Coffea, 
Thea, and other remedies are indicated. 

Some paroxysms terminate by profuse sweats upon the 
fore-arms and hands, and when these perspirations occur 
regularly every morning the hemicrania will soon cease for 
ever. Aconite, Arnica, Valerian, Sambucus, Ammon. acet., 
Nux, and other remedies may be useful in bringing about 
this desirable result. 

Some cease after a slight bleeding of a few drops from the 
nose. In such cases, Crocus, Carb. veg. and China, deserve 
attention. 

Sometimes an eruption of small pimples terminates the 
attack, or a sweat on the affected side of the head and face, 
or a profuse flow of tears, or free discharge of serosity from 
the nostril. All these varieties of critical terminations doubt- 
less require remedies suitable to aid and produce them, not to 
check them. See Sulphur, Hepar sulph., Sepia, Gratiola, and 
Arsenicum. 

Although repose is necessary in most cases, some are only 
relieved by riding in a carriage. Some are relieved in the 
beginning of an attack by exposure to the fresh air, others are 
made much worse. See Cocculus, Calcarea, Merc, Natrum, 
and Hepar s. 

In some cases the face of the sufferer is pale and shrunken 
in others red, hot and flushed, in others again, pale but bloated. 
See China, Bellad., Ars., Yerat. and Sepia. 

When the pain follows the course of the external carotid 
nerve the scalp becomes excessively sensitive to touch and 
the pains resemble those of rheumatism of the scalp • Wepfer 
has even seen the hair to rise on end during the severity of 
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the paroxysm. See China, Colocynth, Bryonia, Carb. an., 
and others. 

In other cases, the pains extend themselves violently 
towards the teeth, and sometimes to all the parts supplied by 
the fifth pair of nerves, so that the patient cannot open his 
mouth, nor articulate a word ; in other cases, the sufferings 
extend to the neck, shoulder and arm, which remain painful 
for some time afterwards. I have seen several cases which 
always pass off when severe pain in the back, one knee, or 
leg sets in. See Colocynth, Aconite, Aurum, Bryon., Caus- 
ticum, Rhus, and others. 

In other cases the disorder extends down along the sympa- 
thetic or pneumo-gastric nerve towards the stomach, liver, and 
bowels ; eructations occur, either inodorous, and without taste, 
or of an insupportable mawkishness ; abundant mucosities and 
salivary fluid flow into the mouth, intermixed at times with 
those of a bitter, bilious taste ; there is extreme disgust for 
food ; the general malaise is increased by a fatiguing beating 
of the heart, and by paroxysmal distensions of the stomach 
with gas, followed by belchings, with transient relief; or 
vomiting may occur, excited by the swallowing of the fluids 
which collect in the mouth, and mucus, or a little bile, and 
much wind may be expelled. From time to time some alle- 
viation may ensue, the distress in the epigastrium be less 
great, the headache less severe, but occasional aggravations 
also occur, followed again by intervals of relief, and finally one 
or two easy loose stools set in, occasionally liquid and bilious, 
and the whole attack subsides. See Colocynth, Cocculus, 
Carbo animalis, Caps., Caust., Lachesis, Katruin, Creosote, 
Pulsatilla, Sepia, and others. 

Hence numerous varieties of Hemicrania have been admit- 
ted by Pelletan. 

1st. The Migraine stomacale. 

2d. " " Irienne, or of the Iris. 

3d. " " Uterine. 

4th. " " Plethorique, &c. 

B* 
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These divisions are of importance to the homceopathist, as 
they impress still more forcibly upon him the necessity of 
selecting a remedy which acts, not only on the part of the 
head involved by the Ilemicrania, but which will also regu 
late the variously disturbed functions of distant organs. 

Hygienic treatment of Nervous Headaches. 

A general invigorating mode of life, diet and exercise are 
considered indispensable. Those who have brought them on 
by sedentary habits, much mental exertion and loss of sleep, 
must reform ; they must exercise freely and regularly in the 
open air, sleep sufficiently; and avoid the excessive worry 
and perplexity of engrossing cares, or they may ultimately 
be forced to take a journey into the country, or a long voyage, 
to save their minds from becoming perfectly wrecked. If 
the patient be in the habit of using strong tea, coffee or 
tobacco habitually and excessively, he must try the effect of 
abandoning them, for three or four weeks at least. 

It is ordinarily thought sufficient to abstain from the use of 
coffee and green tea, but Wood had one striking instance 
occur to him, in which a patient, after suffering long and 
severely with nervous headache, obtained an entire exemption 
from it, by abstaining from the use of black tea, which was 
his only indulgence. The shower-bath, and salt water bathing, 
either at the sea-side, or in the house, are often useful adjuncts. 

Boerhaave advised persons who suffered from chronic head- 
aches to use a warm bath frequently, and to rub their feet 
briskly every morning with a piece of flannel, or cloth 
dipped in cold water. Osiandee says, if people would but 
rise every morning, at 5 o'clock ; and continue it during the 
summer, or take an hour's walk before breakfast, they would 
get rid of their headaches. He also affirms that simply 
combing the hair carefully and constantly, just before going to 
bed, relieved a lady from chronic headache. 

Hard rubbing of the feet with rough cloths after a foot 
bath is one of the best external remedies, according to Bushan. 

The meals of the patient should be taken regularly, and 
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when body and mind are refreshed, not wearied by exertion, 
anxiety or needless worry. 

It need scarcely be added that the bowels should be kept 
regular, costiveness obviated, (and tendency to diarrhoea 
controlled), as far as possible by attention to diet. The 
functions of the stomach and liver should be kept in as healthy 
a state as practicable by the patient, by control of the appetite 
and tastes in food and drinks ; those of the kidneys and skin, 
by attention to clothing, bathing, drinking of cold water, &c. ; 
and those of the uterus by great care at the monthly periods, 
favoring the flow, if it be scanty, by avoidance of cold and 
wet, excessive fatigue or mental emotion, the use of the warm, 
or mustard foot or hip-bath, &c. ; if the flow be excessive and 
debilitating, absolute rest, cool drinks, cold-water injections, 
&c, may be used. 

Those who will indulge in the dissipations of excessive 
pleasure, business, grief, or gormandizing, will needs retain 
their headaches. 

2. CONGESTIVE HEADACHES. 

These may be active or passive, venous or arterial, arising 
from too great and too rapid a flow of blood to, or too slow a 
return of the blood from the head. They may occur singly, 
or as complications of nervous or irritative headaches, the 
congestion being secondary ; or they may arise from irritation 
of the brain or neighboring parts ;) or the brain-trouble may 
be entirely secondary to an irritated, or sluggish state of the 
general circulation. 

I have already alluded to the frequency with which nervous 
headaches are attended with congestion, and have cited the 
experiments of C. Bernard as affording some explanation of 
the manner in which congestion follows disorder of the Great 
Sympathetic nerve. But Turenne has lately advanced a new 
theory of nervous headache or hemicrania ; he decrees that 
the pain in the head is caused by compression of the facial 
nerve, especially of its ophthalmic branch, from accumulation 
of blood in the sinuses at the base of the brain. He alludes, 
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in proof of this, to the fact, that the ophthalmic nerve and its 
branches are spread on the external wall of the cavernous 
sinus, and hence are necessarily compressed whenever this 
reservoir is crowded with blood. The nausea and vomiting 
of nervous headache are said to arise from compression of the 
eighth pair of nerves, at the Foramen lacerum posterius, or 
somewhere along the neck. The swelling, redness, pain, and 
watery condition of the eyes, and disturbances of vision in 
nervous headache, are said to arise from the difficulty with 
which the ophthalmic vein empties itself into an already over- 
full cavernous sinus, and from consequent compression of those 
fibres of the ophthalmic nerve which go to the eye, white of 
the eye, lachrymal gland and eyelids. Hemicrania is also 
decided to be most frequent on the left side, because the left 
sinuses of the brain are larger and more distensible than 
the right. 

The more common varieties of congestive headaches are so 
well understood, that it will only be necessary to say a few 
words about the less common forms. 

(a). The Stupid Headache of Dr. Good 

Is said to be marked by obtuse pain, sense of heaviness 
extending over the whole head, and may arise from various 
causes, especially from whatever prevents a free evacuation 
of the right auricle and ventricle of the heart, and contributes 
to retard the motion of the blood in the veins which discharge 
their contents on this side of heart. The congestion is 
supposed to be secondary to nervous debility, or in other 
words, to arise from the want of a proper and sufficient 
supply of that nervous power, or may be fluid, on which the 
feeling of organic comfort, refreshment, and vigor depends. 
Hence this variety of headache has been decreed to be pecu- 
liarly marked by a sense of general disquiet and confusion, 
rather than severe pain; by a general hebitude of sensorial 
power which disqualifies the one laboring under it for a 
continuance of mental labor; the sight is dim, the hearing 
dull, the memory vacant, and hence it is most common in 
feeble persons, and in hard students. 
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The stupid headache from nervous exhaustion is closely 
allied to that from venous congestion. See Opium, Hyosc. r 
Bellad., Stramon., Coffea, Bryon. 

(b). Menstrual Congestive Headache. 
Another very frequent variety of congestive headache is 
that which occurs near, before, during, or shortly after men- 
struation, especially when this is scanty, painful or difficult. 
The state of system previous to the first establishment and 
periodical recurrence of menstruation tends obviously to a 
state of general plethora, which ought in due time to be fully 
relieved by a means which nature adopts for the purpose. 
But tendency to irritation of the brain, or some other organ, 
or a loss of balance in the circulatory and nervous system, or 
other causes, may allow the blood at such periods to rush 
towards some distant organ ; or want of proper and abundant 
flow from the uterus may leave the system, or some particular 
organ, oppressed and crowded with blood. Sabina and Stra- 
monium are particularly suited for these menstrual conges- 
tions of the head, and many other organs. Almost every 
variety of headache is aggravated about the menstrual period • 
but when headache occurs just after the menstrual flow, 
especially if this has been quite profuse, the headache is 
probably not congestive, although it may be severe, for nervous 
headache in excitable persons is apt to be brought on by 
whatever directly, or indirectly debilitates, viz. : by bleeding, 
purging, fatigue, loud noises, vivid lights, using the eyes too 
much, or too closely, and other fatiguing or debilitating causes 
or losses, such as diarrhoea, excessive perspiration, or profuse 
menstruation. 

(c). Hamiorrhoidal congestion. 
Suppressed, or retarded piles are apt to be followed by 
irregular hemorrhoidal congestions to the head, chest, 
stomach, bowels, liver, spleen, kidneys, uterus, bladder, or 
any other predisposed organ ; hence may arise redness and 
heat of face, illusions of vision, dizziness, threatening of 
apoplexy ; or constriction and anxiety about the chest, and 
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even spitting of blood, or vicarious bleeding from the lungs; 
or throbbing and aching about the stomach, with or without 
vomiting of blood ; or aching in the liver and spleen with 
threatening of dropsy ; or venous congestion of bowels with 
vicarious bleeding from them, or aching in the region of the 
kidneys with scanty discharge of urine, or tenesmus of the 
bladder from venous or hemorrhoidal congestion of it, and 
bleeding from the kidneys or bladder, or congestion to the 
womb with more or less profuse and vicarious haemorrhage 
from it. In females, the vicarious menstrual and hemorrhoidal 
congestions and haemorrhages are so similar in their symp- 
toms that superficial or careless physicians are very apt to 
confound, and maltreat them. Sabina is the specific for the 
former, Aloes for the latter. According to Schcenlein, 
menstrual congestion of the head is frequently marked by 
stiffness of the neck ; dull aching pain in the nape and occiput, 
from congestion of the cerebellum ; by rushing and roaring 
noises in the ears, hardness of hearing, confusion of the head, 
momentary loss of consciousness, followed by bleeding from 
the nose, ears, or Caruncula lachrymalis. Still the symptoms 
may differ widely from the above description, and very 
frequently assume the appearance of a most perfect one- 
sided nervous headache. 

According to the same authority true hemorrhoidal con- 
gestion of the head is marked by great heaviness and confusion 
of the head, the choroid coat is over-filled with blood, and 
the sclerotica acquires a peculiar blue tinge, owing to a 
varicose state of this membrane ; there are also illusions of 
the senses, appearances of sparks, figures, motes, flies, spider 
webs and feet before the eyes, which often cause partial 
blindness. From time to time violent vertigo sets in, throw- 
ing the patient into violent nervous agitation, as he supposes 
that he is struck with apoplexy. 

(d). Throbbing Headache. 
This is generally mistaken for the true congestive variety • 
the pain is pulsatory, chiefly in the temples, often attended 
with sleeplessness, and a sense of drumming in the ears • it 
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depends upon an affection of an artery, or part of an artery, 
without any dependence upon the regular systole of the 
general circulation ; thus, one or both temporal arteries are 
often disturbed by this spastic irritation, and a pulsation is 
produced nowise synchonous with the action of the heart, 
but often half as rapid again. (See Camph., Valerian, &c.) 

(<?). Anamiic Headache. 
It is well known that excessive loss of blood will produce 
all the signs of violent congestion to the head. (See China, 
Ferrum, Manganese, &c.) 

3. RHEUMATIC AND GOUTY HEADACHES. 

Rheumatic headache is described by some as a chronic 
headache with vehement pain, but especially characterized 
by a sense of tension of the whole head. If this form be not 
always rheumatic, it is always dependent upon some local 
irritation, of which rheumatism is the most frequent. As all 
rheumatic affections, when they become chronic, have a 
tendency to intermit and return periodically, we. may easily 
see why the disease before us should do so in many instances. 
Good says it may be distinguished from other varieties by its 
being rather limited to some particular part of the head, by 
its remissions and intermissions ; by the acuteness of the pain 
during the paroxysms, by an intolerance of all motion of the 
head, far more than of light or sound, both of which, however, 
are sometimes highly irksome ; but especially by a peculiar 
feeling of tenseness or constriction over the brain, as though 
its membranes were muscles, and were spasmodically con- 
tracted. When the headache is entirely rheumatic, it ceases 
as soon as another rheumatic pain sets in, in some other part 
of the body. Frequently the disorder may be detected by 
attention to its exciting causes ; thus, Dr. Parr was for many 
years*' a sufferer from irregularly returning paroxysms of 
headache, for which he could assign no cause, but at last 
noticed that they frequently returned after having his head 
shaved •, he suffered his hair to grow, and from that time the 
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disease gradually lessened in frequency, duration and violence, 
and from being a highly serious complaint, and one begin- 
ning to affect his memory, its returns became so rare and 
slight as never to unfit him for any exertion of body or mind. 
Linnaeus is said to have cured himself of a severe and obstinate 
rheumatic hemicrania, which returned every week and con- 
tinued for twenty-four hours, by merely drinking a draught 
of cold water early in the morning, and then walking himself 
into a glowing heat. The majority of those so-called neuralgic 
headaches which arise from decayed teeth are also rheumatic 
in their nature, being excited by the frequent alternations of 
heat and cold which reach the exposed nerve. But the secre- 
tions of the skin and kidneys afford the most decided 
diagnostic signs of the presence of rheumatism ; the perspi- 
rations and urine are intensely sour, even the secretions from 
ulcers are unusually acid in rheumatism ; the urine in rheu- 
matic affections may seem nearly natural in color, and be 
perfectly clear, and yet found to redden litmus paper very 
much more decidedly than in an}>- healthy condition. Accord- 
ing to Fkicke the principal cause of rheumatism, as is well 
known, is the action of cold upon the skin, by which its 
exhalations are retained, and the lactic acid, instead of passing 
off as lactate of ammonia, is retained in the blood, finally it 
becomes oxydized, and is eliminated as carbonic acid and 
water, but this conversion is produced at the expense of the 
uric acid, which, thus unoxydized, is deposited about the 
joints or other parts, causing pain, swelling and fever. 
Until the pulse loses it hardness, the skin and urine their 
intense acidity, rheumatic headache will persist, or relapse. 
(See Aconite, Bryonia, Pulsat., Rhus, and other remedies.) 
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The remedies used in the following cases of cure and re- 
covery, were: Aconitum, Agaricus, Arnica, Arum, Bella- 
donna, Bryonia, Calcarea, Camphor, Causticum, China, Coc- 
culus, Colocynth, Creosote, Dulcamara, Gratiola, Ignatia, 
Lachesis, Magnesia, Mercurius, Nux vomica, Opium, Phos- 
phorus, Pulsatilla, Sanguinaria, Sepia, jSpigelia, Silicea, 
Sulphur, Zincum. 

1. ACONITE. 

General Remarks. — (a). It relieves the most violent head- 
aches when the patient lies as if unconscious, retches to vomit 
at times, whimpers and complains, fears to die, cannot endure 
the slightest noise or motion, and in which the pulse is small, 
or even intermitting ; especially when the pain is throbbing 
and piercing, or compressing, seated over the root of the nose, 
and the talking and the speaking of others aggravates it very 
much. Aconite is also useful against headache from taking 
•cold, attended with catarrh of the head, noises in the ears, 
and pains in the abdomen, or by an annoying sensation as if 
a ball rose up into the brain, spreading a cool wind around it. 

Also in catarrhal headache when relieved in the open air, 
and increased by talking. 

Also in migrane, or one-sided headache, when marked by a 
violent, piercing, boring pain over the left eye, and attended 
with nausea and vomiting, and aggravated by jarring. In 
such cases Aeon, should be followed by Sulph. — Dr. Hereng, 
p. 136-140. 

1 
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(J). Aconite is indicated in headaches of a congestive-in- 
flammatory nature, when the patient lias a feeling of fulness 
and tension, as if a band were fastened around his head ; in 
this respect it resembles Bellad., China, Merc, and Sulph.— 
Dk. Black. 

CASE 1.— A woman, aged 54, of an irritable, complaining, 
and vicious nature, readily breaking out into complaints and 
reproaches from slight causes, had suffered for 24 hours, after 
taking cold, with severe but undefined headache, so violent as 
almost to drive her distracted. Aconite removed it in 4 
hours. Annals, vol. 1, p. 234. — GrASPAEl. 

[Note. — From Fleming's Experiments. — I infer that Aco- 
nite is homoeopathic to Headache when attended with numb- 
ness and tingling of various parts, and with a sense of tight- 
ness and dragging. 

Also for headache marked at first by a sense of warmth 
diffused through the body, with numbness and tingling, and a 
sense of swelling of the lips and face, and tingling at the roots 
of the teeth, followed by a feeling of muscular weakness, by 
slowness of breathing and of pulse, giddiness, confusion of sight, 
disinclination to be disturbed or to exert oneself, and attended 
with much chilliness, particularly of the extremities, which 
become cold to the touch. 

Also in headaches attended with numbness of the flesh, 
lancinating pains in the bones and joints, vertigo, dimness of 
vision, moisture and coolness of the skin, sickness of stomach 
and vomiting, and by paleness and a sunken state of the face. 

Also in headaches accompanied with a feeling of weight as 
if a heavy load were resting on the abdomen, bearing one 
down to the bed ; this peculiar symptom was present in five 
cases, and seemed to resemble closely the feeling of oppres- 
sion experienced in nightmare, which is said to be owino- to 
congestion of the right side of the heart, from accumulation of 
blood in venous system, in consequence of a weakened state 
of the circulation. 

In two cases it proved homoeopathic to shivering severe 
pain in the head and eyeballs, constant lachrymation intense 



ACONITE. 6 

photophobia, heat of skin, quickness of pulse andg^aeral rest- 
lessness ; to nausea, severe and constant vomiting, with pain 
and tenderness of pit of stomach, numbness and prickling of 
the skin, dizziness, dimness of vision, noises in the cars, sensa- 
tions of weight and enlargement of various parts of the body, 
but especially of the face and ears, sinking feeling at pit of 
stomach, &c. 

It is also homoeopathic to g neral venous engorgement of the 
brain and cerebral membranes, and considerable sub-arach- 
noid effusion. 

It has been assumed that the more nearly the headache ap- 
proaches a neuralgic character, or rheumatic neuralgic, the 
more readily Aconite will relieve. Still Fleming used it in- 
ternally in fifteen cases of headache, with complete success in 
ten; of the successful cases three were nervous headaches, 
four were congestive or plethoric, and three were rheumatic. 
Of the unsuccessful cases three were nervous, and two dys- 
j)eptic. Relief was usually exj>erienced after the first dose, 
and a complete cure effected on the first or second day, or at 
least there was no relapse for several weeks or months. Drs. 
Burgess and Radly announced to Fleming that they had seen 
Aconite of incalculable service in relieving the agonizing pain 
of nervous headache. Professors Henderson and Miller, of 
Edinburgh, informed Fleming that they had employed it with 
marked benefit in headache. Storck and Yogel recommend 
it in rheumatic headache, while Copland found it useful in 
both nervous and rheumatic cases. 

In two cases in which the internal use of Aconite did not 
afford relief, the external was employed with much benefit ; 
in fact, Fleming, as a general rule, found the external appli- 
cation of the tincture very effectual in the treatment of hemi- 
crania, both when the pain affected a circumscribed portion 
of the head, and when it extended along the course of a nerve. 
Dr. Patterson, of the Royal Infirmary at Edinburgh, corrobo- 
rates this assertion. — Peters.] 

CASE 2. — [E. "W., aged 43, had suffered for three weeks 
with a more or less constant pain extending over the temporal 
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and frontal regions of the left side of the head ; firm pressure 
lessened the pain ; exposure to cold, wet feet, or anxiety Of 
mind usually brought on an attack if it was absent, or in- 
creased its severity if present. She had taken Opium with 
but partial relief; was ordered to rub in a teaspoonful of 
the Tincture of Aconite thrice daily. The first application 
afforded much relief, and in five days she was quite well ; ten 
weeks after, at last accounts, there had been no return of 
pain. — Fleming on Aconite. English edit., p. 139. — Peters.] 

D0S8. — In acute cases, and for adults, in the beginning of an attack, 
put from two to five drops of tincture of Aconite in a tumbler half full of 
water, and give from a tea to a tablespoonful every one, two, or four 
hours, according to the severity of the symptoms. If tbe paroxysm 
becomes more severe, and is not owing to an aggravation by the 
remedy, give a dose every quarter, half, or one hour, until some relief 
ensues, and then lengthen the interval of time between the doses to 
one, two, or more hours. Or six globules may be solved in a wine- 
glassful of water, and one teaspoonful given as often as above directed. 
Frequently, however, in sick headache, the stomach becomes so irritable 
that it will not bear even a teaspoonful of water, then three or four 
globules must be given dry upon the tongue, or one or two drops of 
tincture of Aconite given per dose, upon a bit of sugar, as often as above 
directed. One half, or one quarter the above quantities will suffice for 
children. A dose of Aconite may also be given regularly, night and 
morning, in appropriate chronic congestive cases, and in those with a 
chronic inflammatory tendency, for three or four days in succession; 
then a dose of four globules may be given at night, dry, for three days 
more ; then every other night, until three doses more have been taken; 
then, every third night, for three doses, and so on, until the case is 

entirely cured, or it becomes evident that Aconite will not relieve it. 

Peters. 

2. AGARIGUS MUSCARIUS. 

General Remarks. — Agaricus is indicated in nervous and 
congestive headaches, in which fulness, sleepiness, frequent 
and irresistible inclination to yawn are present, attended by 
relaxation and soreness of the whole body, pain in the back 

and a feeling as if the joints were dislocated. Genl. Horn. 

Journal, vol. 28, p. 223.— Dr. Black. 

[Note. — It is homoeopathic to congestion of the head with 

pulsation in all the vessels, redness and heat of the face and 

elirium ; also to catarrhal headache, with aching in the fore- 
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head over the eyes, drawing pain in the forehead extending to 
the root of the nose, rending pain in the forehead above the 
root of the nose as if the brain were lacerated, with burning 
pain in the nose and eyes, great dryness of nose, profuse 
bleeding of the nose, and abundant discharge of thick, viscid 
nasal mucus, followed by frequent dropping of water from 
nose. — Peters.] 

[CASE 3. — D. (J., aged twenty-five, had been subject to 
headache every six weeks for seven years. The attacks com- 
menced with acute pain over the eyes and sense of fulness, 
gradually extending through the head, but most severe in the 
forehead, soon becoming oppressive and violent, when the 
eyelids drooped, pub- ice flushed, tongue became dry 

and brown, the skin thy and hot. The attacks lasted from 
two to four days, and after the first or second day copious 
vomiting, principally of a bitter, bilious fluid, took place ; 
urine was scanty and high colored. Alter a day or two the 
pain extended from the head down the spine, the neck often 
became stiff, he felt bruised all over, and his joints painful; 
the whole being followed by great exhaustion, wakeful nights, 
and tendency to delirium. 

Treatment. — Lach. 6 and Ars. effected some improve- 
ment during the whole of six months ; then a severe attack 
was promptly relieved by Agaricus 6, and a continued use of 
Agar. 3 kept the paroxysms off entirely for five months. 
Finally Agar., aided by Sulph. and Stramon., cured him effect- 
ually at last accounts, three years after. 

Dr. Ker says the symptoms which led him to select Agari- 
cus were the violent oppressive pains, principally in the fore- 
head, often attended with delirium, ie of languor, feel- 
ing as if the body were bruised and the joints dislocated, and 
the sense of uneasiness and weakness all down the spine. 
These he thought so characteristic of Agaricus, that he select- 
ed and gave it with the most happy results. — Dr. Ker, Brit. 
Jour. Horn., vol. 5, p. 436. — Peters.] 
Dose* — Same as directed for Aconite. — P. 
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3. ARNICA MONTANA. 

CASE 4.— A man, aged thirty-five, after receiving blows 
upon the head, was attacked with the following sufferings, 
which daily increased in severity. 

Symptoms. — Pressing pain in the forehead; painful but 
dull aching upon the edge of the right orbit ; heat in the head, 
with coolness of the rest of the body ; pain in the head, in- 
creased after eating ; heat in the face, noises in the ears, con- 
tracted pupils, nausea every morning; disgust for tobacco 
smoking ; tenesmus, with constipation ; anxious dreams ; evi- 
dent fever every evening ; irritable and complaining dispo- 
sition. 

Treatment. — After taking Arnica 6, all the above disorders 
disappeared in the course of two days. — Archiv., vol. 5, part 
1, p. 68. — Dr. Baudis. 

[Note. — According to A. T. Thomson the flowers of Arnica 
contain Igasaures Stryclmion, and some of the full effects of 
Arnica are similar to those of Nux vomica ; thus it not unfre- 
quently causes a sensation of formication, and a prickling, 
piercing, spasmodic feeling, which may be compared with 
that produced by slight electric shocks. 

It is homoeopathic to disorder of the chest marked by 
anxiety, oppression, palpitation, dry irritating cough, with 
symptomatic headache and vertigo. 

Also in the headaches, flushings and perspirations which 
attend the change of life in women. 

It deserves attention in the headaches, which precede or 
follow attacks of apoplexy. Schneider did wonders with it 
in such cases. — Peters.] 

Dose.— Comparatively larger doses of Arnica may be given than of 
most other remedies, except Camphor ; to adults one or two drops of 
tincture of Arnica may be given in a teaspoonful of water, or on a bit of 
sugar, every one, two, four, or more hours, in acute cases ; or two or 
three times a day in chronic cases. For children, or very sensitive and 
delicate adults, from three to six globules may be put in a wineglassful 
of water and given, a teaspoonful as above directed. — Peters. 
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4. ARSENICUM ALBUM. 



General Eemarks. — (a.) Tietze says it is indicated in per- 
sons who suffer with the signs of abdominal plethora or ful- 
ness, in which the whole appearance of the patient reminds 
one of liver complaint, and in which bilious colics often occur 
in alternation with Hemicrania. 

The pain itself in these cases is of a very indefinite charac- 
ter, so that the patient cannot describe it accurately; but 
throbbing and rending pains, or pressing or stupifying ones, 
are the most common, generally most severe in the anterior 
portion of the head, which is unusually sensitive to the fresh 
air. The patient cannot find any ease, must move his head 
to and fro, even toss his feet about, and imagines he receives 
relief from these restless movements ; external warmth also 
affords relief; he is very weak, thinks that he must die, seems 
to be bloated, is chilly, and seeks the warmth of the fire, and 
finds relief from covering and compressing the head with 
warm cloths. — Genl. Horn. Journal, vol. 34, p. 13. 

(h.) According to Black it is useful in the headaches of 
emaciated persons, who suffer with disease of the heart, or of 
the digestive organs. He saw the most marked curative ef- 
fects in a lady who had suffered for twenty years with attacks 
of the most violent Hemicrania, lasting for the most part at 
least three days, during all of which time the patient generally- 
lay almost unconscious, and tortured by the most violent 
vomitings. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 36, p. 223, and Brit. Jour, 
of Horn. 

(<?.) Hering recommends it in throbbing, rending pains in 
the head, when increased in the warm room and relieved in 
the open air. 

[Note. — In the second number of the N. A. Horn. Jour., 
Dr. Marcy has given two cases of periodical headache suc- 
cessfully treated with Arsenic ; but it seems to have been used 
much more successfully in old school practice than in the 
homoeopathic. Watson (see Practice of Physic, p. 391) says : 
"Arsenic is considered by many to have a specific power 
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over the complaint, and believes that four to six drops of 

Fowler's solution, given three or four times a day, will be al- 
most sure to remove Hemierania in nine cases ol ten m 
which it occurs." Still it is very certain that the majority of 
patients will not bear sucli doses, and that much smaller ones 
will suffice. 

Arsenicum is homoeopathic when the eyes are inflamed 
during the attacks of headache, when the lids are swollen and 
face bloated, when a pricking sensation is experienced in the 
tarsi, the eyes are suffused with tears, and the conjunctiva 
is inflamed. 

It is also particularly suited to those patients who have 
liver spots, and pityriasis, in many of whom those parts of the 
skin protected from the light also acquire a brownish, dingy, 
unwashed appearance. Dr. Hunt cured many such cases 
with one-fourth of a drop of Fowler's solution three times 
a day. 

It is also useful in headaches attended with chronic diar- 
rhoea, or gastric irritation. 

In headaches from suppressed eruptions, especially of the 
scaly kind. 

In those dependent, upon or attended with scanty urine, or 
with dropsy ; or arising from the incautious healing of ulcers. 

It has also been found specific against the headaches which 
attend an irritable state of the uterus and ovaries, marked by 
constant pain, with heat, varying in severity, in the lower part 
of the sacrum, in the left groin and under the pubes, and by 
bearing down pain, much increased by walking, standing or 
sitting upright, almost forcing the patient to stay in bed, or 
recline upon a sofa, the uterus being tumid and tender. Such 
cases may be cured radically by Arsenic, without any local 
treatment applied to the uterus. 

Schoenlein says, in the worst cases of chronic headache we 
must have resort to Arsenicum, which often cures the disease 
even when of years' standing, better than any other remedy. 
Bright says that the periodicity of Hemierania has suggested 
some similarity between its nature and that of genuine inter- 
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mittents; however this may be, lie says it is certain that 
Bark, Iron, and Fowler's Solution, remedies which are most 
successful in ague, are equally efficacious here. 

Chapman says so many cases of cure of periodical 
headache occur to homoeopathic physicians, that it may be 
superfluous for him to cite any, but two may be briefly stated : 

CASE 5. — A gentleman had for many years been subject 
to periodical headaches, always occurring once a week, some- 
times twice, and lasting several hours. The headache was 
stunning, rendering him incapable of all movement, or ot 
attention to any .subject ; he could only rest his head on some- 
thing, and bear the pain as best he could. 

Treatment. — Arsen. was given him, and during many 
months he had only one or two slight paroxysms, and has 
had none lately. — Chapman, Brit. Jour., vol. 7, p. 398. 

CASE 6. — The wife of a physician was subject to distressing; 
periodical headache, with boring, circumscribed pressure on a 
small spot in one temple. 

Treatment. — A few doses of Arsen., of 12th and 30th dilu- 
tion, cured her as if by magic, and five years have passed 
without a return of the headache. — Chapman, Ibid, p. 399. 

CASE 7. — A weak, thin, poor woman, who had nursed a 
child for eleven months, had had headaches for six months ; 
the pain commenced over the left eyebrow and temple, 
and lasted, without intermission, for twelve hours, after which 
she generally vomited a quantity of yellow, bitter, or tough 
matter; during the headache, and fur some days after, she 
could not touch food on account of irritability of stomach ; as- 
soon as sbe recovered from one attack, another came on f 
periodically, every ten days ; bowels regular, but loose and 
bilious after a headache. 

Treatment. — Child to be weaned. Arsen. 30 and 18 was 

given with most decided improvement in three weeks, and 

entire cure in a month. — Madden, Brit. Jour., vol. 5, p. 438. 

— Peters.] 

Dose« — This powerful remedy must be given with the precautions 
due to its great power for good or evil. Noack advises for adults one or 
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two drops per dose, of the second, third, fourth, sixth, or twelfth ^ dilu- 
tions, to be repeated every two, four, six, eight, twelve or more hours 
in acute cases ; or, as much of the powder as will go on the point ot a 
penknife may be taken as often as above directed. Children and deli- 
cate adults may take, of a solution of three or six globules in a wine- 
glassful of water, one teaspoonful every two, four, six, eight or more 
hours. In chronic cases, one dose may be taken every twelve hours, or 
night and morning until six doses have been taken ; then every night 
only, for six nights in succession ; then every second, third, fourth, or 
sixth day. — Peters. 

5. ASARUM EUROPiEUM. 

CASE 8. — A young lady of good constitution, but ple- 
thoric, had suffered for several years with the following 
head-affection. 

Symptoms. — Sharp pain over the left eye, with lachryma- 
tion ; could not read with that eye ; bright light increased the 
pain ; the left side of the head was sensitive to touch, and the 
hair would not bear combing ; in violent attacks, both eyes 
became painful, and nausea was superadded ; constipation ; 
menses regular, still the attacks were apt to come on just be- 
fore or after menstruation. 

Treatment. — Asarum europ. ^i? given during the interval 
of relief, removed the whole disease. — New Archiv., vol. 2, 
part 1, p. 49. — Dr. Gross. 

DOSCt — JSfoack advises one or two drops per dose of the pure tincture, 
or first or second dilution, every two or more hours, in acute, or one or 
two times a day in chronic cases. — P. 

6. ARUM. 
Bergius asserts that when Arum is taken in doses of half 
ecruple of the compound powder, he has never known it fail 
of giving relief in nervous headache, even after the most cele- 
brated remedies had proved useless or injurious. Koack ad- 
vises it in headache from weakness of the stomach. Peters. 

7. AURUM. 

General Remarks.- — Gold has frequently relieved the sense 
of rushing and roaring in the head, such as occurs at times in 
hysterical females from disorder of the uterine system • it not 
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only relieves this permanently, but often improves the whole 
general disorder connected with it. — Dr. IIartmann, by Riick- 
ert, p. 132. 

Note. — It is suited to that form of headache which, com- 
mencing early in the morning, is increased by meditation and 
reading, but especially by talking and writing, to an extreme 
degree of violence, and attended with perfect confusion of 
mind. 

It is also useful against congestion to, with rushing and 
roaring in the head, bloating, glowing and shining of the 
face, with protrusion of the eyes, especially when followed by 
a feeling as if all the blood passed suddenly .from the head to 
the legs. "When there is great heat of the head and face, with 
coldness of the hands and feet ; heat, pain, fulness of the head, 
sleeplessness and anxious dreams ; congestion of the head in- 
creasing to delirium ; throbbing of the carotid and temporal 
arteries. It is also indicated against a twisting, boring, 
acutely throbbing, one-sided headache, commencing immedi- 
ately after waking in the morning, increased by coughing and 
bending the head backwards. 

It is particularly useful against heemorrhoidal and men- 
strual headaches. — Peters. 

Dose. — One or two grains of the first, second, or third trituration, 
dry upon the tongue ; or, for children and delicate adults, from three to 
six globules in a wineglassful of water, one teaspoonful every two, four, 
six, or eight hours, in acute attacks, or every two or three days in chro- 
nic cases. — P. 

8. BELLADONNA. 

General Remarks. — {a.) It is indicated against headaches 
attended with pressure, fulness and heat of the head, tran- 
sient redness of the face, roaring in the ears, dulness of hear- 
ing, dilated pupils, &c. It is suitable for persons predisposed 
to active congestions ; for plethoric persons of sanguine tem- 
perament, with great irritability of the uterine system ; in the 
headaches of scrofulous children who learn to walk with diffi- 
culty, and are inclined to convulsions. — Genl. Horn. Jour., 
vol. 36, p. 223.— Dr. Black. 
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{b). Heichelheim Bays* that several forme of headache may 
be cured by Bellad. : 1 occurring after taking cold, at- 

tended with visible congestion of blood to the head, red, 
bloated face, hard beating of the carotids, violent pain, as if 
the head would burst ; 2, in other cases, in which the face is 
pale and cold, the pain resembling a dull, insupportable pres- 
sure in the brain, as if the latter had not sufficient room in the 
skull. led with vomiting.— Hygea, vol. 5, p. 209. 

(c). According to Tietze, Bellad. is indicated in Ilemicrania 
under the following circumstances : when there is a character- 
istic one-sided pain over the eye-brow, extending down into the 
ball of the eye and into the bones of the nose, and attended 
with increased secretion of tears ; the pain is apt to be severe- 
ly pressing in the forehead and upon the eye; at times it 
seems as if the affected parts were forced or pressed outwards. 
Every motion of the head or eyes increases the pain to an in- 
supportable degree, especially when light also falls upon the 
eyes; every noise or movement of others in the sick-room has 
a like effect ; the affected eye is often reddened, and w r aters. 
Sympathetic affections of the stomach, such as pressure in 
stomach, nausea, eructations, or even vomiting may be 
present ; but when dyspepsia is the primary affection, and the 
head affection a secondary affair, Bellad. will never afford cer- 
tain relief, but generally merely palliates. — Genl. Horn. Jour., 
toI. 34, p. 7. 

(d). De. Sohwajbze says that he has treated several mi- 
granes, some not very severe, and some of not very long stand- 
ing, occurring in not very robust or plethoric males, and cured 
them all, without exception, with Beixad. 

(e). Griesselich has found it useful, when the scalp was 
very tender, the wins of the head and hands much distended, 
with sense of rushing in the head, roaring in the ears and 
darkness before the eyes ; also against the most violent pains 
in one half of the head, extending to the eye and nose with a 
sense of pushing, bursting, ru shing and beating, increased by 
every motion, by moving r. by every aoise or jarring, 

and by the moving about of others ; and attended by a sense 
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of moving and beating' in the head and forehead at every 
■step, especially when going np stairs. 

It is also useful against those pains in the head which set in 
every afternoon, last till midnight, and are aggravated by the 
warmth of the bed. Also in pains which commence sudden- 
ly, change into a sharp stitch, which seems to penetrate so 
deep into the brain that one almost loses consciousness. — 
Hygea, vol. 5, p. 136. 

CASE 9. — A young, slender man. aged twenty-six. suf- 
fered with attacks of Hemicrania on the right side for fifteen 
years ; commencing in the morning, increasing until midday, 
and subsiding in the evening ; the pain being drawing and 
pressing, beginning about the right orbit and extending to the 
"ball of the eye, to the forehead and temples ; increased by 
stooping, reading and writing. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 30, 1 drop, every four or five days for 
four weeks cured him perfectly. — Schwakze, p. 7. 

CASE 10. — A gentleman, aged fifty-six, of medium stature 
and phlegmatic temperament, suffered twenty years with at- 
tacks of headache, occurring every Friday. The pain was 
always on the right side, attended with sense of pressing out- 
wards, bursting and tension, with dizziness and loss of memo- 
ry ; the paroxysms lasted twenty-four hours, the face was hot, 
red and bloated ; there were stitches of pain in the eye, with 
acrid tears and sensitiveness to light. 

Treatment. — Old school remedies had been used in vain ; 
Nux vom. was given withouf effect ; then he was cured by 
Bellad. 30, given every Thursday for some. time. — Practical 
Observations, vol. 1, p. 183. — Dr. Schubert. 

CASE 11. — A lady, ageel forty, suffered two weeks with 
severe headache of indefinite character ; she could not keep 
still an instant, but moved her head and the upper part of her 
body to and fro constantly. 

Bellad. 24 cured her on the first day it was used. — Genl. 
Horn. Jour., vol. 17, p. 242. — Dr. Fieliz. 

CASE 12. — A maiden, aged seventeen, suffered several 
years with attacks of nervous headache, commencing early in 
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the morning, increasing till midday, and ceasing in the even- 
ing; often attended with bitter or bilious vomits, with violent 
pressure upon the vertex and temples, with dizziness from rais- 
ing or moving the Lead, with coldness of the hands and feet, 
rush of blood to the head, heat and redness of the face. Was 
cured by two doses of Bellad. 30.— Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 5, 
p. 65. — Dr. Knorre. 

CASE 13.— A young lady, aged nineteen, suffered with 
throbbing pains in the forehead, of which she was cured by 
Bellad. 400 and 800.— Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 29, p. 275. 
— Dr. Hauptmann. 

CASE 14. — A plethoric, sanguine, young man, aged nine- 
teen, suffered three years with spasmodic twitchings, and latter- 
ly had kept his bed for four weeks, on account of violent throb- 
bing, piercing pains in the forehead and occiput, great heat 
in the head, and vertigo increased by motion ; accompanied 
by noises in the ears, heaviness of the arms, and swelling of 
the veins ; his eyes were fixed, his pupils very movable, and 
he had various gastric derangements. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 2, one drop every two hours, cured 
him quickly, after previous aggravation. — Genl. Horn. Jour., 
vol. 21, p. 60.— Dr. Noack. 

CASE 15. — A woman, aged fifty, otherwise healthy, suffered 
four years with headache, marked by rending pain in forehead 
to the right temple, with transient pains in the whole head, 
with heat therein, worst in the morning, with sleepiness during 
the attacks, rush of blood to, and heat in the face, and chilli- 
ness over the whole body. She also had leucorrhcea, especi- 
ally when walking. 

Treatment. Bellad. 300, in solution, one spoonful a day, 
cured her in sixteen days ; the leucorrhcea was relieved by 
Sepia, 18. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 35, p. 222. — Dr. Perry. 

CASE 16.— A young lady, aged twenty-five, suffered eight 
years with periodical headaches, generally occurring every 
eight days, commencing with chilliness over the back and 
shoulders, soon attended with violent nausea, disgust and 
vomiting, with violent aching, pressing and rending pains in 
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the whole head, especially in the forehead, increased to an 
insupportable degree by the slightest motion of the head or 
eyes ; the softest bed seemed too hard, and only the greatest 
rest and quiet brought the slightest relief. Finally the pain 
extended to the whole front head, a glowing hot spot was to 
be felt in the forehead, and the bones of the nose became 
painful ; she was obliged to lie in a dark place, as even a ray 
of light irritated the eyes and increased the headache ; her 
limbs felt as if bruised, and she had palpitation to such a 
degree that every pulsation jarred the head. 

Bellad. 24 followed by Bell. 30 cured her. — Archiv., vol. 6 r 
part 3, p. 84. — Dr. Hartmann. 

CASE 17. — A young lady, aged 24, of sanguine tempera- 
ment and regular menstruation, had suffered for three years r 
almost uninterruptedly, with the following 

Symptoms. — Burning and pricking in the gums, which 
soon swelled up and became blanched ; in a quarter of an hour 
the upper lip and right side of face commenced to swell, with 
twitching, pricking and drawing therein ; then followed 
screwing, boring, rending, pinching and piercing pain in the 
right ear, with noises therein ; piercing and drawing pain be- 
hind the ear ; piercing and rending pain in the occiput, and 
feeling as if it were screwed or pressed apart ; boring and 
piercing pain in the right temple ; extreme painfulness of the 
scalp. These attacks occurred in the afternoon, lasted until 
three in the morning, were increased by the warmth of the 
bed and by laying the head down. She often seemed al- 
most unconscious ; the sub-maxillary glands were somewhat 
swollen ; she had great despondency. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 30, one drop per dose, moderated the 
attacks up to the fifth day ; from the fifth to tenth day she 
was quite well ; a slight attack on the eleventh was treated 
with Pulsat. 15, after which she remained well for four 
months. Subsequent slight returns were treated with Bellad. 
30, and she was perfectly cured. — Archiv., vol. 3, part 1, 
p. 85. — Dr. A. Schubert. 

Besides the above cases, Bellad. was often used as an inter- 
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current remedy in oilier and in the following additional 
case. — Petees. 

CASE 18.— A gentleman, aged 50, very subject to attacks 
of headache and blindness, lasting the greater part of the day, 
and headache generally for two days, was relieved by Bellad. 
18, in a quarter of an hour, and almost entirely cured of one 
attack in half an hour. — Henderson and Forbes, p. 70. 

CASE 19.— A married lady, aged 37, had suffered for six 
hours with severe pain across the top and middle of her head, 
extending to both temples ; the pain was heavy and crushing ; 
•there was a sense of tightness across the eyes and root of nose, 
with constant pain; the eyes were painful to motion and to 
light, which produced frequent flashes in them ; she also had 
ringing in the ears. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 6, two doses at intervals of twenty 
minutes, almost entirely removed the attack. — Henderson. 

CASE 20. — A spinster, aged 40, subject to severe attacks 
•of headache, coming on gradually, lasting all day, keeping her 
awake a great part of the night, and not usually ceasing till 
the day after, and often not for several days, had been suffer- 
ing for six hours with severe headache on right side of fore- 
head and in right eye, with great increase of pain on moving 
the eye. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 6, afforded no relief in twenty-five 
minutes ; twenty minutes after a dose of Lachesis 6, was taken, 
not a trace of uneasiness remained. — Henderson. 

Henderson reports several other brilliant cures in which 
Bellad. and other remedies were used. — Peters.] 

Review. — Of the nine cases reported by Riickert, three 
were in males and six in females, their ages varying from 
18 to 56 years. Schwarze found Bellad. most useful in males. 
[Of the three additional cases, two were females and one 
was a male, their ages varying from 3*7 to 50 years. — Peters.] 

The temperament of the patients was phlegmatic in one 
case, sanguine in two, and Dr. Black found Bell, most useful 
in those of a plethoric, sanguine temperament, while Schwarze 
-cured many migranes in males who were not robust or ple- 
thoric. 



BELLADONNA. 17 

Tietze noticed that the pains which Bellad. relieved most 
rapidly were those seated in the ophthalmic branch of the fifth 
pair of nerves. 

The pains were one-sided in cases 9, 10, 15 and 17, and in 
§ c, d, e ; they involved the whole head in case 17 ; the back 
of the head in cases 14 and 17 ; the forehead in cases 9, 13 
and 16 ; the orbit, brow, and root of the nose in § c and e, 
and cases 9 and 16 ; the temples in cases 9, 15 and 17 ; the 
vertex in case 12. 

As regards the kind of pains, they are described as a dull, 
insupportable aching, pressing out and pressing asunder in 
§ b, c, and e, and cases 10 and 16 ; as drawing and aching in 
cases 9 and 12 ; piercing and boring in cases 14 and 17 ; as 
stretching and throbbing in case 13 ; beating in § e ; beginning 
suddenly and becoming piercing in § e. 

Among the accompanying complaints we find vertigo, heat 
of the head, redness and heat of face, redness of the eyes ; 
noises in the ears, beating of the carotids, and all the signs of 
congestion to the head. On the other hand, Heichelheim saw 
the face pale and cold, with dull pressure and vomiting. 
Many gastric derangements are apt to be present, such as 
coated tongue, bitter taste, inclination to vomit, vomiting of 
bitter substances, oppression of the stomach; still Tietze re- 
marks, when the dyspeptic symptoms are primary, and the 
headache secondary, that Bell, will rarely cure, but at most 
only alleviate transiently. Further, the pains may be attend- 
ed with loss of memory, soreness of the scalp, distension of the 
veins of the head and hands, coldness of the limbs, and chills. 

The majority of the cases belonged to the chronic forms of 
headache ; the disease had lasted for at least several years in 
six cases, in the others several weeks. 

The cures in some cases were effected very soon, in others, 
after three or four weeks. 

Of the nine cases, Bellad. effected a cure, unaided by any 
other remedy, in eight ; the dose was 24th or 30th dilution in 
six cases ; the 2d dilution was repeated in one case ; the high 
potencies in solution and repeated, were used in two cases. 

2 
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Dose.— The most efficient doses are sufficiently pointed out in the 
above paragraphs. When the high dilutions are used, five or six 
globules may be dissolved in a wineglassful of water, and one teaspoon- 
ful taken every half, one or two hours in severe cases or only every 
two, four, six or eight hours in milder ones. When the lower dilu- 
tions are preferred, one or two drops of liquid Belladonna may be given 
every two, three, four, six, eight or twelve hours in mild attacks, or 
every quarter, half, one or two hours in severe cases, and in sucb as are 
not relieved by doses given at longer intervals. In chronic cases from 
two to five globules, or one or two drops may be taken every morning, 
or every second, third or fourth morning, as Belladonna is apt to cause 
aggravations when given in the afternoon, evening or night. Children 
may take one globule per dose, or one drop of the second, third, sixth 
or twelfth liquid dilution at the same intervals of time as above directed. 
Peters. 

[Note. — One of the most frequent forms of Belladonna head- 
ache is a dull, heavy frontal pain ; a heavy regular pain over 
the whole forehead ; a general, dull frontal distress, usually 
ushered in by a sense of dryness in the mouth and throat, 
dimness of vision and slight dizziness, attended with enlarge- 
ment of the pupils. 

It is homoeopathic to headaches followed by delirium, es- 
pecially if it be of an extravagant or pleasant character, ac- 
companied with uncontrollable laughter or incessant loquacity, 
and the face be flushed and the eyes glistening. 

It is also particularly suited for hysterical headache with 
excessive irritation of the bladder, strangury, bloody micturi- 
tion, followed by an excessive flow of urine. 

Piorry has rendered himself celebrated by his bold use of 
Belladonna in hemicrania : he assumes the disease to be a 
neurosis or neuralgia of the iris, or, more properly speaking, 
of the nerves of the iris, and that it is most frequently brought 
on by exposure to bright light, or dazzling spectacles, and 
excessive reading. From thence he assumes that the disorder 
spreads to the great sympathetic nerve, soon involving the 
stomach, and to various branches of the fifth pair, causing 
pains about the head and face. On account of the specific 
action of Belladonna upon the iris, and its well established 
reputation against neuralgia, lie selected it as the principal 
remedy in hemicrania, and applied it locally about the eye, 
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using from one to four grains of the extract moistened with 
a little water and rubbed upon the temples and lids. Piorry 
avers that he hardly ever fails to check the paroxysms if 
the Bellad. be applied at the moment of their commencement, 
or soon after. One drop of a solution of Atropine may also 
be applied, according to Piorry, to the eye itself, or a small 
quantity rubbed on the lids, brow and temples. I have wit- 
nessed several cases in which patients had found this mode of 
treatment of almost certain efficacy, the attacks subsiding in a 
few hours. — Peters.] 

9. BRYONIA. 

G-enekal Remarks. — {a). The head-symptoms caused by 
Bryon., when viewed in connection with the physiological 
phenomena which it excites in other organs and systems of 
the human body, point to alterations and disturbances in the 
nerves of sensation, and in the operations of several cerebral 
nerves, viz. : of the frontal and temporal branches of the tri- 
facial ; in fact it causes an actual hemicrania. In this respect 
its action is nearly allied to that of Colocynth and Nux vom. ; 
Colocynth, however, does not affect the motor nerves of the 
face, while Bryon. often attacks the temporal and maxillary 
twigs of the superior facial branch. — Austrian Horn. Jour., 
vol. 3, p. 118. 

{b). Bryon., according to Knorre, relieves headaches affecting 
the forehead, brows and temples, the pain being aching and 
pressing out as if the head would burst ; attended with pene- 
trating stitches so violent as to force one to cry out ; arising 
from congestion of blood to the head, and increased by stoop- 
ing, moving the head, coughing or sneezing. — Genl. Horn. 
Jour., vol. 5, p. 68. 

(<?). According to Black it is indicated when the pain is on 
one side of the forehead and extends to the neck, arms and 
face, and is more throbbing in its character the more severe 
it becomes. It may be given with advantage in alternation 
with Alumina. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 36, p. 224. 

(d). Griesselich thought it was most useful in burning and 
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pressing pains, with the feeling when stooping, as if every- 
thing would fall out of the forehead ; especially when they 
are increased by walking, and relieved by pressing upon the 
head, or tying something tight around it. He also advises it 
against superficial rending pains extending to the face and 
temples ; in aching, boring and rending pains in small spots, 
occurring in persons of an irritable, angry disposition, and 
subject to rheumatism. — Hygea, vol. 14, p. 228. 

CASE 21.— A lady, aged 30, of relaxed constitution, very 
irritable and timid, formerly irregular, generally too profuse, 
but now regular in her menstruation, had suffered for years 
with violent headaches, occurring especially after depressing 
mental emotions. 

/Symptoms.— -The paroxysms commenced early in the morn- 
ing, increased during the whole day, and were so intense by 
evening that she lay almost senseless. The pain was com- 
pressing, and involved the whole brain ; her eyes were dull, 
glassy, contracted, and she could scarcely open them from 
pain ; she could not bear the least noise or light ; was irritable, 
inclined to find fault and scold. During the afternoon palpi- 
tation of heart, oppression of chest, nausea and retching to 
vomit generally set in. If she got some sleep during the 
night she was generally better the next day, but if fever and 
wakefulness set in, she was often obliged to keep her bed for 
several days in succession. 

Treatment— Bryon. 3, one drop, was soon followed by 
sleep ; the next day she was quite well, although a fresh at- 
tack occurred seven days after from the reception of dis- 
tressing news ; still Bryon. again brought on sleep, and she 
remained permanently cured.— Archiv., vol. 1, part 2, p. 104. 
■ — De. Moeitz Mullee. 

CASE 22.— A young lady, aged 20, irritable and inclined 
to anger and vexation, had suffered for a year with attacks of 
headache commencing in the morning, marked by drawing, 
boring-aching in the forehead, and by piercing, rending and 
burning in the whole head, gradually decreasing after vomit- 
ing set in. 
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Treatment. — Nux vom. 9 lessened the attacks, and two 
doses of Bryonia then cured her entirely. — Archiv., vol. 6, 
part 3, p. 100. — Dr. Schuler. 

CASE 23.— Mrs. P., aged 34, suffered frequently and 
periodically with one-sided headaches. After taking cold she 
was attacked, June 2d, with violent headache in the left tem- 
ple, the pain being pressing and outward-pressing. 

Treatment. — Nux 6, two doses, was given without benefit ; 
then Merc. 3, two doses ; in the afternoon a violent aggrava- 
tion set in, the pain shifted from the left to the right side, 
became piercing and drawing, and so severe that the patient 
cried out from the slightest touch or motion of the head. At 
2 o'clock Bryon. 200 was given, and at eight o'clock the 
patient was almost beside herself with suffering ; then Bryon. 
6, four drops in solution, was given every two hours ; at 12 
o'clock she was relieved, and the next day was perfectly well. 
— Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 33, p. 101. — Dr. Kallenbach. 

CASE 24. — A tailor, aged 44, slenderly built, with the 
signs of abdominal disease, had suffered from his youth, after 
a severe fall, with periodical attacks of pain on the right side 
of his head. The paroxysms were generally excited by 
changes in the weather, and often were so violent that he 
fainted away. 

Symptoms. — Yiolent, piercing headache fixed in a small 
spot on the vertex, with the feeling as if the coronal suture 
were forced apart and a cool air passed through the brain ; 
vertigo ; illusions of visions ; lachrymation ; sensitiveness to 
light ; loss of appetite ; white coated tongue ; feeling of heavi- 
ness in abdomen ; constipation ; turbid urine ; drawing pains 
in the joints, without swelling or redness ; emaciation ; pale- 
ness ; dejection ; loss of hope ; his pulse was generally slow 
and soft, but became frequent and hard during the' attacks. 

Treatment. — He had taken every conceivable remedy, in 
the old way, for six weeks, he then received four grains of 
Had. Bryon., divided into six powders with sugar, one dose to 
be taken morning and evening ; after the second dose the pain 
became so violent that he became unconscious, but the next 
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day it was gone and never returned.— Austrian Horn. Jour., 
vol. 3, part 1, p. 119. 

CASE 25.— A powerful man, aged 50, was attacked with 
violent pains in his head after a severe cold ; the pains in- 
volved the right side, and were rending and drawing ; the 
temporal veins were unusually distended, and his eyes glis- 
tening ; he was exceedingly restless, his tongue coated, he 
had oppression at the epigastrium, constipation, dryness of 
the skin, and hard, quick pulse. 

Treatment. — After a great variety of allopathic remedies, 
among others leeching and bleeding, had been used without 
avail, he received one grain of Had. Bryon., morning and 
evening, and was cured in a few days after a violent aggra- 
vation. — Ibid., p. 120. 

CASE 26. — A servant girl, aged 22, of robust frame, suf- 
fering at times with epileptic attacks, was seized almost with- 
out exception at every menstrual period, with pains in the 
head, always commencing in the night, and lasting for several 
days ; the pains were violent and piercing, confined to the 
right side, and deprived her of all sleep ; her eyes were blood- 
shot and protruding ; her face was pale and covered with cold 
sweat ; her tongue coated ; appetite gone, and constipation 
had lasted four days ; her pulse hard ; skin dry ; urine scanty 
and turbid. She had great anxiety, and complained of 
crawling and pricking pain in the ankle-joints. 

Treatment. — After six days' allopathic treatment without 
relief she received Bryon. one grain, three times a day, with 
relief the same day and perfect cure in a few days. — Ibid., 
p. 120. 

Keview. — Of the six cases, two were in males and four in 
females, all middle aged. 

In two cases taking cold was the exciting cause ; in one case 
changes of weather; in one case the time of menstruation • in 
another depressing mental emotions; while, according to 
Hering, Bryonia is useful in the headaches of rheumatic sub- 
jects, and those of an irritable, timid disposition and inclined 
to anger and vexation, 
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In two cases the pain was on the right side, in the temples, 
forehead and vertex ; in one case it was on the left. 

In two cases the pain commenced early in the morning and 
increased till evening. 

Drawing pains occurred in three cases ; piercing pains as 
often ; besides, we meet with penetrating, compressing, out- 
pressing, rending, boring, burning, and throbbing pains, espe- 
cially when the attacks become severe. In several cases the 
paroxysms occurred periodically. 

Among the attending affections, we find congestion to the 
head in case 24 ; vertigo in case 24 ; distension of temporal 
veins in case 25 ; redness, protrusion and glistening of the eyes 
in cases 25 and 26 ; dimness, glassiness and inability to open 
the eyes in cases 24 and 26 ; illusions of vision in case 24 ; 
paleness of the face in cases 24 and 26 ; face covered with cold 
sweat in case 26 ; coated tongue, nausea, retching to vomit, 
vomiting, constipation and turbid urine in cases 24 and 26 ; 
hardish, hard and quick pulse in cases 24 and 26 ; drawing 
pains in the joints in case 24 ; extension of the pains to the 
nape, arms and face in § c. 

The conditions of increase of the pains were : moving the 
head, or touching it, sneezing or coughing, stooping, walking, 
noise and light ; the pains generally commenced early in the 
morning and were worst at night. 

Bryon. cured four cases, without aid from other remedies, 
viz. : cases 21, 24, 25, 26. In two cases Kux vom. was given 
previously without effect. 

Black generally found Alumina useful in alternation with 
Bryon. 

The most of the cases were of a chronic nature, and the 
cures set in quickly. 

The doses were of Bryon. 3d and 6th dilution. In case 23, 
the high potencies merely excited, while the 6th relieved 
quickly. The doses given by Allopaths were grain doses of 
the Root ; they cured but caused severe aggravations in two 
cases. 
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Dose.— The lower or stronger dilutions seem to be most useful. 
Noack says one or two drops of the pure tincture, or of the 1st, 2d or 
3d dilution may be given as directed for Bellad. in acute, or once or 
twice a day in chronic cases. When the globules are preferred two or 
three may be given per dose, every %, 1, 2 or 4 hours in severe cases ; 
and every 6, 8 or 12 hours in slighter attacks ; or five or six globules 
may be solved in a wineglassful of water, and one or two teaspoonfuls 
given as often as above directed. — Peters. 

10. CALCAREA CARBONICA. 

General Bemaeks. — (a). According to Hahnemann it is 
most suited when there is heaviness and aching in the forehead, 
forcing one to close his eyes ; in headaches from excessive 
reading and writing ; boring in the forehead, as if the head 
would burst ; throbbing pain in the occiput ; pushing in the 
middle of the brain ; hammering headache after walking in 
the open air, forcing one to lie down ; headache and buzzing 
in the head, with heat of the face, icy coldness of the right 
side of the head, and sweat on the head at night. — Chronic 
diseases, vol. 2, p. 308. 

(b). Black says Calc. may be used in some cases in which. 
Bellad. seems indicated, viz. : in those with heaviness, fulness, 
aching and heat in the face. It may also be given when there 
is a violent aching pain over the eyes with trembling of the 
lower lids, especially when the patient is dull and confused in 
the morning, awakes from sleep unrefreshed, and suffers with 
nervous debility. Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 36, p. 224. 

(c). According to Tietze, Calc. is next to Sepia the most 
important remedy in chronic migrane, especially in persons 
who have had to contend much with dyscratic diseases, and in 
whom a scrofulous predisposition is still evident. The pains 
which it relieves most readily, are dull aching pains in the 
vertex, extending towards the forehead ; or drawing pains and 
coldness in the forehead attended with nausea, and arising or 
being increased by exposure to the free air ; or rending pains 
in the right side of the forehead, with great soreness to touch ; 
or throbbing and pushing in the middle of the brain ; or head- 
ache generally confined to the right side, from which it radi- 
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ates to other parts. These headaches may be attended with 
eructations, inclination to vomit and vomiting ; or the menses 
may appear too early and flow too freely. — Genl. Horn. Jour., 
vol. 34, p. 19. 

CASE 27. — A young lady, aged 23, had suffered for two 
years with headaches ; she had been scrofulous when a child ; 
commenced to menstruate scantily when 12 years old, often 
with an interval of six weeks. 

Symptoms. — Dulness of the head, boring in the forehead 
as if the head would burst ; hammering headache when in the 
free air, forcing her to return and lie down ; buzzing in the 
head with heat of the face, and falling out of the hair ; webs 
before the eyes, dimness of sight especially when reading ; 
inclination to diarrhoea ; during menstruation cutting pains in 
abdomen, and grasping pain in the sacrum ; fre- jr.ent awaking 
at night, with weeping and unhappiness. Calc. 30 effected a 
cure. — Annals, vol. 1, p. 74. — Dr. Schrot; r. 

CASE 28. — A woman whose menses o curred too frequently 
and freely, and who felt worst earl in the morning, had 
suffered for 15 years, with : 

Feeling of coldness in the whole head; with vesicles or 
aphthae in mouth constantly going and coming ; acrid eructa- 
tions from the stomach, without thirst ; drawing pains in the 
legs, extending up to the back, and pricking in the ankle- 
joints. 

Treatment. — Sulph. 30 merely relieved the pains in the 
limbs, but Calc. 30 removed the whole trouble permanently. — 
Archiv., vol. 17, part 1, p. 9. — D. B. in D. 

CASE 29. — Miss G., aged 19, had suffered almost daily for 
7 years with headache, sometimes affecting one side only, at 
others the whole head. She had frequent nausea and vomiting, 
and her menses were rather profuse. 

Treatment. — Sepia and Carb. veg. were given without avail, 
except the pain became more limited to the right side ; Calc. 
carb. 500, was also given without relief; then Tinct. sulph., 
four doses of two drops each, one dose daily ; then Calc. carb. 
4th dilut., six doses, two every week, with improvement after 
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2d dose, so that she had no return of headache for four months ; 
then a slight attack was immediately relieved by one dose of 
Calc. c. 4th, and she remained permanently cured. — Genl. 
Horn. Jour., vol. 33, p. 106. — Kallenbacii. 

CASE 30.— Miss J. had suffered for a long time with 
violent pressing pain over the left frontal protuberance, which 
prevented her from attending to any household duties ; it was 
increased by over-heating and by fright ; relieved by binding 
up the head and by lying down ; it commenced early in the 
morning, persisted the whole day, and then returned again in 
a few days ; she had heat and rush of blood to the head, pain 
in her eyes, dimness of sight, red, dull spots on her cheeks ; 
also sore throat from every cold, constant pain in her back 
and stitches in the sacrum; she was annoyed with falling 
asleep of her feet, and constant drowsiness ; her menses were 
very profuse and attended with pains in the hips. Calc. c, 
repeated every 8 days, cured her entirely. Practical Obser- 
vations, vol. 2, p. 5. — Dr. Sciiindler. 

CASE 31. — A robust woman, aged 51, had an attack of 
headache, coming on with every rain-storm, and lasting 24 
hours ; consisting of constant darting and pricking in the 
head, attended with much drowsiness, and vomiting of bile. 

Treatment. — Sulph. 30 did not relieve; but after taking 
Calc. c. 30 she had no attack subsequent to the first 8 days of 
treatment. — Archiv., vol. 17, p. 1, page 8. — Dr. B. of D. 

CASE 32. — Mr. J., aged 40, of sanguine temperament, had 
suffered when a child with scald-head, afterwards with worm 
complaints, and finally for many years with the following 
constantly increasing malady. 

Symptoms. — Tearing pain, extending from the temples 
towards the vertex, which then became hot ; when the pain 
increased much, throbbing set in, and was aggravated by 
mental exertion and spirituous drinks. These attacks were 
worse every four weeks; and if he ate rather freely in the 
evening he was generally attacked with spasms of the stomach 
and vomiting of food. He had burning in the eyes, and 
purulent discharge from the ears; when reading his head 
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became confused, and painful on one side, with sweat on that 
side ; his hair fell out freely ; his nose was filled with offensive 
pus ; he hawked up phlegm from the throat ; was constipated ; 
had piercing pain in the left side from motion ; shortness of 
breath from stooping and going up stairs ; nocturnal pains in 
the back and arms ; loss of strength ; talking weakened him 
very much ; he fell asleep early in the evening, awoke frequent- 
ly during the night ; was irritable and easily excited to anger. 

Treatment.— As he had been in the habit of being bled 
every year, for four years, he first received Aconite; then 
Nux vom. 30, followed by some relief from headache ; then 
Calc. c. 30, for five weeks, when he was fully relieved of all 
his complaint.— Annals, vol. 1, p. 236.— Dk. Schroter. 

CASE 33. — Chronic headache occurring after suppression 
of itch ; affecting the forehead, most violent in the forenoon, 
increased or excited by mental occupation, attended with 
paleness of the face, disordered digestion, and weakness, espe- 
cially in the morning. 

Treatment. — Nux vom. only afforded palliative relief, but 
several doses of Calc. c. 3, given at long intervals, cured the 
case permanently. — Hygea, vol. 20, p. 355. — Dk. Maly. 

CASE 34. — A young lady, aged 21, of slender make, and 
taciturn, but irritable disposition, whose menstruation occurred 
profusely every three weeks, and was preceded by swelling 
and painfulness of the breasts and leucorrhcea, had suffered for 
several weeks : 

With throbbing pain in the forehead, internal heat in the 
head and sensation as if it would burst, setting in every after- 
noon and increasing till evening ; during the attacks the blood 
flew to her face, her cheeks became very red and spotted, and 
her sleep was heavy with loud, almost snoring breathing. 
Calc. c. 30 effected a permanent cure. — Archiv., vol. 17, p. 1, 
page 8. — Dr. B. of D. 

CASE 35. — A lady, aged 43, of choleric temperament, had 
suffered since the suppression of a chronic catarrh of the nose 
with: 
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Violent one-sided headache in the forehead over the left eye, 
attended with feeling of coldness, with stitches in the epigas- 
trium, and pain in the back. 

Treatment— Calc. c. 30, followed in eight days by Sulph. 
30, and after eight days more by Calc, cured her entirely in 
three weeks. — Archiv., vol. 17, p. 1, page 10. — Dr. B. of D. 

CASE 36.— A single woman, aged 25, of violent temper 
and bilious constitution, who had suffered formerly with dis- 
charge from the left ear, was troubled with an internal sense 
of coldness and numbness on the left side of head near the 
back, accompanied by rending pain, shooting through the left 
arm down to the hand, and often extending to the left leg, 
with swelling of the knee, most severe in the evening, and 
while at rest. 

Treatment. — Calc. 30 for four weeks, followed by Nux 30, 
for eight days, and again by Calc. c. 30, effected a perfect 
cure. — Ibid. 

Review. — Of the ten cases, two occurred in males, eight in 
females, their ages varying from 19 to 51 years. The tempera- 
ment is given as sanguine in one case ; choleric in one case ; 
venous or bilious in one case ; delicate in one case. 

The most common exciting causes were previous scrofulous 
affections, scald-head, suppressed discharges from ears or nose, 
or suppressed itch. In case 31, the attacks always occurred 
during rain storms. 

In four of the female cases, the menses occurred too soon 
and too profusely ; in one case only, in a scrofulous person 
were the menses too late and scanty. 

The character of the pains varied very much ; most fre- 
quently they were of a hammering, throbbing or pushing 
nature, as in § a, c, and cases 32 and 33 ; pressing and dull in 
§ a, b, c ; boring with sense of bursting in § a, and cases 27 
and 31 ; pricking in case 31 ; rending in § c ; stretching in 
case 32 ; piercing in case 31 ; radiating in § e. 

Quite peculiar to Calc. is the sensation of coldness in the 
head, the icy coldness of the right side of the head, mentioned 
in § a, c, and cases 28, 35 and 36 ; and the night-sweats, § a. 
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As regards the locality of the pains, the majority were 
seated in the forehead over the eyes, see § a, b, c, and cases 
30, 33, 34, 35 ; next in the middle of the brain § a, c ; then in 
vertex, see § c ; occasionally in the occiput, see § a ; or in the 
side of the forehead, § c ; or on one side, see case 33, viz. : on 
the right side in § c, and case 29 ; on the left side in cases 30, 
35 and 36. 

As regards the time of day in which the pains commence 
or increase, we find early in the morning in cases 30 and 38 ; 
in the forenoon in cases 33 and 34. 

Among the accompanying disorders, we find congestion to 
the head and face in § a, and cases 30 and 34 ; red spots upon 
the cheeks in cases 30 and 34 ; dimness of vision in cases 27 
and 30 ; paleness of face in case 33. Dr. Black mentions 
quivering of the lower eye-lid. Among the gastric derange- 
ments we find nausea, eructations, hot risings from the 
stomach, vomiting of bile or food, inclination to diarrhcea ; 
also aphthae in the mouth ; and sleepiness. 

Among the causes of the commencement or increase of the 
Calc. headaches, we find mental labor, reading and writing 
in § a, and cases 32 and 33 ; household occupations in case 30 ; 
speaking in case 32 ; exposure to free air and walking in § a, 
c, and case 27 ; touch in § e ; fright and over-heating in case 
30 ; use of spirituous liquors in case 32. Among the causes 
which alleviate the pain, we find, closing the eyes in § a ; 
binding up the head in case 30 ; lying down in § a, and cases 
27 and 30. 

Calc. effected four cures unaided by any other remedy ; in 
several cases Sulph. was given with little or no effect ; in one 
case Calc. was given in alternation with Sulph. ; and in one 
case with Nux. 

All the cases were old chronic ones, and the cures were 
effected in a few weeks. 

As regards the dose, Calc. 30 was given in seven cases ; 
Calc. 3 in one case ; Calc. 4 in one case. Generally one dose 
sufficed to effect a cure. In case 29, Calc. 500 was given 
without avail, while four doses of Calc. 4 effected a cure. 
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DOSC — In chronic cases, two or three grains of the 1st, 2d or 3d 
trituration, or as much as will cover a sixpence, or the top of the cork of 
the vial, may be taken once or twice a day, or every 2d, 4th or 6th 
day. Or from three to five globules may be taken as often as above. 
It is not often used in acute cases. — Peters. 

11. CAMPHOR A. 

CASE 37.— A woman, ag-ed 36, with unusual development 
of the cerebellum, had suffered for several months with : 

Throbbing and heavy beating in the cerebellum ; pulse irri- 
table and synchronous with the beating in the brain ; great 
redness and heat in the face. 

Treatment. — Spirits of Camphor. 1 to 10, 3 ij, of which one 
or two drops were given every five minutes, removed the 
who le attack in the course of an hour. — Griesselicti. 

CASE 38.— A young lady, aged 19, suffered with paroxysms 
of headache of the following character : 

Throbbing in the cerebellum synchronous with the pulse 
beats. Camphor T Vth, one drop per dose, every ten minutes, 
relieved the attack in a few hours. — Griesselich. 

CASE 39.' — A man, aged 39, was attacked with throbbing 
headache in the cerebellum, which he himself described as 
synchronous with the pulse. 

Spirits of Camphor, four or five drops per dose, were given 
every fifteen minutes, and sufficed to remove the difficulty in 
the course of two hours. — Hygea, vol. 13, p. 456. 

Review. — Camphor is the only remedy which produces and 
promptly cures throbbing pains in the cerebellum synchronous 
with the pulse. 

[Note. — Judging from Christison's records, Camphor is 
homoeopathic to some varieties of nervous and congestive 
headaches, when the patient is languid, listless, giddy and con- 
fused ; when all objects quiver, and sparks appear before his 
eyes, and his body feels so light that he seems to skim along 
the floor almost without touching it ; when the patient is pale 
and chilly and his head feels numb ; followed by a strange 
feeling of anxiety, so that without thinking himself in danger 
he sheds tears, but cannot tell why. These symptoms may be 
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followed by some heat of skin, palpitation, hurried pulse, sense 
of intoxication, moisture of the skin, and profound sleep for 
some hours, attended with excessive sweating. — Peters.] 

Dose. — The proper dose is sufficiently indicated in the treatment of 
the above cases. It is a matter of regret that other mild remedies, such 
as Chamomilla, CofFea, Borax, Ferrum, Ipecac, Lycopodium, Nux 
moschata, and many others are not given as freely as above recom- 
mended for Camphor, instead of being administered in doses as infini- 
tesimal as if these remedies were as powerful as Arsenic, Bellad. or 
Merc, corrosiv. — Peters. 

12. CARBO ANIMALIS. 
General Remarks. — According to Black, Car 1). an. is useful 
in nervous and congestive headaches, in which pressure in the 
occiput sets in after eating, attended with soreness of the scalp, 
and by pains arising from irregular action of the digestive 
organs, connected with flatulence. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 36, 
page 224. 

13. CARBO VEGETABILIS. 

CASE 40. — A young gentleman, aged 8, had been subject 
for two years to attacks of excruciating headache, commencing 
with giddiness and sense of fulness, ending in most acute pain. 
Carb. veg. relieved him entirely. — Dunsford, p. 104. 

CASE 41. — A gardner, aged 40, became subject to head- 
aches after a fall upon the head ; the paroxysms came on two 
or three times a day, lasted an hour and were followed by 
great weakness and palpitation. 

Treatment. — Bellad. kept off the attacks for three weeks. 
Carb. veg. was then given and the pain did not return for six 
months ; it was repeated and the malady was overcome, slight 
pain only being experienced on sudden changes in weather. 
— Ibid. — Peters. 

Dose. — Carb. anim. and vegetab. may be given in the same doses as 
recommended for Calcarea. — Peters. 

14. CAPSICUM. 
General Remarks. — (a). According to Hering, Capsicum 
is often useful against throbbing headaches, or those marked 
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by distending, bursting or out-pressing pains, increased by 
motion or walking ; or against piercing-rending pains, occur- 
ring while one is at rest, or when moving the head or eyes, or 
stooping ; when exposure to the free air or cold aggravates the 
pain ; and the attacks occur in phlegmatic, dull, or irritable 
people, or in children who are very contrary, apt to be chilly, 
especially after drinking, and are afraid of the free air and of 
active exercise. 

(5). Tietze uses Caps, when the pains are throbbing, or 
aching and piercing and attended with nausea to the point of 
vomiting ; when they are aggravated by moving and bending 
the head, by moving the eyes, and the patient is very sensi- 
tive to the cold air. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 34, p. 32. 

Dose i — Capsicum may be given at the rate of one or two drops of 
the 1st, 2d or 3d dilution, every two, four, six or more hours, according 
to the severity of the symptoms. Children and delicate females may 
take one or two globules as often. — Peters. 

15. CAUSTICUM. 

General Remarks. — According to Hahnemann it is indi- 
cated against dull, stupifying aching in the brain ; piercing 
in the head ; stitches in the temples ; burning piercing in the 
vertex. — Chronic Diseases, vol. 3, p. 86. 

CASE 42. — A delicate seamstress, aged 37, had suffered 
for a long time with an affection of the head. 

It began with stitches in the scalp, shot to the temples, 
where it also became piercing, and was attended with nausea ; 
the pain was most severe in the morning, soon extended 
through the whole body, which became chilly and covered 
with goose-skin, whilst the head and face became burning hot. 
Her menses were very irregular, at times too early, at others 
too late. 

Treatment — Bellad. not only did not relieve, but the paro- 
xysms became more severe in the evening. Causticum 30 
removed the whole difficulty. — Archiv., vol. 17, p. 1, page 10. 
—Dr. B. of D. 
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CASE 43. — A merchant, aged 52, of robust constitution, 
had suffered for several years with the following complaints : 

Violent stitches of pain in the right temple, most severe in 
the evening when he came out of the open air into a warm 
room, and attended with giddiness. Irregular appetite, at 
times poor, at others ravenous ; fulness in the abdomen, 
constipation for several days at a time ; at night when in bed 
he had drawing pains in all his limbs, persisting severely 
until midnight ; chills during the evening, with dejection of 
mind, and gloomy anticipations about the future ; frequent 
sorrow and care. 

Ireatment. — Pulsat. afforded but little relief, but Caust. 30, 
removed the whole difficulty. — Ibid. 

CASE 44. — -An old lady, aged 75, a great coffee drinker, 
had suffered several years with : 

Nocturnal pains of a rending and digging character, attended 
with constant roaring and rushing in the head ; formication 
in the arms and rending in all the limbs, increased by motion. 

Treatment. — Sulph. 30, one dose every fourteen days for 
five doses, with the continued use of coffee, removed the pains 
in the limbs, and Caust. 30, five doses at the same intervals of 
time cured those in the head. — Ibid. 

Review. — All three cases were chronic ; the pains affected 
the temples in particular ; they were piercing and connected 
with rending and drawing in the limbs. 

Dose. — Causticum is regarded by many physicians as a very mild 
or almost inert remedy, still it seems to have been exceedingly useful 
in the above three chronic cases, and that in the high dilutions. Two 
or three globules may be given two or three times a day at first ; then 
every two, four or six days ; if this does not suffice, one or two drops 
of the first, third or sixth dilution may be used in chronic cases once or 
twice a day, or at the longer intervals above directed. It is rarely given 
in acute cases. — Peters. 

16. CHAMOMILLA. 

General Remarks. — According to Hering, Chamomilla is 

useful in pains from taking cold and from excessive use of 

coffee ; especially when there is rending and drawing m one 

side of the head extending down into the jaws ; stitches in the 

3 
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temples ; heaviness, or very annoying throbbing over the nose ; 
especially when one cheek is red and the other pale, or the 
whole face is swollen, and the patient has a bitter putrid taste 
in the mouth. It is often suitable for children and for per- 
sons who become ill-natured from pain. 

CASE 45.— Mrs. P., aged 34, suffered periodically with 
one-sided headache. 

Symptoms. — Yiolent piercing pains in the left side of the 
head, extending from the occiput to the upper jaw of the same 
side ; at times she had rending pains in the left ear, the left 
cheek became red and hot, and frequent slight chills were 
followed by stitches in the region of the liver. 

Treatment — Chamomilla 200, afforded no relief from early 
in the morning until 10 o'clock at night ; then Chamom. 3, 
three drops in solution, one teaspoonful every hour was given 
with relief in the course of an hour, and the next day she was 
well. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 33, p. 101. — Kallenbach. 

Dose. — Cham, is rarely or never suitable in the cure of chronic 
headaches. It is such a very mild remedy that in acute attacks several 
drops of the pure tincture may be given every half, one, two or more 
hours ; or the same quantities of the first, second or third dilutions may 
be used for children or very sensitive adults. In the very rare cases in 
which these doses do not suffice, the higher potencies may be tried, viz. : 
six globules in a wineglass of water, one teaspoonful per dose, as often 
as above directed. — Peters. 

17. CHINA. 

General Remakes. — (a.) According to Hering, China is 
often useful in the headaches of sensitive persons when the 
pain is pressing and prevents sleep at night, or causes such 
tearing in the temples that it seems as if they would burst ; 
also against boring pain in the vertex, with feeling as if the 
brain were bruised ; or jerking, rending, sense of fluctuation 
and bursting pain, aggravated by stepping, walking, by every 
movement, and by opening the eyes, and relieved by lying 
down and by quiet. It is also indicated when the scalp is 
very tender to touch ; and for the headaches of discontented 
and irritable persons, and those of disobedient and obstinate 
children, who are fond of stuffing themselves with all kinds of 
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improper food, have pale faces, who are only occasionally red 
and warm, and then become very talkative, or are restless the 
whole night. Often suitable after Coffea. 

(b). Tietze thinks China most suitable when the pain is a 
pressing rending, or tearing pressing, especially when most 
severe in the temples, worst at night, preventing sleep, the 
pain being aggravated by the slightest touch, by stepping, 
draughts of air or wind. Also when there is excitement of 
the mind and imagination, and the patient is wayward, abusive 
and angry. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 34, p. 22. 

(c). According to Black, China is indicated in drawing, 
rending, pressing headaches, which abate from quiet, but 
increase from the slightest motion, and do not remain fixed in 
one spot; also against the passive congestions of the head 
which follow great losses of blood, violent purgings, and loss 
of semen ; when there is a feeling of emptiness in the head, 
ringing in the ears, weakness of sight, with rending, drawing 
and squeezing pains. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 36, p. 232. 

CASE 46. — A girl, aged 15, not yet menstruated, had 
suffered for six months, with longer or shorter intervals of 
relief, from headache. 

Symptoms. — Yery painful movement and beating of the 
brain against the skull ; she could not keep her head still, but 
shook it up and down ; severe pain on the left side ; feeling as 
if the upper part of skull would burst off, the pain being 
increased by motion and stepping ; the left eye was affected ; 
the left side of neck was' painful and stiff; and she was 
lachrymose and dejected. 

Treatment. — Rhus did not help ; but China 12, half a drop, 
removed the pain in four hours ; it returned in six hours more, 
and was then removed entirely by a second dose of China. — ■ 
Annals, vol. 10, p. 414. Dr. Hartlaub. 

CASE 47. — Mrs. D., suffered with severe pain on the top of 
her head, with a flushed face, but not a frequent pulse ; conse- 
quent upon immense losses of blood after miscarriage, and 
at other times. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 3 was given without relief, and the 
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pain became distracting. Nux 3 was also given without 
benefit, as she was worse if possible on the third day ; then 
China 6, one dose, cured her promptly and completely. — Dr. 
Sharp.— Brit. Jour. Horn., vol. 9, p. 585.— Peters. 

Review — The pains relieved by China consisted of rending 
or pressing, or of both combined, attended by a feeling of 
fluctuation and of beating in the brain as if the head would 
burst ; they were worst at night, aggravated by the slightest 
touch, by moving or stepping and by currents of air, and 
relieved by rest and lying down. The mind was excited, 
irritable, or inclined to scolding and anger. It was also found 
useful against passive congestions from loss of fluids. 

[Note. — China and Quinine have been used much more 
freely in old school practice than in the homoeopathic. Wood 
says : " In relation to the permanent cure of headache, sul- 
phate of quinine should always be emrjloyed in intermittent 
and periodical cases and may be tried with the hope of good 
in others. In hemicrania he has found Quinine in connexion 
with Oil of Valerian almost uniformly successful ; he gives 
from ten to thirty grains of the Sulphate and about twenty drops 
of the Oil daily, divided into six or eight doses, and persisted 
in, if necejssary, for a week or more ; and thinks that enough 
quinine should be given to induce its peculiar effects upon the 
brain, such as buzzing in the ears, &c." Dr. "W. tells us that 
" it very often happens that the pain is increased for the first 
day or two, after which it gradually subsides ;" and perhaps 
takes the patient along with it. Johnson says Quinine and 
Arsenic are the most potent of all remedies in this disease ; 
they seldom fail to put a stop to the complaint. — Peters.] 

Dose. — Noack advises one, two or several drops of the pure tincture 
of China per dose; or like quantities of the first, second or third dilu- 
tion, repeated every half, one or two hours in severe cases, or every two, 
four or six hours in milder attacks. Children and delicate adults may 
take from one or two, to three or five globules as often. — Peters. 

18. COCCULUS. 
General Remarks. — (a). Hartmann relieved several head- 
aches by it, which were increased after eating and drinking 
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attended by a sense of emptiness and hollowness in the head, 
anc\ by pains which the patient could not describe accurately. 

(b). According to Black, Cocculus is most suitable for hypo- 
chondriacal and melancholic persons, inclined to anxiety and 
fright ; for nervous gastric headaches attended with nausea or 
actual vomiting; for headaches during menstruation, especially 
when that occurs too soon. Black also says he has had fre- 
quent occasion to observe in chronic headache with vomiting, 
that the remedies first check the latter, and then the headaches 
become less severe and diminish in frequency. When the 
headache is severe and attended with vomiting, he has found 
Cocc. the most useful intercurrent remedy in checking the 
vomiting; also Ignat. and Eugenia. — Peters. — Genl. Horn. 
Jour., vol. 36, p. 232. 

The only case recorded by Ruckert in which Cocculus was 
used, is case 60, in which it was given in daily alternation 
with Phosphor. 

As the English physicians have used it more frequently and 
successfully I subjoin the following additional case. — Petees. 

CASE 48. — Miss EL, aged 35, of full habit, had been subject 
to headaches for 15 years ; they came on shortly after menses 
first set in and have regularly appeared at that time ever 
since ; the pain was violent and dull, affecting the whole head ; 
she was obliged to lie on her side, and could not rest for a 
moment on the back of her head, nor bear the least light ; 
while the slightest noise excited nausea and vomiting ; the 
attacks lasted from 36 to 48 hours, generally commencing on 
the third or fourth day of menstruation ; menses were abun- 
dant but not painful. 

Treatment. — Cocculus 6, from every half to every six hours 
during the paroxysms, almost freed her from her headaches in 
three months. Then Bellad. 6 and Cocc. 18 were given and 
she had no return of pain for twenty months. 

The principal indication in this case for the selection of 
Cocculus was the marked tendency to nausea resembling sea 
sickness, as if the stomach heaved up and down. So great was 
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this peculiarity that travelling in a carriage made the patient 
feel ill, and nausea had often been brought on by looking at a 
vessel pitching up and down on the sea. — Black. — Brit. Jour. 
Horn., vol. 5, p. 430. — Peters. 

DOSC — One or two drops of the first, second or third dilution of 
Cocculus may be given every half, one or two hours in severe cases ; or 
every two, four or eight hours in milder attacks. When the stomach 
is exceedingly irritable the doses should not be given in water, but on 
a bit of sugar, or granules should be prepared and given dry upon the 
tongue, from one to three per dose, as often as above directed. — Peters. 

19. COFFEA. 

General Remarks. — {a). According to Hering, Coffea is 
useful in violent one-sided, drawing, pressing pains, as if a 
nail were driven into the side of the head ; <or as if the brain 
were crushed, torn or bruised ; arising from slight exciting 
causes, such as thinking, vexation, taking cold, eating too much, 
&c, attended with disgust for accustomed coffee, with sensi- 
tiveness to noise and music ; the pains seeming quite insup- 
portable, forcing the patient to weep ; or the patient gets 
quite beside himself, screams, cries, tosses about, is extremely 
anxious, fearful of the cold air, and chilly. 

The remedy may be frequently repeated, and followed by 
Kux v. or China, or at times by Ignat. or Puis. 

(5). According to Tietze, Coffea is useful in migrane when 
the pain is drawing and pressing as if from a nail driven into 
one side of the brain, or as if the whole brain were bruised or 
crushed ; when the pains drive one to distraction, force one to 
walk around the room, and are attended with great sensitive- 
ness to noise, and fresh air, with chilliness ; and are increased 
after eating. If such a headache has been produced by mental 
exertion in a person who seldom or never takes coffee then 
Coffea will almost certainly relieve. — Gen. Horn. Jour. vol. 
34, page 21. 

(c). "When the above state of mental irritability is present 
with headache, Coffea often relieves with wonderful celerity. 

[Note. — Coffee and tea are also used much more largely for 
the relief of headaches in the old practice than in the new ■ 
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"Wood sajs : " on the whole, he has found nothing more effec- 
tual for the relief of severe headache than two or three cups 
of strong tea ; but when the disease depends upon the use of 
tea or coffee (there is some homoeopathy here), they act simply 
like ardent spirit in relieving the horrors of intemperance, and 
then should not be employed, as they aggravate the evil in the 
end." Trousseau {see Traite de Therapeutique) says, common 
usage has sanctioned the efficacy of coffee in headaches, espe- 
cially in that form which sets in after eating, in nervous per- 
sons ; slight attacks of migrane almost always are removed by 
it. Sandras {see Traite pratique des maladies nerveuses, vol. 
1, p. 354) says that the only remedies that he has used with 
any success in migrane are : tea, morphine and emetico- 
cathartics. Tea, he says, if taken in very strong doses during 
the first few hours of the attack, will sometimes dissipate it, as 
if by enchantment ; but to obtain this result one must drink 
several cups of strong tea, with but very little sugar, and no 
milk or alcohol. Yalleix {see Guide du Medecin practicien, 
vol. 4, p. 766) says : In some cases a cup of the infusion of 
coffee will drive away an attack. Formey recommends an 
infusion of crude coffee as follows : coffee, finely ground but 
not roasted, and perfectly dry, 15 grammes ; boiling water, 
sufficient for a cup ; make an infusion and drink at once. The 
regular daily use of the Tinct. of Crude Coffee and the Tinct. 
of Green Tea, deserve a much more extended trial than they 
have yet received. Good says, as a general palliative strong 
coffee has often proved serviceable, and where its own sedative 
virtues are not sufficient, it forms one of the best vehicles for 
the administration of Opium ; it diminishes in some measure 
the hypnotic power of Opium and counteracts its secondary 
disturbing effects ; still if Opium be given mixed with strong 
coffee for the cure of many modifications of headache, tran- 
quillity and ease will often be produced though no sleep 
follows ; but when Opium is taken alone, sleep will perhap 
follow, but it is mostly succeeded by nausea and a return of 
pain. For similar reasons the Turks and Arabs make coffee 
their common vehicle for taking Opium. — Peters.] 
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Dose. — Noack advises one, two, or four or more drops of the pure 
tincture of raw coffee per dose at short intervals of time ; in some 
Tare cases the first, second or third dilution may be used, or several 
globules per dose, either dry upon the tongue or dissolved in a tea- 
spoonful of water. — Peters. 

20. COLOCYNTH. 

(a). According to Hering, Colocyntli will help the most 
severe and raging rending pains; or one-sided, drawing, 
pressing, squeezing pains ; or aching in the forehead, increased 
by stooping and by lying upon the back ; and, finally those 
attacks which set in every afternoon or evening, affecting the 
left side, attended with great restlessness and anxiety, especi- 
ally when the sweat of the patient has a urinous smell ; when 
but little urine is made, and that which is passed at first is 
very 'offensive, but becomes very abundant and clear during 
the severity of the pains. 

(J). Tietze thinks that Coloc. is most indicated when the 
one-sided pains are aching and pressing, or else drawing, and 
attended with nausea and vomiting ; when they affect the 
forehead and left side of head, and the attacks generally set 
in in the evening, the pain being increased by stooping, mov- 
ing, shaking the head, moving the eyelids ; also by mental 
emotions, such as indignation, bitter feelings, or mortification 
about unworthy treatment. Great restlessness and anxiety 
often attend the pain. — G-enl. Horn. Jour., vol. 34, p. 22. 

(c). According to the Austrian provers, the forms of hemi- 
crania curable by Colocyntli depend upon an increase of sen- 
sibility, aroused by rheumatic, arthritic or gastric irritations. 
It cannot cure megrims arising from thickening of the arach- 
noid, adhesion of the membranes, or other organic changes. 
Generally, the hemicrania which Colocynth cures most readily 
is seated in the course of the frontal nerve, is attended with, 
violent pain in the eye, and alternates with neuralgia of the 
coeliac plexus. — Austrian Jour., vol. 1, p. 148. 

CASE 49. — Coloc. 30, cured a violent, piercing pain in the 
forehead and eyes, shooting from without inwards and 
which had lasted for 90 hours, both by day and night ■ the 
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pulse was hard, thirst excessive, there was a bitter taste of all 
food, general dry heat and constipation. Entire relief followed 
in six hours. — Gen. Horn. Jour., vol. 4, p. 13. — Attomyr. 

CASE 50. — A young lady, aged 24, of delicate constitution, 
formerly scrofulous, was attacked with intensely violent, 
pressing, rending, headache ; she could not lie still, was con- 
stantly getting up, bent herself together, wept and screamed. 
"When the headache abated attacks of suffocation set in, with 
oppression of chest, gasping for breath, clenching of the hands, 
&c. The paroxysms recurred every half or one hour. Coloc, 
six doses, relieved the whole suffering. — Practical Observa- 
tions, vol. 2, p. 9. — Dr. Schindler. 

CASE 51. — An old lady, aged 50, had suffered for several 
years with headache on the left side, occurring periodically 
in the afternoon about five o'clock. She had been treated , 
allopathically without relief. 

Treatment. — Asarum afforded some relief, but Colocynth 
cured her in a few days permanently. — Archiv., vol. 11, 
part 2, p. 114. 

CASE 52. — Mr. W., aged 29, of robust frame and choleric, 
phlegmatic temperament, suffered with : 

Periodical headache, recurring every morning about half 
an hour after awaking, being rending, piercing and jerking 
in its character, and affecting the right temple in particular, 
but extending from thence over the whole right side of the 
forehead. He also had dulness of the head ; turning out of 
the right eye, which was red and watery, and seemed smaller 
than the other ; Simmering before and dimness of the same 
eye. The pains extended to the teeth, where they became 
raging, aching, and jerking, attended with sensitiveness of the 
right side of the head, especially about the eye, with soreness 
to touch ; he also had loss of smell ; flowing catarrh ; cough, with 
greenish expectoration and increase of headache ; white coated 
tongue ; inclination to vomit ; contraction of the stomach, with 
soreness to touch ; heaviness of the limbs ; coldness and thirst. 

The attacks lasted from 6 a. m. to 3 p. m., attended with 
great anxiety and restlessness, so that he walked about the 
room in agony. 
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Treatment— Nux v., Bell., Bryon., China, Cham, and Sul- 
phur were given without much benefit ; then Coloc. 2 was 
given and rendered the next attack lighter, and seven more 
doses effected a perfect cure.— Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 27, 
p. 293. — Dr. Hatjstein. 

Eeview.— The above cases presented the following striking 
peculiarities : the pains occurred in paroxysms, generally lasting 
from morning till afternoon ; they were violent, rending, com- 
pressing, drawing, pressing, piercing and jerking. In three 
cases they were on the left side of the head, in one case on the 
right, in others more in the front-head and forehead, and 
were attended with nausea, vomiting, great restlessness and 
anxiety ; with perspiration of urinous smell, with scanty and 
offensive mine; the attacks were excited by vexation and 
mortification, increased by stooping and lying on the back, 
by moving, especially of the eyelids, by shaking the head and 
by touching it. 

[Note. — The use of Colocynth as specific to some forms of 
neuralgia of the head, hip and other parts, has long been 
known to the homceopathists, but "Watson tells us that Sir 
Charles Bell, drawing a bow at a venture, achieved a cure of 
a patient upon whom much previous treatment had been ex- 
pended in vain, by some pills composed of Extract of Colo- 
cynth, Croton Oil and Galbanum. He mixes one or two 
drops of the Oleum Tiglii, with a drachm of the compound 
extract of Colocynth, and gives five grains of this mass, with 
ten grains of the compound Galbanum pill at bed-time. 
Watson says he mentions the exact proportions and dose be- 
cause other cases have been since reported, both by Sir 
Charles and others, in which the same prescription was fol- 
lowed by the same success. The small quantity of Colocynth 
in the above farrago would probably have been equally use- 
ful. — Peters.] 

The Doses were Coloc, 2d dilution, 6th and 30th ; the cures took 
place quickly. [Noack advises one or two drops of the 1st, 2d, or 3d 
dilution, repeated at longer or shorter intervals, according to the seve- 
rity of the headache.] — Peters. 
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21. CREOSOTE. 

CASE 53. — A man, aged 40, strong and plethoric, was 
attacked three weeks after having the influenza, with : 

Yiolent pain in the whole back head, extending to the 
nape, and most severe on the right side ; the pain commenced 
at five o'clock, a. m., with great severity, increased for seve- 
ral hours, then lessened, and finally ceased about eleven, 
a. m. These paroxysms occurred daily, but anticipated and 
postponed somewhat. Every movement of the head increased 
the pain ; the sexual desire was much lessened, and the 
attacks were more severe after gratification of it. Every kind 
of cure, together with Bark and Quinine, had been tried in 
vain. 

Treatment. — Creosote 3d, one dose per day, for ten days, 
produced a marked alleviation, then it ceased to cause im- 
provement, and finally the disorder commenced again to in- 
crease in severity. Creosote 2d was given, and after being 
continued, one dose daily, for some time, the patient was 
entirely cured. — Vehsemeyer's Journal, vol. 2, p. 228. — Reisig. 

[Dose. — Noack advises one or two drops of the 1st, 2d, or 3d dilu- 
tion every two, four, six, eight, twelve or twenty-four hours, according 
to the acuteness or severity of the attack. — Peters.] 

22. CROCUS. 
General Remarks. — The pains in the head so frequently 
occurring during the change of life in women, may often be 
relieved by Crocus, especially when they are of a pushing, 
throbbing character, with pressure upon the eyes, attacking 
first one spot, then another, with distension of the blood- 
vessels, not confined to the head only, but spreading to other 
parts of the body ; also when the pains are most severe at the 
times when the menses used to occur, and persist uninter- 
ruptedly for two or three days, having but few intermissions 
even during the night, sufficiently long to allow of sleep ; be- 
coming less severe and continuous after the menstrual period 
has passed. Dose. Crocus 3d, repeated two or three times a 
day, and resumed again at each monthly period. — GenL 
Horn. Jour., vol. 18, p. 111. 



44 



HEADACHES. 



[Dose.— Noack advises one drop of the pure tincture, or of the 1st 
or 2d dilution, every half, one, two or three hours in severe attacks, and 
two or three times a day only, in mild cases. — Peters.] 

23. DULCAMARA. 

CASE 54.— A healthy woman, aged 40, was attacked with 
headache on coming to, after suddenly falling senseless to the 
floor. 

Symptoms.— Violent boring burning in the forehead and 
vertex, with digging in the brain from within outwards; 
sensation as if a board before the forehead pressed back the 
brain ; increase of pain from every motion, even from speak- 
ing ; heaviness of the head ; accumulation of saliva in the mouth ; 
dryness of the tongue and thirst ; hard, tense pulse ; great 
weakness and bruised feeling of limbs ; attacks of sickness 
during damp, rainy weather. 

Treatment. — Ten minutes after Dulc. 8, increase of pain set 
in and lasted an hour, followed by sleep for three hours, from 
which she awoke well. 

See Mat. Med. Pur., Symptoms 11, 16, 23, 27, 34, 37, 59, 
95, 97. — Annals, vol. 1, p. 231. — Dr. Gaspary. 

Dose* — Dulcamara is one of the milder remedies, of which Noack 
advises one or two drops of the pure tincture, or of the first or second 
dilution every one, two, foUr or six hours. In appropriate cases the 
higher dilutions may he used, or three globules solved in a wineglassful 
of water, one teaspoonful to be taken per dose as often as above directed. 
— Peters. 

24. GRATIOLA OFFICINALIS. 

[Chapman has used it in sick headache with benefit when 
there is nausea, disgust for food, giddiness relieved by being 
in the open air, heaviness of head and constriction of fore- 
head. A drop of the second or third dilution will sometimes 
cut the attack short, but its effects are generally merely palli- 
ative ; one patient has frequently succeeded in breaking up 
the attacks during the course of several years, but still 

remains subject to them. — Brit. Jour. Horn., vol. 8, p. 226. 

Peters.] 

[Dose.— Gratiola 13 an acrid remedy, and apt to came aggravations, 
hence Noack advises but one drop per dose, of the 2d, 4th or 6th dilu- 
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tion, once or twice a day, or only every two days in chronic cases. In 
acute and severe attacks, two or three drops of liquid Gratiola may be 
put in a wineglassful of water, and one teaspoonful given per dose 
every half, one or two hours, until relief ensues, and then only every 
two, four, six or eight hours. For children aud delicate adults, as 
many globules may be put in the same quantity of water, and one tea- 
spoonful given as often as above directed. — Peters.] 

25. HEPAR SULPHURIS. 

CASE 55. — Miss J., aged 17, had suffered with headache 
almost constantly for three months ; she had dull, pressive pain 
over the root of the nose, and a little over the eye, worst in the 
morning, increased by reading and mental exercise, generally 
relieved by rest ; also weakness of back and occasional 
derangement of stomach. 

Treatment. — Hepar. 6 caused an aggravation for seven 
days, then Hepar 15 caused a relief for a month, and Hepar 
18 effected a complete cure. — Black, Brit. Jour., vol. 5, 
p. 428. 

CASE 56. — Lady A., highly nervous, had suffered more 
than eight years with severe headache, consisting first of a dull 
pain in forehead, then becoming acute and extending to the 
whole head. 

Treatment. — Hepar for six weeks, when decided improve- 
ment commenced, followed by extreme languor and weak- 
ness, which lasted fully more than a month — when this cura- 
tive weakness, denoting a great change taking place in the 
organism, disappeared, the headaches were also gone. — Black, 
Ibid, p. 429. — Peters. 

[Dose. — Hepar sulph is generally given dry upon the tongue, one 
dose of the 1st or 2d trituration every hour or two, in severe attacks ; or one 
or two grains or granules of the 3d, 6th or 12th dilution every one or two 
days in chronic cases. — Peters.] 

26. IGNATIA. 

General Remarks. — (a). According to Tietze, Ignatia is 
suitable in hemicrania as a purely spinal remedy ; also for 
sensitive, irritable, hysterical persons of a sanguine nervous 



• • 



• A 



46 



IIEADACI1ES. 



temperament; for delicate persons, where there is an incli- 
nation for visionary dreaming ; when grief is borne silently ; 
when slight clonic cramps are apt to occur after fright and 
vexation ; when the pain is pressing, piercing, from within 
outwards, especially in the forehead and root of nose, or as If 
a nail was pressed into the temples or sides of the head. — 
Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 34, p. 11. 

(i). Dr. Black says it is a good remedy in the nervous 
headaches of hysterical women, when they set in and subside 
suddenly. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 36, p. 233. 

(e). According to Hering it cures pressing pain over the 
nose, when relieved by stooping ; pressing from within out- 
wards ; jerking and throbbing ; rending in the forehead as if 
a nail were driven into the head ; piercing and boring deep 
into the head with nausea, darkness before the eyes, and 
dislike for light ; paleness of the face, much watery urine ; the 
pains ceasing for a while when one changes his position, 
returning frequently after eating, coming on again in the 
evening after, lying down, and in the morning soon after 
rising ; rendering the patient very timid and changeable, or 
silent and dejected. — P. 140. 

CASE 57. — A young lady, aged 24, blond, pregnant for the 
fourth time in seven years, had suffered with migrane before 
her pregnancy, and been troubled for four weeks with the 
following : 

Symptoms. — Pain beginning in the middle of the forehead, 
extending down to half of the nose, upwards to the middle of 
the vertex, where it presses like a weight, followed by nausea 
and inclination to vomit ; most severe from early morning to 
mid-day, then remitting but at times persisting till night • every 
noise and loud speaking irritated her very much ; she was pale 
had a suffering appearance, and great lassitude of the limbs. 

Ignat. 6, repeated every four or five days, removed the whole 
difficulty. — Dr. Schwaeze, p. 9, see case 90. 

Keview. — The sphere of action of the remedy is sufficiently 
given in § a and e ; it is especially suitable for nervous hyste- 
ri cal persons, other circumstances not forbidding. 
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I)0S6« — Ignatia is a powerful remedy, of which one or two drops of 
the second, third or sixth dilution may be given every one, two or four 
hours in severe attacks, or every six, eight or twelve hours in milder 
cases. Or one, two or three globules may be given dry upon the 
tongue. In chronic cases the dose should be repeated once or twice a 
day, or only once every two, four or more days. — Peters. 

27. IRIS VERSICOLOR. 

Dr. James Kitchen says it is the most prompt and effectual 
remedy against sick headache that he has ever given in this 
truly annoying disorder. The first dose will arrest the trouble 
in some patients, as he has witnessed in several cases. He has 
made comparative trials with it and other remedies, telling 
his patient to observe which medicine would relieve them 
most speedily ; they have invariably, on the return of the 
attack, pointed out the Iris. This he conceives conclusive 
respecting this complaint, so that he need not comment on it 
further than to recommend it very highly so far as his expe- 
rience goes. — North Am. Horn. Jour., vol. 1, p. 464. 

Dose. — Dr. Kitchen recommends an alcoholic tincture of the root, 
diluted as required from the first to the sixth dilution, a few drops in a 
tumbler half full of water, a teaspoonful per dose. It is particularly 
useful in allaying the nausea and vomiting. — Peters. 

28. LACHESIS. 

General Remarks. — According to Black it is indicated 
in one-sided tense headaches extending from the occiput to 
the eyes, with vomiting, stiffness of the neck and soreness of 
the scalp. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 26, p. 233. 

Note. — In British Jour, of Homoeopathy, vol. 5, p. 404, 
Black reports several severe chronic headaches mainly cured 
with Lachesis and Sepia. 

Henderson, Ker and Russell, also report favorably of 
Lachesis in chronic headaches. 

CASE 58. — C. B. has suifered severely with headaches 
after a bilious attack ; they commence with dimness of vision, 
which continued for an hour, then go off, leaving a dullish 
pain over the eye, causing him to feel exhausted and disin- 
clined for any occupation. Bowels rather costive. 
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Treatment— Lachvsk 15 ; had one headache only in a week, 
leaving deafness, twitching of the lids and lips and twitching 
and throbbing under one eye. Lachesis relieved his head for 
a week more, but the twitching still remained. Bellad. 12 and 
Lach. 15 quickly removed the rest.— Kussell, Brit. Jour. 
Horn., vol. 5, p. 433. 

In another similar case Kussell found the headaches to 
disappear entirely under the use of Lachesis for one year, but 
then they returned again and Lachesis was useful for a few 
months longer in arresting the vomiting, which attended severe 
attacks, but the headaches remained. Drysdale found Can- 
nabis useful in such cases. — Ibid. 

CASE 59. — Miss B., aged 24, had suffered with headaches 
for four months, with a general feeling of numbness and 
faintishness, great giddiness and paleness ; the pain was gen- 
erally shooting and throbbing over one eye, frequently 
attended with nausea, increased by motion and always worst 
in the morning ; is seldom a day free from headache, and when 
she is, giddiness takes its place ; acid taste in mouth, every- 
thing turns sour, fulness and weight in stomach after eating ; 
tongue clean and bowels regular. Menses regular, but attended 
with pain in back and lower part of abdomen, and more severe 
headache than common. Lach. 15, almost entirely effected a 
cure in six weeks. The indications for its use were the one- 
sided headache, often attended with sickness, the vertigo with 
paleness, the tendency to faint and general sensation of numb- 
ness. — Dr. Kee, Brit. Jour. Horn., vol. 5, p. 434. — Peters. 

Dosei — The credit of introducing this powerful remedy into prac- 
tice is entirely due to the veteran Dr. Hering of Philadelphia ; he advises 
one dose of the 6th, 15th and 30th dilution once or twice a day in 
acute cases, every two, four, eight, ten or more days in chronic cases. 

29. MAGNET. SOUTH POLE. 

General Remarks. — After the use of ISTux vom. (see case 
80) the following state remained. 

CASE 60. — Confusion of the head, dizziness, tottering and 
staggering while walking, with rush of blood to the head • 
formication in the brain, about the root of the nose and in left 
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temple ; at 12 o'clock violent but transient stitches set in, with 
smarting and dryness of the eye-lids, and watering of the 
eyes. 

Treatment — After stroking the painful part for two minutes 
with the South Pole of the Magnet the whole was relieved in 
twenty-four hours. — Archiv., vol. 5, part 1, p. 89. 

30. MERCURIUS SOLUBILIS. 

General Remarks. — (a). According to Hering, Merc, is 
indicated when the head seems so full that it feels as if it would 
burst, or as if it were pressed together with a band ; worse at 
night, the pains being rending, burning, boring or piercing. 

(b). Black says it may be used against rending and drawing 
pains in the head, seated in the pericranium and bones of the 
face ; also in rheumatic headaches, with vertigo, pain in the 
forehead, and derangement of liver. — Genl. Horn. Jour., 
vol. 36, page 233. 

(c). Schelling recommends it in headaches and toothaches 
of a peculiar kind, especially when accompanied with an 
affection of the mouth ; with jerking, throbbing pain in the 
forehead, temples and vertex; with digging in the head, 
rending and piercing in the teeth, which become loose ; the 
pains extending over the cheek, behind the ear into the occiput, 
and attended with : 

Yertigo, chilliness, shuddering with flushes of heat, thirst, 
congestions, and inclination to perspire ; with moist skin and 
great sensitiveness to every change of temperature; with 
yellow color of the face, and blue rings about the eyes, rum- 
bling in the bowels, oppression of the stomach, &c. ; the symp- 
toms being most severe in the evening or at night. It cures 
in from two to seven days. — Hygea, vol. 17, p. 359. 

(d). Rademacher points out the following kinds of head- 
rheumatism which Mercury will cure. In general, he remarks, 
the affection is always periodical, at first perhaps almost as 
regular as a fever and ague, and the aggravations occur more 
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frequently in the forenoon, than afternoon. When the disorder 
becomes chronic the paroxysms become irregular, or even 
continued. 
The different forms are : 

(1). When the pain has its seat under the skull, and shoots 
from the region of the eye-brows into the back of the head. 
When the pain lessens, the scalp becomes tender. 

(2). When the pain involves the region of the supraciliary 
arch of one side and the temporal bone, extending to the eye 
of the same side, which becomes fiery red and lachrymates 
during the paroxysms. 
(3). Against dull rheumatic pain over the orbits of the eyes. 
In one case the patient had a dull pressing pain over the 
eye-brows, lost his sight entirely, and the pupils became 
sluggish and immovable ; he was also weak minded, and 
repeated one thing very frequently. 

Merc, solub. given to the point of salivation restored him 
entirely. 

CASE 61. — Mrs. N. had suffered for nine days with : 
Violent rending in the left side of the head, extending to 
the teeth and muscles of the neck of that side, with piercing 
pain in the left ear ; either cold or warm things taken into the 
mouth, or the slightest touch, aroused the pains ; she had three 
severe paroxysms per day, followed by chills without heat or 
thirst ; was relieved by lying down, and she staggered when she 
attempted to walk. On the eighth and ninth days delirium 
set in during the attacks, with perspiration in the palms of the 
hands, and fits of partial unconsciousness ; she had no appe- 
tite, got no sleep, and her mood was irritable and lachry- 
mose. 

Treatment. — After an evening attack Bryon. 30 was given, 
and only a few slight attacks occurred, always in the morn- 
ing; after the lapse of fourteen days more severe attacks 
again set in, in the evening, marked by rending pains in the 
forehead, shooting with the speed of lightning into the teeth, 
forcing her to get up and walk about. Profuse salivation set 
in but she was able to hold both warm and cold things in 
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her mouth ; violent chills occurred after the paroxysms, and 
she became very weak, irritable, and inclined to anger. Merc. 
12 was given with rapid relief to all the pains. — Annals, 
vol. 1, p. 235. 

[CASE 62. — Lady J. D., aged 30, when weakened by nurs- 
ing, was attacked with pain on left side of the face, from decay 
and filling of a tooth ; she had severe pain in the lobe of her right 
ear, extending down into the jaws, over the side of her head, 
and into one eye ; it commenced with slight jagging, and 
then became severe and shooting ; it generally came on at 
night and left a sense of throbbing. Cured by Merc. 6, 15 
and 3d in about 6 weeks. — Russell. — Brit. Jour., vol. 5, 
p. 431. 

CASE 63. — T. F. had suffered with rheumatic pains in the 
head and gums for six weeks, also with slight pains in the 
legs. He generally awoke at 7 a. m., with pain in the head, 
followed by soreness of the gums when it ceased ; the pains 
were most severe in the back and top of the head, and in the 
right side of upper jaw ; aggravated in the morning and when 
in bed, relieved by getting up and by pressure. Merc. 6, 
three or four doses, removed the pains entirely for five 
months. — Madden. — Brit. Jour., vol. 5, p. 438. 

CASE 64. — A spinster, aged 30, had suffered for seven or 
eight months with severe pain in her head, arising from 
inflammation of the bone or periosteum ; the pain was dull 
and constant over both occipital prominences, but on the left 
side it extended along the side of the head as far as the eye ; 
she was unable to turn her head to the left side ; the pain was 
worst in bed, aggravated by motion, and attended with great 
tenderness to pressure, and occasional throbbing. Merc. 3 
and Ruta 3 effected a cure in two months. — Madden. — Ibid, 
p. 438. — Peters.] 

Review. — The headache for which Merc, is most suitable 
is generally of a rending character, although at times it 
may be piercing, boring, burning or drawing ; with feelings 
as if the head would burst, or as if it were bound with a 
band ; involving the pericranium, bones of the face, region of 
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the eyebrows and temples, and from thence extending to the 

back of the head, or into the teeth, or muscles of the neck ; 

occurring periodically at times, attended with flushes of heat 

intermixed with chills, inclination to perspire, with bilious 

derangement, yellowness of the face, dark rings around the 

eyes ; being worst at night, and relieved at times by lying 

down. The bilious and rheumatic character of the whole 

disorder is not to be mistaken at times. 

Dose. — This should always be comparatively small ; I have noticed 
several times, even in headaches which were evidently connected with 
decided bilious derangement, that a dose of Mercurius sufficiently large 
to act on the liver and bowels would always be followed by more fre- 
quent and severe attacks of headache. One or two grains of the 2d or 
3d dilution of Merc, viv., Merc, solub., or Merc, corros., or from two to 
four globules may be given night and morning in chronic cases. In 
acute cases the same quantities of Merc, solub. or Merc, corros. may be 
put in a wineglassful of water and one teaspoonful given every half, one 
or two hours until relief ensues, and then every two, four, six or eight 
hours. For children or delicate adults the same quantities of the medi- 
cine may be put in a tumbler half or quite full of water, and from a 
teaspoonful to a tablespoonful given per dose. — Peters. 

31. NATRUM MURIATICUM. 

General Remakes. — According to Hahnemann, this 
remedy comes in play against daily headaches, especially 
when seated in the back of the head and forcing one to close 
his eyes ; also when there is a pressing in the whole head and 
temples ; in headaches with feeling as if the head would burst, 
commencing early after awaking in the morning ; against 
rending, piercing pains in the head, forcing one to lie down ; 
against stitches and pressing over the eyes, and beating, 
hammering and throbbing in the head. — Chronic Diseases, 
vol. 4, p. 349. 

CASE 65. — Miss L., aged 30, of delicate frame and in- 
clined to sorrow and melancholy, had suffered for many 
years with periodical headaches, especially after taking cold 
about the head. 

Symptoms. — Yiolent stretching, drawing, rending pain, 
extending from the top of the head towards the temples and 
cheeks, and persisting without cessation for several days, 
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although not always equally severe; always attended with 
toothache and violent salivation, the spittle often gushed vio- 
lently out of her mouth, her gums were reddened, the whole 
cavity of the mouth sore, and her teeth painful, especially the 
front ones. She often had stretching pains in the whole of 
her face, the scalp was sore to the touch, as if ulcerated, 
especially when she was dejected and sorrowful. Her menses 
returned somewhat too soon ; she complained of continued 
excessive lassitude and a certain uneasiness in the whole 
body, as if everything within her were in motion, and 
trembled so that she could not sit quietly in one place. 
These attacks had become more frequent during the last 
eight months, and arose from the slightest cold. 

Treatment. — Cham., Bell, and Merc, were given without 
relief; then Natrum Muriaticum, 22, one dose, night and 
morning;, sufficed to cure the disease in a short time. Three 
weeks after, a slight return of the old trouble occurred from a 
violent cold, but disappeared rapidly and permanently under 
the use of the same remedy. — Austrian Horn. Jour., vol. 4, 
p. 1, p. 169. 

Here belong also the following interesting cases cured by 
the so-called " Sool," or Saline Baths. 

CASE 66. — A lady, aged 28, in whose family head affec- 
tions with congestions were hereditary, received an acci- 
dental blow three years before, upon the left temporal bone ; 
this spot remained sore and sensitive, and the slightest 
touch of it caused trembling of the whole "body ; the pains 
persisted night and day, and were attended with general 
cramps of the Kmbs. 

After the use of twelve general, and daily foot baths at the 
" Sool" baths of Ischl, in Austria, she was entirely cured. 
— Austrian Horn. Jour., vol. 10, p. 1, p. 173. 

CASE 67. — A lady, aged 32, without children, of a mild 
but irritable disposition, and disposed to melancholy, suffered 
with paroxysms of one-sided headache, attended with sudden 
distension of the abdomen, rumbling in bowels, inclination to 
vomit, fainting fits, and cramps of the limbs. 
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Thirty " Sool" baths relieved her considerably, and a repe- 
tition of the baths the next year cured her entirely.— Austrian 
Horn. Jour., vol. 10. p. 1, p. 174. 

0ASE 68.— A spinster, aged 34, had suffered with daily 
attacks of headache, ever since she had got rid of a tape 
worm, by heroic means, several years before. 

Symptoms. — Violent pains with congestion of the head^to 
which were added cramps, pains in the breast and limbs, 
and distension of the abdomen. During the intervals of 
relief she had great nervous weakness, and constipation. 

The use of the Ischl " Sool" baths for six weeks restored her 
entirely. — Austrian Horn. Jour., vol. 10, p. 1, p. 174. 

CASE 69. — A young married lady was attacked with vario- 
loid after confinement, followed by necrosis of the leg, after the 
cure of which she was visited with one-sided headaches, 
recurring frequently with increased severity. 

Symptoms. — She had suffered for thirteen years with these 
headaches ; for ten years with very profuse leucorrhoea of bad 
appearance, attended with pain in the region of the ovaries, 
in the loins and thighs ; her menses had been suppressed for 
several months ; the os uteri was beset with ulcers with a grayish 
base. Her appetite was poor, digestion slow, she had desire 
for acids and farinaceous food ; her abdomen was distended, 
the mesenteric glands were evidently enlarged and indurated, 
and she had obstinate constipation. 

Treatment. — She took two or three glasses of "Wildegger 
water per day, with meat diet, and in a few weeks all the 
morbid symptoms and appearances ceased, and she recovered 
perfectly. — Austrian Horn. Jour., vol. 4, p. 1, p. 175. 

CASE 70. — A forester, aged 40, was attacked with violent 
headache after a severe cold, which headache continued to 
return periodically every eight or fourteen days, for five months, 
with such severity that the previously robust man was reduced 
to a skeleton. 

The pain extended from the middle of the left temporal 
bone over the left eye-brow, and from thence to the cheek, so 
violently and suddenly that he often fainted away ; in the 
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course of a few hours with the increasing severity of the head- 
ache, violent retching and vomiting usually set in, and a 
slimy, watery fluid was ejected from the stomach, after which 
the pains diminished. 

The use of twenty-eight baths at Kissingen, in the course 
of four weeks did not produce much relief; in the sixth week 
of this treatment improvement commenced, in the seventh 
week he was almost, and in the eighth week, quite restored. 
—Ibid, vol. 4, p. 1, p. 172. 

[CASE 71. — A young lady had been subject to headache for 
eight years. The pain generally commenced in the morning 
on getting up, was incessant, dull, wearing and aching, seated 
in the forehead over the eyes, and attended with intolerance 
of light, tenderness of the scalp, and such trembling of the 
hands that she could not lift a cup without spilling some of 
the contents. She was seldom free from the pain at any 
time, although a walk in the open air often relieved it some- 
what. Her menses were irregular and painful ; she always 
had much thirst. 

Treatment. — Pulsat. and Graph, restored the menses to a 
natural state, but left the headaches unabated in severity. 
After using Natrum Mm-, she was so completely relieved, that 
with one or two exceptions she had remained free from head- 
ache, for six years, at last accounts. — Dunsford's Practical 
Advantages, p. 103. — Peters.] 

Review. — In the above cases we find old chronic head- 
aches, some of them hemicranias, cured by Natrum Mur. 
in the form of " Sool" baths ; in two cases only, a homoeo- 
pathic preparation, the 22d dilution, was used. 

[Note. — The experiments of M. Plouviez throw some light 
upon the action of Katrum Muriaticum when taken in large 
quantities. From careful chemical analysis it seems to di- 
minish the quantity of the water or serum of the blood quite 
decidedly, thus rendering the blood thicker ; it also increases 
the quantity of blood globules in a marked degree, viz. : from 
130.08 to 143.00 ; and these effects were always most decided 
in feeble and lymphatic subjects. It increases the quantity of 
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fibrin in the blood in a slight degree, and diminishes the quantity 
of albumen in about an equal proportion ; i. e. it tends to 
cause a fibrinous dyscrasia rather than an albuminous. Finally, 
it slightly increases the quantity of fat and iron in the blood. 
It is said to increase the appetite, but its most frequent and 
certain effect is increase of strength, while the heat of the 
body is more readily generated, and exposure to cold is better 
borne. M. Plouviez increased in weight under its use to the 
amount of 13-J lbs. Troy in about two months, and repeatedly 
became so plethoric, with fulness about the head, that he felt 
himself obliged to be bled. — Peters.] 

Dose. — One or two grains of the 2d, 3d or 6th dilution may be 
taken night and morning ; in appropriate cases the higher dilutions may- 
be tried. When salt baths are used in conjunction with the internal 
use of the remedy, more massive doses must be given, viz. : from two 
or three, to five grains of the 1st, or decimal dilution. Children and 
very delicate adults may take from two to five globules per dose, every 
one, two or four hours in acute attacks ; or once or twice a day in 
chronic cases. — Peters. 

32. NUX VOMICA. 

General Remarks. — (a). Schroen says as follows about 
the use of Nux vomica in general : 

Youths and maidens who have weakened themselves by 
masturbation often suffer with headache of the following 
kind : 

Suddenly that part only of an object on which their sight 
is directly fixed appears steady, while all the rest of it 
seems to move and float around the fixed part : thus, of 
a hand they will see only a finger, of a chair only one leg ; 
they can spell printed letters with some exertion, but cannot 
see a whole word at a time ; they often see luminous appear- 
ances like a fire- wheel, reaching from the external angle of the 
eye towards the pupil. Watering of the eyes often precedes 
the commencement of a frightful, gradually increasing head- 
ache, lasting for 24 hours and attended with vomiting. 

Nux v. 12, a few drops per dose, will soon lessen and finally 
cure this disorder. — Hygea, vol. 5, p. 197. 
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Nux v. will also often cure the headaches of hysterical 
women, when taking the form of boring Clavus hystericus, or 
of a dreadful pressure upon the temporal region, forcing one 
to lie down, and attended with retching to vomit. — Ibid. 

Nux will also help, or cure the headaches of men in the 
prime of life, arising from sedentary pursuits, or great mental 
exertion, especially when there is an aching in the forehead 
and temples, commencing soon after awaking in the morning, 
attended with noises in the ears when they sit up, and 
synchonous with the pulse ; it is most useful in those who have 
weak digestion, sluggish bowels and an irritable temper. 

Dose. — Nux v., 6th or 12th, a few drops repeated every three or 
four days. — Ibid. 

(b). Knorre found it useful in headaches from congestion of 
blood to the head, attended with pressing and squeezing in 
the forehead, especially over the eyes; with dulness and 
heaviness of the head, vertigo when walking or stooping, heat 
and redness of the face, and vomiting of tasteless substances, 
night and morning. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 5, p. 274. 

(c). Knorre also found ISTux useful in periodical headaches, 
beginning every morning soon after rising, increasing till 
mid-day, and then diminishing ; the pain being aching and 
rending, attended or not with pain in the region of the liver, 
with nausea, inclination to vomit, bitter eructations and 
vomiting, constipation and choleric disposition.' — Ibid. 

(d). According to Tietze, Nux is most useful in males, when 
the headache or hemicrania proceeds from an affection of the 
ganglionic system, especially if the patient be subject to 
haemorrhoids, is of a choleric temperament, apt to indulge in 
drinking, or is studious and sedentary in his habits. 

The pain is most frequently of a drawing, aching character, 
with the feeling as if a nail were driven into one half of the 
head, on which side the brain seems bruised or jarred. It is 
also useful in the headaches of women who are apt to have 
their menses too frequently and profusely, especially when the 
attacks set in early in the morning, or immediately after eat- 
ing, or after mental exertion. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 34, p. 11. 
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(e). kobethal thinks Nux most useful against headaches 
from excessive drinking, and from mental exertion when 
attended with congestion to the head ; especially when they 
occur in sanguine, excitable persons and consist in a dull 
confusion of the head, and are complicated with aching in the 
pit of the stomach, or pain in the hypochondria, with nausea, 
eructations and constipation. 

Kux v. also relieves more readily than any other remedy, 
those congestions to the head, dependent or not upon habi- 
tual constipation, which arise from a plethoric state of the 
abdominal blood-vessels. Such conditions are most apt to 
occur in men who lead a sedentary life, and who by constantly 
renewed mental efforts, induce repeated congestions to the head. 
— Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 13, p. 274. 

{/). According to Hering, Nux is useful in headaches from 
constipation and excessive use of coffee ; also against pains as 
if from a nail driven into the brain, or consisting of a succes- 
sion of piercing throbs, attended with nausea and sour vomit- 
ing ; or of stitches and pressing on one side of the head, com- 
mencing early in the morning and increasing in severity 
until the patient becomes unconscious or half delirious ; or of 
pains which increase until the head feels as if it would burst 
whenever one attempts to think ; also when the brain aches as 
if it were lacerated, the face being pale and distorted, the 
head heavy with noises therein, attended with dizziness or 
trembling when walking ; the pains being increased by motion, 
even of the eyes, in the open air, early in the morning, after 
eating, or from stooping ; and finally when the head is sore to 
the touch, increased by cold. 

CASE 72. — An active woman, aged 40, had suffered for 
nine years with hysteric headaches, occurring paroxysmally 
every ten or fourteen days, and had been treated allopathically 
for five years, without benefit. 

Symptoms. — The attacks commenced with dull, aching 
pain in the whole head, but most severe in the vertex and 
forehead ; attended with vertigo, dulness of the head, violent 
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pressure over the eyes, sensitiveness of them to light, and in- 
creased secretion of tears ; followed by paleness of the face, 
with distortion ; nausea, bitter-sour taste in the mouth, vomit- 
ing of bile, asthma, palpitation of heart ; finally, when the pain 
became most intense, a heavy sleep set in, from which she 
could hardly be aroused. 

During the intervals of the paroxysms she had frequent, 
but endurable headaches, constant feeling of coldness in the 
head, and gastric derangements ; but mental emotions, and the 
neighborhood of disliked persons, would bring on an attack 
immediately. Nux effected a cure. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 5, 
p. 274. Dk. Knorre. 

CASE 73. — A lady, aged 27, of sanguine temperament, apt 
to be violent, and excessively irritable, had the following : 

Symptoms. — Sensation of wavering in the brain, dulness of 
the head, as after a debauch ; pressing pain in the occiput, 
almost as soon as she awoke in the morning ; pressing, pushing 
headache from the slightest exertion of the mind, increased by 
the use of coffee and wine. After eating she had drawing pains 
in the teeth and temples ; looseness of the teeth ; bitter taste in 
the mouth. Nux v. 24 effected a cure in 6 days. — Annals, 
vol. 1, p. 73. Dr. Schroter. 

CASE 74. — A blooming maiden, aged 11, had suffered for 
half a year with headaches, recurring periodically, every four 
or five days, affecting one side, being pressing and boring, 
commencing early in the morning, forcing her to lie down, 
and attended with bilious vomiting. JSTux v. 18, two doses, 
effected a cure. Dr. Diez, p. 180. 

CASE 75. — A powerful man, aged 52, had suffered for ten 
days with severe headache on the left side. Nux v. 24, one 
dose cured him in two days. — Ibid. 

CASE 76. — A delicate man, aged 48, had suffered for 
twelve years with intermitting nervous headache, occurring 
every four or six months, lasting from three to four weeks, 
and persisting every day from 7 to 12 a. m. It affected the 
left side of the forehead, and left eye, in particular ; was 
attended with much eructation, nausea, and vomiting. Nux 
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v. 18, two doses, broke up one attack entirely ; a later attack 
was cured by Nux v. 9, and he remained well subsequently. 
Diez, p. 181. 

CASE 77.— A man of powerful constitution and choleric 
temperament, had suffered for years with periodical headaches, 
affecting the left side, recurring every ten or twelve weeks, 
lasting from sixteen to twenty days, commencing early in the 
morning, increasing gradually to an almost insupportable 
degree, then ceasing about 2 or 3 r. m., but returning on the 
following morning with renewed violence. 

They were preceded by oppression of the chest, anxiety, 
and palpitations. The pain was boring and rending ; it ex- 
tended over the left side of the head and eye, concentrating 
itself in the region of the left orbit, in a spot about the size of 
a sixpence which became slightly reddened, swollen, and sore 
to the touch. The headache was attended with nausea, bitter 
eructations, vomiting of bile, and by constipation. Nux v., 
24th, given on the fourth day of the attack, removed it in 
twenty-four hours, and it never returned again. — Diez, p. 180. 

CASE 78. — A man, aged 30, of healthy but irritable 
constitution and sedentary life, had suffered for five years with 
periodical headaches. 

Symptoms. The attacks came on daily, very early in the 
morning, forcing him to lie down ; increased in severity till 
mid-day, and often were so violent that the patient was in the 
greatest despair. He had a piercing pain over the left orbit, 
at times also a pressing pain which shot into the eye, and was 
increased by pressure ; contraction of the eyelids from sen- 
sitiveness to light, and lachrymation ; heat about the whole 
of the eye, obstruction of the nose; the attacks were relieved 
by sneezing, which it was hard to provoke ; he also had an 
inclination to vomit ; confusion of thoughts from the severity 
of the pain ; great irritability, and dislike for all noise. Nux 
v. 24, two doses effected a cure. — Archiv., vol. 2, part 1, 
p. 146. Dk. Wislicinus. 

CASE 79. — A woman, aged 35, of choleric, irritable and 
vexatious disposition, had suffered for three years with vertigo 
and periodical headache on the left side. 
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Symptoms. The pain involved the left side of the forehead, 
as if from an nicer, or a wedge pressed into the head, or as if 
the left side would press asunder, or burst ; it always set in 
suddenly, early in the morning, continued until 1 p. m., and 
then ceased quickly ; it was most violent in bad weather, and 
attended with constipation. 

Treatment — Nux v. 9, effected a speedy cure, after a 
previous aggravation.— Archiv., vol. 5, part 3, p. 31. Dr. 
H. in Z. 

CASE 80. — A lad, aged 14, had suffered with headache 
from his fourth year, after a fall. 

Symptoms. — Almost every day, and sometimes several 
times a day, he was attacked with an undefined pain, or a 
heavy, dull pressure, extending from the back of the head to 
the top, and attended with nausea, obliging him to keep very 
quiet ; the pain set in almost every morning, just after rising, 
and was also brought on by mental exertion. 

Treatment. — ISTux vom., 1st, one dose every other day, 
effected an improvement in fourteen days, and twenty-two 
doses in all, effected a cure.— Hygea, vol. 6, p. 499. G-riesse- 

LICH. 

CASE 81. — A powerful man, aged 40, of fiery, angry dis- 
position, had suffered for eight days with violent headache, 
on the right side. 

Symptoms. — The pain was pressing and piercing ; it com- 
menced every morning early, about 7 a. m., above the root of 
the nose, and extended from thence over the right eyebrow 
into the right temple ; it increased in severity from 9 a.m. to 
12 m., to such a degree that the patient tossed about franti- 
cally in the bed ; his face became pale and covered with cold 
sweat ; when he stooped forward it seemed as if a ball 
would fall out of the root of the nose ; the scalp was painful, 
and he had a dry catarrh of the head. 

Treatment. — Nux v., 15, one dose removed the majority of 
the sufferings in four days, and the south pole of the magnet 
removed the rest. — {See case 59.) Archiv., vol. 5, pt. 1, p. 89. 
Dr. Pleyel. 
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[CASE 82.— A pale little boy, aged 6, bad suffered for six 
months after an attack of hooping cough, with frequent attacks 
of the most violent pain in the forehead, coming on sud- 
denly, and lasting ten or fifteen minutes. He took Nux in 
the evening and had an attack at night, which had never oc- 
curred before ; in less than a week the headache had entirely 
ceased, and did not return for two years. — Dttnsfokd, p. 104. 

CASE 83. — Professor Fourdrin was attacked suddenly with 
severe pressing pain in the eye and brow, attended with 
nausea, and straining to vomit; his pulse was feeble and 
quick, his agitation extreme; he was forced to move his 
head about from side to side; his eyes were weak and 
fatigued. Prolonged study was the exciting cause. 

Treatment. — Nux 30, three globules ; the next day he was 
well. A similar attack, three months after, was relieved by 
the same remedy in ten hours. After great fatigue he had 
alternate chills and heat, severe pain in left temple, heaviness 
of the eyelids, and heavy pain over the brows ; nausea and 
vomiting. — Malaise, p. 11. 

CASE 84. — A young lady had suffered for four years with 
great heat in the forehead, tearing and lancinating pains in 
the skull, occurring at short intervals, and attended with 
beating in the forehead and temples ; the pains were always 
most severe after dinner and after mental exertion ; she also 
had pain in the loins, palpitations and sleeplessness. 

Treatment. — ISTux vom., 30, effected a cure in a month. — 
Malaise, p. 14. 

CASE 85. — Baroness L. had suffered for five days with 
pain, principally in the forehead, increased after dinner, with 
painful commotion in the nape when walking, and her face 
and eyes were slightly bloated. 

Treatment. — Nux effected a cure in three days — Malaise 
p. 17. 

CASE 86.— Miss C, aged 11, languid, sallow and tall, had 
suffered almost every day for four years with severe head- 
aches, causing great prostration, with inability for physical or 
mental exertion ; the pain was chiefly over the eyes, causing 
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her to frown, and producing dimness of vision ; her eyes were 
dull; head, heavy and aching; she was relieved by lying 
down and by pressure ; her pains were aggravated by motion 
and intellectual exertion ; her tongue was pale and slightly 
coated, bowels costive, abdomen swelled, but not painful; 
sleep heavy, with dreams and starts, her pulse slow, feet very 
cold, and appetite capricious. 

Treatment. — ISTux 30 ; on the second day after commencing 
treatment the headache left her, and did not return for three 
months, at last report. — Ker, Brit. Jour. Horn., vol. 5, p. 434. 
— Peters.] 

Review. — Of the ten cases, by Piickert, six were in males and 
four in females, all of different ages ; with one exception all the 
patients were of robust constitution ; or sanguine, see § e, or 
choleric temperament, § c & d ; they were active, irritable, 
and inclined to anger. 

According to Schroen, see § a, ISTux cures the faulty vision, 
with pains in the head and vomiting, which are apt to occur 
in both sexes, when weakened by masturbation. Schroen 
says it cures clavus hystericus, see § a, also Hering, see § f ; 
and the headaches of women with too frequent and copious 
menses, see § d ; also of men who sit much, study hard, see § 
a, d & e ; after the abuse of coffee and spirituous liquors, see 
§ d, e & f ; headaches of hemorrhoidal subjects, see § d & e \ 
from constipation, disorders of the ganglionic system, and 
consequent congestions of the head, see § d, e & f. 

As regards the locality of the pain, we find it affecting the 
back of the head and extending to the top ; but most frequently 
it attacks the forehead, temples, the parts over the eyes, and 
the root of the nose. Of the ten cases cured, no less than 
seven were one-sided headaches, and of the seven, no less than 
five were on the left side, see § a and f. 

The paroxysms occurred periodically in six cases; were 
intermitting in one case, and returned in longer or shorter 
paroxyms. 

The pains were generally pressing, violent or dull; aching 
and pushing ; aching and boring ; aching and piercing ; but 
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the piercing pains were the least frequent ; besides, in a few 
cases they were boring and rending, involving a small spot 
which became red; or felt as if a wedge was pressed 
into the head, or like an ulcer, or as if the brain was torn, or 
pressed outwards. 

In the majority of the cases the attacks commenced early in 
the morning, increased during the day, and lessened towards 
evening. 

The pains were excited by mental emotions, from the 
approach of disliked persons, from mental exertion, by bad 
weather, and were increased by bright light and noise, by 
exposure to the free air, and after eating. 

The accompanying disorders, were : confusion of thought, 
intolerance of light, dimness of vision, flow of hot tears, dry 
catarrh of head, toothache, paleness of face, bitter-sour taste 
in the mouth, eructations, nausea, vomiting, especially of bile, 
constipation, asthma with palpitation, chilliness and coldness 
of the body, and finally perspiration at the end of the attacks. 

In two cases the disease had lasted only eight or ten days ; 
in eight cases it had persisted for a half, five, or twelve years. 
The cures took place rapidly in most cases, and decidedly. 

As regards the dose : 

1 dose sufficed to effect a cure in 5 cases. 

2 doses " " " 4 " 
22 " " " " 1 « 

The 1st, 9th and 15th potencies were used each in 1 case. 
18th potency was " " 2 " 

24th " « « 4 « 

30th " " « 2 " 

Doset — The proper dose is sufficiently indicated in the above cases 
and review. It seems that cures have been effected with the every 
dilution from 1st to the 30th. No cures have as yet been reported from 
the exceedingly high dilutions. One or two drops of the 1st, '2d or 3d 
dilution may be taken by adults every one, two, four or more hours in 
acute and severe cases until relief ensues ; then every six, eight or twelve 
hours until a perfect cure follows. Delicate adults and children may 
take like quantities of the 6th, 12th or 30th dilution, or one or two 
granules, as often as above directed. In chronic cases, one dose may be 
taken night and morning, or every second or fourth day. Peters. 
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33. OPIUM. 

General Remarks. — The headaches which can be relieved 
by Opium, are both those which have their seat solely in the 
brain, and those which are essentially connected with other 
disturbances of the body ; the latter is the case in the so- 
called migranes. 

CASE 86. — A lady had suffered with headaches for many 
years, occurring at uncertain periods of time. Many remedies 
had been used in vain, but the severity of the attacks and the 
length of time which they continued (generally several days) 
always obliged her to seek fresh relief from medicine. 

Symptoms. — The pain occupied the left supra-orbital region, 
and was pressing, stitching or piercing ; motion, noise or fresh 
air increased it, hence she always sought rest, solitude and 
darkness ; her pulse was feverish, she had chills, yawnings, 
loss of appetite, and an irritable state of mind, both previous 
to and during the paroxysms of headache ; also nausea and 
vomiting. Her urine was at first clear and spasmodic, 
afterwards it became darker, with a sediment. The tempe- 
rature of her skin alternated at first, then became moderately 
and permanently increased, and finally a gentle, general per- 
spiration set in with evident relief to all the symptoms. The 
attacks occurred at irregular periods of time, and the menses 
had less influence upon them, than the state of the weather. 
The intervals were characterized by an uninterrupted state of 
good health. 

After trying almost all other means, the patient finally took 
nothing but Opium during the attacks, which then ceased in 
a few hours, and became much less frequent in their occur- 
rence. — Hygea, vol. 14, p. 147. — Dr. Schmto. 

CASE 87. — Dr. Schmid himself had suffered for several 
years with attacks of headache, which were violent, and if left 
to themselves lasted from four to eight days ; they incapa- 
citated him for any unusual exertion, and at one time verged 
closely upon a decided affection of the brain, when he finally 
concluded to use Opium. Among all the remedies which he 
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had used, Opium was the only one which relieved him, not 
only certainly, but quickly. 

It is to be regretted that Dr. S. did not describe the cha- 
racter of his headache, but he seems to have thought more 
about the dose than the peculiarities of his case. Whenever 
the attacks reached a considerable degree of severity, he took 
from five to ten drops of the concentrated tincture; one or two 
doses sufficing to relieve the attack rapidly. But after the 
cessation of the headache, constantly recurring disturbances 
of the abdominal organs always set in. — Schmid. 

[Note. — Opium is of course used far more frequently and 
freely in the ordinary practice, than in the homoeopathic. 
Sandras (see Maladies nerveuses, vol. 1, p. 355) advises the 
use of from ^th to -^th of a grain of the Muriate of Morphine, 
to be taken every quarter of an hour, at the commencement of 
an attack of nervous or sick headache ; and says, that he has 
not only frequently noticed a very decided relief from present 
suffering, but that subsequent attacks would be less frequent 
and severe. He always expects relief to follow by the time that 
the third or fourth dose has been taken, and never pushes the 
remedy beyond the fifth or sixth dose. Magistel asserts that 
he has succeeded in more than fifty cases by the endemic use 
of Morphine about the brow and temples. Others, speak 
highly of the regular use of two or three drops of Morphine, 
night and morning, between the intervals of the attacks ; also 
of giving a larger dose, say, from five to six, or more drops, 
immediately at the beginning of a severe paroxysm, and 
smaller ones occasionally, during the first few hours of suffer- 
ing. I have heard of several cases in which this treatment 
was apparently very useful, and others in which the sup- 
pression of the disorder plunged the patient into a pro- 
foundly melancholic, or some other nervous state. 

Still Morphine and its Acetate exert a remarkable and 
specific action upon the right side of the head. According to 
the experiments of Chevallier and Beraud it is homoeopathic, 
when there is an intolerable pain on the right side of the 
head, with redness and perspiration of the face, heavy and 
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dull expression of the countenance, and excessive itching of 
the skin. Also, when there is a violent burning in the occi- 
put, redness of the eyes, heaviness and fulness of the head as 
if it would burst, increased by reading and mental exertion, 
attended by coldness of the extremities and back, sour eruc- 
tations and acid vomiting ; all followed by hot perspiration 
and excessive itching of the skin. 

Opium and China are both homoeopathic to congestive 
headaches, but Opium is specific against passive congestive, 
or venous headaches, China to the active or arterial congestive 
form. Again, China and Quinine exert as decided an action 
upon the left side of the head, forehead and left temple, as 
Opium and Morphine do upon the right side and occiput. 
China and Quinine are homoeopathic to violent semi-lateral, 
periodical and intermitting headaches, particularly when 
involving the left side of the head, and attended with throb- 
bing of the temporal arteries, ringing in the ears, partial 
deafness, with excessive hunger and thirst, followed by eruc- 
tations, nausea, great flatulency upwards and downwards, and 
excessive debility, similar to that which succeeds a long fit 
of illness. — Peters.] 

34. PHOSPHOR. 

General Remarks. — (a). According to Dr. Lobethal, 
Phosph. is often very useful against stormy congestions of 
blood to the head, especially of the vessels of the eye and ear, 
when they are either too obstinate to give way before the use 
of Aeon., Bellad. and Eux v., or depend upon a general 
erethism of the system. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 13, p. 291. 

(5). Hahnemann recommends it in stupefying headaches, 
congestions of the head, morning headaches, and against 
piercing pains externally on the side of the head. — See Hahne- 
mann's Chronic Diseases, translated by Dr. Chs. J. Hempel. 

CASE 88. — A man, aged 30, several weeks after falling 
from a scaffolding, was attacked with the following sufferings, 
shortly after being thoroughly wet through. 
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Symptoms.— Burning in the nape of the neck, and between 
the shoulder-blades, but most severely in the back and top of 
the head. Throbbing, raging and pressing forwards towards 
the forehead, as if the head would burst and the eyes be forced 
out ; the eyes then becoming fixed and staring ; every motion 
increased the pain, so that he was obliged to hold his head 
perfectly stiff and creep about gently ; when eating he only 
dared to move his jaws very gently ; changes of weather also 
aggravated the smTering ; pressure upon the second cervical 
vertebra increased the pains and the formication, which was 
almost constantly present in the arms ; he was feverish, with 
profuse night sweats. 

Treatment. — Arnica, Bryon., Silcx and ITepar. were given 
without benefit. Rust's inunction cure was then tried for a 
time, with relief at first, soon followed by an increase of the 
whole disorder. Phosphor. 1st was now given, two drops per 
dose, in alternation with Cocculus 1st, two drops per dose, one 
remedy only each day, and continued for three months. In 
fourteen days signs of improvement commenced, which 
gradually increased, so that at the end of three months a 
perfect cure was effected, and the patient could return to his 
work. — Hygea, vol. 20, part 2, p. 160. — Dr. Bosch. 

[Note. — Phosphor, is also one of the best remedies against 
the headaches which attend the so-called irritative dyspepsia; 
especially when there is a periodical twitching, beating pain 
in the forehead and about the root of the nose, for many days 
in succession; commencing every morning about 9 o'clock, 
becoming most violent towards noon, and followed by vomit- 
ing. In many morning-headaches, particularly when the 
patient has a capricious appetite, sense of weight and fulness 
in the stomach after meals, irregular bowels, severe lanci- 
nating pains darting between the shoulder-blades from the pit 
of the stomach, and much flatulence ; white tongue, often with 
red points on its tip and edges, quick and irritable pulse dull 
heavy aching pain over the loins, excessive depression of spirits, 
and despondency so intense as to excite the most painful 
ideas. Phosphorus enters so largely into the composition of 
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the brain and nervous system, and exerts so specific an action 
upon the sexual and urinary organs, that it deserves particular 
attention in nervous headaches and in those arising from, or 
connected with derangements of the kidneys, ovaries, &c. — 

Peters.] 

DosCi — Noack advises one or two drops of the tincture, or ethereal 
solution of Phosphor., or of the 1st, 2d or 3d dilution in severe cases 
every half, one, two or four hours ; or the same quantities of the 6th or 
12th dilution, in milder cases, every six, eight, twelve or twenty-four 
hours. Very sensitive males, delicate females or children, may take 
two or three globules as often, or solve from three to five pellets in a 
wineglassful of water, and take one or two teaspoonfuls per dose as often 
as above directed. — Peters. 

35. PLATINA. 

General Kemarks. — (a). Dr. Seidel recommends it in 
violent compressing pain in the forehead, especially over the 
root of the nose, attended with heat and redness of the face, 
lachrymose disposition, too frequent and profuse menstruation. 
— Archiv., vol. 12, part 3, page 148. 

(b). According to Black, Platina is suitable for headaches, 
connected with excessive leucorrhoea, the pains being nervous, 
stretching and spasmodic, and involving the forehead and 
eyebrows. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 36, p. 234. 

[CASE 89.— Miss C, aged 18, had been suffering for about 
seven or eight months, with severe but dull pain, commencing 
behind the ear, extending to the side of the face, lips, forehead 
and crown of the head ; it was increased by light and touch ; 
was preceded by coldness of the feet ; commenced on waking 
in the morning, gradually increased in severity until about 
noon, then became sharp, and continued so for two or three 
hours, when it gradually declined till evening ; her tongue 
was apt to get red and dry, she had oppression of the stomach, 
her bowels were costive, appetite poor, with dislike for animal 
food ; her menses regular and natural, and the pains always 
ceased during them. 

Treatment. — Platina 6, was followed by increase of pain 
for seven days ; then Plat. 12, produced almost entire relief; 
still her bowels remained costive and passages clay-colored, 
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or white. Digitalis quickly corrected the state of the bowels, 
and she had no return of pain for more than one year. — 
Russell.— Brit. Jour, of Horn., vol. 5, p. 432.— Peters.] 

Dose. — Noack recommends one or two grains per dose, of the 1st, 
2d or 3d dilution in severe cases, every two, four or six hours ; or of the 
6th or 12th dilution every eight, twelve or more hours in milder 
attacks. Delicate adults or children may take two or three pellets as 
often as above mentioned ; or night and morning only in chronic cases. 
— Peters. 

36. PULSATILLA. 

General Remarks. — (a). According to Hering, Puis, is 
useful against rending pains, which become worse in the 
evening ; or throbbing, piercing pains soon after rising in the 
morning, and in the evening after lying down ; against push- 
ing, piercing and rending in the temples, especially when the 
pains are confined to one side ; or are attended with vertigo, 
inclination to vomit, heaviness of the head, darkness before 
the eyes, and great sensitiveness to light ; by roaring in the 
ears, or pricking, jerking and tearing pains in them ; or by 
pale and tearful face, no appetite or thirst, but with chilliness , 
anxiety, bleeding of the nose, and palpitation of the heart. 
Also, when all the above complaints are worst when quiet or 
sitting, are relieved in the open air, and the headache is les- 
sened by pressing on the head, or tying something around it. 
It is most useful in the headaches of slow, good-natured people. 

(b). According to Tietze, Pulsat. is especially indicated 
when the pains are rending, throbbing, piercing or jerking, 
affect the temples and back of the head most severely, and 
are accompanied by the well-known general indications for 
the remedy. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 34, p. 21. 

CASE 90. — A puerperal woman, aged 24, was attacked 
with headache after taking cold ; her gentle nature, inclination 
to weep and pale appearance indicated Puis. After the 

fruitless use of Bellad., she was relieved by Puis. 30 Revue 

Horn. Mar. 1846. — Dr. Sollier. 

CASE 91. — An obstinate, censorious and irritable woman, 
aged 30, who menstruated profusely, always suffered with 
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severe headaches, both before and after menstruation; the 
pain was on the very top of the head, pressing, boring and 
digging there until she was almost driven to distraction ; she 
could not bear anything upon the head, which seemed as if 
festered, still she could not avoid carrying her hand involun- 
tarily to the painful part. Bowels not constipated, but diffi- 
cult to move ; her sleep was full of dreams ; she was chilly, 
but not thirsty. Puis. 200, relieved the pain in half an hour. 
— New Archiv. vol. 1, part 3, p. 59. — Gross. 

CASE 92. — A girl, aged 8, of gentle lachrymose disposition, 
had suffered for six months with headache on the left side. 
The pain involved the left side of the forehead, was throbbing 
and piercing ; occurred alternately either early in the morn- 
ing, or in the evening soon after lying down ; was relieved by 
external pressure and by the open air ; increased in the warm 
room, by lying down, by stooping and by moving the eyes ; 
it lasted several hours, and then increased to an almost insup- 
portable degree, so that the little patient tossed about in 
agony. When the pain lessened severe stomach-ache set in, 
followed by sour and bilious vomiting ; which was succeeded 
by griping, pressing and squeezing pain in the bowels. At 
times these three varieties of pain occurred in alternation, and 
at other times, on successive days. After the use of Puis. 3, 
the whole disorder ceased on the fifth day of treatment, for 
ever. — Archiv., vol. 5, part 1, p. 93. — Dr. Pleyel. 

CASE 93. — A lady, aged 43 years, troubled with irregular 
menstruation, thin, pale and of a gentle disposition, was 
attacked with permanent headache after using mercurial 
ointment for the cure of sore throat. 

Symptoms. — Persistent headache, increasing towards even- 
ing, relieved at night, but not allowing of sleep ; the pain 
seemed to rise up from the nape of the neck, and extend to 
both temples, leaving the neck cramped ; the attacks were 
violent, forcing her to lie down, were attended with noises in 
the ears, dizziness when walking, and appearance of black 
gauze before the eyes ; the pains were boring and piercing, 
occasionally slightly tearing, and extended at times between 
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the shoulder blades ; or were attended with twitching of the 
left eye-lid, by smarting, aching and weeping of the left eye, 
with piercing pains in the limbs, with chilliness, and consti- 
pation. Bryon. did not afford relief; Puis. 0, one drop per 
dose, effected a cure in eight days.— Archiv., vol. 3, part 2, 

p. 115. — Dr. ScHNTEBER. 

CASE 94.— A young lady, aged 24, of strong constitution 
but gentle disposition, and subject to irregular menstruation, 
was attacked with headache; at first it affected the fore- 
head and then the whole head, which finally seemed as if 
screwed up into a vice ; she also had vertigo, and heaviness of 
the head when she attempted to sit up in bed ; the pain was 
increased by thinking and reading ; lassitude, trembling and 
shaking of the limbs were present, with alternating paleness 
and redness of the face, nausea, sense of crawling in the pit 
of the stomach, dryness of the mouth without thirst, disgust 
for food, tightness of the chest, transient shivering, weak, 
scarcely perceptible pulse, excessive sensitiveness, weeping, 
&c. Pulsat. 12, one drop, cured her in twenty-four hours. — 
Archiv., vol. 2, part 2, page 135. — Dr. Hartmann. 

CASE 95. — A man, aged 25, had suffered for two months, 
in consequence of taking cold, with piercing, boring headache, 
extending from the right temj^le to the back of the head ; 
increasing to a frightful degree in the evening and at night, 
and shooting into the ear and towards the side of the neck. 
His head seemed numb, his mind as if paralyzed and unfit for 
any occupation. Pulsat. 24 in solution, one dose every morn- 
ing, cured him entirely in eight days. — Genl. Horn. Jour., 
vol. 37, p. 96. — Dr. Pampal. 

CASE 96. — A lady, aged 30, eight days after confinement 
was attacked with chills, heat and headache from taking cold. 
She had an insupportable tearing pain in both temples, 
attended with vomiting of bitter substances ; vertigo and 
constant nausea, compelling her to maintain a half sitting, 
half recumbent posture, with closed eyes and the greatest 
quiet. Every movement, even opening the eyes, increased 
the pain, as if the head would burst ; her pulse was frequent 
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and full, skin hot but slightly moist, and the lochia were not 
suppressed. Bryon. 200, caused improvement up to the 
fourth day ; then the pains returned again, and were so much 
relieved by Puis. 200, that she was quite well on the fifth day. 

CASE 97. — A lady, aged 30, of healthy constitution, but 
suffering for several years with attacks of cramp in the 
stomach, and used to being bled, had been nursing a child for 
three months, when she was attacked with headache persist- 
ing for several weeks, and for which she had already been 
bled without relief. 

Symptoms. — "Violent one-sided headache consisting of pierc- 
ing pain in the forehead, temples and right ear, extending 
into the teeth, and attended with general throbbing in the 
head, as if from the beating of the pulse. The pain lasted 
the whole day, and became especially violent in the evening, 
and at night after lying down. She had thirst, constipation, 
chills, and evident loss of strength. 

Treatment. — Puis. 6, removed the headache and chills 
entirely ; but transient gnawing pain in the stomach and con- 
stipation, required JSTux v. 12, for their removal. She then 
continued to nurse her babe in health and comfort. — Annals, 
vol. 1, p. 85. — Dr. Rtjckert. 

[CASE 98. — A woman, aged 54, had suffered with headache 
for three weeks ; she had tearing pains in the forehead, worst 
in the evening and at night ; it seemed to her as if her head 
must burst if she did not tie something around it ; the 
pains were so violent as to force her to cry out ; she had 
various strange noises in the head, also photophobia, bruised 
and tired feeling in the limbs, sleeplessness and despondency. 

Treatment. — Bellad. was given for one day, without benefit ; 
then Pulsat. effected a cure in twenty-four hours. — Malaise 
Clinique, p. 9. — Peteks.] 

[Note. — Pulsatilla acts especially upon the eye, like Bell., 
but on quite different parts ; it acts primarily upon the mucous 
membranes of the lids and ball, and upon the nerves and 
bloodvessels which supply them; while Bellad. acts upon the 
Iris and Retina and the nerves and bloodvessels which supply 
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them ; to be more precise, Pulsat. acts upon the ophthalmic 
branch of the fifth pair of nerves, Bellad. upon the optic, or 
second pair of nerves. Pulsat. has been found almost specific 
by Herz and Hufeland against nervous headache when 
attended with the following very peculiar affection of the eye, 
viz. : when there is a spasmodic affection of the eyelids, com- 
mencing at the external angle of the eye, and attended with 
a peculiar flimmering, so that all objects whose rays foil upon 
the eye from that side, seem to be in a very rapid and waving 
motion; or the patient seems to look through very rapidly 
moving water, or through rapidly vibrating air, which appears 
heated to an intense glow ; accompanied with a number of 
light colored, circular, serpentine, or zig-zagged appearances, 
especially about the external angle of the eyes. The above 
mentioned authorities say that this peculiar disorder will yield 
rapidly, to a few grains of Extract of Pulsatilla, although it 
will obstinately withstand even massive and heroic doses of 
Bellad., Hyosycam. or Opium. Again, while Bellad. is spe- 
cific against the purely nervous and congestive headache, 
Pulsat. is a principal remedy against the sick headache, 
strictly so-called. We have already seen that in the Bella- 
donna headache sympathetic affections of the stomach may 
arise, but when indigestion, or irritation of the stomach, or 
dyspepsia, is the primary affection and the head disorder a 
secondary affair, Bellad. will never afford certain relief. 
Exactly the converse of this holds true with regard to Pulsa- 
tilla. The headache which Pulsatilla most readily relieves, is 
one which has its starting point in the stomach, brought 
on by the use of indigestible, rich, or fat food, or from excess 
in eating or drinking, or from indigestion produced by great 
bodily fatigue, loss of rest, extraordinary mental inquietude, 
or exertion just before or after meals. The pathological state 
of the stomach, is irritation of the mucous membrane induced 
either by an excess of acid, by undigested food or regurgitated 
bile, or by venous congestion arising from a sluggish state of 
the liver. Under all these circumstances the affection of the 
brain is secondary ; the predisposition is said to consist for the 
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most part in debility of the stomach, and in a peculiar state of 
the nervous system which renders the brain especially sensi- 
tive to gastric irritation. — Peteks.] 

Beview .— Of the eight cases reported by Kiickert, seven 
were in females of gentle, delicate and yielding dispositions, 
and most of them were middle aged. 

In two cases, taking cold was the exciting cause of the 
headaches ; in case 92, the pain attended a profuse flow of the 
menses. 

The pains occupied the forehead and temples, as well as the 
top, a whole side, or the back of the head ; in one case it was 
confined to the right side ; and in one, to the left. 

The pains were generally pressing, piercing or boring ; at 
times slightly tearing, or throbbing and digging, with the 
feeling as if the head were festered, or screwed up. 

The attacks were especially violent in the evening and at 
night, but in one case they occurred early in the morning, as 
well as in the evening ; the sufferings were increased by being 
in a close room, by lying down, by stooping, by moving 
the eyes ; in one case also by thinking and reading ; while 
they were relieved by pressing on the head, and by the 
free air. 

In case 92, the paroxysms appeared on the setting in, and 
also towards the end of menstruation. 

As accompanying complaints, we notice disinclination for 
food, absence of thirst, presence of nausea, sour, bitter and 
bilious vomiting; straining at stool, which is not hard; 
oppression of the chest and chilliness. 

In two cases Bell, and Bryon. had been previously used 
without benefit, and in one case Bryon. had materially relieved 
the patient before Puis, was given. 
The cures took place rapidly in all the cases. 
The doses were Pulsat. 3, 6, 12, 24, 30 and 200. In the 
majority of cases one dose sufficed to cure ; still Puis. 24, was 
given repeatedly in solution, one dose per day. 
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Dose.— Noack prefers the 2d dilution, which he asserts has proved 
more serviceable than any other preparation ; still he advises one or two 
drop doses of the pure tincture, or of the 1st, 2d, 3d, 6th or 12th dilu- 
tion, to be repeated once or twice a day, in chronic cases ; or every quarter, 
half, one, two or more hours in severe attacks ; or every two, four, six or 
eight hours, in milder ones. Delicate adults and children may take 
two or three globules as often ; or three, five or more globules may be 
solved in a wineglassful of water, and one or two teaspoonfuls given per 
dose. — Peters. 

37. RHUS TOXICODENDRON. 

General Remarks. — According to Schelling, in 1849, when 
the whole epidemic constitution of the period frequently called 
for Rhus, violent headaches also occurred frequently ; they 
were one-sided, attacked the forehead, temples, ears and teeth 
in particular, and recurred periodically; the pains were 
drawing and tearing, as if a sharp knife were run through the 
affected parts, or as if the eyes, ear or forehead were being 
cut out ; they were severe enough to make the stoutest per- 
sons complain loudly, and' even to cause cramps in others. 

In one such case, Arsen. produced relief immediately, but 
only transiently ; in many other cases Rhus afforded relief 
effectually. — Iiygea, vol. 17, part 3, p. 274. 

CASE 99. — A young man was attacked suddenly, after 
suffering for some time with pain in the back and loins, with 
a piercing pain in the forehead soon after rising in the morn- 
ing ; followed by a sense of creeping, dashing and digging in 
the brain, also by a stupefying dizziness and an indescribable 
aching and pain in the left temple, forehead and eye, so that 
he fell back fainting upon his bed again ; he also had oppres- 
sion of the chest, sore-throat and thirst ; his tongue and left 
side seemed partially paralysed ; he could scarcely speak intel- 
ligibly, and could move the limbs of the left side imperfectly. 

Treatment. — Ehus 1st, restored him in 2 days. — Dr. Schil- 
ling. — Ibid. 

Dose. — Noack advises one or two drops of the pure tincture, or of 
the 1st, 2d, 3d or 6th dilution, repeated frequently in acute and severe 
cases, but to be given only once or twice a day in slighter attacks. 
Schelling, it will be seen above, also used the low dilutions. Still Rhus 
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is an acrid remedy, and apt to cause aggravations in delicate persons and 
children, who should use from one to three granules per dose, or for 
whom from three to five globules may be solved in six tablespoonfuls of 
water, and one teaspoonful given per dose. — Peters. 

38. SANGUINARIA. 

General Remarks. — According to Hereto, Sanguinaria 
is the best remedy against most cases of Migrane, or sick 
headache ; still it will prove most useful when the attacks 
occur paroxysmallv, viz., every week or at longer intervals ; or 
when the pains begin in the morning, increase during the day 
and last till evening ; when the head seems so full that it must 
burst, or as if the eyes would be pressed out ; or when the 
pains are digging, attended with sudden piercing, throbbing 
lancinations through the brain, involving the forehead and 
top of the head in particular, and being most severe on the 
right side ; followed by chills, nausea, vomiting of food or 
bile, forcing the patient to lie down and preserve the greatest 
quiet, as every motion aggravates the sufferings, which are 
only relieved by sleep. — New Archiv., vol 2, part 2, p. 132. 

CASE 100. — A man was attacked with frightfully severe 
headache ; the only relief he could obtain, was from pressing 
the back of his head against the head-board of the bed. 

Treatment. — An infusion of Rad. Sanguinar. removed the 
headaches permanently. 

CASE 101. — A lady suffered with frequent and severe 
attacks of headache, with such sensitiveness during the parox- 
ysms, that no one dared to walk across the room. 

Treatment. — The first dose of Sang. 6, produced such an 

aggravation that the patient became almost beside herself; 

after the second dose, she fell into a pleasant sleep from which 

she awoke refreshed. Dr. Helfrig always gave Aeon, and 

Bellad. during the paroxysms of sick-headache, and used 

Sanguinar. 30, during the interval, unless some other remedy 

was more indicated. — Hereto. — Ibid. 

Dose. — The proper dose is sufficiently indicated in the above cases. 
— Peteks. 
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39. SEPIA. 

General Remarks.— (a). According to Hahnemann, it is 
indicated when there is dulness of the head, and inability for 
mental occupation ; in attacks of sick headache, attended with 
boring pains forcing one to cry out with agony, and with 
vomiting; against throbbing headaches most severe in the 
back of the head ; congestion to the head while stooping ; 
coldness on the top of the head. — See Hahnemann's Chronic 
Diseases, translated by Chas. J. Hempel. 

(b). Hering assumes that Sepia is suitable against piercing, 
boring, or throbbing headaches, most severe in one temple, 
or under one frontal protuberance, which is often sensitive to 
the slightest touch ; especially when the paroxysms are so 
severe as to force one to cry out, and are attended with 
nausea and vomiting ; also when the slightest motion increases 
the sufferings and the patient is obliged to remain very quietly 
in a darkened room, with his eyes closed ; sleep then being 
easily induced and the whole attack passing off after a long 
slumber. — P. 143. 

(<?). Dr. Kreussler found Sepia most useful in the following 
kinds of headache : 

In aching, piercing, drawing, and rending pains, affecting 
all parts of the head, and attended with heat in the face, 
noises in the ears, nausea and vomiting, vertigo, and great 
weakness ; all the sufferings being generally greatly aggra- 
vated by warmth. The piercing pains, however, were not so 
severe as those which Aeon., Rhus, or Pulsat. relieve so 
readily, and were not constant, but occurred in paroxysms of 
longer or shorter duration. The aching or pressing pains 
were most frequent and severe in the back of the head. 
— Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 29, p. 172. 

(d). According to Dr. Tietze, Sepia acts upon the nervous 
and vascular system, wherever it finds a passive congestion 
connected with a dyscrasial suffering ; and all diseases to be 
cured by Sepia must be traced to some such source. In 
general, we should bear in mind that both Bellad. and Sepia, 
if they are to cure hemicrania, pre-suppose the existence of 
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congestion of blood to the brain ; but for Bellad. the congestion 
must be decided and active ; for Sepia, rather passive ; for 
Bellad. to afford help, there need be no dyscrasia present ; 
for Sepia, a dyscrasia should never be absent. Tietze found 
Sepia most useful in the headaches of females, especially of 
hysterical patients ; in obstinate and deeply-seated cases, in 
which derangement of the nervous system had already lasted 
for a long time ; when the pains were piercing and confined 
to one side ; and when leucorrhoea was present during the 
intervals of the paroxysms. He found it almost specific in 
cases attended with. /Sudor hystericus, or a peculiarly sweetish 
smelling perspiration of the arm-pits and soles of the feet. 
He assumes that it is most indicated against those hemicranias- 
which arise slowly out of an affection of the assimilation, and 
the whole bearing of the patient expresses the presence of a 
deep-seated affection ; his skin being pale, dingy or sallow, 
the frame delicate, and the features marked with traces of 
frequent and severe suffering. 

The pains it most readily relieves are piercing or pressing, 
or aching and piercing, boring, rending, and pricking, and 
attended with passive congestion to the head. — Genl. Horn. 
Journal, vol. 34:, p. 10. 

(e). Black contents himself with asserting that it is most 
suitable against nervous, rheumatic and arthritic headaches, 
especially when they occur in delicate and sensitive women. 
—Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 36, p. 234. 

CASE 102. — Mrs. B., aged 21, of venous constitution, suf- 
fered in the middle of pregnancy, with frequently recurring 
rending, piercing pains on the right side of the head. 

Treatment. — Sepia 30, removed the pains in 2 hours, per- 
manently. — General Homoeopathic Journal, vol. 29, p. 72. 
— Dr. Keeusslek. 

CASE 103. — Mrs. M., aged 25, of bilious constitution, suf- 
fered with drawing, rending pains on the right side of the 
head, intermingled with sharp stitches ; the attacks being most 
severe every morning and evening, and much relieved during 
middle of the day. Her menses had commenced to become 
rather scanty. 
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Treatment — Aconit., Pulsat., and Rims were given with- 
out benefit, but Sepia removed the whole disorder rapidly 
and permanently. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 29, p. 191. — Dr. 

EJKEUSSLEE. 

CASE 104. — Miss II., of venous temperament, had suf- 
fered for some time with headaches, which were becoming 
more and more severe. She had violent pressing or aching 
pains in the back of the head, attended with heat and redness 
of the face, painfulness of the eyes, lassitude and weakness of 
the limbs, lachrymose disposition, and disinclination to any 
occupation. 

Treatment. — Two doses of Sepia 15, removed her sufferings 
permanently, although the first dose produced an aggrava- 
tion. — Ibid. p. 172. — Dr. Kreussler. 

CASE 105. — A stout girl had suffered for several months 
with constant headache, frequently attended with nausea ; her 
face was flushed, but her pulse small and weak, and menses 
regular. 

Treatment. — Sepia 30, in solution, cured her perfectly in a 
week. — Archiv., vol. 20, part 3, p. 58. — Dr. Goullon. 

CASE 106. — A lady, aged 32, who had suffered for many 
years with cramps, and congestions of the head and chest, had 
had violent headache for 14 days. 

Symptoms. — Soreness and pain in the left eye and temple ; 
throbbing, rending, and piercing in the left temple ; pricking 
as if from an ulcer in the left zygoma and in the molar 
teeth ; soreness of the scalp to touch ; aggravation of the 
pains at various times of the day, followed by fainting fits. 
She also had shivering, coldness of the feet, flushes of heat, 
thirst, anxiety and despair of recovery. 

Treatment— Seven doses of Sepia 2, were given, one dose 
every night and morning ; she was entirely restored on the 
4th day.— Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 33, p. 23.— Dr. Hausteut. 
CASE 107.— A young lady, aged 19, a brunette of sanguine 
temperament, who had been rheumatic for several years had 
now suffered for several months, generally after a slight cold, 
with violent pains in her head. 
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Symptoms. — Tearing and boring, intermingled with acute 
stitches, more frequently on the right side, than the left ; 
when the pain was very severe, she was obliged to keep very 
quiet, close her eyes, and press her hand upon the painful 
part ; chilly weather increased the pains, which were scarcely 
ever present at night, but occurred at almost any time during 
the day ; she had disinclination for food, her passages were 
rather loose, her menses occurred too frequently and lasted 
5 or 6 days. 

Treatment. — Sepia 30, produced a decided improvement 
about and after the 12th day ; she relapsed slightly at the end 
of 5 weeks, and then was cured entirely by repeated doses of 
Sepia 30, in solution. — Dr. Hiksch.— Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 7, 
page 132. 

CASE 109. — A lady, aged 40, and of an hysterical habit, 
had suffered since her fourteenth year with headaches recur- 
ring every 2 or 4 weeks, affecting the left side, commencing 
early in the morning, with rending and drawing pain under 
the left temporal bone, passing over into aching and throbbing 
in the back of the head, and followed by nausea and vomiting ; 
she could not open her eyes or bear light, and had obstinate 
constipation. 

Treatment. — Sepia, several doses, repeated every 8 days, 
removed the disorder. — Practical Observations, vol. 2, p. 10. 
— Dr. Schindler. 

CASE 110. — A man aged 30, of medium stature, and with 
blackish brown hair, had been speedily cured of an ulcer up jn 
the leg, by external applications. Since then, he had suffered 
with headache on the left side, extending to the left ear and 
eye, commencing with violent stitches in the forehead, recur- 
rihg every five minutes, day and night, with such violence that 
his face became distorted, and he screamed out with pain ; 
his scalp became exceedingly sore, he knew not where to lay 
his head ; every noise, even the speaking of others, increased 
the pain ; his tongue was white and he had a bitter taste in 
the mouth. 
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Treatment— Sepia 6, relieved the pains in two hours, and 
he was cured in four days.— Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 10, page 
220.— Dr. S. 

[CASE 111. — A nursing mother had suffered with head- 
ache for three weeks, characterised by acute pain in the 
forehead, attended with throbbings which occasioned pain in 
the teeth, and eyes ; with noises in the ears ; constipation, 
nausea, and sometimes vomiting. 

Treatment. — Sepia (two doses) was followed b}^ a severe ag- 
gravation ; the pains changed to one side, and the disorder 
assumed the form of megrim ; but in two days almost all 
traces of the disorder were removed. A few doses of Nux 
subsequently removed the constipation. — Malaise, p. 12. 

CASE 112. — Miss V., aged 17, had had headache more or 
less for eighteen months ; the right side of the head was prin- 
cipally affected with violent pulsations, especially severe in 
the right side of the back of the head, attended with dimness 
of vision, itching of the nose, dilatation of the pupils, and 
frequent nausea; her tongue was coated, she had a bad taste 
in the mouth, and irregular appetite ; her sufferings were 
more severe in the morning than in the evening ; scarcely 
a day passed by without some pain, ordinarily commencing in 
the occiput. Her menses were regular. 

Treatment.— Nux, Bellad., Aconit., Spigelia, China, and 
Cina, were used for twenty days without benefit ; then Sepia 
30, (several doses) was given, and effected a perfect cure 
in fifteen days, which lasted for at least two years and a half. 
— Ibid.] — Peters. 

Keview.— Among eight patients, reported by Buckert, 
seven were females ; of these, three were said to be of a venous 
constitution, and one of sanguine temperament; two had 
dark hair, and all were middle-aged. 

Among the causes of the headache, we find : taking cold in 
one case ; and suppressed ulcer in one case. 

Of the eight cases, six had the pains confined to one side 
of the head; three times on the right side, and three times 
on the left, 
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Among the localities involved by the pain, we find : the 
forehead, extending to the eye, mentioned most frequently, 
then the sides of the head, next the temples, top and back of 
the head. 

As to the character of the pain, we find it most frequently 
rending or tearing, frequently attended with stitches; less 
frequently we find drawing, aching or throbbing ; boring pain 
occurred only once. 

As regards the time when the pains appear, we do not find 
them confined to any particular period. 

The pains were increased by rough weather, by moving or 
opening the eyes, by noise, or the speaking of others, by the 
slightest touch, by every movement, and by warmth. They 
were relieved in one case by external pressure, by rest in a 
dark place, by closing the eyes, and by a long sleep. 

As accompaniments of the pain, we find: soreness of the 
scalp, in case 105 ; heat and redness of the face, in cases 103 
and 104 ; disgust for food, in case 106 ; white tongue and 
bitter taste, in case 108 ; nausea and vomiting, in cases 104 and 
107 ; constipation, in case 107 ; too frequent menstruation, in 
case 106 ; scanty menstruation, in case 102 ; fainting fits, in 
case 105 ; shivering and coldness of the feet, in case 105 ; 
anxiety, in case 105 ; disinclination to work, in case 103 ; and 
inclination to weep, in case 103. 

Among the indications for the use of Sepia, we find: 
hysteria, with long-continued derangement of the nervous 
system, in § d and e ; leucorrhcea between the paroxysms, in 
§ d ; sudor hystericus in § d ; chronic expression of suffering 
in the features, in § d ; pale, sallow, dingy complexion in § d ; 
congestions in § b and d ; passive congestions in § d ; delicacy 
of frame in § d and e ; and return of pains at intervals, in § c. 

Almost all the cases were chronic, and the cures followed 
very quickly. 

Sepia effected a cure in all eight cases without the aid of 
any other remedy ; in three cases, but one dose was used ; in 
two cases, two doses ; in one case, nine doses ; in one case 
Sepia in solution was given, in repeated doses. 
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The 2d, 6th and 15th potency were used each in one case; 
the 30th, in four cases. 

Dose.— Noack prefers one-grain closes of the 2d or 3d trituration, to 
be given once or twice a day in sub-acute and chronic cases; more fre- 
quently in acute attacks. In the above cases the use of the 2d and 6th 
dilutions was not followed by aggravations, but by speedy recoveries ; 
■while the higher potencies, such as the 15th or 30th, sometimes either 
caused aggravations, or more probably allowed the disorder to progress 
unchecked to an extreme degree of suffering. Delicate and nervous 
adults, and children may use the granules or high dilutions, either in 
solution, or by drops or globules. — Peters. 

40. SILICEA. 

General Remarks. — (a). According to Hering, Silex is 
useful against pushing, throbbing pains, with heat and rush 
of blood to the head, especially when they are excited by 
exertion, speaking, or stooping ; in nocturnal pains, extending 
from the nape, up to the top of the head ; against rending 
pains setting in every forenoon ; when it seems as if the fore- 
head would be pushed out ; when lumps arise upon the head, 
the hair falls out, and the scalp is very sensitive to touch; 
also against tearing pains in the head, p. 142. 

(b). Hahnemann advises it against headache ascending 
from the nape to the top of the head, and preventing sleep 
at night ; for daily headache in the forenoon, with tearing 
pains and heat in the forehead ; for heaviness in the forehead 
from noon till evening; for pain as if the head would burst; 
sweating of the head at night. — Chronic Diseases, vol. 5. 

(c). Black advises it against headaches fi om organic disease, 
excessive study, or nervous relaxation arising from any other 
cause, when vertigo and weakness of memory are present, &c. 
— Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 36, p. 235. 

CASE 113.— A young lady, aged 28, a brunette, of mid- 
dling stature, had suffered for a long time with violent 
headaches. 

Symptoms.— The pain involved either the vertex, back of 
the head, or forehead ; at other times when it extended over one- 
half of the head, the one-sided pain consisted in a bruised feel- 
ing, so that even external pressure caused pain; in the forehead 
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tlie pain was of a pushing character, attended with great weak- 
ness of the eyes ; when the pain became very violent, nausea 
and vomiting set in ; touching the head, walking about, and. 
exposure to the free air caused aggravation ; the paroxysms 
came on every two or three days or weeks, sometimes lasting 
only a few hours, at others several weeks. At times, all food 
tasted like clay ; bits of tape- worm were discharged ; she had 
trembling of the limbs, and general feeling of weakness. 

Treatment. — Silicea 30, in two drachms of diluted alcohol, 
ten drops to be taken daily, from July 24 to the middle of 
September. Result. — The first four doses always caused 
aggravations ; afterwards a perfect cure was eifected. — Genl. 
Horn. Jour., vol. 22, p. 11. — Dr. Tietze. 

Dose« — Trinks says in obstinate and chronic cases he has always 
used the 2d or 3d dilution, one or two grains per dose, night and 
morning, for weeks and months together, not only without producing 
any unpleasant or stormy aggravations, but always with the most 
gratifying curative results. Those who prefer them may use the higher 
dilutions and globules, at long intervals. — Peters. 

41. SPIGELIA. 

General Remarks. — (a). Spigelia, according to Tietze, is 
indicated in hemicrania of the left side, the pain often in- 
volving the whole of that side of the head, and extending to 
the face and teeth. Also : 

"When the pains consist in a digging-tearing, or in an ach- 
ing-pressing ; are increased by stooping, the slightest move- 
ment in the free air, and by every loud noise. It is espe- 
cially useful when gouty affections in various parts of the 
body are also present. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 34, p. 21. 

(5). According to Black, Spigelia is suitable against nervous 
rheumatic headaches, when the pains are aching and 
piercing, extend to the nape and face, and are increased by 
touch, motion, and noise. 

(c). Dr. Nehrer says, in the winter of 1845, he cured six 
cases of one-sided headache, involving one or the other eye- 
brow, the pain being violent and throbbing, or else throbbing 
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and piercing, or tearing, and attended with redness and 
lachrymation of the affected eye ; the paroxysms followed a 
perfectly regular twenty-four hour type ; the weather at the 
time was icy-cold and rainy. — Spigelia 20, afforded relief 
quickly and certainly.— New xlrchiv., vol. 3, part 1, p. 63. 

(d). According to Hering, the typical character of the pains 
relieved by Spigelia, is remarkable ; the head, eyes, face, or 
teeth may be affected ; the paroxysms occur generally in the 
morning or forenoon, before twelve o'clock; and motion, 
especially stooping, causes an aggravation. Among the 
other indications for the remedy, are noted: aggravation 
from stooping ; aching and pressing in the head ; sensation 
as if the brain would be forced out through the forehead, &c. 
The latter symptom occurs in fifteen or twenty other reme- 
dies ; the first symptoms in many remedies also, especially 
Ign., Pulsat., Ooloc, Bryon., Bell., &c ; but in no other remedy 
do we find so many pains increased by the same causes, and 
hence this possesses a peculiar significance for Spigelia. In 
Spigelia-headaches, the face is often pale. — Correspondenz- 
Blatt, vol. 6, p. 80. 

CASE 114. — A man, aged 25, of choleric sanguine tem- 
perament, and powerful constitution, had had violent head- 
aches, off and on, for three years. 

Symptoms. — Constant, violent and partly jerking or rending 
pain ; partly sawing pain, as if the nerves were lacerated 
with fine instruments, involving the right side of head and 
temples, and extending over the eye into the cheek-bones. 
The right eye was much affected, and wept freely ; it pressed 
and pushed itself forward, and was very sensitive to light ; 
there was a burning heat in the affected part, and in the face ; 
the veins of the temples were distended and pulsating; 
there was coryza and disturbed sleep. 

Treatment. — Bellad. and other remedies were given without 
benefit, as the pain increased to an extreme degree, and 
extended to the teeth. Then Spigelia 30, was given, fol- 
lowed by profuse sweat in half an hour, lasting all night, and 
the patient awoke well after a sound sleep. — Correspondenz- 
Blatt, 6. — Komig. 
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CASE 115. — A woman, whose menses recurred too fre- 
quently, preceded by weakness of the chest with fainting, and 
with great weakness from the slightest exertion ; also com- 
plained of violent stitches in the left temple, worse when 
moving about. A few doses of Spigelia 30, cured her entirely. 
—Ibid. 

CASE 116. — A boy, aged 7, had suffered for several weeks 
with headache ; first here, then there, but especially in the 
forehead and back part of the head ; increased by motion, 
by running, jumping, even by walking, but especially by 
stooping, or shaking the head, by coughing, and every con- 
cussion of the body, even by noise, and the warmth of a 
stove. He frequently became pallid in the face, with blue 
about the eyes, and sometimes became so sick as to vomit. — 
Spigelia 30, effected a cure. — Ibid. 

CASE 117. — It also cured a case in which pains in the 
eyes occurred every morning, followed by piercing in the 
head, face, teeth, and throat. In a week after were added, 
chilliness and heat every night, without thirst ; the headache 
became throbbing on one side, so that he could not stoop, 
and it seemed as if his head would fall off. There was 
throbbing over the left eye, burning and piercing therein, 
commencing early in the morning behind the eye, and finally 
extending forwards; the eye seemed smaller, but was 
swollen (Dulcam. and Scilla cause the same) ; the patient had 
fever the whole day, with dryness of lips, and whiteness of 
the tongue. The whole disorder, after lasting three weeks, 
was cured in a few hours by Spigelia 30. — Ibid. 

CASE 118. — Beating and throbbing in the vertex and 
under the eyes, especially the left, increased by the slightest 
motion. There was a discharge of thin green mucus from 
the posterior nares ; the gums were swollen, and there was 
pain in the teeth. Spigelia 30 effected a cure. — Ibid. 

CASE 119. — Chronic catarrh of head, violent headache, 
with feeling as if the head would burst when stooping, worse 
the right side, and increased every morning till twelve 
o'clock, after which it diminished; there was such tearing 
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pain when stooping, that he was obliged to support his head. 
Cured by Spigelia 30. — Hering. 

CASE 120.— A widow, aged 56 (born in the East Indies), 
of choleric and irritable temperament, with dark hair and 
complexion, and of large stature, received a blow upon the head 
many years before, and frequently suffered with headaches 
since then. After a severe cold, taken at the end of June, 
1850, the headache set in, and persisted with greater or less 
violence, until the last of October. The disorder remained 
about the same, for, if single symptoms ceased awhile, they 
were sure to return again. 

Symptoms. — Pain, especially in the forehead, where she 
had received the injury; feeling as if from an internal ulcer 
on the left side above the eyebrow, extending to the temples, 
and occasionally to the back of the head ; the pain often shot 
into the eye, rendering it so painful that it could not be 
moved ; it consisted of a sore feeling, or of a boring or heavi- 
ness, more rarely of throbbing, especially on laying the head 
down ; it was increased every night and forenoon, also from 
every movement, especially from stooping, which she could 
not do without pain, even when free from headache. The 
pains were also increased by every concussion, by noise, by the 
loud speaking of others, with nausea from the same causes. 
The only relief she obtained was from absolute quiet, and 
from resting the head against something. Otherwise, she 
was generally well, with the exception of being costive. 

Treatment. — She used many remedies, among them Sulph. 
30, twice with benefit ; still, the increase of pain from stoop- 
ing remained. Merc, and China produced transient relief. 
July 13th she received Spigelia 22, with relief for several 
days ; on the 16th, she took Coffea without benefit ; the relief 
afforded by Spigelia was thus neutralised, and the old dis- 
order returned in full force. In August, several doses of China 
27, and Bellad. 15, produced some relief, and in September, 
Merc. 15 ; but October 21st, the old disorder again returned 
severely, and she received Spigelia 200, in solution, one 
dose, soon followed by slight aggravation with toothache, and 
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bleeding of the gums ; a repetition of the same dose was fol- 
lowed by a frightful aggravation, more severe than ever 
before experienced, and attended with chills, shivering of the 
whole body, and walking round the room in agony. After 
using Camphor the aggravation subsided, and on the follow- 
ing day the pain was all gone, so that she could even stoop 
without re-producing it. She then remained free from all 
pain until March, 1851, when she took Staphysagria 15, in 
solution, for gum boils ; after using Staphysag. for two days, 
a violent aggravation again set in, followed by severe head- 
ache, feeling of ulceration, and as if the eyes would fall out, 
from every motion or touch ; with chills and spasmodic shiver- 
ing from the severity of the pain ; she was again obliged to use 
Camphor as an antidote ; in a few days she was restored, and 
remains well to the present time, December, 1851. — R ckert. 

Review. — This peculiar and important remedy was used 
in thirteen cases ; two, are described as occurring in those of 
powerful constitution, and choleric or choleric-sanguine tem- 
perament. 

The character of the pains relieved by it differed very 
widely ; in some cases it was boring, ulcerating, or throbbing, 
see § c, e, and g, and case 112 ; in others it was aching or 
pressing, tearing or digging, or jerking and rending, see 
§ c and a, and case 112 ; or finally sawing and piercing. 
Hering calls particular attention to the fact that no other 
remedy relieves such a variety of pains arising under the 
same circumstances. Finally, it also relieves a feeling as if 
the eyes were pressed, or turned out. 

The situation of the pains relieved, was generally in the 
fore part of the head. In eight cases the pains were confined 
to one side, viz., in two cases to the right, and in five cases 
to the left. In several instances the region of the eyes, and 
the eyes themselves, were attacked with pain ; they even 
became inflamed and watery. 

The regular, typical recurrence of the pains was peculiarly 
marked, generally in the night or in the forenoon ; the pains 
spread not only to the eyes, but also to the whole side of the 
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face and to the teeth, in § a and case 112 ; to the nape of the 
neck in § b ; and are apt to be associated, according to Tietze, 
with arthritic pains in various parts of the body. Dr. Nehrer 
effected cures with Spigelia when the weather was damp, 
cold and rainy, and Black thinks it cures nervo-rheumatic 
pains most readily. 

Among the causes of aggravation, stoojping is the most 
prominent ; then every motion, concussion, loud noise, the 
speaking of others, straining at stool, &c, see case 112, 
and § g. 

Among the accompanying symptoms, Hering draws atten- 
tion to a peculiar paleness of the face, see § d and case 114. 

The doses were Spigelia 30 and 200 in repeated doses. 

The cures occurred speedily and decidedly, in cases more 
or less chronic or re2ent. 

Dose. — Noack and Trinks as usual prefer comparatively large doses, 
such as two or three drops of the 2d or 3d dilution, repeated at short 
intervals, in acute attacks ; at longer intervals in chronic and milder 
cases. Still the high dilutions seem to have been decidedly useful in 
the above cases, and we can only regret that Romig, Hering and 
Riickert did not note more carefully the intervals of time allowed to 
elapse between each dose. The same doses as those recommended for 
Rhus., may be used. — Peters. 

42. SULPHUR. 

General Remarks. — (a). Hahnemann recommends it 
against night-headaches, which arise from the slightest move- 
ment in bed ; against heaviness of the head, especially in the 
occiput ; daily drawing headaches, with sense of bursting j 
piercing headaches with buzzing ; throbbing pains in the 
vertex; coldness, and cold spots on the head. — See Chronic 
Diseases, translated by Dr. Chas. J. Hempel. 

(V). Hering advises Sulph. against throbbing and rending 
pains, with fever heat, occurring early in the morning, or in 
the evening, attended with nausea, aggravated in the open 
air, and relieved by being in a warm room ; also against rend- 
ing, stupefying pains and aching, occurring every week, 
followed by falling out of the hair, and occurring after fc the 
suppression of eruptions, or ulcers. — Page 142. 
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(c). According to Black, Sulphur is indicated against head- 
aches affecting the forehead and vertex, in which the patient 
complains of heat of the head and coldness of the feet, and 
has a sense of compression of the head, with noises in the 
ears and hammering ; also, against the congestive headaches 
of persons who lead a sedentary life, suffer with constipation 
or piles, or in whom old ulcers or eruptions, or hemorrhoidal 
fluxes have been suppressed. — Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 36, 
page 235. 

CASE 121. — A robust woman, aged 62, was attacked with 
the following : 

Symptoms. — Vertigo, crawling and pricking in the vertex, 
rushing and noises in the ears, aching in the forehead, tight- 
ness around the head as if from a band, piercing pain in the 
temples and cheeks, mucous state of the mouth, oppression 
of the stomach, heaviness and anxiety in the prsecordia ;. 
with irritable disposition, great weakness and emaciation. 

Treatment. — Pulsat. occasioned very little relief, which, 
however, followed quickly when Sulphur was used, and she 
was cured in 10 days. — Hygea, vol. 15, page 512. — Dr. 

SCHELLTNG. 

CASE 122. — A lady, shortly after confinement, was 
attacked with violent tearing pain in the forehead and upper 
half of brain, especially about the eyes and nose, with the 
greatest sensitiveness of the affected parts to touch, and feel- 
ing as if they were blistered ; her head and body felt cold, 
although the external air was warm, and her pulse was quick ; 
these attacks came on several times a day, and also at night j 
they were preceded by tickling in the nose, like that which 
precedes sneezing, by coughing and yawning ; and were 
followed by perspiration. 

Treatment. — She was cured by four doses of Sulphur, at 
intervals of from nine to twelve days. — Annals, vol. 4, page 
258. — Dr. Hartlaub. 

CASE 123. — A young man who had formerly suffered 
with herpes rodens on the legs before he was attacked with 
headaches, had eomplained for thirteen years with : 
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Throbbing, tearing headache in the occiput, extending 
forwards, and attended with nausea, vomiting, and aching 
of the eyes ; the attacks were preceded by flatulence, and 
the headaches lessened somewhat at the end of two or three 
days, when fever set in, and canker-sore mouth, followed by 
sore throat ; they recurred every three or four weeks. 

Treatment— Bellad., Merc, Nux, and Pulsat., were given 
without benefit; but after taking several doses of Sulphur, 
itching of the legs and perspiration of the feet set in, followed 
by a diminution of the headaches, and in the course of a few 
months he was perfectly restored. — Qenl. Horn. Jour., vol. 
10, p. 136. — Dr. Bernstein. 

CASE 124. — A robust youth, aged 18, was attacked, one 
year after the suppression of itch, every morning about nine 
o'clock, with violent aching pain in the forehead, fever, rush- 
ing and roaring in the head, gradually increasing until noon, 
and then entirely subsiding by four o'clock in the afternoon. 
He had already suffered for several months in this way. 

Treatment. — Sulph. 30, cured him entirely in ten days. — 
Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 4, p. 305. — Dr. Hiesch. 

CASE 125. — A girl, aged 11 years, had already suffered 
for two years with headaches, which had been of daily occur- 
rence for the last three months. 

Symptoms. — Aching pain in the forehead and whole front 
head, commencing immediately upon waking in the morning, 
and persisting the whole day. She was unfit for thought or 
study, and much debilitated. 

Treatment. — Tinct. Sulph. effected a perfect cure in three 
weeks. — Annals, p. 271. — Dr. Hartlaub. 

CASE 126. — Captain R. had suffered for a long time with 
headaches ; shortly before they set in he had suppressed an 
attack of itch, with ointments. 

Symptoms. — Violent throbbing, pressing pains in the head, 
especially after partaking of warm food, when in a warm 
room, or exposed to the heat of the sun ; congestion of blood 
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to the head, with vertigo, relieved by the application of 
cold water. He was troubled with itching about the rectum, 
with flatulence and derangement of the bowels. 

Treatment. — After the use of Sulphur, at first in alterna- 
tion with Nux, and then of Sulphur alone, one dose every fifth 
day, he was seized with more troublesome itching and prick- 
ing about the arms, and finally with itching of the legs, 
when his other troubles ceased entirely. — Genl. Horn. Jour., 
vol. 10, p. 138. — Dr. Bernstein. 

Review. — Of the six cases one-half were males; in three 
cases the exciting cause of the headaches was suppression of 
itch or herpes, see § b and c ; inclination to constipation, 
and hemorrhoids were also present, see § c. 

The pains were most frequently seated in the forehead ; 
their character was generally aching and tearing, or as if 
there were a band around the head ; in one case there was 
throbbing, pressing, rushing, and roaring. They occurred 
either daily, at a particular hour, or in paroxysms several 
times a day, also at night ; were increased by warm things ; 
they were also attended by various disorders of the stomach, 
flatulence, nausea, or vomiting. 

Of the six cases, Sulphur cured four, without aid from any 
other remedy. 

The size of the doses is unfortunately not mentioned in 
most of the cases, although we learn that they were frequently 
repeated. 

Dose. — Noaclc advises one or two grains of the 1st or 3d trituration, 
or from one to three drops of carefully prepared tinct. of Sulphur, once 
or twice a day in subacute or chronic cases; more frequently in severe 
attacks. — Peteks. 

43. THUYA. 

General Remarks. — Tietze uses Thuya against hemicrania 
when he finds that it has been preceded by sycosis. It is 
most serviceable when the pains involve the left side, extend 
from thence in rays, and become tearing in their character in 
the forehead and face, as far as the zygoma. It is especially 
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indicated when a peculiar sensation is present, as if a convex 
button were pressed upon the head, particularly in the neigh- 
borhood of the sutures of the skull, or as if a nail were thrust 
into the head. 

If such pains are present, and we have reason to suspect 
sycosis ; if the disorder has become chronic and inveterate ; 
if the pains are increased by rest and warmth, especially that 
of the bed, and are relieved by looking upwards and bending 
the head backwards ; and if they have been preceded by rheu- 
matic or arthritic affections, with nocturnal exacerbations, 
then Thuya will assuredly prove the only curative remedy. — 
Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 34, p. 19. 

Dose. — Noack recommends one or two drop doses of the 1st, 2d or 
3d dilution, every one, two or four hours in severe attacks ; every six, 
•eight, twelve or more hours in milder paroxysms ; and once or twice a 
day in chronic cases. It is thought to be most useful by some physi- 
cians, in cases attended with the most obstinate constipation, with 
leucorrhoea or other uterine, or urinary trouble. — Petkrs. 

44. VERATRUM. 

General Remarks. — (a). Lobethal says that Yeratrum is 
very useful against the nervous headaches of young maidens 
and hysterical women, when they are attended with nausea 
and vomiting, and the face is pale and cadaverous. — Genl. 
Horn. Jour., vol. 13, p. 371. 

{b). Black recommends it against aching, throbbing, nervous 
headaches, affecting one side of the head, attended with stiff- 
ness of the neck, feeling as if the head would burst, and 
with vomiting. — Ibid., vol. 36, p. 235. 

(c). Hering asserts that Yeratrum is useful when the scalp 
is very sensitive to touch, when diarrhoea is present, and the 
pains become so severe that the patient is rendered quite 
delirious, or at least very weak and inclined to faint ; when 
the pains are increased by rising up, or lying down, and are 
accompanied with cold sweat, coldness and thirst. Also, 
when long continued constipation has produced congestion of 
blood to the head, with unilateral pains, and aching-throbbing 
feeling as if the brain were bruised or compressed ; with 
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choking in the throat, or pain in the stomach, stiffness of the 

neck, profuse flow of urine, nausea and vomiting. — Pp. 137 

and 140. 

Dose* — Noack advises one or two drop doses of the 2d, 3d, 6th or 
12th dilution every few hours in severe cases; once or twice a day in 
chronic attacks. — Peters. 

45. ZINCUM. 

CASE 127. — A young lady, aged 24, of robust frame and 
regular menstruation, had suffered for four years with : 

Aching, tearing pain in the hack of the head, piercing in 
the right eye, rending and piercing in the ears, and occa- 
sionally in the teeth. These attacks had increased yearly in 
severity, until they had begun to affect her mental powers. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 30, relieved the pain in the eye, but 
merely lessened the other sufferings ; then Zinc. 30, cured her 
entirely in thirteen days. — Practical Observations, vol. 2, 
p. 187. — Dr. Schulz. 

Dose« — Noack advises one or two grain doses of the 1st, 2d or 3d 
trituration every two or three hours in acute attacks, once or twice a 
day in chronic cases. — Peters. 



GENERAL REVIEW. 

It must be expressly understood that this general review 
applies mainly to the forty articles and eighty-five cases, 
supplied by Riickert ; a general review of the forty addi- 
tional cases, numerous additional articles and notes, will be 
given at some other place. — Peteks. 

Spigelia was used successfully in thirteen cases ; Bellad., in 
twelve cases ; Calc, Nux, Puis, and Sepia, each in ten cases ; 
Bryonia and Sulph., each in six cases ; Arsenic, in five cases ; 
Colocynth, in four cases ; Camphor and Causticum, each in 
three cases; Aconite, Opium, Sanguinaria, China, Cocculus, 
Carb. v. and Hepar sulph., each in two cases ; Agaricus, Arnica, 
Asarum, Creosot., Dulc, Ignat., Magnet., Merc, Phosph., 
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Silex, and Zinc, each in one or more cases. Although no cases 
have been reported in detail, still Auram, Arum, Coft'ea. Carb. 
an., Caps., Chamomilla, Crocus, Lacb., Plat, and Iris versi- 
color, bave been found useful by various observers. 

According to Eiickert, these forty remedies were used 
against the following groups of symptoms, and under the 
following circumstances. 

(1). Against Nervous headaches in general: Agaricus, 
Aurum, Carb. an., Coca, Ign., Plat., Sep., Silex, and Verat. 
Against one-sided headaches, or Migranes in particular : 
Aeon., Ars., Bell., Calc, Caps., China, Coffea, Coloc, Ign., 
Nux, Opium, Puis., Sepia, Spigel., and Thuya. 

(2). Against Congestive headaches : Aeon., Belladonna, 
Bryon., Calc, Carb. an., Nux, Phosph., Sepia, Sulph., and 
Veratrum; against passive congestions, Opium, China, Sepia, 

(3). Against Catarrhal headaches, Aconit., Cham., Coft'ea. 
[Pnlsat., Agaricus, and Arsen. — Peters.] 

(4). Against Kheumatic headaches : Bryon., Aeon., Merc., 
Cham., Nux, Sepia, and Spigelia. 

(5). Against Arthritic headaches : Sepia and Spigelia. 

(6). Against headaches attended with Gastric disturbances: 
Bellad., Nux, and Pulsat. ; with nausea and vomiting in parti- 
cular : Aeon., Am., Asar., Bellad., Bryon., Calc, Caps., Caust., 
Coloc, Ign., Lachesis, Pulsat, Nux, Sanguinaria, Sepia, 
Sulph. and Veratrum ; with violent vomiting : Ars., Ipec, 
Tart, emet., Sulph., Zinc, Cuprum and Veratrum; with 
retching, Aeon, and Nux ; with vomiting of bitter substances : 
Bell., and Puis. ; with vomiting of bile : Calc, Nux, Puis., 
Sanguinaria ; with sour vomiting : JSTux vom. [Dr. Black 
prefers Cocculus when the nausea is very great ; others advise 
Creosote ; Dr. Chapman prefers Gratiola ; Dr. Kitchen, Iris 
versicolor; while I have given Cuprum acet., with the most 
marked benefit. — Peters.] 

(7). Against Periodical headaches: Bellad., Bryon., Cham., 
Coloc, Nux, Sanguinaria, Sepia, China and Arsen. 

(S). Principally against Acute attacks : Aconite, Agaricus, 
Arnica, Bellad., Bryon., Camphor, China, Cocculus, Coloc, 
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Creosot., Dulc, Ignat., Magnet., Merc, Nux, Op., Phosph., 
Puis., Sanguinaria, Arum, Gratiola, and Iris versicolor. 

(9). Principally against Chronic and inveterate cases : 
Arsenicum, Calcarea, Causticum, Carb. animalis, Hepar 
sulph., Phosphor., Sepia, Silex, Sulphur, Thuya, and Zinc. 



(10). Principally according to the locality of the pains. 

(a). When the pains involved the whole of the head : Bryon., 
Caust., JSTatr., Nux, Pulsat. and Sepia, (b). When they seem 
to be seated in the brain : Arn., Bry., Cede, China, Dulc. and 
Ignat. (c). When they affected the forehead in particular : 
Arn., Bell., Bry., Calc, Coloc, Ign., Merc, Nux, Puis., Plat., 
Silex, Sulph. and Thuya, (d). When the pains were principally 
over the eye-brows : Bellad. Over the root of the nose : Aeon., 
Ignat. and Plat. (e). On the vertex, or top of the head : Bell., 
Bry., Calc, Dulc, JSTux, Natrum m. and Sulph. (f). In the 
temples : Bell., Caust., Cham., China, Ign., Nux and Puis. (g). 
In the occiput, or the back of the head : Calc, Camph., Carb. 
an., Creos., Natr., Nux, Puis., Sepia and Sulph. (h). When 
the pains were confined to one side in general : Bell., Calc, 
Cham., Coffea, Coloc, Lach., Natrum m., JSTux, Puis., Rhus, 
Sepia, Silex, Spigelia. When limited to the right side : jBell. y 
Bryon., Calc, Coloc, Nux, Puis., Rhus, Sanguinaria, Sepia, 
and especially Opium. To the left side : Aeon., Asarum, 
Bryon., Calc, Cham., Coloc, Merc, Natrum, JSTux, Puis., 
Sepia, Spigelia, Thuya, and especially China. 



(11). According to the character of the pains. 
Against sore or festering pains, Puis, and Sej). ; boiling pains, 
Calc, Puis., Sep. and Spigelia; boring pains, as if in the brain 
itself, Ignat. ; burning pains, Bryon. ; boring-burning, Dulc. 
Against aching pains ; Ars., Bell., Bryon., Calc, China, Coffea, 
Coloc, Natrum, Nux, Sepia, Sulph. and Veratrum. 
Against aching from within outwards : Ign., Caps. 
" stupefying aching : Arsen. 
" dull aching : Calc. 
" digging aching : Bryon. 
7 
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Drawing-asunder pains : Biyon., Caps. Throbbing, pushing 
and hammering pains : Bell., Calc, Camph., Caps., Chain., 
Croc, Natrum m., Pulsat., Sanguin., Sepia, Silex, Spigelia, 
Sulph., Verat. 

Squeezing pains : over the nose, Aconit. ; compressing pain, 
Plat. ; aching and compressing, Coloc. Feeling of emptiness, 
Cocc. Pain, as if from a nail driven into the brain, or the 
true hysterical pain: Coffea, Ignatia, Nux, Evon., Hell, 
and Thuya. 

Pressing pain : Bell, Bryon. and Natrum ; pressing-asun- 
der, Arsen., Bell, and Bryon.; aching-pressing, Spigelia; 
out-pressing, Bryon. and Ignat. ; throbbing-pressing, Sulphur; 
pressing together, Bryon. 

Rending, tearing or drawing pains : Bell., Cham., China, 
Coloc, Ignat., Merc, Nux, Pulsat., Sepia, Spigelia, Sulphur, 
Thuya ; boring-rending pains, Nux ; aching-rending, China ; 
throbbing-rending, Arsen. and Spigelia ; piercing-rending, 
Natrum ; rooting or digging and rending, Spigelia ; rending 
in small spots, Bryon. ; drawing and rending, Khus. 

Stretching or tensive pains : Puis. Piercing, or pricking 
or sticking pains : Bryon., Caust, Cham., Coloc, Nux, Puis., 
Sanguin., Sep. and Sulphur ; outwards, Ignat. ; inwards, 
Coloc. ; as if in the brain, Ignat ; like needle-stitches or lanci- 
nating or pricking, Sepia; boring, Aeon., Bellad. and Puis.; 
aching or pressing and piercing, Pulsat. ; throbbing, Aeon., 
Bellad. and Spigelia ; rending and piercing, Caps. 

Sensation of rocking to and fro in the brain, Nux; of 
wavering, Bellad. ; of digging, Dulc. and Sanguin. ; drawing, 
Calc, Cham., China, Coffea, Coloc, Merc and Sepia; aching- 
drawing, Nux; twitching or jerking, Coloc; th robbing-jerk- 
ing, Ignat. ; as if compressed together by a band, Merc, and 
Sulph. ; screwed together, Pulsat. and Verat. ; as if torn or 
comminuted, Coffea, Nux and Verat. ; as if the head would 
burst, Calc, Merc, and Natrum; forcing one to cry out, 
Aeon., Cofi'., Cham, and Veratrum. 

When the scalp was tender, Bellad., Carb. an., China and 
Natrum in., were found the best remedies; when the hair 
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was sensitive, Verat. ; when there were hot spots upon the 
head, Bellad. ; coldness of the head, Calc. and Sulph. ; sweat 
upon the head in the evening, Calc. ; rushing and roaring in 
the head, Aurum, Bellad. and Calc. 



(12). The following remedies were found most serviceable 
when the headaches were excited or aggravated by : 

Touching the head, Bry., Calc, China, Coloc, Sep., Sulph. 

Movement in general, Aeon., Bellad., Bry., Caps., China, 
Creos., xSTux, Sanguin., Sep. and Spigel. ; at night, when in 
bed, Sulph. ; of the head and eyes, Bellad., Bryon., Coloc, 
Puis., Sepia; from opening the eyes, Sepia; when rising, 
Yeratrum ; from stooping, Bellad., Bryon., Caps., Coloc, 
Nux, Puis., Sepia, Silex., Spigel. ; when walking, Bryon. and 
Caps. ; when walking in the free air, Spigel. ; after walking 
in the open air, Calc. ; while talking, Calc, Dulc, Ign. 

From concussion, or jarring : Aeon., Bell., China ; from 
the talking of others, Aeon., Bellad., Sepia, Spigel. ; from the 
walking about of others, Bell. ; from every pulsation, Bell. ; 
from every step, or going up steps, Bellad. 

From noise : Aeon., Bellad., Coff., Sepia and Spigel. ; from 
music, Coffea. 

From mental emotions in general: Coloc. and Nux; 
depressing emotions, Bryon. ; from vexation, Coff. ; from 
fright, Calc. ; from mental exertion, Calc, Coffea f Nux. 

After partaking of food: Am., Coffea, Cocc, Nux; of 
coffee or wine, Nux ; of warm food, Sulph. 

From bright light : Asarum, Bryon. and Nux ; from rays 
of light upon the eyes, Bellad. 

From the influence of air : In the open air, Calc, Nux, 
Spigel. and Sulph. ; particular sensitiveness to the free air, 
Caps., China, Coifea ; sensitiveness of the head to air, Ars. ; 
draught of air or wind, China ; air of a room, Ars., Puis, and 
Sulph. ; warm air in particular, Caust. 

At the time of menstruation : Bryon., Coccul., Spigel. 

From rest, or quiet or sitting : Pulsatilla. 

From lying on the back : Coloc. and Verat. 

From taking cold : Aeon., Bryon., Coffea, JSTux v. 
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(13). The following remedies were useful when the head- 
aches were relieved by : 

Closing the eyes, Calc. ; binding up the head, and external 
pressure, Calc, Puis, and Sepia ; by vomiting, Bryon. ; the 
free air, Aeon., Ars. and Puis. ; moving the limbs to and fro, 
Ars. and Bellad.; the arms, Bellad. ; by lying still, Calc, 
China and Merc; the pains forcing one to lie still, Calc, 
Coloc, Nux and Sanguin. ; by rest, China, Sepia and Spigel. ; 
by bending forwards, Ignat. ; by external warmth, Arsen. 



(14). When the pains and aches occurred early in the morn- 
ing, Bellad., Bryon., Calc, Ignat., Natrum m., Nux and 
Sanguin., were found most useful ; in the forenoon, Spigelia ; 
in the afternoon, Bell., Coloc. ; in the evening, Bryon., Caust, 
Coloc, Pulsat. and Ignat. ; at night, China, Merc, Silex and 
Sulphur. 



Ruckert reports eighty-five cases of cure of headache, 
effected by fifty -one different physicians ; in eighty -four cases 
the exact dose used is mentioned. 

Strong doses were used, viz. : from the pure tinctnre to the 
3d dilution, in twenty-one cases ; one dose sufficed to cure 
in five instances ; one dose in solution was repeated in one 
instance ; repeated doses were required in fifteen cases. 

The higher dilutions, viz. : from the 4th to 30th potency 
were used in fifty cases ; one dose sufficed to effect a cure in 
thirty instances ; one dose in solution and repeated in three 
instances ; repeated doses were required in seventeen instances. 

The very high potencies were used in thirteen cases ; single 
doses in ten instances ; in solution, repeatedly in three 
instances. 

Olfaction of the remedies was used in a few cases only. 
Two-thirds of the cases were cured by the higher dilutions ; 
one-third, by the lower potencies. 
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ADDITIONAL CASES 



The original intention of this chapter was simply to furnish a 
condensed statement of the principal indications, both clinical 
and theoretical, for the selection of remedies against the 
different varieties of headache. This had been accomplished, 
when it was discovered that among the sixty-three cases of 
headache collected by Beauvais in his Clinique ITomceo- 
pathique, no less than thirty-seven were not to be found in 
Riickert's ; hence, it was regarded as imperative to sacrifice 
somewhat of the symmetry and methodical arrangement of 
the present treatise, rather than have it go forth incomplete, 
or less than it pretends to be, viz. : " A complete collection of 
all the cures and practical remarks upon the Homoeopathic 
treatment of Headaches, which have been published since 
the year 1822." A few of the cases collected by Beauvais 
have been rejected as unfit for republication here, as they 
required the use of from four to five, or even six or seven 
different remedies to effect a cure ; but ten cases, translated 
from Attomyk's Primordien einer Natur-geschichte der 
Krankheiten, have also been added, and eight cases, cured by 
Glonoine, reported by Dr. Coxe, of Philadelphia. 

Of these additional cases, eight were cured by Sepia ; eight, 
by Glonoine ; four, by Bell. ; three cases, each by Ars., Nux, 
Puis., Rhus, and Sulph. ; one, by Staphysag. ; and one, by 
Sulph. and Sepia. 
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ACONTTUM NAPELLTJS. 

It has been recommended in headaches from suppressed 
perspiration, and to induce those critical perspirations which 
sometimes cure chronic headache ; 

In severe rheumatic headaches, when attended with pains 
in the fibrous sheaths of the nerves ; in other fibrous tissues, 
such as the dura mater, falx cerebri and cerebelli, in the 
fibrous tissue of the scalp, in the periosteum of the skull and 
bones of the face ; especially when severe pains in the back, 
bones and joints are also present, the urine and perspiration 
having the well known rheumatic characters. (See Merc, 
Mezereum, Iod. pot. and Bryon.) 

In headaches attended with great and peculiar numbness 
and tingling in various parts, and tending to falling asleep 
of the limbs, and night-mare. 

In severe one-sided headaches, especially on the left 
side. 

In violent congestive and sub-inflammatory headaches, with 
fever, heat and redness of the face, some contraction of the 
pupil, and without active delirium. 

In the most violent nervous or neuralgic headaches, 
when the patient is utterly prostrate and exhausted from the 
severity of the pain, is cold and almost pulseless, with a 
sinking feeling and great irritability of the 6tomach, and 
coldness of the limbs, with tendency to livor, or blue- 
ness of various parts. 

AGAEICUS MUSCAEIUS. 

In the headaches of persons subject to nervous twitchings 
and St. Vitus' dance, with spinal irritation, feeling of great 
uneasiness and weakness down the spine, especially in those 
unusually subject to frost-bites, and suffering with derange- 
ment, or enlargement of the liver. 

In the headaches of those who become delirious whenever 
they are feverish or in pain, attended with twitchings, start- 
ings, grimaces, and a state resembling pleasant intoxication. 
(See Bellad., Stramon., &c.) 
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In the headaches of persons suffering with softening of the 
brain, or spinal marrow. (See Nux, and Iodide of Baryta.) 

ARNICA MONTANA. 

Against headaches arising from mechanical injuries ; those 
of persons subject or liable to apoplexy ; and of women dur- 
ing the change of life. 

Against headaches similar to those relieved by Nux, Ignat., 
Strychnine, the Magnet, and the alternate use of electrical 
remedies, such as Zinc and Cuprum, Zinc and Argentum, 
Zinc and Platina, especially when there is heat and burning 
in the head, with coolness of the rest of the body, pain over 
the eyes and temples, with feeling as if the integuments of 
the forehead were spasmodically contracted. 

Against aching with lancinating and tearing in the left 
half of the head, left temple, or left frontal protuberance. 

In headaches attended with a feeling of formication or 
creeping in the limbs, with prickling, piercing sensations 
somewhat similar to slight electric shocks, and a peculiar feel- 
ing of coolness over the body, followed by perspiration which 
sometimes assumes a reddish hue upon the chest, with scanty 
urine, and great increase of pain from walking about. 

ARSENICUM ALBUM. 

Against the headaches of persons inclined to dropsy, 
or bloating of the face or feet, with scanty and albu- 
minous urine, especially if the eyelids be red, swollen and 
itchy, the tongue white as if rubbed over with chalk or 
covered with cream, although the appetite may be ravenous, 
and tendency to diarrhoea be present. (See Merc. Corrosiv., 
Camph., and Apis Mell.) 

Also when the face is pale and sunken, with blue cir- 
cles about the eyes and blueness of the lips, dingy ap- 
pearance of the skin, tendency to boils and eruptions. (See 
Carb. an. and Hepar s.) 

In the headaches of those subject to catarrh of the head, short 
dry cough, and tightness of the chest. (See Aeon, and Antim.) 
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In the headaches of persons with irritable bowels and sub- 
ject to frequent diarrhoea ; or with sub-inflammatory irritation 
of the uterus or ovaries, and having a pale or bloated, cachectic, 
suffering or dyscratic appearance. 

In regularly intermitting or periodical headaches, affecting 
the forehead and right side of the head. (See China.) 

CASE 128.— A lady had suffered for two years with neu- 
ralgic headache, and under allopathic treatment had been 
bled, leeched, blistered, used opium and had the actual 
cautery applied three times before she was relieved. The 
attacks commenced at 7 a.m. and lasted until 2 p.m., and were 
so severe that the patient was obliged to give up and lie down ; 
she wept and screamed from the severity of the pain. 

Treatment. — China was given without relief; four globules 
of Arsen. produced relief in one hour, the next day she was 
much better, and on the third day she was well. — Bibliotheque 
Horn., vol. 3, p. 133. — Dr. Convers. — Beauvais Clinique, 
vol. 2, p. 23. 

CASE 129. — A gentleman had suffered for two months 
with violent migraine, commencing every morning at 8 o'clock 
and lasting till 1 p.m. 

Symptoms. — Severe pains, cutting and lancinating in the 
left temple and forehead ; they soon became so violent that 
he wept and despaired like a child ; the left eye became 
sensitive to light, red and tearful ; a corrosive fluid ran from 
the left nostril during the paroxysms ; during the interval of 
relief he had loss of appetite, debility and great sensitiveness 
to the fresh air. 

Treatment. — He had been leeched and blistered without 
relief, also had taken anti-spasmodics and anti-arthritic reme- 
dies. China 3, and Bellad. 12, were given without much 
benefit ; Arsenic. 30, was followed by suppuration in the 
nostril, discharge of a hard polypus, and entire cure in five 
weeks. — Ibid., vol. 1, p. 569. — Dr. Hermann. 

CASE 130.— A maiden, aged 15, suffered with pain in the 
left forehead and temple, so severe that she wept and whim- 
pered, and could not bear to be touched. Near the left temple 
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there was a small, round, brownish red spot, with a black 
point in the centre, painful to the touch. 

Treatment. — Arsen. 30, three doses per day, cured the head- 
ache ; but chills and spasms of the arms and legs, which set in 
afterwards, were removed by Ignat. 12. — Attomtr., vol. 1, 
page 474. 

ASARUM EUROPIUM. 

Against headaches which come on just before or after 
menstruation, with painful weight, tightness and dulness of the 
head, and throbbing in the occiput. (See Pulsat., Sabina, 
Crocus.) 

ARUM MACULATUM. 

In dyspeptic headaches, or those connected with debility 
of the stomach. 

AURUM MURIATICUM. 

In the most violent congestive headaches, which will not 
yield to Aeon., Bell., Stramon., or Phosphor., attended with 
great redness of the face, hard throbbing of the carotid and 
temporal arteries, great rushing and roaring in the ears, 
especially when owing to sudden suppression of piles, or 
of the menses, and when the attacks are apt to pass off with 
the feeling as if all the blood in the head rushed down into 
the legs. 

It is the great rival of Mercurius in the treatment of head- 
aches connected with disease of the periosteum, or bones of 
the nose, ears and skull, arising from secondary syphilis, 
although Hydriodate of Potash and Mezereum will often be 
required in alternation with it. 

In headaches arising from such derangements of the stomach 
as are always followed by nettle-rash, especially when there 
is a chronic tendency to congestion of the head, with great 
despondency. 

In headaches which commence in the morning, last all day, 
and are increased to an extreme degree of violence by reflect- 
ing, reading, talking, or writing. Headaches of literary per- 
sons, especially when their urine is rather profuse, thick, and 
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has a peculiarly offensive smell, while the perspiration is 
copious and peculiar in its odor. (See Nux and Agar.) 

BELLADONNA. 

In headaches which always commence in the afternoon or 
evening • being dull and heavy, affecting the forehead in par- 
ticular, attended with active delirium, dilatation of the pupils, 
partial blindness, and ceasing suddenly on the occurence 
of a profuse flow of limpid urine. In headache from 
diabetes. 

In the headaches of persons affected with active febrile, or 
florid scrofula, and having unusually large pupils ; especially 
if there be great irritability of the uterine system. (See 
Baryta and Stramon.) 

Against headaches which always commence about, or in 
one or the other eye, attended with great disturbance of 
vision, and excessive dilatation of the pupils, beiDg seated in 
the retina, optic nerve, or ophthalmic branch of the fifth 
pair. (See Stramon., Pulsat.) 

Some remedies are peculiarly suited to headaches which 
attack one small spot, as if a nail were driven into the brain, 
or as if a small part were festered or ulcerated ; Bell., on the 
contrary is most suited for headaches extending over large 
surfaces of the brain. JSTux vom. is most indicated when the 
pupils are contracted, and the various sphincters in a state of 
spasm, the headaches commencing early in the morning and 
subsiding towards evening ; Bellad. is most suitable against 
the exact reverse of all this, although in cases 9, 12, and 15 
cured by Bellad. the pains commenced and were most severe 
in the morning. It is perhaps most useful against headaches 
affecting the right side, especially when the face of the patient 
has a mottled appearance, from the presence of large red 
spots. 

CASE 131.— A lady, aged 36, had suffered for several 
years with periodical headache, especially at the time of 
menstruation; she had been treated without success by a 
number of physicians. 
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Symptoms. — Severe pain in the head, with great heat and 
redness of face, burning heat and throbbing in the head, 
followed by delirium. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 30, caused relief in six hours, and 
although she continued to have periodical attacks, they were 
much less severe. — Beauvais' Clinique, vol. 1, p. 514. — Dr. 
Hermann. 

CASE 132. — A pregnant lady, aged 35, had suffered for 
four days with headache, concentrated especially in the bones 
and skin of the left side of the forehead ; the pains occurred 
in paroxysms, which were at times exceedingly severe ; they 
were drawing, jerking and rending in their character, and the 
skin and hair of the affected part became very sensitive ; there 
were noises in the left ear, almost entire loss of hearing ; mist 
before the left eye ; the upper lid was sunken, as if paralyzed ; 
the white of the eye was reddened ; there was loss of smell 
and taste ; also cough, with some expectoration of blood, 
tickling in the larynx, and pain in the chest ; the throat was 
red, painful and swollen ; the left arm was numb ; there was 
no fever. 

Treatment. — Four doses of Bellad. 2, effected a cure. — 
Attomyr's Primordien, vol. 1, p. 451. 

CASE 133. — A student, aged 23, had suffered from his 
eighth year with headache, which had ceased for awhile, 
when he was suffering with fever and ague, but had returned 
again. 

Symptoms. — He generally had pain in a small spot, on the 
left side of the forehead, on the evening before an attack of 
headache ; early the next morning the headache set in, and 
the above mentioned spot became raised and red ; occasionally 
the attacks affected the right side. During the early part of 
the night he had unusual wakefulness, and only fell asleep 
towards 5 o'clock in the morning. 

Treatment. — He was cured by Bell. 3, one dose night and 
morning. — Attomyr, ibid. — Dr. Gross. 

CASE 134. — A lady, aged 36, had suffered for two years, 
with pain commencing over the forehead, extending down the 
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right side towards the nose and jaw, and into the neck ; the 
pain was drawing, throbbing and rending ; it generally com- 
menced at 4 a.m., and lasted for half or one hour, and was 
attended with itching in the eyelids, some swelling of the 
affected side of the face, with aching and pinching pain in the 
ear, and with perspiration. At times spots came out on 
the face. 

Treatment.— Bellad. 30, effected a perfect cure.— Attomyr, 
ibid. — Dr. Kiksch. 

BRYONIA ALBA. 

Bellad. and other remedies are indicated when the head is 
heavy from great fulness of blood ; Bryonia is the best remedy 
against heaviness of the head from single debility, or loss of 
energy in the brain, similar to that heaviness which is felt in 
an arm or leg that is wearied ; just as a debilitated stomach 
will feel the least weight put in it, or the bowels feel heavy 
from their own weight, will a weakened brain rest heavily 
against the skull. It is most indicated in severe headache, 
the brain feeling very heavy, as if it would incline to all sides 
of the skull, with pressure in the brain from within outwards, 
and great desire to lie' down. Headache when stooping as if 
all the contents of the skull would fall out of the forehead ; 
giddiness, and weight in the head. 

Also against morning- headaches from debility of the brain 
and nervous system. In this form, the patient wakes unre- 
freshed from sleep, is languid and weary, but not very drowsy, 
scarcely able to dress himself, or to exert himself sufficiently 
to get his breakfast ; shortly after this meal, however, he 
becomes revived and active. Bryonia is indicated when the 
patient's head aches, and he feels gloomy in the morning, as if 
he had over-exerted himself; with gloomy compression in the 
forehead, over the eyes ; compressive pain early in the morn- 
ing, with heaviness, intermingled with stitches so violent that 
the patient can scarcely open his eyes. Headache early in 
the morning, on waking, in the occiput, extending as far as 
the shoulders, resembling a weight pressing on a sore spot. 
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Tearing and drawing pain in the cheek and jaw-bones, early in 
the morning, just after rising. Beating and heat in the head, 
early in the morning. Headaches which set in principally in 
the morning, on waking • and those which are aggravated by 
walking in the open air. (See Nux.) 

Also against rheumatic headaches, when the disorder is 
seated, not so much in the fibrous as in the true muscular 
tissue, involving the nerves and bloodvessels which preside 
over the nutrition of the muscles, rather than their mo- 
tions; while ]STux and Ignatia are more indicated when 
the motor nerves are principally involved. Bryonia is also 
useful in nervo-neuralgic and rheumatic headaches, in which 
the pains spread to the frontal and temporal branches of the 
trifacial nerve, and to the temporal and maxillary twigs of the 
superior facial nerve ; also when the pains extend to the mus- 
cles of the face, neck or arms ; and are much increased by 
every motion of these parts. When the paroxysms arise in 
rheumatic weather, in cold, raw, and wet seasons, and are 
attended with pains or swelling of the joints. 

CASE 135. — Bryon. 9, relieved : vertigo in the morning, 
throbbing in the head, especially after walking, or being over- 
heated; pain in the teeth and dryness of the throat after 
swallowing cold food, or drink ; constipation ; occasional pain 
and tension in the right side. — Beauvais' Clinique, vol. 1, 
p. 563. — Dr. Rvckert. 

CALCAREA CARBONICA. 

It is principally used in chronic and obstinate headaches, 
•attended with great sluggishness and some drowsiness, oc- 
curring in torpid, scrofulous persons, with a pale and 
rather fair complexion, and a marked predisposition towards 
corpulency. 

Against headaches which instead of being relieved by a 
walk or drive in the open air, are very much aggravated 
by it. In chronic morning headaches, somewhat resembling 
the stupid headache of Dr. Good. In those attended with 
coldness of the head in spots, and large dull red blotches upon 
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the cheeks; and in females with profuse and frequent flow of 
the menses, tendency to sour stomach and canker sore mouth. 

CAMPHOR. 

In sudden and acute headaches from excessive fatigue 
or debility, especially when attended with throbbing in 
the back of the head; it is supposed to exert a specific 
action upon the cerebellum and medulla oblongata. 

In headaches from suppressed perspiration, or those at- 
tended with warmth of the skin, hot perspiration, congestion 
to the head, redness of the face, sparkling of the eyes, feel- 
ing of intoxication, noises in the ears, great anxiety about the 
heart, chest, and pit of the stomach, and with nausea and 
vomiting. 

In apoplectic headaches, with wandering of the mind, 
sleepiness, even soporose sleep, with coldness of the skin, 
paleness of the face, stertorous respiration, twitching, &c. 

CAKBO ANIMALIS. 

This remedy, or animal carbon, is closely allied in its 
action to Carbo vegetabilis, or vegetable carbon ; to Graphites, or 
mineral carbon ; and to Sepia, or fish carbon. A careful 
study of these four remedies in connection with each other 
will lead to a better application of each of them to the 
diseases in which they are severally indicated. 

It should be remembered in the headaches of some dyscratic 
subjects, as Wurra regards it as the best remedy to improve 
the blood, especially in cancerous and bilious subjects, and 
those with indurations and swellings of glandular organs, 
especially if they are also subject to boils, or copper-colored 
exanthems. (See Conium.) 

In headaches arising from enlarged j>arotid, or cervical 
glands pressing upon the bloodvessels of the neck ; and in 
women who suffer with enlargement of the ovaries. (See 
Graphit. and Staphysag. 

But more especially in dyspeptic headaches, when the 
patient is incommoded by everything he eats, when the 
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occiput and left side of the head are most affected, the 
left side of the scalp is sore to the touch, and the pains 
are decidedly lancinating, and cutting. It is well known that 
shooting or lancinating pains, and sharp, darting and pricking 
pains, are chiefly met with in neuralgia and rheumatism, when 
owing to some acrid humor in the blood, and in cancer ; these 
pains either follow the course of the nerves, or the fibres of 
the muscular or fibrous parts affected. 

CAKBO VEGETABILIS. 

Especially in headaches connected with indigestion and 
great flatulence ; some persons find prompt relief from the 
most violent headaches by taking an ordinary dose of char- 
coal. Sandras knew of a case of headache, attended with 
profuse accumulation of wind in the stomach, always relieved 
by exposing the epigastrium to the cool fresh air, aided by 
gentle frictions to expel the gas. Against headache connected 
with obstinate and chronic fever and ague, of years' standing. 

CASE 136. — J. K., aged 32, corpulent, sanguine and 
swarthy, had been in poor health for some time, and consulted 
several physicians without relief. 

Symptoms. — Painful throbbing from the nape up into the 
head, commencing before noon with stiffness in the nape, and 
cold sweat ; becoming worse after mid-day, especially after 
eating, but the pain gradually ceased if he would lie down. 
He had noises in the ears, dimness before the eyes, slight 
constipation, smarting pain in the urethra before urinating ; 
rheumatic pains in the muscles of the abdomen, coldness of 
the knees, fetid sweat of the feet, and frequent crops of boils. 

Treatment. — Carb. veg. 18 ; in two months he was almost 
well. — Beauvais, vol. 2, p. 22. — Dr. Tietze. 

CAPSICUM ANNUUM. 

Against headaches connected with neuralgia, or with 
derangement of the stomach, such as a chronic mucous state, 
with heartburn, flatulence, flatulent colic, cramps of the 
stomach, diarrhoea and haemarrhoids, especially when occur- 
ring in persons long afflicted with chronic gonorrhoea. 
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CAUSTICUM. 

In the chronic headaches of scrofulous and weakly persons, 
who have become still more debilitated by long continued 
grief; when attended with nausea, irregular appetite, chronic 
constipation, menstrual irregularity, and pain in the back, 
provided the headaches are most frequent and severe at night, 
and attended with pains in the limbs. We have already seen 
that the chronic dyscratic headaches most readily relieved by 
Calcarea, are such as are most frequent and severe in the 
morning. 

CASE 137. — A boy, aged 12, after the suppression of itch, 
was attacked with St. Vitus' dance, from which he was relieved 
in a month under allopathic treatment, but left with : shooting 
pains in the forehead, drawing pain in the right arm and 
elbow, painful tension in the knee, and vertigo. 

Treatment. — Three doses of Sulphur and two of Causticum 
cured him entirely in six weeks. — Beauvais, vol. 1, p. 572. — 
Dr. Hartlaub. 

matricaria chamomilla. 

It is best suited as a palliative remedy against the sudden 
and acute headaches of hysterical subjects, especially when 
attended with bilious derangement, bitter taste in the mouth, 
stitches in the region of the liver, a peculiar feeling of anxiety, 
nausea, vomiting and bilious diarrhoea, with more or less fla- 
tulence, and menstrual derangement, viz., menstrual colic 
with frequent discharge of coagulse. 

CHINA (CINCHONA). 

It causes active congestion of the head ; as it increases 
the whole quantity of the blood and favors an unusual 
flow of it to the head more than any other remedy, except 
Iron ; it is easy to understand how it may relieve passive 
stagnations of blood in the head, and those headaches depen- 
dent upon a deficiency of blood in the whole system, owing 
to excessive bloodletting, haemorrhages, or great loss of any of 
the fluids of the body. 
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It is most homoeopathic to headaches attended with great 
restlessness, much chilliness, trembling of the limbs, noises in 
the ears, some deafness, decided hunger, constipation, frequent 
pulse, heat of skin, and redness of the lace. 

CASE 138. — A robust and very active pastor, had suffered 
for several years with an affection of the head, so violent that 
he had lost all his former activity; there seemed to him to be 
a place in his occiput as large as a closed fist, over which the 
skin was as sore to touch, as if an abscess were beneath ; 
and what was most remarkable, the roots of the hair there 
were sensitive to the slightest touch, while they would bear 
hard pressure without pain. He also had pain and stiffness 
in his loins, so that he was obliged to walk bent over, and 
could only straighten himself with difficulty. 

Treatment. — Tinct. China, in drop doses, removed the head- 
difficulty in thirty hours ; Bryon. 3, cured the pain in the loins 
in two days more. — Beauvais, vol. 1, p. 550. — Dr. Bethman. 

CASE 139. — Madam D., subject at all times to headache, 
was seized in her forty-eighth year, after an extraordinarily 
copious flow of the menses, with pain in the head, sickness, 
inclination to vomit, chills, coldness of the feet, and great 
debility. 

Treatment. — China being indicated, ^th of a grain doses of 
quinine were given every two hours ; in half an hour after the 
first dose, relief commenced, and progressed so rapidly that 
by the time she had taken six doses, she was restored to 
health and strength. — Beauvais, vol. 1, p. 511. — Dr. Gross. 

COCCULUS INDICUS. 

It is serviceable against the headaches which follow a 
sudden suppression of the menses ; those with excessive 
dizziness ; with an unusual degree of nausea, vomiting and 
irritability of the stomach. 

In headaches peculiarly marked by a feeling of empti- 
ness and hollowness of the head ; just the opposite of China, 
Bellad., and other remedies, which cause a feeling of great 
fulness, or distension. 

8 
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It is a main remedy against some forms of dyspeptic 
headache, viz., when there is a bitter, salt, coppery, slimy 
or bad taste in the mouth ; want of appetite, disgust for 
food, even for the smell of it ; excessive nausea, with great 
dizziness, and tendency to fainting. 

CASE 140. — A lady, aged 28, suffered with frequent pains 
in the forehead, accompanied with vomiting of bile and pres- 
sure in the stomach, as if from a stone ; pain in the region of 
the liver, which became acute when she stooped ; constipation, 
with scanty, painful and hard stools ; painful menstruation, 
lasting from eight to ten days, with flow of grumous blood ; 
followed by piles, great debility, sweats, and disturbed sleep. 
Treatment. — Two doses of Cocculus 18, at intervals of eight 
days, cured her entirely. — Beauvais, vol. 2, page 14. — Dr. 
Schroen. 
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In headaches which are very apt to pass off with diarrhoea, 
Heckenberger noticed, when one drop of Tinct. Coloc. was 
given every morning, fasting, for several weeks, that thin, 
mush-like, and brownish stools would always follow. 

Headaches connected with bilious derangement, profuse 
menstruation, and frequent and violent colics ; especially when 
the pains are most severe in the left side of the head, fore- 
head, left eye and upper teeth, occasionally extending to the 
left shoulder, followed by soreness of the left side of the scalp. 
In some respects this form of headache resembles that for which 
Carbo-animalis is most suitable ; in obstinate cases, Carbo-an. 
may be given as a chronic remedy during the intervals 
of relief, to break up the tendency to the attacks ; while 
Colocynth can be used to produce relief in severe and acute 
paroxysms. In such cases, China may also be required. 

CREOSOTE. 

It has been advised in headaches attended with excessive 
irritability of the stomach, severe nausea and vomiting, 
although Acid. Hydrocyan. may be required, or the Magnet. 
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In headaches attended with profuse menstruation, chronic 
inflammation of the labia and vagina, ulceration of the 
os uteri, with whitish, yellow, serous or bloody leucorrhcea. 

CROCUS. 

Headaches of women during the change of life ; those 
which follow obstinate and fatiguing bleeding of the nose; 
or profuse, and too frequent menstruation. 

In violent headaches which last three or four days at a 
time, the pains being most frequent and severe on the left 
side, attended with great drowsiness, confusion of the head, 
feeling of intoxication, and dimness of vision. 

GLONOINE. 

This powerful remedy was introduced into practice by the 
veteran Dr. Hering, to whose zeal and industry the Materia 
Medica owes so many contributions, both elaborate and 
fragmentary. Dr. Ymal has reported two cases of cure, of 
headache ; and Dr. J. Redman Coxe, four cases, with it. 

Sobrero says, a minute quantity of Glonoine held upon 
the tongue produces a very violent headache for several hours. 
It evidently exerts a peculiar and decided action upon the 
head, and will prove homoeopathic in certain forms of head- 
ache, especially in the highly congestive variety, when there 
is a feeling of great heaviness and weight in the brain, rush 
of blood, beating and throbbing, sense of soreness and swelling 
of the head ; particularly when the symptoms are most severe 
at night. 

CASE 141.— Mrs. E. T. C. had complained for several 
weeks with: throbbing headache, dizziness, with flushes of 
heat to the head and face, and feeling of soreness internally 
when moving it. 

Treatment. — She had taken various homoeopathic remedies 
without relief; then took Glonoine 9, two powders, with 
relief in half an hour after the first dose, and no return of the 
disease for six weeks, at last account. — Brit. Jour, of Horn., 
vol. 7, p. 421. — Dr. Yinal. 

CASE 142. — Miss Ann R. had suffered for several weeks 
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with pulsating headache, and soreness on moving the head, 
with dizziness and vertigo after stooping. 

Treatment— She had been treated homoeopathically for 
some weeks, without permanent benefit, when she finally took 
Glonoine 6, four powders, one night and morning ; she was 
relieved rapidly, and had no return of the disorder for a 
month, at last account. — Ibid. 

CASE 143.— Mrs. M. J. C, aged 35, of bilious, sanguine 
temperament, had suffered since her fifteenth year, with 
repeated attacks of congestion to the head ; had been treated 
allopathically for five years without benefit ; then was almost 
cured by eight months homoeopathic treatment, so that she 
had no attacks for several years ; and for seven years more, 
had only slight paroxysms, which readily yielded to Aeon. 9, 
and Bellad. 12. In 1848, she had two violent attacks; in 
1849, prior to June, she had endured three violent paroxysms, 
all of which yielded, but not very readily, to Aeon., and Bell. 
On June 26th, 1849, she was attacked with the most violent 
seizure she had ever experienced. 

Symptoms. — Her face was nearly purple ; the heat of her 
forehead, and vertex exceedingly great ; her eyes blood-shot 
and protruding, and the pain in her head most excruciating ; 
her brain felt twice as heavy, and much larger than usual ; 
she became perfectly delirious, knew no one, and repulsed her 
husband and children ; screamed violently, wished to escape 
from the house, &c. 

Treatment. — Glonoine 3, two pellets ; followed by a violent 
aggravation in five minutes, and an equally rapid improve- 
ment in five minutes more, so that in ten minutes after the 
first dose, she was almost well ; her head and face were cool, 
pain gone, and she had no return of the disorder for five 
months, when a slight attack yielded readily to Glonoine 3. 
— Am. Jour, of Horn., vol. 6, p. 76. — Dr. J. E. Coxe, Jr. 

CASE 144.— Deborah Gray, aged 40, a colored cook, had 
been subject to violent headaches and congestions to the head, 
every twelve or fifteen days for many years, and from which 
she was never relieved in less than twenty-four hours. 
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Symptoms. — Headache and vertigo so severe that she was 
obliged to hold her head with her hands ; eyes very painful 
and bloodshot ; face and head very hot ; she moaned much, 
complained that her brain was being forced out of her fore- 
head, and that it seemed too large. 

Treatment.— Glonomz 3, one pellet; followed by evident 
aggravation in six minutes, and entire relief in ten minutes ; 
she had no attack for fourteen weeks after, when a slight 
attack was relieved in fifteen minutes, by one teaspoonful of 
Glonoine 6, two pellets, solved in four ounces of water. — Ibid. 

CASE 145.— Miss S. A. C, aged 8 years, of bilious, nervous 
and choleric temperament, had been subject to bleeding of 
the nose, pain and fulness in the head with vertigo, and slight 
palpitation, three or four times a year for several years, when 
she was suddenly attacked with violent headache, great heat 
and flushing of the face, bloodshot state of the eyes, and full, 
quick pulse. 

Treatment— Glonoine 9, one pellet, without any effect; 
she then recovered in six hours under the use of Aeon, and 
Bellad. Three weeks after, for a similar attack, she took 
Glonoine 12, two pellets ; followed by an aggravation in seven 
minutes, and a cure in twelve. — Ibid. 

CASE 146.— Master L. S., aged 12 years, of bilious, nervous 
and slightly lymphatic temperament, after being over-heated, 
was seized with violent headache ; his face was flushed, head 
hot, pulse 106, full and strong ; he had violent beating of the 
arteries of the head, congestion and protrusion of the eyes, 
feeling as if his head was larger than usual, and as if his eyes 
were being pushed out, so that he could not sit upright, and 
was obliged to keep his hand pressed upon his forehead. 

Treatment. — Glonoine 12, one pellet ; followed by a very 
slight aggravation for eight minutes, and entire recovery in 
seventeen. — Ibid. 

CASE 147.— Mr. B. M. S., aged 32, of large stature, and 
bilious sanguine temperament, after taking a violent cold, was 
seized with severe headache. 

Symptoms. — Severe pain in head ; face much flushed, and 
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very hot ; whole head extremely hot ; eyes very much blood- 
shot, and with a rather wild expression -trembling of the legs 
and knees ; slight quivering of the hands and wrists. 

Treatment.— Glonoine 9, two pellets ; followed by a slight 
aggravation in nine minutes, and perfect recovery in twenty- 
six. — Ibid. — Dr. J. R. Coxe. 

GRATIOLA OFFICINALIS. 

In headaches attended with a peculiar biting-burning in 
the face and other parts, great languor in the arms and legs, 
often followed by an equally peculiar coldness in, and on the 
head, and in the stomach and bowels. 

In the headaches which attend jaundice, bilious diarrhoea 
or dysentery, with yellow, yellowish green and bilious stools, 
discharge of brown, fetid and acrid mucus, with great smart- 
ing and burning in the rectum. 

HEPAR SULPHURIS. 

Especially in those headaches which commence early in 
the morning, as soon as one wakes, and are relieved by 
exposure to the open air. The Calcarea-headaches are also 
morning-headaches, but they are very much aggravated by the 
fresh air. Hepar is used even more frequently than Carbo-an. in 
headaches arising from an unhealthy state of the system 
marked by the frequent occurrence of pimples, boils, felons, 
glandular indurations and suppurations. 

IGNATIA AMARA. 

In the headaches of those who are a prey to long con- 
tinued and deep-seated grief; although Arsenicum, Aurum, 
or Causticum may be required in alternation. 

In beating pains in the left side of the occiput, and 
esj^ecially against those which are most severe over the root 
of the nose. 

LACHESIS. 

From Hering's experiments it seems most suited to op- 
pressive headaches, attended with nausea and giddiness ; 
those brought on by slight exposure to the sun, soon becom- 
ing violent and throbbing, with nausea, vomiting of green 
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bile, bad taste in the mouth, loss of appetite, flatulence, ex- 
cessive restlessness, &c. In headaches which last three days, 
become severe and congestive, with great drowsiness. In 
violent beating and throbbing headaches just before the 
menses set in, with nausea, bad taste in the mouth, heart- 
burn, and scanty menstruation. 

LYCOPODIUM. 

CASE 148. — A lady, aged 50, had suffered for a long time 
with painful and violent pressure on the left side of the top of 
the head, attended with redness of the face, heat, agitation, 
loss of sleep, aching and cramps in the stomach, periodical 
vomiting, and constipation. 

Treatment. — She had been treated allopathically in vain ; 
Lycopod. 30, followed in twenty-one days by Kux 30, cured 
her entirely in three months. — Beauvais, vol. 1, p. 574. — 
Dr. Kramer. 

mercurius. 

Especially in simple, recurring, and bilious headaches, 
arising frequently from the slightest cold, and being deci- 
dedly most severe at night. 

In pains about the head connected with irritation of the 
fibrous tissues, although Iod. pot., and Aurum, or Natrum m. 
may often be required in alternation. 

Against rending and tearing pains, and especially against 
burning on the top of the head. 

MAGNESIA CARBONICA. 

CASE 149. — A lady, aged 23, had suffered for several 
years with an affection of the head, marked by shooting pains 
in the temples and forehead, coming on every morning, but 
ceasing after mid-day. These pains were particularly violent 
during the period of menstruation ; then they forced her to lie 
down, and were attended with vomiting. Her menses were 
always scanty ; she was constipated ; and had a feeling of 
anxiety, and palpitation of the heart almost every evening, 
after lying down. 
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Treatment. — She took Magnes. carb. 30 ; her menses set in 
sooner than usual, were more copious, and not attended with 
headache or vomiting ; followed by frequent bleedings of the 
nose, with relief from oppression of the chest; her stools 
became regular. Very slight returns of headache, &c, were 
removed by Lycopod. 30. — Beauvais, vol. 1, p. 553. — Dk. 
Hartlaub. 

natrum muriaticfm. 

In headaches connected with obstinate and protracted 
chlorosis ; defective nutrition ; dingy, flaccid, torpid skin ; with 
much nausea and tendency to fainting. Ferr., Calc. or Plum- 
bum may also be required. 

In daily headaches persisting for 20 days, relieved in the 
open air, but increased by exercise. (See Hepar and Calc.) 

Throbbing headaches every morning, especially during 
menstruation, commencing in the nape and back of the head, 
extending to the forehead, followed by eructations, nausea, 
vertigo, and dimness of vision. 

NXTX VOMICA. 

For the fullest information, and a most admirable resume of 
the action of this, and many other remedies, see Noack and 
Trink's remarks, reported in Jahr's New Manual, or Symp- 
tomen-Codex, translated by Chas. J. Hempel, M.D. 

CASE 150. — M. R., a teacher, had suffered for a long time 
with severe pain in the head, frequent eructations, with incli- 
nation to vomit, and actual vomiting, sometimes of mucus, at 
others of food, followed by more or less relief; his pains were 
most violent in the morning, aggravated by smoking, and his 
appetite was often poor. 

Treatment. — ISFux 24, relieved him entirely. — Beauvais, 
vol. 1, p. 552. — Dr. Jungiiansel. 

CASE 151. — J. D., aged 52, a thick-set, healthy working 
man was attacked suddenly, without known cause, with pain 
on the left side of the head, attended with drawing and shoot- 
ings ; it returned every day at a certain hour, became more and 
more violent, especially after dinner, and then lasted for about 
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three hours ; during the paroxysms he had an entire loss of 
appetite, became feverish, with a quick and hard pulse, red- 
ness of the skin, and was obliged to lie down ; towards the end 
of the attack he perspired a little ; he had a bitter taste in his 
mouth, but little appetite, no thirst ; his stools were regular 
and urine normal. He had already been sick for ten days, 
and was becoming irritable. 

Treatment. — ISTux 24, one drop ; the next paroxysm was 
lighter ; ths second very slight ; and he had no subsequent 
attack for at least six months. — Beauvais, vol. 1, p. 568. 

CASE 152. — A lady, past the critical age, had suffered for 
twenty years with severe headache, which changed its locality 
frequently ; it consisted in drawing and cutting pains, more or 
less intense, with throbbing and aching in the temples ; it often 
commenced in the back of the head, then suddenly spread to 
the whole head, attended with pain in the eyes ; her head was 
hot ; urine pale and spasmodic, rarely of a natural color, but 
often slightly red during the attacks. The paroxysms were 
most severe when the weather was cold and wet, and most 
frequent in winter ; her hair was becoming gray, and fell out 
in abundance after each attack. 

Treatment. — One dose of Nux every six hours, followed by 
some relief; then other remedies were used without benefit, 
until Nux was again administered ; when Nux was omitted 
again, the attacks became more frequent and severe ; when it 
was resumed every two hours, relief again followed, and lasted 
for two months. — Beauvais, vol. 2, p. 30. — Dr. Schhid. 

opium. 
Has been fully treated of at page 66. 

PHOSPHORUS. 

Against obstinate tendency to congestion of the head, 
which resists Aeon., Bell, and Opium. 

Chronic irritation of the brain — and headache from the 
slightest vexation. 

Headache in the forehead over the eyes, for two days ia 
succession, lasting from morning until evening. 
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Headache every morning on awaking. 

Periodical jerking-throbbing headache over the root of the 
nose, for eight days in succession, always commencing about 
nine o'clock in the morning, and most violent about noon, 
when vomiting sets in. 

Headache as if the head would burst, so severe as to force 
one to cry out — lasting from 6 a. m., until evening. 

Headache in the forehead and over the left eye, every 
morning for twenty-one days in succession, waking one from 
sleep, and gradually ceasing after getting up and walking about. 

CASE 153. — Miss K., aged 24 years, had suffered from 
early youth with an affection of the head, marked by constant 
slight pain ; and by violent paroxysms several times a week, 
lasting for a day and night, especially if she had been exposed 
to a current of air ; in the severe attacks the pain became 
lancinating, commencing in the forehead, extending to the 
right temple and occiput ; her head became heavy, she was 
obliged to lie down ; the pain was increased by eating; she 
was not able to stoop, as her sight became confused, and the 
blood rushed to her head ; she had but little appetite in gene- 
ral, and often none at all ; her bowels were regular ; menses 
scanty, although they lasted eight days, during all of which 
time the sufferings in her head were much increased. 

Treatment. — Sepia 30, was given without effect ; Calc. c. 
30, with partial relief; but after taking Phosphor. 30, she was 
entirely cured. — Beauvais, vol 1, p. 566. — Dr. Hartlaub. 

PLATLNA. 

In headaches of females with an excitable vascular system, 
too frequent and copious menstruation ; especially when the 
pains increase in severity up to 10 o'clock at night, and are 
attended with great anguish, burning heat, bright redness of 
the face, and violent thirst, followed by perspiration. 

Pulsatilla. (See page 74.) 

CASE 154.— A young lady, aged 23, had suffered with 
headache for twelve days, after her second confinement. 
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Symptoms. — Extremely severe pain at intervals, every day, 
lasting from six to ten hours, attended with cutting pains in 
the top of the head, and burning in the eyes ; nausea soon set 
in, her mouth became dry and her face flushed ; she was 
obliged to keep the recumbent posture, and dared not make 
the slightest movement ; it seemed as if her head would burst ; 
her pains had increased in severity every day ; at first they 
had been relieved by tying a handkerchief around her head, 
but now, only the most violent pressure by a stout person, with 
both hands on her head, afforded her any comfort. 

Treatment. — She had been treated allopathically without 
benefit, for twelve days ; then one dose of Pulsat. was given ; 
the next day she only felt a little confusion and heaviness of 
the head, and on the second day she was well. — Beauvais' 
Clinique, vol. 1, p. 556. — Dr. Bethman. 

CASE 155. — A robust woman, aged 32, had suffered for 
several months with a disagreeable drawing and twitching 
pain in the left temple ; it ceased during the clay, but returned 
regularly every evening and deprived her of rest at night ; she 
had constant noises in the ears and head, both by day and 
night, both when at rest and when in motion, but more severe 
in the evening, and then attended with a sensation as if the 
left side of the vertex were lifted up, and off. This affection 
of the head, and especially the accompanying sleeplessness, had 
weakened her very much, and her memory in particular had 
suffered. She also had twitchings in the left ear, dimness of 
vision, and for six weeks had been annoyed by a discharge of 
acrid blood from the vagina ; her pulse was small ; her temper 
quiet and patient, but if she closed her eyes she fell into a 
state of mournful reverie. 

Treatment. — She had been bled without relief; then Pulsat. 
3, was given, and in the course of six days she was almost 
entirely well. A relapse, three weeks after, from taking cold, 
was cured in nine days by Rhus. — Beauvais, vol. 1, p. 551. — 

Dr. Bethman. 

rhus toxicodendron. 

In headaches which set in after every meal, from the least 
chagrin, or from exercise in the open air, lasting from 5 p. m. 
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till bed-time, commencing in the occiput and nape, and 
extending to the ears, nose, cheek-bones and teeth. Against 
a peculiarly severe degree of heaviness in the head. 

CASE 156.— Mrs. F., aged 37, always subject to headache, 
had suffered almost constantly for two months, with throbbing, 
aching, and tearing pains on the top of the head, and in the 
temples, often accompanied with general trembling of the 
body ; the pains were more severe in the morning, than in the 
evening ; menses regular ; general health good. 

Treatment. — Bryon. caused some relief, but Rhus cured her 
entirely in five weeks, after an aggravation lasting several 
days. — Beauvais, vol. 1, p. 573. 

CASE 157. — Mrs. E. suffered with incessant pains in the 
whole of the head, in the nape and shoulders, with excessive 
debility, and entire loss of sleep. 

Treatment. — She had been treated in vain by an able allo- 
path with anti-spasmodics, narcotics, vesicatories, &c. ; one 
dose of Rhus removed the pains in the head and nape, 
and restored her sleep ; several doses restored her to health. 
— Beauvais, vol. 2, p. 24. — Db. Peschier. 

SANGUENAKIA CANADENSIS. 

In sick-headaches with excessive vomiting, water-brash, 
vomiting of bitter substances ; in throbbing headaches with 
congestion to the head, noises in the ears and fever ; in head- 
aches attended with chills, nausea, rheumatic pains and stiff- 
ness in the nape and limbs, pain in the whole left side of the 
head, and in the left foot. 

SEPIA. 

(See page 78.) In the headaches which attend scanty or 
suppressed menstruation, watery, mucous, sanguineo-mucous, 
whitish and milk-like, yellowish or purulent, and greenish-red 
leucorrhcea, with induration of the neck of the uterus. (See 
Arsen., Creosote, Platina, and other remedies.) 

CASE 158. — Miss ST., aged 25, blond and thin, had suffered 
for five years with an affection of the head, which had become 
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especially severe during the last two. It commenced with 
aching in the left supraorbital region, so that she was obliged 
to press forcibly upon the eye with her hand ; she also had a 
feeling of dryness and roughness in the eye, and an indescri- 
bable pain in all the head. She had such an attack every 
week, but the approach of her menses, or any unusual emotion, 
rendered them very severe. She generally waked in the 
morning with pain, then had no appetite, and was obliged to 
keep her bed if the sufferings were severe ; the paroxysms 
lasted five or six days, were attended with inclination to 
vomit, and at times with sudden but transient vertigo, which 
almost caused her to fall to the ground. 

Treatment. — She took ten doses of Sepia 30, at intervals of 
ten or fourteen days, and although she had two severe attacks 
during the three months' treatment, she was then entirely 
relieved of her headaches. — Beauvais, vol. 2, p. 8. — Gries- 
selich. 

CASE 159. — Mrs. L., a delicate but healthy brunette, had 
suffered for several years with attacks of migraine, generally 
once a week or month, and lasting from twenty-four to thirty- 
six hours. The pain commenced in a small spot above the 
right or left eye, extended to the back of the head, where the 
scalp became very sore to the touch ; she was obliged to lie 
down and avoid the light, had inclination to vomit, and a bad 
taste in the mouth, as if from indigestion. She had had Tinea 
capitis in her youth, and had been subject to pimples on the 
face ; her menses were frequent and copious ; her sleep was 
light and disturbed ; she had a tendency to congestion to the 
head ; and the soles of her feet were inclined to burn. 

Treatment. — She took twelve doses of Sepia 30, at intervals 
of seven or ten days, and was entirely cured of her headaches 
in three months, although Sepia rather increased a leucorrhcea 
with which she had been annoyed for a long time. — Beauvais, 
vol. 2, p. 9. — Dr. Griesselich. 

CASE 160. — Miss J. C, aged 10, had suffered for a long time 
with attacks of headache, especially after active exercise, such as 
running or jumping ; the paroxysms came on at night, as often 
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as every two or three weeks ; they consisted of pain above one 
eye, attended with copious vomiting of mucus. 

Treatment.— Bellad. and Nux were given without much 
benefit, but three doses of Sepia 30, cured her entirely. The 
attacks at first became milder, and were not attended with 
vomiting, then ceased entirely. — Ibid., p. 10. 

CASE 161.— Mrs. P. K., aged 33, had suffered with head- 
ache since her youth, but more severely for the last six 
months ; the attacks came on every five or six weeks, always 
commencing in the morning as soon as she rose ; then the 
pain became more and more severe, unless she lay down, when 
it terminated in sleep ; she had a pressure and heaviness in 
the forehead, eyes and root of the nose, attended at times 
with beating in the head, extending occasionally as far as the 
occiput. For two days after an attack she was so feeble that 
she could scarcely rise. For the last six months the headaches 
had been attended with retching to vomit, always occurring 
about seven or eight o'clock in the evening. During the 
intervals of relief, she had confusion of the head with pressure 
upon the eyes, often attended with heat in and congestion to 
the head ; she had but little appetite, and drank but seldom ; 
had been constijmted from her youth ; her sleep was heavy, 
often with troubled dreams, and a paroxysm was generally 
preceded by a very deep sleep, and by very frightful dreams. 
Her menses were regular, but rather scanty, and she was often 
troubled with leucorrhcea. She was becoming inclined to 
melancholy ; and was rather subject to coughs. 

Treatment. — She took four doses of Sepia 30, one every 
eight days ; then two doses, one every fifteen days ; at the end 
of which time she seemed cured, as she had had no headache 
for two months, her general health was improved, and her 
spirits good. — Ibid., p. 11. 

CASE 162.— Mrs. K. E. K, aged 46, stout and strong, had 
been subject to attacks of headache every three months, ever 
since she became regular for the first time, but they were 
becoming more violent, and her physician had announced 
that he could not cure her. The attacks for the last year had 
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come on every month, at the menstrual period, two days 
before which she always felt a vague but very severe pain 
above the right eye ; her head became hot ; speaking, light, 
and noise augmented her pains, so that she was obliged to lie 
down in a room with closed doors and shutters ; she suffered 
night and day without cessation ; had sleeplessness and vertigo 
during the whole period of menstruation, after which the 
headache changed to a pain in the left temple attended with 
such acidity of the stomach, that it seemed as if she were 
under the influence of some corrosive poison, from which, 
however, she was soon relieved by vomiting. If the headache 
did not come on before, it was sure to set in during men- 
struation ; the attacks lasted about eight days, but occasionally 
left behind them a pain on the top of the head, as if it would 
be forced open, often extending to the occiput, and plunging 
her into despair. Her menses anticipated two days, and were 
very abundant, attended with urgency to urinate, and with 
diarrhoea ; at other times she was rather constipated ; she had 
had an attack of gout eighteen years before, of which traces 
were still present about her hands. 

Treatment. — Six doses of Nux 30, at intervals of five or six 
days, exerted no effect upon her head, although her menses 
became less copious, and her gouty hand improved ; then three 
doses of Sepia 30, at intervals of eight days, relieved her so 
much that she only felt some heaviness of the head at the 
next menstrual period ; two doses more of Sepia 30, at inter- 
vals of fifteen days, cured her entirely. — Ibid., p. 12. 

CASE 163. — A lady, vigorous and brunette, aged 30, had 
suffered with migraines ever since her youth, and before she 
became regular for the first time. For the last six or eight 
years they had become more frequent and severe, so that a 
day scarcely passed without some suffering, which, however, 
was most severe during menstruation. If she rode in a 
carriage, or looked at any object attentively for some time, 
she was sure to have an attack ; the paroxysms generally 
commenced in the morning; she was soon obliged to lie down, 
and if she could get asleep, she would wake up well ; incli- 
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nation to vomit and actual vomiting often set in ; the pain 
generally attacked one side of the head, although at times it 
settled in both temples ; menses, and general health normal. 

Treatment. — She had but one or two slight attacks after 
commencing the use of Sepia 30, one dose every five days. — 
Ibid., p. 13. 

CASE 164. — A servant girl, aged 19 years, had suffered 
for five years with headache, which had increased in violence 
during the last two ; formerly she had attacks only every 
week, now almost every day, especially in the afternoon or 
evening. 

Symptoms. — She had throbbing in the head, especially on 
stooping ; tearing and lancinating pains in the forehead and 
face, as if her head had been bruised, often so violent as to 
oblige her to lie down, when vomiting of bile relieved her for 
some time. Her menses were always scanty and infrequent, 
coming on only every five or six weeks ; her stools were also 
scanty, and took place only every second day. 

Treatment. — Pulsat. 12, relieved her head somewhat, and 
her menses became more free ; Nux 24, rendered her less 
costive ; and Sepia 30, restored her entirely to health, the cure 
lasting for at least two years, at last accounts. — Beauvais, 
vol. 2, p. 28. — Dr. Schull. 



SLLICEA. 



Li headaches attended, or followed by severe pain in the 
small of the back, with heaviness and uncomfortable feeling 
in all the limbs. 

Obstinate morning headaches, with chilliness and nausea. 

CASE 165.— Miss K, aged 26, had suffered for several 
years with a periodical affection of the head, the paroxysms 
of which lasted several entire weeks. Her former physician 
had declared her incurable. 

Symptoms. —She had lancinating and drawing pains, some- 
times commencing near one temple, at times in both, from 
whence they extended down into the bones of the face and 
lower jaw, where they generally attained their greatest inten- 
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sity. The pain became lancinating in the chin and extended 
to the teeth, which were in an imperfect state. The pains 
were present during the day, were often felt in the evening, 
and commonly awakened her after mid-night. Changes of 
air did not influence the pains in the head, but exposure to a 
current of air would. At times the localities of the pains 
were exceedingly sensitive to touch, at others pressure lessened 
them. She had long suffered with decayed teeth ; was other- 
wise healthy, and not subject to eruptions. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 30, produced no relief in two weeks ; 
then Silex 30, was followed by relief, more or less great for a 
fortnight ; in two weeks more, the pain ceased entirely and did 
not trouble her again for at least nine months, at last account. 
— Beauvais, vol. 1, p. 567. — Dr. Haetlaub. 

SPIGELIA MARILANDICA 

Is a main remedy in the headaches of very hysterical 
subjects with excitable circulation, subject to violent pain in 
the back of the head, vertigo, dimness of vision, dilated pupils, 
to the peculiar hysterical spasms of the eye-lids and face, and 
even to general convulsions. 

Headaches attended with fatiguing palpitations of the heart. 

STAPHYSAGEIA. 

CASE 166. — An elderly lady had suffered for a long time 
with violent headache ; she awoke in the morning without 
pain, but while engaged in dressing, washing, or brushing 
her teeth, throbbing and boring pains set in, in the forehead 
and part of the left temple ; they were increased by lying 
down again, but gradually became more supportable after 
sitting down quietly for some time ; the pains also diminished 
gradually in severity during the morning, and disappeared 
entirely during dinner, but recurred immediately afterwards, 
although in a moderated degree, and soon ceased entirely for 
the day, if the patient did not indulge in an afternoon nap. 

Treatment. — One dose of Staphysag. removed the disorder 
immediately and it did not occur again ; she soon could dress 
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with comfort, and indulge in her after dinner nap with impu- 
nity.— ^Egidl— Attomyr, p. 477. 

SULPIITJK. 

In the most obstinate and chronic rheumatic headaches, 
with tecwing pains. 

In chronic periodical headaches, occurring every other 
morning, at 8 or 9 o'clock and continuing till bed-time ; or 
every eight days, attended with tearing pains and stupefaction ; 
or violent headache on the top of the head, lasting for twelve 
hours, and recurring every morning like a periodical fever. 

Headaches followed by fetid perspirations. 

CASE 167. — A man who worked daily in brass and tin, 
and who also used paint and varnish occasionally, had suffered 
for several years with a kind of periodical headache. Every 
Sunday he experienced a pressure, aching and heaviness of 
the head, which lasted the whole day and was attended with 
lassitude, and loss of appetite. On the other six days, he felt 
nothing of the kind. 

Treatment. — Bryon. and Nux were given without benefit ; 
then one dose of Sulph. 3, every six weeks, cured him com- 
pletely. — Beauvais, vol. 1, p. 551. — Dr. Schuler. 

CASE 168. — Sciielling cured two cases of regularly inter- 
mitting llemicrania, in young persons, with Sulph. 8. One 
cure was effected in four days, the other in five. — Attomyr, 
page 477. 

CASE 169. — An excitable brunette, aged 30, had suffered 
for many years with a violent, periodical headache, always 
occurring simultaneously with the monthly period, and 
characterized by a raging and painful hammering in the 
forehead and left temple, which was very much increased by 
mental emotions, or exertion. She had great irritability of 
all the senses, pulsations in every part of the body, chilliness 
of the body with glowing hot face, occasional bleeding from 
the nose, far sightedness, and roaring in the left ear, when 
she lay upon it; her stools were hard and difficult; her hair 
fell out profusely ; she was irritable and inclined to anger. 
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Treatment. — Three doses of Sulph. 30, one dose every three 
days, followed after the lapse of four weeks by Sepia 30. She 
was entirely cured by this course of medication, and it seemed 
as if Sulph. was by far the most beneficial remedy. — Attomyr, 
p. 478.— Dk. Wurda. 

VERATRUM ALBUM. 

It acts upon the nerves of sensation as specifically as Nux v. 
does upon the nerves of motion ; and acts upon the cerebral 
nerves much less decidedly than upon the great sympathetic, 
and spinal nerves of sensation. Yeratrum and Yeratrine 
excite and arouse the nerves of sensation, Aconite stupefies or 
paralyzes them. 

On account of its specific action upon the abdominal organs 
and nerves and secondary action upon the head, it becomes a 
principal remedy in the true dyspeptic or siCK-headache. 

The indications for its use are numerous and important. It 
is useful in headaches attended with vomiting of green mucus ; 
in those with pain in the small of the back, colic, and desire 
to vomit ; in violent headache, attended with profuse flow of 
urine ; aching pain in one side of the head, with pain in the 
stomach ; severe headache, increased while the patient is 
walking, to such a degree that he staggers ; drawing pain in 
the head, and in the small of the back ; excessive headache, 
ceasing on the setting in of the menses. Headache with 
feeling as if the hairs were electrified, with tendency of them 
to stand on end. 

In nervous headaches and nervous conditions attended with 
electric sensations ; electric current in the nerves radiating in 
various directions ; sensation as if boiling water were running 
down the back; electric current shooting to the nervous 
plexuses of the abdomen, breast and heart ; pricking and 
tingling sensations in various parts, or burning and prickling 
sensations followed by electric emanations shooting in every 
direction ; feeling as if cold air were blowing on several parts 
of the body, followed or not by sensation as if hot drops were 
poured on the limbs. Intense feeling of pain extending over 



132 SYNOPSIS. 

the peripheral nerves, with drawing pains all along the spinal 
marrow, &c. 

In headaches attended with burning, or a peculiar feeling 
of coldness in the stomach ; with water-brash, disgust for food, 
nausea, colic and diarrhoea, irritation of the bladder, pains in 
the back, hips and knees, and increased flow of menses. 

Headache with constant sickness at the stomach, with 
spinal irritation, constant twitchings of the limbs, diarrhoea, 
increased secretion of bile. 

It cures headaches, and neuralgic pains which shoot to 
various parts, much more readily than it does fixed pains. 

I have succeeded in curing several most obstinate and 
distressing headaches with Tinct. Yerat., and with the 2d or 
3d dilution of Tinct. Yeratrine. 
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NOTICE. 



To obtain the most rapid yet thorough and practical knowledge of the contents of this 
volume : 

1st. Glance over the Preface and Introduction ; 

2d. Read carefully the remarks on the action of the different remedies against headache, 
in the Synopsis. 

3d. Head the General Remarks before, and the Reviews and Notes, after the cases given 
in the body of the work. 

4th. Look over the Cases both in the body of the work, and in the Synopsis. 

5th. Finally, make use of the General Review and Index. 



HOMEOPATHIC MEDICINES. 

Wm. Radde, 322 Broadway, New York, respectfully informs the Homoeopathic 
Physicians, and the friends of the System; that he is the sole Agent for the Leipzig 
Central Homoeopathic Pharmacy, and that he has always on hand a good assort- 
ment of the best Homoeopathic Medicines, in complete sets or by single vials, in 
Tinctures, Dilutions and Triturations; also, Pocket Cases of Medicines ; Phy- 
sicians' and Family Medicine Chests to Laurie's Domestic (60 to 82 Remedies) 
— EPP'S (60 Remedies)— HERING'S (60 Remedies to 102).— Small Pocket 
Cases at $3, with Family Guide and 27 Remedies— Cases containing 415 vials, 
with Tinctures and Triturations for Physicians.— Cases with 260 Vials of Tinc- 
tures and Triturations to Jahr's New Manual, or Symptomen-Codex.— Physicians' 
Pocket Cases, with 60 Vials of Tinctures and Triturations.— Cases from 200 to 
300 Vials, with low and high dilutions of medicated pellets. — Cases from 50 to 
80 Vials of low and high dilutions, &c, &c. Homoeopathic Chocolate. Refined 
Sugar of Milk, pure Globules, &c. Arnica Tincture, the best specific remedy for 
bruises, sprains, wounds, &c. Arnica Plaster, the best application for Corns. 
Urtica urens and Dr. Reisig's Homoeopathic Pain Extractor are the best specific 
remedies for Burns. Also, Books, Pamphlets, and Standard Works on the 
System, in the English, French, and German languages. 



HOMEOPATHIC BOOKS. 

JAHR'S NEW MANUAL OF HOMCEOPATHIC PRACTICE; edited, with 
Annotations, by A. Gerald Hull, M. D. From the last Paris edition. This 
is the fourth American edition of a very celebrated work, written in French 
by the eminent Homoeopathic Professor Jahr, and it is considered the best 
practical compendium of this extraordinary science that has yet been com- 
posed. After a very judicious and instructive introduction, the work pre- 
sents a Table of the Homceopathic Medicines, with their names in Latin, 
English and German; the order in which they are to be studied, with their 
most important distinctions, and clinical illustrations of their symptoms and 
effects upon the various organs and functions of the human system. The 
second volume embraces an elaborate Analysis of the indications in disease, 
of the medicines adapted to cure, and a Glossary of the technics used in the 
work, arranged so luminously as to form an admirable guide to every medi- 
cal student The whole system is here displayed with a modesty of pre- 
tension, and a scrupulosity in statement, well calculated to bespeak candid 
investigation. This laborious work is indispensable to the students and 
practitioners of Homoeopathy, and highly interesting to medical and scien- 
tific men of all classes. Complete Symptomatology and Repertorv, 2 vols, 
bound, $6. 

JAHR'S NEW MANUAL: originally published under the name of Symftomes- 
Codex. (Digest of Symptoms.) This work is intended to facilitate a com- 
parison of the parallel symptoms of the various Homoeopathic agents, 
thereby enabling the practitioner to discover the characteristic symptoms 
of each drug, and to determine with ease and correctness what remedy is 
most Homoeopathic to the existing group of symptoms. Translated with 
important and extensive additions from various sources, by Charles Julius 
Hempel, M. D, assisted by James M. Quin, M. D, with revisions and clini- 
cal notes by John F. Gray, M. D. ; contributions by Drs. A. Gerald Hull, 
George W. Conk, and Dr. P>. F. Joslin of New-York; and Drs. ('. Hering, 
J. Jeanes, C. Neidhard, W. Williamson, and J. Kitchen, of Philadelphia; 
with a Preface by Constantine Hering, M. D., 2 vols., bound $11 



TREATISE ON APOPLEXY: 



WITH AN APPENDIX 



SOFTENING OF THE BRAIN, AND PARALYSIS. 



ON THE 



NATURE AND CAUSES 



OF 



APOPLEXY. 



Apoplexy has generally been regarded as so simple and 
decided in its nature and required treatment, that any self- 
sufficient and semi-ignorant physician who knows how to 
bleed and purge, has been thought competent to understand 
and manage it. But the truth is, as Copeland says : There 
are but few diseases which present a greater variety of modes 
of attack ; or which arise from a greater number of affections 
both of the brain and its vessels, or of other and remote 
parts ; or which differ so widely in the extent and severity 
of the injury done to the brain ; — consequently there are 
but few diseases which require such precise and prompt, but 
varied, and comprehensive treatment. A glance at some of 
the names of the different admitted varieties of Apoplexy, 
will render this more evident than many words ; we have : 

(1.) Apoplexy from excess of blood in the whole system ; 
the quantity of blood being absolutely greater than the 
organism requires for its proper nutrition and sustenance 
(plethoric apoplexy). 

(2.) Apoplexy from retention, or rush of blood to the 
head, without rupture of any blood-vessel, or excess of blood 
in the system (congestive apoplexy). 

(3.) Apoplexy from rupture of some blood-vessel, in, or 
about the brain, not necessarily caused by plethora or con- 
gestion, but frequently arising from brittleness, or other dis- 
ease of the arteries of the brain (hemorrhagic apoplexy). 

12 



138 



APOPLEXY. 



(4.) Apoplexy from debility, or other nervous disorder of 
the brain, or nervous system, and not necessarily accompa- 
nied with any disease of the blood, or blood-vessels (nervous 
apoplexy). 

(5.) From an increased quantity of watery fluid poured out 
suddenly upon, or in the brain (serous apoplexy). 

(6.) From primary disease, or enlargement of the heart 
(cardiac apoplexy). 

(7.) From disease, or disorder of the liver, and retention of 
bile in the system, which are notoriously apt to cause heavi- 
ness of the system, and drowsiness (bilious, or hepatic 
apoplexy). 

(8.) From Bright's, or other disease of the kidneys (ne- 
phritic, or albuminous apoplexy). 

(9.) Febrile, or inflammatory apoplexy. 

(10.) From debility, or loss of blood (asthenic, atonic, or 
anemic apoplexy). 

(11.) From indigestion, repletion, or other disorder of the 
stomach (gastric apoplexy). 

(12.) From convulsions in general, and epilepsy in parti- 
cular (convulsive, or spasmodic apoplexy). 

(13.) From the effects of pregnancy (puerperal apoplexy). 

(14.) From injuries, blows on the head, &c. (traumatic 
apoplexy). 

Many other varieties, and very many combinations of these 
forms of Apoplexy might easily be given, and I believe that 
not only all those above mentioned, but others, also, will be 
exemplified by the cases to follow in the body of this work ; 
but sufficient has been done to give a fair view of the many 
different causes which are capable of producing Apoplexy, 
and to justify at the outset a protest against a routine treat- 
ment of all apoplectic conditions. 

It must be equally evident that all cases of Apoplexy are 
not equally dangerous and fatal ; some, will recover with little 
or no treatment, mainly by the recuperative powers of 
nature ; others, will prove fatal in spite of all remedial means, 
either gentle, or heroic. But by far the most dangerous and 
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frequent occurrence in Apoplexy, is the rupture of a blood- 
vessel in, or about the brain ; and the result in recovery or death 
depends mainly upon the fact whether the artery which has 
given way be large or small, the quantity of blood which m 
poured in or upon the brain be great or trifling, and the 
laceration, contusion or compression of the brain be extensive 
or moderate. I repeat that the result in recovery, partial 
recovery, or death, does, or ought to depend, as much upon 
these circumstances, as upon the mode of treatment; although, 
it seems unfortunately, but too probable, that some of the 
milder cases are either allowed to progress into the severer 
forms by inefficient treatment, or else are treated so savagely 
and heroically as to be rendered fatal, when they would have 
terminated favorably with very gentle management. 

Watson candidly informs us : that " after a formal attack 
of Apoplexy, the results of allopathic treatment will be very 
uncertain ; a large effusion of blood in, or upon the brain 
will prove fatal ; a smaller amount of extravasation cannot 
be removed at all promjDtly by ordinary medical means ; and 
that the best which the unfortunate patient can expect in too 
many cases, will be a long-continued or permanent palsy, a 
weakening of the mental powers, and sometimes a state nearly 
approaching to idiocy." 

On the other hand, Yeldham (see Homoeopathy in Acute 
Diseases, p. 173) says: "It must not be supposed that 
Homoeopathy, any more than Allopathy, pretends to cure 
every apoplectic patient ; on the contrary, it is well known 
that there are many cases (as, for example, where, from the 
rupture of a vessel, a large quantity of blood is poured out 
and presses on the brain) in which all medical treatment 
must, from a physical necessity, prove unavailing. In cases 
of this kind, the two systems, as far as relates to a cure, are 
on an equality." But while I admit this, I think it may be 
asserted positively that in the majority of these cases, the 
most prompt and heroic allopathic treatment does not, and 
cannot save life ; and that the gentle, or so-called inefficient 
homoeopathic treatment is not the cause of death. 
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But we are not obliged to deal in general assertions only : 
Copeman has collected 250 cases of Apoplexy treated allopa- 
thically, and many of them by the magnates of the profes- 
sion, such as Morgagni, Portal, Abercrombie, Andral and 
others, and yet only sixty-eight recovered, seven escaped with 
their lives, and no less than 175 died. He says that this 
proves, not only, that the mortality from Apoplexy under old- 
school treatment is fearfully great, but that the proximate 
causes of the disease are either beyond the reach of medical 
art, or that the measures usually adopted in the dominant 
school are inapplicable, inefficient, or prejudicial. 

In the New- York Hospital from 1847 to 1851, of thirty-five 
cases of Apoplexy, seventeen cases died, or about one-half; 
of seventeen cases reported by Dr. Huss, in the British and 
Foreign Medical Review (see Oct. No., 1846, p. 461), and 
treated allopathically, in 1842, eight cases proved fatal, or 
about one-half; in the preceding year, however, only four 
cases died out of fifteen, or about one-fourth. 

On the other hand, we learn from the General Homoeopa- 
thic Hospital Report, that of twenty-one cases of Apoplexy 
treated according to the views of Hahnemann, six died, or 
about one-third ; four were not cured, or about one-fifth ; and 
eleven recovered, or about one-half. These results are fully 
as favorable as those of the, best, and much better than the 
general average of allopathic treatment ; besides, in the 
following pages, upwards of sixty cases of recovery from 
Apoplexy under homoeopathic treatment will be given. Still, 
the number which die under both modes of treatment, is cer- 
tainly sufficiently great to render it but simply just, that each 
of the great contending parties should exercise great charity 
in judging of each other's practice. It seems equally true 
that in the present state of medical science, in at least one- 
fourth of all the cases of Apoplexy, every painful and cruel 
endeavor to save the patient's life should be instantly or 
quickly abandoned, and the physician's sole and earnest 
attention limited to soothing the fast-fleeting moments of 
the sufferer. 
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Premonitions of Apoplexy. 

Copeland has given the best resume of the premonitory 
symptoms of Apoplexy, especially of the plethoric and con- 
gestive varieties. He says that, " The most common precur- 
sory symptoms are : a tendency to sleep at unaccustomed 
periods, a heavier sleep than usual, particularly if accompanied 
with profound, laborious or stertorous breathing; gritting of 
the teeth ; nightmare ; sudden jerks or starts of the body, when 
on the point of falling asleep ; lethargic feelings and drowsi- 
ness, even during the waking hours ; pains in different parts 
of the head ; or general headache, with a sense of weight or 
fulness in the head ; and pulsation of the arteries, especially 
if there also be a turgid appearance of the veins of the head 
and forehead, with lividity or redness of the countenance; 
slight or imperfect attacks of bleeding from the nose ; loss of 
recollection, or an unusual serenity, or apathy of the mind ; a 
disposition to shed tears ; more especially if there also be torpor 
and numbness, or pricking of the extremities ; partial or slight 
paralytic affections, marked by distortion of the mouth, droop- 
ing of the eyelids, imperfect utterance, or unsteady, or tremu- 
lous gait, and tripping on ascending, or descending stairs. 

According to Day, these premonitory symptoms require 
the utmost care, and caution on the part of the physician — for 
there are various and perfectly distinct conditions which may 
give rise to apparently similar head-symptoms ; excess of blood 
and deficiency of blood ; general debility ; and an impure 
condition of the blood, from poor digestion, or imperfect 
action of the skin, liver, kidneys, or bowels, may all give rise 
to very similar symptoms. Anaemia, or deficiency of blood, 
may very easily be mistaken for hypersemia, or excess of 
blood, and simple irritation of the brain may be mistaken for 
inflammation. 

Headache, vertigo, or dizziness, singing in the ears, and 
throbbing of the arteries of the head may arise from either of 
the opposite states of excess, or deficiency of blood in the 
head. But, if excess of blood be present, the patient generally 
presents the appearance of rude health, is stout, short-necked, 
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and even bull-necked ; his face is flushed, he has headache, 
a tendency to doze, and dizziness which is increased by stoop- 
ing, or looking upwards ; nausea also is a common symptom of 
pressure on the brain. 

"When there is anaemia, or deficiency of blood in the whole 
system, and also in the brain, we usually observe the face to 
be pale, the heart's action quick and tumultuous, a tendency 
to faintness and dizziness, which are most felt on suddenly 
assuming the upright position. Still, the presence of head- 
ache, the feeling as if an iron band were around the forehead, 
with noises in the ears, throbbing in the head and neck, will 
be very apt to mislead the old-school physician, especially as 
it unfortunately happens that bleeding will give temporary 
relief. Aconite, and other depressing agents must be used 
most cautiously by the homceopathist, who fortunately has a 
strong prejudice in favor of the use of China in such states. 

Again, aged persons are liable to a peculiar form of head- 
aifection, depending for the most part on passive congestion, 
arising from want of tone in the vascular system. The 
compound infusion of horse-radish is much recommended in 
the old practice — Carb. veg., in the new. 

There is also a state of brain common in advanced life, 
characterised by alteration or diminution of the nervous 
energy, arising from general debility, over-exertion of the 
intellectual faculties, or long-continued anxiety, and distress 
of mind. Bleeding would most probably induce incurable 
paralysis, while Anacardium, Baryta, or other homoeopathic 
remedies, may cause great relief. 

A few more remarks may be made here, on other of the pre- 
monitory symptoms of Apoplexy. A flushed face, tendency to 
sleep, dizziness, nausea and headache, have already been 
alluded to ; but sometimes unusual wakefulness points to an 
irritation of the brain, which may bring on Apoplexy, unless 
allayed by sedative treatment ; a general incapacity for exer- 
tion, and an indescribable sensation of weight in the limbs 
may arise from fulness of blood about the head and spine, 
from a sluggish circulation, or from great debility; torpor, 
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numbness, or a sense of creeping, crawling or formication, 
loss or perversion of feeling, so that everything touched feels 
like velvet, or felt, or itching in the limbs may arise from 
fulness or sluggishness of the blood, from a purely nervous 
affection, or from softening of the brain; slight paralytic 
affections, such as drooping of an eyelid, or distortion of the 
features, may arise from congestion of the brain, or slight 
apoplectic effusion, or from debility of the nerves of the part; 
double vision, difficulty of writing in a straight line, or of 
reading, the presence of motes or corruscations before the 
eyes, noises in the ears, or dulness of hearing, may be caused 
by excess or deficiency of blood in the head, by great debility 
of the nerves of the eyes or ears, or by indigestion ; the sub- 
stitution of one word for another, difficulty in pronouncing 
certain words, a sudden loss of memory, may all arise from 
weakness of the brain, a deficient flow of blood to it, or from 
the pressure of an excessive quantity of blood. 

If the physician can constantly keep these distinctions 
and differences in his mind, he will rarely go wrong in his 
treatment ; unless he be so slavishly wedded to system, that 
he will not follow the dictates of his own, and others' reason, 
and experience. But it unfortunately happens that in very 
many cases no premonitory symptoms precede an attack of 
Apoplexy. Rochoux even goes so far as to declare that in 69 
cases in which he collected the histories, only 11 presented 
precursory symptoms ; in such cases a fit of Apoplexy will, of 
course, set in without any warning, and the physician must 
treat the attack as best he may. 

Prevention of Apoplexy, 

The principal point generally dwelt on, is : to prevent too 
great fulness of blood in the head. This may arise either from 
too great a quantity thrown to it, by excessive action of the 
heart and arteries (Aconite) ; or, too great retention of blood 
in the brain and head, from retarded circulation (Conium, 
Carbo) ; or from diminished nervous energy (Nux, Plumbum). 

Haktmann says that in most cases we are undoubtedly 
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called upon to treat, or prevent nervous Apoplexy, because 
passive congestive- Apoplexy generally depends on nervous debi- 
lity ; and active congestive- Apoplexy upon nervous irritation 
of the brain, exciting increased flow of blood to it ; or upon 
excitement of the sympathetic nerve, which presides over the 
circulation (Veratrum, Nux, Coffea). If there be a rupture 
of a small blood-vessel, Arnica, Veratrum, Millefolium, or 
Kreosote deserve attention. 

We can prevent too much blood being made, by great care 
in diet and regimen. Watson gives the case of Dr. Adam 
Ferguson, of Edinburgh, who was a man of fall habit, at one 
time corpulent and very ruddy, and, though by no means 
intemperate, lived fully. He had premonitions of Apoplexy, 
to which he paid no attention, and finally, in his 60th 
year, had a decided attack of Apoplexy, with paralysis. 
He recovered, and then became a strict Pythagorean in his 
diet, eating nothing but vegetables, and drinking only water 
and milk. He got rid of every paralytic symptom, became 
even robust and muscular, and died in full possession of his 
faculties, at the advanced age of 93 ; full thirty years after his 
first attack. Long after his 80th year his firm step, and ruddy 
cheek, contrasted agreeably and unexpectedly with his silver 
locks. 

This course of diet is necessarily only suited against true 
plethora, or that state of the system in which an abso- 
lutely greater quantity of blood is made than the organism 
requires for its sustenance. 

On the other hand, those who are pale and delicate, have lost 
much blood, or are reduced by chronic cough with profuse 
expectoration, by severe dyspepsia, or long-continued diar- 
rhoea, or diabetes, or profuse flow of menses, or piles, &c, 
may require tonic diet, meat, even wine, China, Ferrum, &c. 
Still, if there be disease or brittlensss of the blood-vessels — 
which may often be detected by the presence of a peculiar 
fulness or hardness of the pulse at the wrist — we should be 
very careful of stimulants. 

Anything which is calculated to hurry the circulation 
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and increase the force of the heart's action, such as strong 
bodily exercise, anger, violent passion, loud and earnest talk- 
ing, brisk or hurried walking, galloping on a hard horse, 
should be avoided ; holding the breath, especially when some 
muscular effort is made, such as tugging at a tight boot, hold- 
ing a high note in singing, in a violent paroxysm of coughing, 
or in straining at stool, are particularly dangerous ; in all 
these acts blood is thrown violently to the head, the face may 
turn purple, the patient become giddy, the eyes bloodshot, and 
a fit of Apoplexy come on. Yiolent vomiting, sneezing, laugh- 
ing, crying, singing, shouting, all have a somewhat similar 
effect. In short, a person liable to Apoplexy is obliged to 
exert such control over body and mind, that Solly categori- 
cally asserts, he must be content to live like a cabbage, to 
vegetate, merely exist, and barely live. Far better would it 
be for them to live like Dr. Adam Ferguson, already alluded 
to, whose mixture of original thinking with high moral feel- 
ing and extensive learning, his love of country, contempt of 
luxury, and especially the strong subjection of his passions 
and feelings to the dominion of his reason, made him, perhaps, 
the most striking example of the stoic philosopher which 
could be seen in modern days. — (Watson.) 

Dr. Fothergill thought it very unsafe for short-necked 
people to look backwards for any length of time, without 
turning the rest of the body, thus twisting the neck. He 
gives the case of a man seized with Apoplexy, while cross- 
ing a river in an open boat, keeping his eyes fixed upon a 
particular ship, until long after he had rowed past her. 

Tight cravats are also injurious. A Swedish officer who 
was desirous that his men should look well in the face, caused 
them to wear tight stocks ; in a short time quite a number of 
his regiment died of Apoplexy. The case of a boy is also 
given who had drawn his neckcloth remarkably tight, and 
was seized with Apoplexy, while exerting himself whipping 
a top. 

Cold, is another frequent exciting cause of Apoplexy ; it 
drives the blood from the surface, and accumulates it in the 
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large vessels of the interior of the body. I have known seve- 
ral elderly persons, with a marked tendency to congestion of 
the head, attacked while dressing or undressing in a cold 
room, loitering about with their shoes and stockings off, and 
remaining partially, or very nearly undressed for a long time. 

On the other hand, expansion of the blood may be caused 
by hot and stimulating food and drinks, large fires, crowded 
rooms, excessive heat of the sun, hot baths, &c. The whole 
mass of the blood becomes expanded, and cooling and refri- 
gerating means are required. 

This last state of the blood has been greatly overlooked by 
almost all writers on affections of the brain, although it was 
well known to the ancients. According to them, the so-called 
Plethora ad volumen depends upon an apparent quantitative 
increase of the blood from expansion, or increase of its vo- 
lume, without actual increase of quantity. It was supposed to 
arise from vital turgor, nervous orgasm, or simple expansion 
of the blood from excessive heat. The best marked examples 
occur in sun-struck persons. Solly's friend, Dr. Samuel 
Rogers, gives a most graphic description of this form of Apo- 
plexy, as caused by great exposure to the heat of the sun. 
He says : " About 8 o'clock, a most melancholy scene com- 
menced among the troops ; men were seen to drop down and 
instantly expire ; every hour added to our melancholy situa- 
tion, for notwithstanding the utmost exertions of the physi- 
cians, the day ended with no less a loss than 18, and left us 
with 63 sick in the hospital. When warning of the attack 
was given to the patients, they usually complained of difficult 
breathing, with a sense of tightness and oppression about the 
chest, followed by giddiness, burning heat of the eyes, and a 
sense of great fulness about the head, in many amounting to 
excruciating pain, succeeded by loss of sense and motion, fal- 
tering of the tongue on attempting to speak, fulness of the 
eyes, dilated and fixed pupils, violent twitching of the mus- 
cles of the face, particularly those about the mouth, subsultus 
tendinum, and involuntary stools. Along with these symp- 
toms the patient also had a strong, full, and frequent pulse, 
tremendous throbbing of the carotid and temporal arteries, 
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flushed, swollen, and sometimes livid countenance, and 
throughout, a parched and burning skin." 

Eogers says that " the violence, suddenness and urgency of 
the symptoms seemed to require immediate and profuse 
depletion ; blood was accordingly abstracted from every assail- 
able point, viz., the arm, jugular vein, and temporal artery ; 
cold was applied to the head, and the feet were immersed in 
hot water ; blisters were applied to the head, neck and legs ; 
brisk purgatives were administered, and their operation 
assisted by purgative injections. In some cases, fifty, sixty, 
or even one hundred ounces of blood were taken, but the 
remedy was sometimes worse than the malady ; in fact, two 
individuals became convulsed, and died shortly after they 
were bled, and after death it was found that although the 
heart was empty, the vessels of the head were loaded with 
blood. This clearly indicated that, whatever it was, that 
excited the heart's inordinate action, bloodletting would not 
subdue it, for as long as a drop of blood remained, it was 
sent to the head. How lucky it was for us (Dr. S. Kogeks), 
and truly so for our patients, that a most effectual remedy 
was found in the cold affusion. Just as one man had expired, 
as one might say, almost under the lancet, another was 
brought into the hospital ; he was put into a bathing tub, 
and a constant stream of cold water poured on his head until 
he was relieved." — (Solly on the Brain, p. 392.) 

Treatment of the Premonitions of Apoplexy. 

I trust it has been made evident, that there is no more 
delicate, or momentous question in the practice of medicine, 
than that of the prevention, or primary treatment of attacks 
of Apoplexy ; because, as we have seen, these seizures may 
arise from such different, or even opposite causes, that the very 
course of treatment, and regimen which is most conducive to 
safety in one case, has an opposite tendency in others. 

If the patient be decidedly and undoubtedly plethoric, or 
full-blooded, a moderate bleeding may be allowed, if the 
symptoms be urgent, in order to reduce the whole quantity 
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of blood to the healthy standard. This may avert danger, 
and certainly will not interfere with the action of the most 
delicate homoeopathic remedies ; but if the symptoms be not 
urgent, the excess of blood may be more slowly reduced by 
dietetic, and medical means. In deciding on the propriety of 
blood-letting, it is very important to be certain whether true 
plethora be present, or an absolutely greater quantity of blood 
than the organism requires for its sustenance, or can readily 
control the circulation of. If true plethora, or exceedingly 
active and dangerous congestion be not present, the physician 
should discard the lancet; but there can be no earthly 
objection to bathing the feet in simple hot water, or in hot 
pepper-, or mustard-water ; the head and shoulders should be 
raised, the clothes all loosened, and cold applications made to 
the head. If the bowels be obstinately costive, or even 
moderately sluggish, some mild but efficient purgative, such 
as castor oil, may be given at once ; or if the attack arise 
from the suppression of piles, or menses, Aloes should be pre- 
ferred as a purgative. Aloes may also be given when there 
is bilious derangement, although as Haetmann says, that 
Mercurius solubilis corresponds to every variety of Apoplexy, 
it may be allowable to give this in sufficient quantities to act 
on the liver and bowels, in appropriate cases. I say appro- 
priate cases, because there are others, which are characterised 
by pallor of the patient, an inclination to dizziness with faint- 
ishness, palpitation, nervous tremors and timidity, in which 
all the symptoms are increased when the stomach is empty, 
or the bowels are freely moved, or from looking upwards, or 
resuming the upright position after stooping, or rising from 
bed, and in which all the above treatment would be injurious. 
Aconite is regarded as the principal remedy when there 
is great heat and feverishness of the head and body (see 
article on Aconite) ; Bellad. or Stramonium, when there 
is great and active congestion to the head, with excessive 
restlessness, and more or less delirium ; Opium, when there 
is a more passive- and venous-congestion, with much drowsi- 
ness, great constipation and some stupor; Cocculus, when 
nausea and giddiness constitute the prominent symptoms; 
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China, when there is beating in the head, with palpitation 
of the heart, dimness of sight, buzzing in the ears, heavy 
breathing, &c. Hartmann says that when the excessive use 
of coffee or wine causes an assemblage of symptoms much 
resembling those of Apoplexy, viz : fulness of blood about the 
head, bursting pain with commotion of the blood and throb- 
bing of the arteries, constant uneasiness and. heaviness of the 
limbs, languor and lassitude even from the least exertion, 
redness of the vessels of the eye, with sudden and frequently 
recurring paroxysms of loss of sight or darkness before the 
eyes with dizziness, obliging the patient to lie down, noises in 
the ears, &c, then Nux will remove many of the symptoms, 
especially if constipation also be present, but Belladonna may 
be required, and also to be assisted by several doses of Mer- 
curius. Coffea has also been recommended, if the attack be 
of a nervous character, occurring in delicate and nervous 
persons, from great mental excitement, or from indigestion 
after a hearty meal, especially when the patient is excessively 
nervous, sad, sleepless from excessive bodily and mental 
excitement, with frequent flushes of heat to the face, dizzi- 
ness, heaviness of the head, anxious restlessness of the whole 
body, sensitiveness of hearing, &c. Arnica has also been 
strongly recommended when symptoms of congestion to the 
head appear after a full or improper meal, especially if the 
head be hot, and the hands and feet cold. When spasmodic 
symptoms are prominent, Nux and Ignatia are the most 
homoeopathic remedies. If suppression of perspiration has 
brought on the attack, Aconite and Opium should be thought 
of ; if the urine be scanty, Cantharides and Digitalis ; if the 
menses be scanty or suppressed, Pulsatilla and Stramonium, 
or Conium ; while Ipecac, has been highly recommended in 
Gastric Apoplexy when the patient is restless, starts fre- 
quently, is irritable and inclined to vomit. Veratrum is par- 
ticularly indicated, when the patient is pale, cold, and faint. 
The treatment of fully developed attacks of Apoplexy will be 
given minutely, when treating more especially of the different 
varieties of the disease. 
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TRUE, OK TYPICAL APOPLEXY, 

With preceding plethora and congestion, followed by hemor- 
rhage and paralysis. 

The model type of Apoplexy occurs in persons with a robust 
body, ruddy complexion, who are hearty and stout by nature 
or good living, have too much blood in the whole system, 
and proportionately still more in the brain, or head. This is 
by far not the most frequent form of Apoplexy, although it 
has fixed the ideas of world about the nature and treatment 
of the disease. 

Symptoms. — Such a plethoric, juicy and heavy man, appa- 
rently in good health, suddenly falls down deprived of all his 
senses, wholly unconscious of surrounding objects, his counte- 
nance livid, the vessels of the face and head turgid with blood, 
his breathing snoring or stertorous, his pulse full, slow, and 
intermitting, his limbs powerless. In the most violent cases, 
all the limbs are paralysed, but generally, the paralysis is 
confined to one-half of the body, in the form of hemiplegia ; 
sometimes only a single limb is aifected, and in this case the 
arm is much more frequently paralysed than the leg. The 
paralysis may be confined to the face, tongue, eyes, their lids, 
or other parts (see Hemorrhagic Apoplexy). From this state 
the patient may never rally, even under the most active allo- 
pathic, anti-phlogistic, and revulsive treatment ; he often sinks 
without any change for the better in his symptoms, and dies 
in the course of forty-eight hours. This, Solly truly says, is 
an awful disease to suffer from, to witness, or to administer to; 
but death soon closes the scene, and the brain when examined 
after death, is found to have been more or less torn and 
destroyed by large masses, and clots of blood extravasated into 
and upon the brain. The case is typical because the extrava- 
sation of blood is so copious and severe that all the effects of 
extravasation are produced ; all the centres of nervous power 
within the skull are either crushed, torn or compressed ; or 
ploughed up by, and intimately mixed and intermingled with 
f ore ; while the neighborhood of large and rather large clots is 
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converted into a more or less suffused, red, soft, and very moist, 
papescent mass consisting of comminuted and crushed brain- 
substance (Solly). Hence, the destruction of the brain is- 
often so extensive that the patient cannot live by any possi- 
bility, except as a mere wreck of his former self; a burthen 
and a loathing to himself, an object of pity and the tenderest 
cares, perhaps, to his nearest and dearest relatives. 

Typical Apoplexy is both congestive, i. e., an increased 
quantity of blood is thrown to, or retained in, or about the 
brain ; and hannorrhaqic, i. e., more or less of blood has burst 
the bounds of its blood-vessels and been poured out, in or 
upon the brain. Too much blood was present in the system 
before the attack ; too much blood has, perhaps, frequently 
flowed to the brain, but subsided without dangerous conse- 
quences ; the blood-vessels of the brain have, doubtless, been 
frequently distended with blood before, but now the brain 
remains intensely crowded with blood, and one or more blood- 
vessels have given way, and are pouring out blood copiously 
upon the brain. The indication is, of course, to reduce as 
rapidly as possible the whole amount of blood in the system, 
at least to the natural standard, and especially to relieve the 
brain from its excess of blood, and stop the bleeding into, or 
upon its substance. 

Plethora. 

The principal points in typical Apoplexy, are : general ple- 
thora, or blood-fulness of the body, attended with great con- 
gestion to the head. Hence we propose to examine the sub- 
ject of plethora more fully in this place. "Watson says : in the 
adult state when the growth of the body has been completed, 
that blood may be made in greater abundance and more rich 
in the materials of nutrition than the wants of the body 
require, is not only conceivable, but true ; full living and 
sedentary habits are causes likely to occasion general plethora, 
and they do occasion it ; full diet, so long as the digestive 
powers are perfect, provides more chyle and conducts into 
the blood a larger quantity of its pabulum ; a sedentary life 
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precludes that freer circulation of the blood, and that more 
liberal expenditure of it through the skin, and by means of 
the other organs of secretion, which would occur under more 
active habits. Such persons are apt to become fat, the adipose 
tissue seeming to form a kind of safety-valve for the diversion 
of the superfluous blood ; the muscular and fibrous tissues, 
however, suffer in their nutrition, because the imperfect respi- 
ration of heavy and sluggish persons does not form fibrin in 
sufficient quantity for their full development. Such persons 
naturally have turgid and florid cheeks, red lips, red mucous 
membranes, and not uncommonly ferretty eyes ; their entire 
vascular system is preternaturally distended, and if you open 
a vein, you find that they bear a large abstraction of blood 
without fainting, and are even refreshed by it ; while the blood 
drawn separates into a large, but not very firm mass of 
coagulum, with but little seren (Watson). 

The blood of the plethoric is also deficient in fibrin, and 
hence, decidedly inclined to hemorrhage. According to 
Andral, in plethora and congestion of the brain, the fibrin 
of the blood is apt to diminish from ,j 5 n to r ^s *> the 
quantity of blood globules to increase from T WV to T Wo ; 
the solids of the serum to increase from T f £^ to T Wo? an d 
the quantity of water or serum to diminish from T VoV to 
T VoV Hence the blood will be thicker, more sluggish in its 
action and less inclined to form a clot or coagulate, and even 
is disposed to exude from its vessels in the form of hemor- 
rhage. The effect of this kind of blood upon the brain and 
other organs, is admirably described by Becquerel and 
Kodier ; they say, that in true plethora or full-bloodedness, 
not only is the whole mass of the blood increased, but sudden 
accumulations of it in internal parts, frequently in the brain, 
are apt to occur, disturbing its functions, causing fits of 
insensibility, and sometimes even death itself. It is only too 
true, when blood already exists in too great abundance through- 
out the body, that it is apt to fall in excess upon any debili- 
tated, or irritated organ. Above, we have referred almost 

exclusively to true plethora (plethora^eba), or that state in 
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which a greater quantity of blood is present than the 
organism requires for its healthy nutrition and sustenance. 
True plethora is necessarily universal, (plethora universalis) 
as contradistinguished from local or partial plethoras, {ple- 
thora partialis); it may also be not only venous, but also 
arterial in its character {plethora venosa et arteriosa); and 
of course, is widely distinguished from dyscratic-plethora, 
such as occurs in albuminuria, hydrsemia, and other affections 
{plethora cacochyma). The principal causes of true plethora 
are : 1st, excessive production of blood, especially when asso- 
ciated with diminished consumption of it ; this is particularly 
apt to be the case in true plethora, in which we have seen that 
the blood is deficient in fibrin, hence is less plastic, less 
inclined to assume a coagulable or solid form, consequently 
more disposed to remain as blood, rather than to be converted 
into any organized product. Arterial congestion and plethora 
are closely allied to the above state of things ; the conveyed 
arterial blood is changed too slowly into venous, in conse- 
quence either of diminished nutrition of the tissues, or other 
causes, and consequently the arterial blood is only slowly and 
imperfectly driven from such parts. 

Another form of plethora is the so-called plethora ad vires, 
in which the quantity of blood in the system, is relatively too 
great for its powers; this is apt to occur from nervous or 
mental exhaustion, long continued or extravagant grief, or 
anxiety, sudden fright, depressing mental emotions, &c. Of 
course the principal indication is not to remove blood, but to 
arouse and invigorate the nervous system. 

The so-called plethora ad volumen has already been alluded 
to ; but the fact that the blood in a dead body occupies only one- 
tenth part of the space which it occupies in the living one, may 
here be referred to in proof of the close connection which the 
volume of blood has with its life, or with its amount of orgasm, 
or vital turgor. The opposite of this state, or collapse of the 
Mood, may be produced by depressing agents such as Digi- 
talis, Prussic acid, Tobacco, deficient nervous energy, &c. ; 
the pulse is then apt to be small, soft and frequent; the surface 
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pale and cold, sensation and motion either deficient or extinct 
In plethora ad volumen the pulse is apt to be full, large, slow, 
heavy and oppressed. 

One other form may be mentioned, viz. : the plethora ad 
spatium, such as is apt to occur from diminution of the 
calibre of the blood-vessels, or after the loss of large and 
important limbs. (Stake.) 

Although plethora is only one element of true or typical 
Apoplexy, particular attention has been paid to it here because 
the other elements, viz. : congestion, haemorrhage, and para- 
lysis will be treated of more fully under the heads of Conges- 
tive, Hemorrhagic, and Paralytic Apoplexy. 

Treatment of Typical Apoplexy. Ferrum is the most 
important homoeopathic remedy against true plethora and 
Apoplexy. It is well known to increase the quantity of blood 
globules ; but it is not so well known to diminish the quantity 
of fibrin in the blood. Simon found the fibrin to diminish 
from the normal standard of Tf \ 7 as low as T Vlo> after the 
use of sixty-four grains of iron in the course of seven weeks ; 
Andkal and Gav arret found it to lessen the quantity of fibrin 
in one case from the normal standard, to T V!o5 in the course of 
four weeks; in another case from T |"£o, or an excess above 
the normal mean, to Tf \j, or the natural standard. Ferrum 
is also well known to diminish the quantity of water in the 
blood. Hence as far as the pathology of the disease is a guide, 
it is a, or even the, most homoeopathic remedy to true arterial 
congestive plethora; while Opium is perhaps the most homoeo- 
pathic remedy to true venous congestive plethora; in the 
former disease, the face of the patient is red and flushed, in 
the latter it is purplish, or livid. 

Symptomatic indications for Ferrum. Active, sthenic 
congestion and haemorrhage, with great vascular irritation. 
Eush of blood to the head, puffiness around the eyes, swelling 
of the veins and paralytic weakness. Headache from rush of 
blood to the head. Vertigo with disposition to fall forwards ; 
staggering in walking ; momentary shock in the brain, with 
giddiness; dizziness, dulness and confusion of the head; 
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hammering and throbbing headache, lasting for two, three or 
four days, and recurring every two or three weeks ; drawing 
headache from the nape of the neck into the brain, with sense 
of hammering, and roaring in the head ; undulating pain in 
the head ; headache as if the brain were rent asunder ; rush 
of blood to the head, with swelling of the veins and flushes of 
heat. Taint feeling in walking, with blackness before the 
eyes, roaring in the ears and head at every step, and sensation 
as if threatened with Apoplexy. Yiolent burning and pain 
in the head, with thirst. All the vessels of the brain turgid 
with blood, and six ounces of blood extravasated into the 
cerebellum (ISToack and Thinks). Pain in the eyes, as if 
from excessive drowsiness. Darkness before the eyes, in the 
evening, with aching pain, and discharge of a few drops of 
blood from the nose. Heat and anxiety after meals, with 
drowsiness, gloominess and headache over the root of the 
jiose. Durness of, and pain in the head, violent eructations, 
and heat in the face. Tremor of the hands, cramps in the 
fingers, with numbness and insensibility. Numbness of the 
thigh, feeling as if the thighs had gone to sleep. Coldness of 
the feet, and such weakness that he is scarcely able to drag 
them along. Constant weariness and drowsiness in the day 
time ; heavy sleep in the morning. Orgasm of blood in 
the day time, with heat in the hands, heat of the body and: 
redness of the cheeks (Noack and Thinks). 

It will be unnecessary to multiply remedies here for this 
form of Apoplexy ; in due time and place all the others will, 
be treated of. 

SIMPLE, OR CONGESTIVE APOPLEXY, 

With or without plethora, hut with rush of blood to the head, 
and without the frequent occurrence of haemorrhage or 
permanent paralysis. 

The symptoms in this form greatly resemble those of true 
or typical Apoplexy, except that paralysis, or hemiplegia is 
generally wanting — it is often wanting entirely, or present 
only transiently when simple congestion is present, but it is 
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thought to be very seldom absent when there is hemorrhage. 
The patient falls down suddenly deprived of sense and motion, 
and lies like a person in a deep sleep ; his face is generally 
flushed, or more frequently livid or purple, his breathing 
stertorous, his pulse full and not frequent, generally slower 
than the natural standard; sometimes slight convulsions of 
the limbs, or contractions of the muscles of one side of the 
body, and relaxation of those of the other are present. Of 
course, if the congestion be sufficiently great to cause uncon- 
sciousness, or paralyze parts of the brain, it may also cause 
greater paralysis of some parts or limbs, than of others ; — still, 
as has already been said, paralysis is not commonly present. 
The patient may continue in a state of profound stupor for 
several days, or he may recover after some hours, especially 
if judiciously treated ; a perfect recovery, however, rarely 
takes place after the attack has lasted over one or two days, 
although it does in some cases of several days duration. 

In a larger proportion of this class of apoplectic cases, 
excessive injection of the vessels of the pia mater, and engorge- 
ment of the whole vascular system of the brain are the chief 
lesions. Under allopathic treatment the cases consisting of 
congestion solely, almost always recover ; the patient may, 
indeed, survive numerous attacks of this form of Apoplexy, 
but there is always danger that a congestive stroke may be 
followed by one of a hemorrhagic character ; and even when 
this danger is escaped, the disease is apt to leave traces behind 
it, of an enfeebled condition of the memory and intellect ; and 
it sometimes happens that a patient has numerous attacks, 
which reduce him at length to a state of mental imbecility, 
little short of idiocy. (Wood.) 

It is sometimes possible to make a distinction between 
Apoplexy from active congestion of the brain, and that from 
passive; in the former, there is often a full, strong, but some- 
times slow pulse, with a red flushing of the face ; in the latter 
the pulse is apt to be comparatively weak, or else natural, and 
the face has a livid hue. The symptoms of active congestion 
have already been sufficiently detailed among the precursory 
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symptoms of Apoplexy ; those of passive congestion are said 
to be a feeling of fulness, weight, and sometimes of coldness 
in the head ; an actual diminution of temperature in this part 
is particularly apt to occur when the arterial blood conveyed 
to the brain is very slowly changed into venous blood. There 
is also apt to be a strong tendency to drowsiness and stupor, 
dizziness, faintness, impaired vision, motes before the eyes, 
forgetfulness of words or things, dulness of countenance, a livid 
or purplish hue of the lips and face, with paleness, and 
depression of the pulse, and breathing. 

Congestive Apoplexy does not necessarily take place only 
from excess of blood in the whole system. Watson says, even 
a deficiency in the whole mass of blood contained in, and 
circulating through the body does not protect many parts of 
the system from congestion, i. e., from having an undue share 
of blood sent to them. Far from it ; local determinations of 
blood, especially to the head, are very common in persons in 
whom the mass of that fluid, and the proportion of its nutri- 
tive elements have been considerably diminished by nature, 
disease, or loss of blood. (Anaemic Apoplexy.) 

This remarkable tendency to an unequal distribution of the 
blood may thus be explained — a due supply of healthy blood 
is requisite for the steady and equable performance of the 
functions of the brain and nerves — when this supply is defec- 
tive or uncertain, those functions become disorderly, irregular, 
and the flow of blood to the organs also becomes disordered 
and irregular. The circulation of the blood is more or less 
under control of the nervous system, as is seen in the flush of 
shame and anger, and the paleness of fear ; hence persons 
endowed with great sensibility and irritability of the nervous 
system are very liable to partial, or irregular congestions. 

Rokitansky takes somewhat different views of congestive 
Apoplexy from those ordinarily adopted. He says, it is a 
question of much importance, whether the frequent cases of 
sudden or unexpected death, in old-school practice, in pre- 
viously healthy persons, in which the only, or the principal 
post-mortem appearance is a certain amount of congestion of 
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the brain, are solely produced by this congestion, and are to 
be regarded as cases of paralysis of the brain from pressure, 
by the excess of blood ? 

(a.) He answers, that in a certain small number of cases, 
this congestion of the brain is the only morbid appearance in 
the body, and has reached a degree, which in the present 
state of our knowledge justifies the conclusion that the brain 
-has been pressed upon, and paralyzed by it. 

'(5.) If, in a greater number of cases, moderate congestion of 
the brain is found associated with congestion of the lungs, it 
is scarcely possible to say which of these conditions was the 
primary, and which the secondary, or whether they did not 
arise simultaneously from the same source and cause, and 
which of them actually produced death. But as it is quite as 
common for congestion of the lungs to be the only morbid 
appearances in cases of sudden death, and as it is decidedly 
the more marked appearance in many cases in which con- 
gestion of the brain is also present, we may often conclude 
that the congestion of the brain is of secondary importance. 

(c.) Besides cases of these two kinds, there is still a number 
of others, in which all that is discovered upon examining the 
body of persons dead under allopathic treatment, is so slight 
a congestion of the brain, that it would not be thought of, if 
any other morbid appearance presented itself. Such cases 
prove fatal only when there is a peculiar tendency of the 
brain to exhaustion, or paralysis. (Nervous Apoplexy.) 

Dr. ISTeisser, of Berlin, has lately described a severe form of 
congestion of the brain, connected with dilatation of its arte- 
ries ; he has termed it JZctasis vasorum cerebri; thinks it is 
most common in young persons of a plethoric habit, short 
neck, thick head, and stunted growth ; that the disease most 
frequently attacks the basilar artery and its branches, which 
become simply and equally dilated along their whole length, 
and not in aneurismal pouches; the blood consequently moves 
more slowly along them. 

Symptoms. — The patient is readily heated, complains of 
overflow of blood, and these symptoms recur continually in 
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spite of the most energetic and methodical allopathic treat, 
ment. Finally the patient complains of vertigo, and a peculiar 
heaviness and dulness of the feet ; he has neither pa : .n, nor 
tingling, but walks with a tottering, uncertain step, staggering 
first to one side, then to the other, as if intoxicated ; he often 
becomes so dizzy as to fall, especially towards evening, and in 
the dark; all the symptoms are aggravated at night, and remit 
in the morning ; there are partial sweats on the head and face, 
and in some cases partial blindness. Dr. ISTeissee found the 
most energetic antiphlogistic and revulsive treatment to be 
entirely inefficacious. Death, finally, generally occurred 
suddenly. 

Treatment of Congestive Apoplexy. Opium is perhaps the 
most important homoeopathic remedy; at least Wood and 
Bache say, that it in full doses reduces the frequency though, 
not the force of the pulse, diminishes muscular power, and 
brings on languor and drowsiness which soon eventuate in a 
deep apoplectic sleep ; the breathing is stertorous, there is a 
dark suffusion of the countenance, a full, slow and laboring 
pulse, an almost total insensibility to external impressions 
and when a moment of consciousness has been obtained, a 
confused state of the intellect, and an irresistible disposition 
to sink back into comatose sleep are present. The pulse, 
though slow, is often full and powerful in its beat. But in the 
space of a few, say six or eight hours, a condition of genuine 
debility ensues; the patient will have a cool and clammy skin, 
cool extremities, a pallid countenance, a feeble, thread-like, 
scarcely perceptible pulse, a slow, interrupted, almost gasping 
respiration, and a torpor little short of absolute death-like 
insensibility. 

It will be seen that Opium is homoeopathic to some of the 
most formidable apoplectic conditions ; even allopathic physi- 
cians need not, and do not fear to use it in some of the nervous 
and asthenic forms of the disorder, as it in moderate doses 
increases the force, fulness and frequency of the pulse, augments 
the temperature of the skin, invigorates the muscular system, 
quickens the senses, animates the spirits and gives new energy 
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to the intellectual faculties, all followed by calmness, delightful 
placidity of mind, with quiet, but vague enjoyment. 

It will be unnecessary to enter here into the minutiae of the 
indications for the use of Opium in Apoplexy ; but it may be 
well to notice some of the broader and more striking pecu- 
liarities. According to Christison it is most homoeopathic to 
congestive Apoplexy, or rather to turgescence of the vessels 
of the brain, and watery effusion into the ventricles, and on the 
surface of the brain. It is very rarely homoeopathic to haemorr- 
hagic Apoplexy, at least Cheistison says that extravasation 
of blood is a very rare effect of Opium ; but he gives one case 
in which several clots of blood were found in the substance of 
the brain, one of which in the anterior lobe, was an inch long ; 
in a second case, the sinuses and veins of the brain were turgid, 
and a moderately thick layer of blood was effused over the 
arachnoid membrane ; JSToack and Thinks report Eyl's case in 
which the veins of the neck were turgid with decomposed 
black blood, the sinuses of the head and all the cerebral vessels 
were distended with blood, while the ventricles of the brain 
contained a teaspoonful of a bright-red fluid ; also Colin's case 
in which extravasated blood was found in the brain, and the 
cerebral vessels were very much distended ; Leroux found in 
one case, about a teaspoonful of bright-red blood at the base 
of the brain, and the choroid vessels very much distended ; 
Jourd found several clots of coagulated blood in the substance 
of the brain ; in a child the sinuses of the dura mater were 
filled with dark coagulee, and there was slight extravasation 
of blood on the surface of the posterior lobes, while all the 
internal vessels of the brain were turgid with blood, and there 
was effusion of serum at the base of the brain, and in the 
ventricles. Still it must be remembered that these cases, 
although they seem numerous, are in reality exceptional. 

Opium is also homoeopathic to the congestion of the lungs 
which so frequently attends congestive Apoplexy according to 
Eoettansky. Christison says that the lungs are sometimes 
found gorged with blood, as in many cases of Apoplexy ; four 
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cases are alluded to, in one of which they were so gorged with 
fluid blood that it ran out in a stream when they were cut. 

It is also decidedly homoeopathic to venous-plethora, and 
plethora ad volumen. 

HEMORRHAGIC APOPLEXY, 

With or without previous congestion, or plethora, but followed 
by pai'cdysis. 

The type of this variety is the form so graphically described 
by Abercrombie, and called the gradually increasing, or 
Ingravescent Apoplexy, by Copeland. It depends upon the 
sudden rupture of a blood-vessel of considerable size, without 
any necessary previous disturbance of the circulation, such as 
fever, congestion, or plethora ; the rupture probably arising 
from disease of the artery, at the part which gives way. 

Symptoms. — The patient often experiences a severe shock 
in the head, or a sudden or violent pain in the brain at the 
moment when the blood-vessel gives way ; sometimes attended 
with the feeling as if something were suddenly torn, or rent in 
the interior of the head ; and very frequently accompanied 
with paleness, sickness, and vomiting. The pain in the head 
is sometimes so severe that the patient sinks down pale, faint 
and exhausted ; or even experiences a severe shudder, or a 
slight convulsion. "When the calibre of the ruptured vessel is 
smaller, the sudden attack of pain in the head is accompanied 
by slight and transient confusion only, and the patient does 
not fall down. In either case he commonly recovers in a 
short time from these symptoms, becomes quite sensible, and 
is able to walk ; but the headache does not leave him, his 
pulse is apt to remain frequent and feeble, his face cadaverous 
and sunk, while his spirits are depressed, although he is quite 
conscious, and in full possession of his intellect. After this 
state has endured from a few minutes to several hours, or 
even more, the patient becomes heavy, forgetful, incoherent, 
and sinks into coma from which he never rouses again ; or his 
skin acquires some heat, his pulse improves in strength, his 
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face becomes flushed and his features turgid ; the oppression 
then increases rapidly, he answers questions slowly and 
heavily, and at last sinks into a profound stupor and coma. 
(Copeland and Watson.) 

This is the most fatal form of Apoplexy, and it is all-impor- 
tant to be fully aware of this, for, to an inexperienced eye 
these cases, at first, do not seem so terrible as those in which 
the patient falls down profoundly comatose from the commence- 
ment. The apparent amendment is fallacious, and apt to lead 
physicians and friends to indulge in hopes of recovery, soon 
to be dreadfully disappointed. A large quantity of blood is 
usually found extravasated in, or upon the brain. 

The primary management of these cases is very difficult to 
the allopathic physician; the violent pain in the head, the 
faintness, sickness, vomiting, the paleness and ghastliness of 
the face, the weakness, frequency or irregularity of the pulse 
cannot be treated with bloodletting, and dare not be met with 
stimulants, although the preparations of Ammonia are gene- 
rally relied upon. As by far the majority of patients soon 
rally from the first shock, and coagulation of blood with the 
formation of a clot is more apt to take place during the cold 
and faint stage, while fresh bleeding almost always occurs as 
soon as the circulation is restored, and reaction sets in, the 
physician should be bold enough not to be in too great a hurry 
to rally his patient. He should aid nature in forming a clot, 
and should first use styptic and blood-coagulating remedies, 
rather than stimulating ones. The principal astringents in 
use in old-school practice are : Acetic acid, Tannic acid, 
Elixir vitriol or Aromatic sulphuric acid, Alum, Catechu, 
Creosote, Chalk, Sulphate of Copper, Per-nitrate, and Muriate 
Tincture of Iron, Sulphate of Iron, Geranium maculatum, 
Logwood, Kino, Rhatany, Matico, Monesia, Acetate of Lead, 
Bistort, Oak bark, and Acetate of Zinc. Some of these, such 
as Plumbum, Cuprum, Ferrum, Zincum, &c, are more or 
less homoeopathic to some of the symptoms and forms of 
Apoplexy. But Millefolium has the highest homoeopathic 
reputation in controlling bleedings from various parts. I 
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believe that the use of styptics against haemorrhage of the 
brain has never before been so distinctly recommended as is 
here done, or will again be urged. 

A glance at the principal effects of a great outpouring of 
blood in, or on the brain, will still more forcibly impress us 
with the importance of checking the bleeding as rapidly as 
possible. 

Rokitansky says, that : Hemorrhagic Apoplexy consists in 
the pouring out of blood into the substance, or upon the sur- 
face of the brain, and a proportionate laceration, breaking 
down, contusion and compression of its substance. There are 
various grades of this process : 

(1.) A larger or smaller spot of white or grey cerebral 
substance becomes speckled or striped with a small number 
of dark red dots and streaks of extravasated blood (ecchymosis) ; 
the fibres of the brain are then generally separated, not 
entirely torn by the effusion of blood. The recovery of the 
patient should be perfect, although the symptoms may be 
severe, and some paralysis be present. 

(2.) These minute extravasations may be more numerous, 
lie closer . to one another, and some of them may have run 
together, so that some portions of the brain are uniformly 
suffused with red blood, are of a soft and pulpy consistence, 
and many of its fibres are broken into numerous shreds, and 
softened to a red pap. Recovery from this state of things is 
apt to be slow and imperfect. 

(3.) In consequence of the continuance or recurrence of the 
bleeding, a single small extravasation may increase rapidly, 
or by degrees, from the size of a poppy seed, tearing and 
separating the surrounding brain, until a large clot and cavity 
are formed. It is this process which old-school physicians 
are so anxious to prevent by means of prompt and copious 
bloodletting; but as it is very generally caused and aggra- 
vated by the existence of hypertrophy of the left ventricle of 
the heart, it is also very important for them to use Aconite, 
Digitalis or Yeratrum viride, to lessen the impulse of the 
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circulation ; and antiphlogistic styptics such as Acet. plumb., 
Alum, or Creosote to control the bleeding. 

Haemorrhage into the brain should be treated somewhat as 
the heemorrhagies of other organs are treated — no old-school 
physician would attempt to control bleeding of the rectum, 
uterus, bowels, stomach, or lungs without the aid of remedies 
more or less styptic, as well as antiphlogistic. In point of fact 
simple antiphlogistic treatment is next to useless, if not inju- 
rious. Copeman says, when there is a rupture of a bloodvessel 
in the head, and consequent extravasation of blood has already 
taken place, then the mischief is done, the blood is effused, 
and the system has received a great shock, which bloodletting 
will aggravate, while it cannot remove the extra vasated blood. 
But it may be said, that it will prevent farther extravasation 
by lessening the impetus of blood to the brain. But has it 
this effect? Do we not generally read that during the bleeding 
the pulse rose and became more free ? and may there not be 
some truth in the proposition that extravasation is promoted, 
rather than counteracted, by the greater thinness of the blood 
and its diminished tendency to coagulate, induced by large 
bleedings ? 

When the clot is large, the portions of the brain around it 
are stretched and torn, the segment of the brain containing it 
is enlarged, swollen and more or less altered in form, it may 
be forced outwards against the dura mater and skull, and 
inwards towards the oj)posite half of the brain ; the convolu- 
tions are driven close together, flattened, and diminished in 
size ; the structures at the base of the brain are flattened ; the 
opposite ventricle is narrowed, and its contents displaced ; and 
when a cavity of this size and kind opens into the ventricle, 
the opposite hemisphere also shares in the compression and 
enlargement. 

{a.) It is evident that hemorrhagic Apoplexy may prove 
fatal at once, suddenly and primarily {Apoplexie foudro- 
yante) ; or after short time, viz., in some hours, or a few days. 
Death results in such cases from the extensive destruction of 
the substance of the brain, and from pressure. This happens 
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especially when there are large central cavities of the size of 
a hen's egg, or somewhat smaller. 

Still more certainly fatal are larger extravasations which 
burst into the meshes of the pia mater without, or into the 
cavity of the ventricles within. 

In certain parts of the brain, again, such as the Pons variolii, 
Medulla oblongata, or Corpora quadrigemina, a cavity which 
is not absolutely of inordinate size, may prove fatal, on account 
of the greater vital importance of these parts. 

(b.) Apoplexy may prove fatal secondarily, after a shorter 
or longer interval of time, when reaction sets in, and the 
inflammation about the cavity and clot becomes excessive, or 
is followed by yellow softening of the brain. 

(c.) The first effect of extensive Apoplexy is a permanent 
loss of a portion of the cerebral mass. 

(d.) A very frequent, if -not invariable consequence of this 
is a manifest Apoplexy of other parts of the brain, extending 
to considerable distances in the direction of those fibres which 
are included in the original apoplectic spot. 

(e.) This Apoplexy, coupled with the subsequent diminution 
and closure of the apoplectic cavity, by the process of healing, 
gives rise to a corresponding amount of vacuum within the 
skull. 

(f.) This atrophy of the brain, when it is not associated 
with oedema of the brain, is constantly combined with Scle- 
rosis, i. e., induration, condensation, and leather-like toughness 
of the white substance ; it gives rise to premature marasmus 
of the brain, and early failure of its powers. 

(g.) The vacuum in the skull thus produced, leads to 
frequent congestions of the head, and consequent repetitions of 
apoplectic attacks, followed, or not, by acute or chronic 
oedema of the brain ; finally a varicose state of the cerebral 
vessels occurs in the neighborhood of the apoplectic clots, 
cyst, or cicatrices. 

Rokitansky, from whom all the above remarks have been 
borrowed, says that the hitherto unnoticed congestions, arising 
from the vacuum which attends atrophy of the brain, are of 
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the utmost importance. These, especially when combined 
with brittleness of the blood-vessels, are without doubt the 
cause of the frequency of Apoplexy in advanced life, and 
especially of its frequent recurrence in some cases. 

Hemorrhagic Apoplexy is generally supposed to depend 
upon the relative, or proportionate thinness, fragility, or debi- 
lity of the blood-vessels of the brain, as compared with the 
amount of blood circulating through the whole system, and 
especially of that which is thrown to the head by the action 
of a strong and vigorous heart, or active circulation. But it 
arises quite as frequently, from too great stress and ju'essure 
upon these fragile, thin, or weakened blood-vessels by a 
sluggish return of blood from the head into the general circu- 
lation ; and also, from such an actual and absolute degree of 
attenuation, brittleness, or weakness of the blood-vessels, that 
they are not able to withstand the ordinary pressure of the 
circulation under the usual, and more especially from any 
extraordinary exertion of body or mind. 

Under all circumstances hsemorrhagic Apoplexy will be 
most apt to occur in those localities where the blood-vessels 
of the brain and its membranes most abound. In the brain 
itself, the most vascular parts are : the Corpora striata, the 
Optic thalami, and their immediate neighbourhood ; hence it 
is to be expected that hsemorrhagic Apoplexy will, and does 
frequently happen in those parts. Of 386 cases of Cerebral- 
and Spinal-hsemorrhage collected by Andkal, no less than 
202 cases showed extravasation of blood in the hemispheres 
of the brain, on a level with these bodies, and at the same 
time in them ; in sixty-one other instances the Corpora striata 
alone were involved ; and the Optic thalami only, in thirty-five 
additional cases ; amounting in all to 298 cases out of 386. 
Of the remaining eighty-eight cases, out of the 386 ; the 
Cerebellum was the seat of haemorrhage in twenty-two, the 
Spinal marrow in eight, and all other parts of the brain in 
fifty-eight. 

It would be very natural to draw the inference, that the 
most common and frequent symptoms and phenomena of 
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hemorrhagic Apoplexy arise from the mutilation of these 
organs. Loss of motion and sensation are the most common 
phenomena of hemorrhagic Apoplexy, if we except more or 
less loss of consciousness ; paralysis of motion is far more 
frequent than loss of sensation ; paralysis of one side (Hemi- 
plegia) is far more frequent than paralysis of both sides ; 
paralysis of the arm is far more frequent than the same affec- 
tion of the leg ; and supposing the patient to recover wholly, 
or partially from hemiplegia, it is the leg, in nine cases out of 
ten, which recovers first and fastest, i. e., sooner and faster 
than the arm. In accordance with these pathological facts, 
we find : 1st, that haemorrhage into one side of the brain is 
much more common, than into both sides ; 2d, the Corpora 
striata are implanted on the motor tracts of the Crura cerebri, 
which descend into the pyramidal columns, and we have seen 
that extravasation of blood into the corpora striata is at least 
twice as frequent as with the optic thalami ; accounting per- 
haps for the greater frequency of loss of motion in Apoplexy, 
than loss of sensation ; 3d, the sensory tract of nerves may be 
traced upwards from the olivary columns until it spreads 
itself almost entirely through the substance of the thalamus ; 
moreover, the optic nerves and the peduncles of the olfactive 
may be shewn to have a distinct connection with the thalami ; 
the former by a direct passage of a portion of their root into 
these ganglia, and the latter through the medium of the 
Fornix ; hence we may regard the thalami opticii as the 
chief focus of the sensory nerves, and more especially as the 
chief ganglionic centre of the nerves of common sensation, 
which ascend to it from the medulla oblongata and spinal 
cord; we have already seen that the optic thalami are the 
seat of hemorrhage only one half as frequently as the corpora 
striata, and that loss of sensation occurs not nearly so fre- 
quently as loss of motion. Why paralysis of the arm is more 
frequent and obstinate than that of the leg, is still an enigma. 
Apoplexy of the Corpus striatum. Solly says, he believes 
it to be invariable fact that extravasation of blood into 
this body is followed by paralysis; and consequently that 
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there is no portion of the brain which pathology has so clearly 
indicated the function of, as the corpus striatum, in so far as 
its connection with the course, or production of voluntary 
motion is concerned. This fact was known as early as the 
times of Morgagni and "Willis. 

Apoplexy of the Optic thalami. Andkal says : although 
sensation is perhaps more frequently affected by haemorrhage 
into this part, than motion, still this body is not the only 
source or origin of sensation, for feeling may remain when it is 
diseased, and may be lost when other parts of the sensor tract 
are affected. Besides, we may add, that congestion of, or 
bleeding into one part may, and does cause sympathetic dis- 
order and compression of more or less remote parts, attended 
with corresponding symptoms. 

Apoplexy of the Medulla oblongata. The pouring out of 
blood into this part is more suddenly fatal than any other 
form of Apoplexy. This is the only variety that resembles, 
and is liable to be mistaken for death from disease of the 
heart. It fortunately is very rare, for the medulla oblongata 
is not very vascular, its blood-vessels are not very large, and 
they are well supported. Extravasation of blood takes place 
more frequently on its surface than into its substance, but this 
proves equally fatal, although not so very suddenly. The 
reason that this occurrence is so rapidly destructive to life, 
must be obvious to every physiologist ; for, it is from this 
centre that the nerves of respiration, and the muscles which 
they supply with nervous energy receive their power of action. 
Apoplexy of the medulla oblongata may take place secon- 
darily when blood is poured out primarily, either into the 
third ventricle, or from rupture of the vessels of the optic 
thalami, or corpora striata, and gradually finds its way down 
to the medulla oblongata. This is a very frequent termination 
of such cases under allopathic treatment. (Solly.) 

Apoplexy of the Pons varolii. When the pouring out of 
blood takes place first in the pons varolii, and secondarily into 
the medulla oblongata the symptoms are so characteristic that 
the lesion may be easily recognized by the practitioner. 
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Extravasation into the Pons produces paralysis of one or both 
limbs, according to its extent, but after the first effect of the 
effusion is over, it does not affect the intellect, because the 
brain proper is left intact ; but as the blood advances towards 
the medulla, the organs of respiration become affected ; first 
the muscles of respiration are unnaturally and irregularly 
stimulated, and the sensibility of the respiratory passages 
abnormally exalted, until the stage of excitement is succeeded 
by one of paralysis of the organs of respiration, and the 
patient dies suffocated. (Solly.) 

Apoplexy of the Crus cerebri. Extravasation into, or upon 
this organ, will produce paralysis of the limbs on the opposite 
side of the body, and often of the opposite eye, from its also 
affecting the optic eye. The intellect may remain clear as 
long as the brain itself is not involved. (Solly.) 

Apoplexy of the white, or tubular substance of the brain. 
In these cases, after the first effect of the extravasation is 
passed, the intellect remains intact, or only slightly disturbed, 
while decided paralysis of the side opposite the clot is present. 

Apoplexy of the Cerebellum. Disease of this part of the 
brain has, perhaps, excited more attention than its importance 
demands. Gall and Serres have assumed that erections, or 
seminal emissions in man, and discharges, sometimes of blood 
from the female organs, are the distinguishing signs of Apo- 
plexy of the cerebellum ; but there is as much proof to the 
contrary as in favor of this assumption, although Copeland 
suggests that effusion into that part more immediately con- 
nected with the medulla oblongata, occasions a partial 
asphyxia and stasis of blood in the lungs, and thus produces 
a state favorable to erections, &c. The cases of Apoplexy 
which take place during coitus, especially if there has been 
severe pain in the back of the head, followed by great vital 
depression, sickness or vomiting, convulsions, and general 
paralysis of sensation and motion, may with some certainty 
be predicted to depend upon disorder of the cerebellum. 

Apoplexy of the cerebellum is said to cause a more serious 
lesion of the functions of respiration and circulation, and to 
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be more dangerous than the same amount of disease in the 
brain itself. This seems quite probable, as it is in union with 
each segment of the great nervous centres upon which all the 
movements and sensations of the body depend, viz. : the 
anterolateral columns of the cord, and the anterior pyramids 
and olivary bodies, supplying all the anatomical conditions 
necessary for the development of acts of sensation and volition. 
It has even been assumed that the cerebellum is the regulator 
of all the voluntary movements, and the source of sensibility. 
(Copeland.) 

Although Apoplexy of the cerebellum, like that of the brain 
itself, generally produces paralysis of the side of the body 
opposite to the seat of the injury, yet Andral asserts that 
when haemorrhage into the cerebellum occurs simultaneously 
with that of the brain, or a little time after it, but so that the 
blood is effused on the right into the cerebellum and on the 
left into the brain, or vice versa, then there will be paralysis 
only on the side of the body opposite to the hemisphere of the 
brain where the bleeding has taken place ; i. e., on the same 
side as the extravasation of blood into the cerebellum. It is 
most interesting and extraordinary that the movements of the 
limbs of the right side should be abolished when there is an 
effusion of blood into the left side of the brain, while the 
effusion which takes place simultaneously into the right side 
of the cerebellum should no longer possess the power of para- 
lyzing the limbs of the left side. 

Ventricular Apoplexy. The symptoms of this form are 
not positively known, but the bleeding has been traced by 
Moegagni, De Haen, and Hufeland, to rupture of the vessels 
of the choroid plexus, in many of those cases in which the 
extravasation is confined to the ventricles of the brain, without 
being preceded by laceration of the surrounding cerebral 
substance. 

Aneurismal Apoplexy. Copeland says that small aneurisms 
in various parts of the cerebral vessels may form, and by their 
rupture occasion hemorrhagic Apoplexy. Serres relates 
cases in which rupture of an aneurism occurred in the basilar 
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artery, and in one of the small arteries of the circle of "Willis. 
Numerous other cases have been observed by Blane, Hodgson, 
Morgagni, Lieutaud and others, but especially by Bouillaud 
and Bright. Copeman, too, cites six or eight cases, one of 
which, viz. : case 102, occurred in a patient only 19 years of 
age ; case 32, aged only 21 ; case 43, aged 30 ; and case 2, 
aged 35. These ages are certainly younger than those in 
which aneurism is thought to be most common. 

Arterial Apoplexy. An immense number of cases of 
hemorrhagic Apoplexy arise from disease of the arteries of 
the brain, without aneurism ; in fact Copeland asserts that 
the most common causes of hemorrhage in the gradually 
increasing, or ingravescent Apoplexy, are : ossification, earthy, 
and atheromatous deposits in various places on the arteries, 
and a peculiar brittleness, or friability of the vessels of the 
brain. Copeman gives but few cases of this kind occurring 
in young persons ; still case 120 in his book happened in a 
person aged only 20 years ; case 202, aged 35 ; cases 12 and 
34, aged 40 ; case 80, aged 42 ; cases 109 and 119, aged 45 ; 
and case 190, aged 46. Six other cases happened in persons 
between 50 and 60 years of age ; five cases between 60 and 
70 years. 

Meningeal Apoplexy. This variety has been studied 
minutely and curiously by several physicians, especially by 
Pruss and Hewett. Pain in the head is said always to accom- 
pany it, and when the effusion of blood takes place slowly, the 
pain experienced is excessive ; it is excruciating, there being 
blood enough poured out to irritate the membranes of the brain 
and arouse their sensibility to the uttermost, but not enough 
to smother or paralyze the organs whose office it is to receive 
impressions, and recognize pain. At times this extreme 
suffering lasts for some or many days, but generally coma 
comes on rapidly, and relieves the patient. (Solly). 

Another of the most important occasional characteristics of 
meningeal Apoplexy is the intermission of the symptoms, and 
the consequent masking of the disease. Hewett had a case 
in the person of a lady, aged 65, who after having suffered 
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for several days with great mental excitement, was suddenly 
seized with violent pain confined to the right eyebrow, which 
lasted for two or three hours, and then disappeared. This 
pain continued for several days to recur twice in the 24 hours, 
presenting all the characters of brow-ague, and it was appa- 
rently relieved by quinine, but was succeeded by a train of 
low symptoms, accompanied by a brown tongue, wandering 
and impairment of the intellectual faculties, terminating in 
coma. This lady died in twelve days, without having had 
any paralysis, or contractions of the limbs ; a large quantity 
of blood was found extravasated into the cavity of the 
arachnoid. 

According to Day the premonitory symptoms of Apoplexy, 
such as headache, drowsiness, numbness, vertigo, &c, may or 
may not occur ; premonitions were only present in eighteen 
cases out of forty-one recorded by Bondel. Occasionally the 
attacks set in so rapidly and severely as to merit the expres- 
sive term of the French writers, Apoplexie foudroyante. 

Pkuss has endeavored to establish the diagnosis between 
sub-, and intra-nrachnoid Apoplexies. In the former, the 
bleeding, even if considerable, is followed by no paralysis of 
motion or sensation, when the blood is poured out by exha- 
lation, or from rupture of a vein; but when an artery is 
ruptured, paralysis sometimes occurs, owing to the greater 
impulse and shock with which the blood escapes. In intra- 
arachnoid Apoplexy paralysis of motion is very common, 
while paralysis of sensation is more rare. 

In s ub- arachnoid Apoplexy there is never a sudden loss of 
consciousness, whereas, in the latter there is. 

In the sub- arachnoid variety there is somnolence and coma, 
without headache, fever, dryness of the tongue, or delirium ; 
in the latter, all these symptoms are very apt to be present. 

In the former we are apt to find neither convulsions, con- 
traction or rigidity of the limbs; in the m^ra-arachnoid 
variety we generally have at least one of these phenomena. 

Sudden loss of consciousness and paralysis do not occur so 
frequently in meningeal Apoplexy, as in Apoplexy of the brain; 
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deviation of the mouth to one side, is also much less frequent ; 
while both forms of meningeal Apoplexy frequently assume 
an intermittent character, which is very rare in ordinary 
Apoplexy. 

It is sometimes impossible to distinguish it from softening 
of the brain. The duration of subarachnoid Apoplexy does 
not often exceed eight days ; while the mtfra-arachnoid variety 
may last for a month or longer, and then occasionally termi- 
nate in recovery. 

Treatment of Hemorrhagic Apoplexy. 
(Atheroma.) 

The preventive treatment of a very large number of cases 
of hemorrhagic Apoplexy will consist in the prevention of 
that disease of the arteries which leads to the formation and 
deposition of atheroma, and to ossification of the arteries. 
According to Rokitansky atheroma is formed, and poured 
out from the walls of the internal coat of the arteries ; at first 
it resembles coagulated albumen ; although it is generally 
associated with an arterial crasis of the blood, still, it is not 
the product of inflammation of the arteries ; it is rarely asso- 
ciated with tubercular disease of other organs; but is fre- 
quently coexistent with an excessive formation of fat in the 
whole body. Chemically, atheroma has been found to consist 
of a great number of cholesterine crystals, some oil globules, 
and of large, small, and very small molecules consisting of 
albumen, and salts of lime; this atheromatous mass often 
thickens and is transformed into a moist, soft, mortar-like 
substance, and finally into a granular, rough, stalactite-like 
lime concretion; another transformation of the deposit is 
ossification of parts of the walls of the arteries, which is very 
frequently preceded, and associated with fatty degeneration 
of the fibrous coat of the arteries. 

The homoeopathic treatment of atheroma has not yet been 
pointed out ; if there be a preceding arterial crasis, Ferrum, 
China, Natrum inuriat., Manganese, &c, would be homceo- 
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pathic ; if there be a strong tendency to the development of 
adipose tissue, Calc. c., Antim. crud., Kali c., Kali hydriod., 
&c, will be most indicated, although Chambers (see work on 
Corpulence) gives most striking results from the free use of 
Liquor potassae in excessive corpulence. "When atheromatous 
deposits are fairly formed upon the arteries, we must get rid 
of them as best we may ; we have already seen that they 
consist mainly of cholesterine crystals ; eholesterine is a white, 
crystallizable, fatty substance, somewhat like spermaceti, free 
from taste and odor, and composed almost entirely of carbon 
and hydrogen ; it may be obtained by a chemical process of 
no great complexity from the serum of the blood, and is 
conjectured by some physiologists to be altered Serolin, or 
the natural non-saponifiable fat of the serum ; one of its most 
striking characteristics is, that it is not affected by a solution 
of Caustic potash, and that concentrated Nitric, Muriatic, and 
Arsenious acid exert no chemical effect upon it. On the 
other hand, "Wagner found that four parts of soap solved in 
water would dissolve one part of cholesterine ; according to 
Simon it dissolves so freely in heated Holz-geist or Naphtha, 
that the solution appears crystalline when it cools; ether, 
the fatty oils, and turpentine also dissolve it ; but, the latter 
only in a moderate degree ; while it requires twelve parts of 
cold ether, to solve one part of cholesterine. As cholesterine 
exists in the normal brain and nerves in considerable quan- 
tities, and is a principal constituent of atheroma, we may 
readily infer that the arteries of the brain would often be 
found in an atheromatous condition. Again, Carpenter has 
suggested that one of the principal sources of bile is the con- 
tinual waste of nervous matter, which in some respect so 
nearly approximates to bile in its composition, that it is 
asserted by Fremt, that the peculiar acids of the brain may 
easily be detected in the liver; hence we may infer, the 
frequent practical connection of bilious derangements, with 
Apoplexy and atheroma. For want of better remedies 
against atheroma, it may be justifiable to use the chemical 
ones, above pointed out, viz. : Naphtha, Ether, Sapon. commun., 
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some of the fatty and volatile oils, and Terebinth. Turpen- 
tine is homoeopathic to some of the symptoms of Apoplexy, 
especially when attended with urinary troubles, and there is 
sudden dizziness with dimness of sight, stupefaction and deep 
sleep, from which the patient awakes confused and languid, 
and with reeling ; when there is dull headache with colic, 
aching pains in the whole head, going and coming, and 
attended with vomiting ; heavy oppressive pain over the left 
eye ; tearing headache on the right side for nine days, &c. 
If there were any provings on the healthy, with the other 
remedies, doubtless one or more of them could be shown to be 
homoeopathic to some of the varieties of Apoplexy. 

The albuminous condition of athemora in its first stages, 
may be treated with Merc, corr., Nitric acid, or Kali hydroid. ; 
the fatty degeneration of the fibrous coat of the arteries may 
be treated by, 1st, Calc, Caps., or Ferrum ; or 2d, by Ant. 
crud., Cuprum, Lycopod., Puis., Sulph., or other remedies. 
The calcareous and ossific deposits on the arteries, may be 
treated with Calc. c, Calc. phos., Silex, or especially by the 
Silicate of Potash, which was found so useful by Ure against 
the earthy, and tophaceous deposits of gout. 

When an absolute rupture of one of the arteries of the 
brain has taken place, after, or in connection with the ordi- 
nary symptomatic treatment, we must also depend much upon 
styptic, or anti-haemorrhagic remedies. This has already been 
alluded to before ; among the strictly homoeopathic remedies, 
Arnica, Millefolium, Ferrum acet., Plumbum, Acidum sulph., 
and others deserve most attention. 

FEBRILE AND INFLAMMATORY APOPLEXY. 

Apoplexy with bleeding into, or upon the brain may occur 
in consequence of an exudation from the capillary vessels, 
owing to a febrile excitement and inflammatory congestion. 
This mode of haemorrhage is indicated, apart from the febrile 
symptoms, by the gradual accession of the signs of Apoplexy ; 
if a blood-vessel had been ruptured, the fit would be more 
sudden and instantaneous. In fact, in some of these cases the 
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brain being already excited, resists the oppressive effect of the 
effused fluid longer than it would in its natural condition ; so 
that at first the symptoms of compression are not in proportion 
to the amount of the effusion. 

In febrile and inflammatory Apoplexy we always have 
increased heat of skin, and a febrile pulse ; while Apoplexy 
from haemorrhage is characterized by a slow pulse and 
diminished temperature. One of the most common causes of 
this form of Apoplexy, is extension of rheumatism of the 
muscles of the nape to the membranes of the brain; the 
muscles of the neck will then be found to be tense, swollen, 
and so tender to the touch that if but slightly pressed the 
patient's countenance expresses pain, he will often be roused 
from his unconscious state, and mutter loudly some unintelli- 
gible words ; he will hold his neck in a constrained position, 
and if we attempt to move his head or neck there is an 
expression of pain on the countenance, and the head returns 
at once to its unnatural position. (Neisser.) 

The treatment of febrile and inflammatory Apoplexy is so 
well known that it requires but few words to indicate it. 
Aconite, Belladonna, Bryonia, and Tart, emetic, are the most 
important remedies. 
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"Watson says, that a moderate quantity of serous fluid 
poured out rapidly during life will certainly occasion a degree 
of pressure adequate to the production of fatal coma — but 
how the serum comes to be so effused, it is not always so easy 
to say — yet there is one condition of the blood-vessels of the 
brain which, when it can be proved to exist in a given case, 
is sufficient to account for the effusion. Any real or virtual 
retardation of the blood in the cerebral veins would lead to 
what is tatamount to dropsy, there, as well as in any other 
part of the body. 

Solly assumes that serous Apoplexy is always more or less 
dependent on general debility, with local vascular excitement, 
and congestion of an asthenic character — for instance, a man 



SEROUS APOPLEXY. 177 

of intemperate habits gets a blow upon the head causing con- 
cussion ; if this is judiciously treated, he will recover in the 
course of a few days — but if he be bled largely from the arm, 
and purged freely the result will almost certainly be serous 
Apoplexy. But the most unequivocal cases of asthenic serous 
Apoplexy are those which occur from suppression of urine, 
the result of disease of the kidneys. Convulsions, and apo- 
plectic coma are among the most common fatal terminations 
of Bright's disease of the kidneys, especially in pregnant 
women. Whenever a pregnant woman has a bloated, or 
tumid state of the hands and face, the urine should always be 
tested for albumen ; if this be present, and a peculiar and 
intense pain in the forehead set in, especially if accompanied 
with a severe pain in the stomach, and vomiting of bile, puer- 
peral convulsions and Apoplexy will almost certainly set in. 

The attacks may perhaps be prevented by the timely use 
of Merc, corros., Nitric acid, Cantharides, or Kali hydroid. ; 
but if there be a great deficiency of urea in the urine, Col- 
chicum will also be required. If an attack fairly set in, 
Venesection and Opium are the most reliable remedies ; with 
them, only forty-two mothers were lost out of 152 cases, or 
rather more than one-fourth ; without them almost all die, 
except the cases of purely hysterical, or epileptic convulsions 
and Apoplexy. It is not a little singular that the majority of 
cases of puerperal convulsions and Apoplexy occur in prima- 
parae; thus, of thirty-six cases related by Dr. Merriman, 
twenty-eight were with first children ; of Dr. Ramsbotham's 
more than two-thirds were with first children ; and of Dr. 
Collins' thirty cases, twenty-nine were with first children. 
The majority of those women who suffer thus with their first 
child, are not particularly liable to a recurrence with their 
other children. 

Copeman gives several cases of serous Apoplexy especially 
when attended with more or less general dropsy, and Bright's 
disease of the kidneys, viz. : cases 57, 61, 63, 64, 65, 66, 87, 
101, 205, 229 and some others. Case 229 of Copeman's 
collection deserves to be reprinted here. A hearty woman, 
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aged 30, but somewhat dropsical, and near the full period of 
gestation, fell down suddenly; she instantly became insen- 
sible, with stertorous breathing, a hard vibrating pulse, and 
violent convulsions, which recurred paroxysmally. Delivery 
of the child occurred in a few hours, but the symptoms of 
Apoplexy remained unabated, until thirty drops of laudanum 
were given. The next morning the insensibility, stertorous 
breathing and convulsions returned, and remained after an 
injection, which had a proper effect, had been administered ; 
then twenty drops of laudanum were ordered every ten 
hours, until the symptoms should abate. At the end of the 
third day manifest advantage had been gained over the 
disease ; in four days recovery appeared certain, and it hap- 
pened accordingly. (Kirkland.) 

I claim the credit of being the first to point out a truly 
homoeopathic, and specifically curative remedy, viz. : Mercu- 
rius corrosivus, against one variety of Bright's disease of the 
kidneys (see Homoeopathic Examiner, new series, vol. 1, 
p. 285), as long ago as the year 1846. Besides the successful 
cases there recorded, I have heard of numerous other fortu- 
nate recoveries, both in our public allopathic medical institu- 
tions, and in private practice. It is well to add that Roki- 
tansky distinguishes no less than eight different varieties of 
Bright's disease; hence we require at least eight different 
remedies to cure all these varieties, and doubtless several 
more will be necessary to meet all the peculiarities of some 
cases. Of course Mercurius corrosivus will not cure all cases 
of Bright's disease ; some require Cantharides, others Nitric 
acid, or Hydriodate of Potash, or Copaiba ; while remedies 
for the remaining varieties have yet to be discovered. Marsh 
Marigold will probably cure some cases. (Peters.) 

NERVOUS APOPLEXY. 

"Wood says it is now generally admitted by old-school 
authorities that death may occur, even after, and perhaps in 
consequence of the most active treatment, with all the pheno- 
mena of Apoplexy, without leaving any observable lesion in 
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the brain. Such cases are denominated by some, nervous 
Apoplexy. He says they are rare, but the probability seems 
to him, to be, either that some slight phenomena of congestion 
have been overlooked, or that some of the blood-vessels of the 
brain have been violently distended, sufficient to press upon 
and paralyze the action of some of the nervous centres essen- 
tial to life, but have become emptied of blood before death, 
after the mischief has been produced. 

In fact, in hemorrhagic and congestive Apoplexies the 
symptoms are owing to distension, or compression and con- 
sequent paralysis of some portions of the brain. This para- 
lytic state of the brain may occur quite independently of any 
congestive trouble, and give rise to all the symptoms of 
Apoplexy. 

Copeland says, that the circulation of the brain is chiefly 
under the dominion of that portion of the sympathetic nerve 
which is ramified on its blood-vessels, and that an exhausted 
or morbidly depressed state of the influence which these 
nerves exert on the circulation and manifestations of the 
brain, particularly in dilating or congesting the capillaries 
and disposing to their rupture, is the principal cause of, and 
often constitutes the whole of the apoplectic seizure. From 
this it may be inferred that the proximate cause of a large 
proportion of the cases of Apoplexy, not excepting even those 
which are attended with retarded circulation and haemorrhage 
is here imputed primarily to the weakened condition of that 
part of the sympathetic nerve which supplies the blood-vessels 
of the brain, and the brain itself. 

Hence, the most important indication of treatment is to give 
tone and vigor to these nerves. Nux, Veratrum, Quinine, 
Arnica, &c, should be more useful than bloodletting. Hufe- 
land, in particular, considered Apoplexy frequently to pro- 
ceed from that state of the nervous power which he consi- 
dered defective. 

Cooke (see Burrows, p. 79) says, the opinion that Apoplexy 
is caused by an obstruction of the passage of the nervous fluid 
into the organs of sense and motion has been the favorite 
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hypothesis of physiologists, and seems more satisfactory than 
any other to explain the manner in which the exciting causes 
act in producing the symptoms of the disease. (Ibid. p. 80.) 
Abercrombie says, it is an important fact that Apoplexy 
has, by extensive observation, been ascertained to be fatal 
(under allopathic treatment) without any morbid appearance 
in the brain, or with appearances so slight as to be altogether 
inadequate to account for the disease. There is a modification 
of Apoplexy, depending on a cause of a temporary nature, 
without any real injury done to the substance of the brain ; 
and that the condition upon which this attack depends may 
be speedily removed, or it may be fatal without leaving any 
morbid appearance on the brain. Burserius relates instances 
of the kind, and quotes Yallisnieri, of Modena, who asserts 
that in several bodies of persons who had died of Apoplexy, 
to the great amazement of the dissectors, not the smallest 
injury was discoverable either in the membranes of the brain, 
or in the cortical or medullary part, or in the ventricles, or in 
the vessels, or in any other part of the head. Willis, Nicolai 
and Kortun, have seen such cases, and finally such distin- 
guished pathologists as G-risolle and Louis have met with 
them. Grisolle has reported a case in which the brain was 
examined into its most minute parts, and Yalleix saw in the 
service of Louis, a patient who after having succumbed in 
consequence of an attack of Apoplexy, attended with com- 
plete loss of consciousness and hemiplegia, did not present a 
single visible cerebral lesion, although the examination was 
most minute. Such cases as these should lead the dominant 
school to be more charitable and just in their judgments of 
homoeopathic physicians. If such a case should by chance 
happen to a homoeopathist, there would be no end of the 
contumely and reproach which would be heaped upon him, 
and his mode of practice ; but the very numerous fatal cases 
of this kind which happen under allopathic treatment, are 
very cavalierly ignored, or forgotten. 
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CARDIAC APOPLEXY, 

Or Apoplexy connected wit7i, or arising from preceding 
Organic disease of the heart. 

In every case of threatened or happened Apoplexy, it should 
be regarded as imperatively necessary for the physician not 
only to examine the pulse carefully, but also to investigate the 
condition and action of the heart. According to Burrowes, 
" simple hypertrophy of the left ventricle of the heart will 
cause an increased activity in the general circulation; the 
blood will be thrown to the head with more than usual force, 
and there will be a more rapid transit of the blood through 
the arteries of the brain. But, after a time, this constantly 
increased force of the left ventricle will have the effect of 
dilating the cerebral arteries, and thus of overcoming the 
healthy elasticity of their tunics. Congestions of the brain 
will now ensue, and the coats of the dilated vessels no longer 
protect the surrounding substance of the brain from the inor- 
dinate momentum of the blood propelled from the heart. 
Apoplectic coma is now very likely to occur from some 
sudden accidental increase of pressure of blood on the brain, 
or from rupture of an artery, and pouring out of blood into 
the brain. 

Hence, enlargement of the left ventricle of the heart must 
be admitted as a powerful predisposing, or even exciting 
cause of Apoplexy, and sudden paralysis. In 132 cases of 
Apoplexy collected by various authors, the heart was found 
diseased in no less than eighty-four instances, or sixty-three 
per cent. Andral, in twenty-five cases, found the heart diseased 
in fifteen ; Clendinning, in fifteen cases, out of twenty-eight ; 
Hope, in twenty -seven cases, out of thirty-nine ; Burrowes, in 
twenty-three cases, out of thirty-four ; Guillemin, in four cases 
out of six ; Rochoux, in four cases out of fourteen. 

But, simple enlargement is not the only disease of the heart 
apt to cause Apoplexy ; in Andral's fifteen cases, there was 
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valvular disease in eleven cases; in Burrow's twenty-three 
cases, there was valvular disease in sixteen. 

A careful examination of the state of the heart of an apo- 
plectic patient is much more necessary for the safety of one 
under allopathic treatment, than under the homoeopathic. 
For if the Mitral valve be diseased, and allow of regur- 
gitation from the left ventricle, then the small and irregular 
pulse so generally attending that state of the valves, will 
probably dissuade the allopathist from that free abstraction 
of blood, which the state of the brain seems to require, accord- 
ing to his mode of treatment. Again, if in another case of 
Apoplexy or paralysis, the Aortic valves be found diseased to 
the extent of not only obstructing the onward current of blood, 
but also of allowing regurgitation into the ventricles, there 
will probably be associated with this lesion, considerable 
enlargement of the left ventricle. Then we will find a full 
and vibrating, or thrilling pulse, but a pulse of increased 
action without real power, and hence a deceptive pulse ; and 
one which, if it be regarded without reference to the disease 
of the heart, would tempt the physician to a more copious 
abstraction of blood than will be called for by the general 
symptoms. (Burrowes.) 

It will be unnecessary to enter here upon the treatment of 
those affections of the heart which are attended with Apoplexy, 
because the treatment of Organic affections of the heart has 
been given minutely and completely by the translator in the 
Homoeopathic Examiner, vol. 2, (new series, 1847), and 
reprinted, both in Hull's Laurie's (Appendix), and in Hull's 
Laurie (new edition, 1853,) all published by Wm. Radde. 

BILIOUS APOPLEXY. 

Budd (see Treatise on Diseases of the Liver,) has made quite 
a large collection of fatal cases of jaundice, followed by deli- 
rium, coma, paralysis or convulsions. Rokitansky, however, 
was the first to call attention to this formidable disorder, 
under the name of acute yellow softening of the liver ; owing 
to his researches, the disease can now be readily detected 
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during life ; its course is acute, there is extreme pain in the 
region of the liver, which organ rapidly becomes extremely 
soft, and diminished in size ; this diminution of size can easily 
be recognized by means of careful percussion, and this diag- 
nostic sign is of very great importance, as in most other 
diseases in which jaundice occurs, the liver is generally 
enlarged. The prognosis in severe jaundice with decided 
diminution of the size of the liver, is much more serious than 
when the liver is enlarged. Until quite lately this form of 
disease was regarded as almost necessarily fatal, but now the 
patient may often be saved, even after he has fallen into a 
state bordering on apoplectic coma, the patient being unable 
to speak, with slow pulse, dilated pupils, and almost total loss 
of sensation and voluntary motion. 

Among the remedies homoeopathic to Apoplexy, Cuprum 
aceticum, and Phosphorus are also decidedly homoeopathic to 
profound bilious derangement and jaundice. According to 
Cheistison, Cuprum is homoeopathic to violent headache with 
vomiting, cutting pains in the bowels, cramps in the legs, and 
pains in the thighs ; he also mentions six or eight cases in 
which it proved homoeopathic to jaundice ; and others, in 
which it was found homoeopathic to convulsions, palsy, coma, 
and insensibility; others, again, in which the patient was 
insensible, with the jaws locked, the muscles rigid and fre- 
quently convulsed, the breathing interrupted, and the pulse 
small and slow ; one case in which there was convulsions and 
loss of consciousness followed by extraordinarily paralytic 
weakness of the arms and legs, and attended with congestion 
of the surface of the brain. 

Cheistison also gives a case in which Phosphorus proved 
homoeopathic to spasms, delirium and palsy of the left hand, 
the limbs being neuralgic, the intellect clouded, and the 
breathing stertorous, while the whole of the skin was gene- 
rally yellow. 
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GASTEIO APOPLEXY. 

A very large number of cases of Apoplexy occur after a 
full meal; a person predisposed to Apoplexy, either from 
plethora, or disease of the arteries of the brain, but especially 
when both are present, is very apt to be attacked with Apo- 
plexy, after a full meal. This is best illustrated by a case. 

A colored woman, aged about 50, and somewhat corpulent, 
after a hearty meal of meat, peas and rice, fell down in a 
state of insensibility, and soon expired. As soon as the skull 
was opened, a considerable collection of blood was found 
about the base of the brain, and large clots were discovered 
in its substance ; the arteries of the brain were rigid, much 
dilated, and studded over with numerous points of ossifi- 
cation ; the bleeding had taken place in consequence of a 
rupture of some of these arteries. On examining the stomach, 
that organ was found impacted with peas, rice, hominy and 
other articles of the individual's repast, to a degree to which 
it would scarcely be possible to believe could be borne with- 
out extreme suffering, and an extensive embarrassment of the 
functions of the whole of the associated organs. It was so 
distended as to encroach upon the intestines, compress the 
aorta, and the vessels given off by it in the epigastric region, 
press upon the plexus of nerves behind the stomach, and 
finally, force up the diaphragm upon the lungs so as to inter- 
rupt their play, and thus embarrass the function of respi- 
ration, thereby interrupting the passage of blood through 
them, and consequently impeding its return from the head. 
The blood being thus confined on the one hand to the vessels 
of the brain, by these causes, and driven upon it, on the other 
hand, by the pressure sustained by the aorta, which prevented 
the distribution of the usual quantity of blood to the lower 
part of the body, it is not to be wondered at, when the fragile 
state of the coats of the arteries of the brain is considered, that 
they should have been unable to sustain the pressure thus 
suddenly thrown upon them, and that they gave way under 
its influence. (Copeman.) 

The above is a fair exposition of one cause of a very large 
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number of cases of Apoplexy. The frequency of this occur- 
rence has given rise to the dispute among physicians as to 
the propriety of administering emetics in Apoplexy, or not. 
Copeman says, that the practice of giving emetics when the 
attack has succeeded a full meal, has not only been safe, but 
effectual; case 36 in his book, recovered from Apoplexy 
excited by eating cucumbers and whortleberries, after the 
action of an emetic ; also case 37 ; case 26, after vomiting 
some pints of foetid bile ; case 90, recovered after spontaneous 
vomiting set in. On the other hand, Watson says, that the 
treatment of Apoplexy with emetics is an extremely hazardous 
measure, which is almost sure to do harm if there is already 
any extravasation of blood. He merely mentions the practice 
to protest against it. 

Still, an overloaded stomach must be relieved from its 
excessive and often disgusting contents ; we have seen that it 
exerts an exceedingly injurious pressure upon various impor- 
tant organs, and obstructs the return circulation from the 
head ; it must be manifestly the height of folly to pu$ 
infinitesimal and delicate doses in a foul stomach ; hence, if 
emetics are injurious, what are we to do ? The bowels may 
evidently be fully emptied, thus leaving more room in the 
abdomen ; the whole quantity of blood may be reduced, if the 
patient be decidedly plethoric, and then the stomach may 
probably be evacuated, with safety and benefit; after the 
stomach has been thoroughly cleansed and purified, infinite- 
simal doses may be used. 

Dr. "W. Hering (see Brit. Jour, of Horn., July, 1852, p. 377) 
gives eight instances of apoplectic attacks arising from exces- 
sive or improper feeding ; in three cases, free vomiting was 
induced with great relief to the patient ; in three other cases, 
large draughts of hot water were used to relax the pyloric 
orifice of the stomach, and allow the offending substances to 
pass out of the stomach into the bowels, and be carried off by 
spontaneous diarrhoea. 

This may not be an improper place to speak of the use of 
cathartics in Apoplexy. Watson says, that " purgatives are 
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of signal service ; they empty the intestines, which are some- 
times loaded, and which by distending the abdomen have 
perhaps occasioned undue pressure against the diaphragm, 
embarrassed the breathing, and through it the circulation in 
the brain ; another very important purpose of hard purging, 
is the producing of copious watery discharges from the bowels, 
whereby the blood-vessels are drained, and the tendency of 
blood to the head especially relieved." 

I am sorry to say that in my experience, purging has had 
no such good effects ; in at least four cases of Apoplexy, 
previously treated by allopathic physicians and in several by 
myself, I have seen decided purging produce not only no 
good effect upon the patient, but render his condition one of 
great misery and filth to those around him, all the evacuations 
being necessarily passed in the bed, while the necessary 
attentions in cleansing and moving the patient have certainly 
aggravated a state which requires the utmost repose and 
quiet. Copeman even gives two cases, viz.: cases 193 and 
191, in which hypercatharsis seemed to bring on Apoplexy. 

"A foreman of a mill, strong and stout, was under the care 
of a physician for disorder of the liver, which was treated by 
mercury ; this produced a hypercatharsis so prodigious that 
he nearly became bereft of all power, and all pulse ; he rallied 
partially, but in twelve hours presented all the symptoms of 
cerebral Apoplexy; he was lethargic and flushed; notwith- 
standing the usual treatment, he went on into all the degrees 
of Apoplexy, and died in twelve hours more. 

A stout, unwieldy lady, aged 70, in her usual health in the 
morning, had taken a purgative, which produced a hyper- 
catharsis ; after the evacuations she was struck with Apoplexy. 
Copeman exclaims : Emptied vessels, with great debility, yet 
the blood determined fatally to the head !" 

West gives the case of a child attacked with diarrhoea, pro- 
ducing great exhaustion ; and while suffering from this affec- 
tion, he suddenly became comatose, cold and almost pulseless, 
and his breathing became so slow that he inspired only four 
or five times in a minute. In this state he lay for twenty- 
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four hours, and then died quietly. Nearly six ounces of dark 
coagulated blood were found in the cavity of the arachnoid. 
(See Lectures on Diseases of Infancy and Childhood, p. 54.) 

INFANTILE APOPLEXY. 

Alois Bednae, of the Vienna Foundling Hospital, met with 
thirty-seven cases of haemorrhage into the pia mater in the 
course of three years ; viz. : twenty-two times in boys, and 
fifteen times in girls. In the same space of time, he met with 
Apoplexy of the arachnoid, only fifteen times, viz. : in seven 
cases in boys, and in eight, in girls. Of the thirty-seven cases 
of Apoplexy of the pia mater, the bleeding was extensive in 
three cases only ; of the fifteen cases of arachnoid Apoplexy 
the disease was extensive in all but three cases. Bednae also 
met with sixteen cases of bleeding into the substance of the 
brain, viz. : eleven times in boys, and only five times in girls. 

The principal symptoms of bleeding into the cavity of the 
arachnoid membrane are : distension and pulsation of the 
anterior fontanelle, dimness of the cornea, clonic cramps, 
rigidity or paralysis of the limbs, sopor, coolness and blueness 
of the skin, slow beating of the heart and slow respiration. 
The age of the child, the recency of birth, and the course of 
the disease will aid the diagnosis. 

According to West all periods of childhood are not equally 
exposed to this accident, but it is oftenest met with imme- 
diately after birth. The head of the infant has been subjected 
to severe, and long-continued pressure ; immediately on its 
birth the course of the circulation is altogether changed, and 
should any difficulty occur in the establishment of the new 
function of respiration, a long time will elapse before the blood 
flows freely through its unaccustomed channels. The tumid 
scalp and livid face of many a still-born child point to one of 
its most important causes, since they are but the external 
signs of that extreme congestion of the vessels within the 
skull, that has at length ended in a fatal effusion of blood on 
the surface of the brain. 

There will be reason to fear that this occurrence has taken 
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place, if an infant when born, were to present great lividity 
of the surface, and especially of the face ; and if the heart 
were to beat feebly, and at long intervals, although the pulsa- 
tions of the cord were slow, or faint, or had altogether ceased. 
Death may take place without any effort at respiration being 
made, the beatings of the heart growing feebler and fewer till 
they entirely cease ; but at other times the child breathes irre- 
gularly, imperfectly, and at long intervals. The hands are 
generally clenched, and spasmodic twitchings are of frequent 
occurrence about the face ; or these twitchings may be more 
general, and more severe, and may amount almost to an 
attack of convulsions. (West.) 

Bleeding within in the skull in the new born infant takes 
place almost under the same circumstances that bleeding into 
the tissue of the scalp, or extravasation of blood between the 
bone and pericranium takes place {Cephalhoematoma). 

Infantile Apoplexy, though at no time so frequent as imme- 
diately after birth, may occur at any subsequent period of 
childhood, either under the influence of causes which favor 
congestion of the brain, or even independently of any cause 
that we can discover. 

"West, Legendre, Rilliet and Barthez, all concur in repre- 
senting its symptoms as exceedingly obscure ; paralysis was 
observed only twice in twenty-six cases of haemorrhage into 
the cavity of the arachnoid, owing probably to the pressure 
exerted on the brain being generally diffused over its surface, 
and being nowhere very considerable ; just enough, perhaps, 
to cause general dulness and torpor. On the other hand, the 
sudden occurrence of violent convulsions, and their frequent 
return, alternating with spasmodic contraction of the fingers 
and toes in the intervals appear, to "West, to be the most 
frequent indications of effusion of blood upon the surface of 
the brain. 

Both Bednar and "West lay some stress upon haemorrhage 
into the brain, in children, being connected with an altered 
state of the blood, and with disease or enlargement of the 
liver ; bilious symptoms are often present, the region of the 
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liver is often tender to touch, and the liver itself is sometimes 
found enlarged. West has met with only two instances of 
distinct extravasation of blood into the substance of the brain 
in older children ; one was in a little girl, aged 11 months ; the 
other also in a girl, but aged 11 years. 

secondary effects of apoplexy. 

Havino- made some remarks about the nature and treat- 
ment of the principal varieties of Apoplexy, it may not be 
out of place to refer to the precautions and remedies necessary 
for the after-effects of the disorder. 

A principal precaution is^ to prevent the patient from 
making any exertion for some time after the first effects of the 
attack have passed off. A very large number of lives have 
been lost from want of attention to this. In Copeman's 18th 
case, the patient, after being successfully treated, so that he 
became conscious, knew his friends and was able to walk with 
assistance from one bed to another, soon relapsed after this 
exertion, and finally died. In case 21, the patient had reco- 
vered sufficiently to walk across his room, when he cried out 
suddenly with pain in the head, fell down insensible, and died 
in thirty minutes. It will be useless to multiply cases to this 
effect ; Burrowes (see on Disorders of the Cerebral circulation, 
p. 146) has an excellent chapter on, and very instructive cases 
illustrative of the bad effects of premature exertions of body or 
mind after Apoplexy. 

In other cases, two or three days after the emergence 
from coma, we often observe the patient's face to become 
flushed, the scalp hot, a frowning or knitting of the brows, 
slight squinting, and complaint of pain on one side of the 
head. This pain is usually referred to the side opposite to 
the palsied limbs ; and if the patient be deprived of the power 
of expressing his sensations, his uneasiness is often indicated 
by the occasional movement of the sound hand to the fore- 
head ; at the same time the paralysed arm is perhaps observed 
to be occasionally drawn up to the face, or across the chest. 
This latter movement taking place after the fit, often gives 
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rise to the hope that the paralysis is not so complete as it was 
at first supposed to be ; but such movements are involuntary, 
and arise from commencing irritation and inflammation in the 
substance of the brain immediately around the extravasated 
blood. At the same time, the circulation becomes more active, 
the patient is thirsty, and is sometimes troubled with an oppres- 
sive heat of the skin. These symptoms, which are indicative 
of inflammatory action commencing around the clot of blood 
in the brain, should be met by the application of cold to the 
head, restricted diet, extreme quiet in the sick-room, and the 
nse of Aconite, and other antiphlogistic means and remedies. 
Simultaneously with the above-described train of symptoms, 
or soon after their appearance, the paralysed limbs are not 
uncommonly affected with involuntary movements, which 
usually consist of spasmodic contractions. The patient will 
also, most probably, complain of severe pains in the palsied 
limbs, of burning heat in them, so that he will long to plunge 
them into cold water ; the integuments of these limbs often 
feel hot, and are red and swollen. These pains in the para- 
lysed limbs often constitute a most striking feature in the 
after progress of a case of Apoplexy. At each visit of the 
medical attendant, the patient piteously demands something 
to alleviate his sufferings, which greatly interfere with his 
night's rest. These wearing pains are not confined to the 
integuments, but appear to pervade the deeper-seated {Darts, 
so that the periosteum of the bone of a palsied limb will 
become swollen and painful. In some cases these pains have 
appeared to be attributable to the continuance of irritation 
from the clot upon the brain ; in others, there is no evidence 
of irritation of the brain, but this painful state of the limbs 
seems to depend upon returning functions in the nerves, and 
partly upon the capillary circulation in the tissues of the limb 
not being duly regulated by the nervous system. These pains 
in palsied limbs are very analogous to those which are expe- 
rienced in a part when the circulation and animal temperature 
are returning to it after it has been benumbed by cold. Almost 
all local applications except Aconite are useless. It will some- 
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times happen that the redness and heat will subside, but the 
neuralgia remains. These cases are very distressing to witness, 
on account of the constant suffering which we cannot remove 
by allopathic treatment ; nevertheless, after the lapse of some 
time, weeks or months in different cases, the pains gradually 
disappear (Burrowes). Aconite, Nux and Yeratrum are impor- 
tant homoeopathic remedies against the irritative, inflam- 
matory, spasmodic and neuralgic affections, although Creosote, 
Phosphorus, Colocynth, Spigelia, and Ranunculus bulbosus 
may also be required. 

Another most important point in the after-treatment of 
hsemorrhagic Apoplexy is to aid nature in the removal of 
the clot ; old-school physicians generally depend upon the use 
of mercury, given so as to act as a purgative, and to slightly 
affect the gums, but not allowing it to produce salivation, 
which is always very distressing to the patient, whose powers 
of mastication and swallowing are already impaired by his 
disease. Kali hydriodicum would probably effect this object 
more promptly than Mercury, and might at the same time 
relieve the pains and swelling about the periosteum and 
bones, and consequent neuralgic pains. Arnica and Baryta 
also deserve attention. (J. C. Peters.) 
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Ruckert has furnished twenty-four cases of Apoplexy, treated 
and cured by means of homoeopathic remedies. I have added 
about thirty additional cases from Black, Simpson, Dunsford, 
Malaise, Beauvais and others. I have also thought it advis- 
able to include the cases of Congestive vertigo, collected by 
Ruckert, and those instances of "Affections of the Speech" 
which seem to depend upon some disorder in, or of the brain ; 
they are so closely allied to Apoplexy, or its premonitions, 
that I trust no excuse will be necessary for this liberty. 

Ruckert truly says, that quite favorable results have been 
obtained in these formidable disorders by homoeopathic treat- 
ment. He also assumes, that these not very numerous cases 
prove that, whenever life can be saved at all, it can be saved 
without the aid of exhausting bloodletting, and quotes Schu- 
bert, who asserts that whenever he bled his apoplectic patients, 
their disease and recovery progressed more slowly than when 
he omitted it. Schubert only found bloodletting useful when 
decided plethora, or full-bloodedness was present ; but always, 
found homoeopathic remedies useful, and even indispensable. 

Of Ruckert's cases he has assumed that fourteen cases were 
instances of sanguineous Apoplexy, while nine cases are 
assumed to be examples of nervous Apoplexy. 
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The remedies treated of by Kcckert, are : Aconite, Arnica, 
-Baryta, Belladonna, Coccnlus, Crotalus, Ipecac, Hyosciamus, 
Laurocerasus, Nux vomica, Opium and Phosphorus. 

Numerous notes and several additional articles have been 
added. (Peteks.) 

1. ACONITE. 

General Kemarks. — (a). [Fortunately, both old and new 
school physicians agree about the utility of Aconite, in the 
treatment of congestive and inflammatory affections of the 
brain, although they entertain almost diametrically opposite 
views about the general action of this remedy. Dr. Fleming, 
President of the Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh, thinks 
that it exerts a purely sedative action upon, and diminishes 
the flow of «arterial blood to the brain, acting in the same way 
as excessive loss of blood, between which and the action of 
Aconite, he says there exists a very strong analogy. On page 
30, he draws the inference that it is an advisable antiphlogistic 
in Apo23lexy, inflammation of the brain, or in any disease in 
which the circulation of the brain is excited, because it exerts 
a direct, sedative influence upon the vascular system, reducing 
more or less, according to the dose administered, the strength, 
volume and frequency of the pulse. He asserts that the pulse 
often falls to 60 per minute, and in some cases sinks to 48, 40 
and even 36. On page 36 he draws the inference that Aconite 
is a powerful antiphlogistic, and that it is calculated to be of 
great value in all cases where there is an inordinate activity 
of the circulation. (See Inquiry into the Physiological and 
Medicinal Properties of Aconitum najpellus. London, 1845.) 

A majority of the most able old-school writers on the 
Materia Medica, viz. : Pereira, "Wood and Bache, Taylor, 
Christison, Neligan and others, now agree with these views 
of Fleming ; but it should not be forgotten that Hahnemann 
pointed out the use of Aconite in congestive and inflammatory 
affections full fifty years ago. 

Many old-school writers now compare the action of Aconite 
on the circulation to that of Digitalis, Tobacco, Colchicum, 
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and Veratrnm viride, excepting that Aconite has also been 
found to act specifically on the skin, causing ready and pro- 
fuse perspiration, while Digitalis acts more decidedly on the 
kidneys, causing a free flow of limpid urine ; Tobacco acts 
more decidedly on the stomach and muscular system, causing 
great nausea and muscular debility, while Colchicum not only 
diminishes the action of the heart, but causes profuse flow of 
bile from the liver, and an increased excretion of urea from 
the blood and kidneys. Hence of late, various uses and 
combinations of these remedies have been proposed, in the 
dominant school, in congestive, comatose, febrile and inflam- 
matory affections. Colchicum has been more particularly 
recommended in cases of Apoplexy arising from or connected 
with bilious derangements, jaundice, or deficient secretion of 
bile ; but still more, especially by Dr. McLagan, of Edinburgh, 
in all cases of coma and Apoplexy connected with suppression 
of urine, presence of albumen and deficiency of urea in the 
urinary secretion ; in all cases in which albumen and urea 
appear to be vicarious, and where coma supervenes evidently 
from the accumulation of urea in the blood, viz. : in all cases 
of Bright's disease of the kidneys, and dropsy dependent 
thereon. The use of small or moderate doses of Aconite, 
Digitalis and Colchicum, promises ere long to usurp the place 
of profuse bloodletting, active purging, and other savage treat- 
ment in the dominant school.] (Peters.) 

(b). According to Kreussler, Aconite is decidedly indicated 
against sanguineous Apoplexy, and almost every other remedy 
must yield the priority to this, which generally affords the 
most speedy relief. Hence, he always gives it, even in cases 
in which he is somewhat undecided about the proper treat- 
ment, without being fearful if it does not afford relief, of not 
being able to make up the lost time by some other remedy ; 
still, he only waits a quarter of an hour for signs of improvement, 
which in the majority of cases become evident in the course 
of a few minutes. 

It is most indicated in the Apoplexies of persons who pre- 
sent the appearance of the apoplectic habit, or constitution ; 
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who have previously suffered with disease which can be traced 
to some affection of the vascular system ; or who have been 
attacked with Apoplexy in consequence of the suppression of 
accustomed haemorrhages. In these cases the head is apt to 
be hot, the carotids to beat violently, the skin to be warm, the 
pulse full, strong, hard, or labored, but not intermitting. 

(c). [Of all the narcotic remedies, Aconite is most homoeo- 
pathic to Apoplexy, as proven by the case of a young man 
who had incautiously chewed some seeds of this plant ; he was 
shortly afterwards seized with a sense of numbness of the face, 
soon followed by complete Apoplexy, complicated with para- 
lysis, from which he recovered with great difficulty, and with 
palsy of one side, with which he is still affected, now upwards 
of twelve months from the time of the attack.] Diet. Prat. 
Med., p. 92. (Peters.) 

(d). Aconite is most homoeopathic, when Apoplexy is 
attended with paralysis of sensation, rather than of motion ; 
according to Taylor, (see Medical Jurisprudence, p. 225,) 
it proved homoeopathic in one case to tremors of the muscles, 
a pricking sensation over the whole body, unconsciousness, 
followed by confusion of sight and intense headache, the skin 
being cold and clammy, the pulse slow and irregular, the 
breathing short and hurried. Also in another case, with : 
a sensation of swelling of the face, a general feeling of numb- 
ness and creeping of the skin, restlessness, dimness of sight 
and stupor, almost amounting to insensibility, arising from 
exhaustion, however, rather than from congestion ; followed 
by speechlessness, frothing at the nose and mouth, clenching 
of the hands and jaws ; the patient appearing occasionally as 
if dead, and then again reviving; cramps and tingling in 
the flesh succeeded, and he did not entirely recover for five 
weeks. Sir Benjamin Brodie found Aconite homoeopathic to 
staggering, excessive weakness, slow and laborious respiration, 
with slight convulsive twitches. Christison found it homoeo- 
pathic to a gradually-increasing paralysis of the muscles, 
which terminates in immobility of the chest and diaphragm, 
and consequent asphyxia. Pereira thought it most homoeo- 
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pathic to an extraordinary diminution of common sensation, 
evidenced by insensibility to pinching and pricking, there 
being a total absence of stupor. Dr. Fleming found it most 
homoeopathic to weakness and staggering, gradually increas- 
ing paralysis of the voluntary muscles, slowly increasing 
insensibility of the surface of the body, more or less blindness 
from excessive weakness of the eyes, with great contraction 
of the pupils, excessive languor of the pulse, and convulsive 
twitches. Fleming also infers decidedly, that Aconite is more 
homoeopathic to nervous paralysis and Apoplexy, than to 
sanguineous Apoplexy, as it does not occasion vascularity of 
any membrane to which it is applied; even the lips and 
tongue while burning and tingling from its topical action, do 
not show the least sign of redness or inflammation, and hence 
this peculiar effect is decidedly a nervous phenomenon. Fleming 
also found it homoeopathic to warmth in the stomach, nausea, 
numbness and tingling in the lips and cheeks, extending more 
or less over the rest of the body, diminution of the force and 
frequency of the pulse, which sometimes sinks to 40 in the 
minute, great muscular weakness, confusion of sight or abso- 
lute blindness. In very severe cases, there may be a sense of 
impending death, sometimes a slight delirium, and a want of 
power to execute what the will directs, but without any loss 
of consciousness. The warmth of the skin to which Aconite 
is homoeopathic, is a purely nervous warmth, being unat- 
tended with any elevation of temperature, vascularity of the 
skin, or acceleration of the pulse. It does not cause any true 
hypnotic effect, but merely drowsiness from excessive exhaus- 
tion, debility, or languor ; but by inducing serenity or dead- 
ening pain it may also predispose to sleep. 

According to Fleming, it is homoeopathic to extreme 
depression of the circulation ; also to an overwhelming 
depression of the nervous system, so severe that it may prove 
fatal in a few seconds, without arresting the action of the 
heart ; and finally to asphyxia, or arrestment of respiration, 
the result of a paralysis gradually pervading the whole mus- 
cular system, respiratory as well as voluntary. 
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Fleming also assumes that the least variable symj^toms to 
which it is homoeopathic, are : numbness, burning, and ting- 
ling in the mouth, throat and stomach ; then sickness, vomiting 
and pain in the pit of the stomach ; next general numbness, 
prickling, and impaired sensibility of the skin, impaired or 
annihilated sight ; deafness and vertigo ; also frothing at the 
mouth, constriction of the throat, false sensations of weight, 
and enlargement in various parts of the body; great muscular 
weakness and tremor, loss of voice, laborious breathing; 
distressing sense of sinking and impending death ; small, 
feeble, irregular, and gradually vanishing pulse ; cold, clammy 
sweats ; pale and bloodless features, together with a perfect 
possession of the mental faculties, and no tendency to stupor 
or drowsiness. Slight spasmodic twitches of the muscles may 
be present, and probably depend, as Dr. Fleming suggests, on 
venous congestion, the result of incomplete asphyxia. Stupor 
and apoplectic insensibility do not always preclude the use of 
Aconite, when they arise from the same kind of venous con- 
gestion above alluded to, but there is every reason to believe 
that it is more homoeopathic to extreme nervous depression 
and faintness, than to the stupor and coma, for which they 
are often mistaken. 

Peeetra found Aconite homoeopathic to burning and numb- 
ness in the lips, mouth and throat, extending to the stomach, 
and followed by vomiting; when the extremities became cold, 
the lips blue, the eyes glaring and the 'head covered with cold 
sweat ; provided there was no spasm or convulsion, but some 
tremor; no delirium, stupor or loss of consciousness, but 
violent headache. In another case he found it homoeopathic 
to such weakness and stiffness of the limbs that the patient 
was unable to stand ; could utter only unintelligible sounds, 
but had no spasms or convulsions. He experienced a strange 
sensation of numbness in the hands, arms, legs, diminution of 
sensibility over the whole skin, especially of the face and 
throat, where the sense of touch was almost extinguished ; 
some dimness of vision, giddiness, and at times an approach 
to loss of consciousness, but no delirium, sleepiness or deafness. 
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In another case, Mr. Shervin found Aconite homoeopathic to 
sensation of swelling of the face and contraction of the throat ; 
the patient was nearly blind, and excessively feeble, but did 
not lose her consciousness ; although her eyes were fixed and 
protruded, the pupils contracted, the jaws stiff, face livid, 
whole body cold, pulse imperceptible, heart's action feeble 
and fluttering, and breathing short and laborious, yet she 
was at all times so sensible, as to be able to speak about her 
condition. Pereira, and Perrin, of Bordeaux, found it 
homoeopathic to pungent pains in the limbs, cold sweating, 
anxiety, extreme general prostration, great slowness and 
irregularity of the pulse, convulsions and congestion of the 
whole venous system. 

Ballardini found it homoeopathic to great injection of the 
pia mater and arachnoid membranes {congestive Apoplexy); 
much serous effusion under the arachnoid, and in the base of 
the skull [serous Apoplexy); and to considerable engorgement 
of the lungs with blood [pulmonary Apoplexy). In Pereira's 
case it proved homoeopathic to venous congestion of the head 
and chest ; the lungs in particular being much gorged with 
blood. Pallas, when the lungs were dense, dark and gorged 
with blood, and the vessels of the brain turgid. 

Of all the symptoms of Apoplexy, Aconite is most homoeo- 
pathic to great and general muscular debility and paralysis ; 
slowness of the pulse and failure of the circulation ; excessive 
numbness and tingling ; and to the severe pains in the bones, 
periosteum, and paralyzed parts which sometimes follow an 
attack of Apoplexy (see page 190). 

Aconite-general muscular debility, and paralysis. 

Aetius and Avicenna report, swooning and sinking together 
of the legs ; Richard, great weakness ; paralysis of one arm 
and leg ; Matthiolus, great powerlessness, paralysis of left 
arm and thigh, so that all power of moving them was lost, 
but left hand could be moved a little ; recovery of the use of 
the left side, but then the right became paralyzed ; this para- 
lysis was transient and affected each side alternately, thus 
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when the patient could lift the right arm, he conld not move 
the left, and vice versa, but finally he recovered the control 
of both arms. Bacon noticed such exhaustion of the strength 
that the patient was obliged to lie down ; weakness and un- 
steadiness of the joints, especially of the knees ; Baldriani : 
rapid prostration of strength in ten cases, with an unusual 
degree of exhaustion. Shervin : failure of the legs to such an 
extent that the patient fell down and had to be carried to bed. 
Pereira : trembling of the limbs, swooning. Devay : trem- 
bling of the legs so as to produce a peculiar, staggering gait. 
Pereira : excessive trembling, great weakness, yet with ability 
to walk until a few minutes before death, in one patient; 
while in another, the muscular debility was so great, that 
standing was impracticable ; in animals it weakens the mus- 
cular system so much as to cause staggering in walking. 
Hahnemann : weakness and instability of the ligaments of all 
the joints, unsteadiness of the knees, paralysis of the rectum 
and bladder, transient paralysis of the tongue, loss of power 
in the thighs, which prevents walking, paralytic weakness of 
the thighs and legs, with staggering and fear of falling ; in 
fact, many signs of paralysis of the lower portion of the spinal 
marrow, and of the pelvic nerves. Ahner : feeling of paralysis 
in the right forearm and hand while writing, disappearing 
after more active exercise of the limb, to return again when 
at rest. Hornburg : immediate trembling of the arms and 
hands. Ruckert : trembling of the hands, great lassitude of 
the limbs, while walking ; forty drops of the tincture produced 
such heaviness and weakness of the limbs, in a stout peasant 
girl that she was forced to lie down. Arneth : lameness and 
weakness of the left shoulder-joint, weakness of the knees, so 
that he could not stand straight, nor walk without his knees 
giving way (from forty drops of the tincture). Bohm : (from 
twenty drops), walking and talking tired him quickly ; he felt 
lassitude and feebleness. Gerstel : (from ten drops), unusual 
but transient weakness of the legs ; (from forty drops) per- 
sistent weakness of the feet, when going up stairs ; (from fifty 
drops) lassitude of the feet. Maschauer : (from fifteen drops) 
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great lassitude ; (from twenty drops) great general lassitude ; 
(from ten drops night and morning) feverish lassitude ; (from 
twenty drops) lassitude with chilliness; (from fifty drops) 
palpitation, with slow pulse, and such sudden loss of strength 
that he was unable to stand up ; (from sixty drops) excessive 
relaxation. Eeisinger : (from one hundred and twenty drops) 
leaden heaviness of the feet, while sitting or standing; (from 
one hundred and forty drops) tottering of the legs and leaden 
heaviness of the feet, so that he can scarcely move ; (from two 
hundred drops) leaden heaviness and relaxation of the limbs ; 
(from one hundred and sixty drops) extreme relaxation of the 
limbs, tottering of the knees, general debility, so that he was 
unfit to attend to his business ; anxious trembling. Trembling 
of the limbs. General relaxation. Relaxation of the arms and 
thighs. Relaxation and lassitude of all the limbs. Sudden 
prostration of strength. Paralytic stiffness of the outside of 
the right arm. Lassitude of the feet, especially while at rest. 
The feet refuse their office. Trembling of the legs. Sensation 
as if the ligaments of the joints had given away. Dierbacii : 
extraordinary sensation of weakness and lassitude. 

Aconite-failure of the circulation, has already been suffi- 
ciently alluded to. (See page 193.) 

Aconite-numbness and tingling. 

Brodie : singular numbness of the lips. Christison : numb- 
ness and prickling from chewing a single seed ; tingling in the 
jaws, extending subsequently over the whole body. Dun- 
glison : one or two grains of Aconitine to a drachm of alcohol 
or lard, if rubbed for a minute or two on the skin, causes heat 
and prickling, followed by a sense of numbness and constric- 
tion, as if a heavy weight were laid upon it, or as if the skin 
were drawn together by the powerful and involuntary con- 
traction of the muscles beneath ; this lasts from two to twelve 
hours or more. Dierbach: the leaves, roots and seeds if 
chewed, occasion a violent burning in the tongue and lips 
which lasts for many hours, and is attended with a peculiar 
feeling of numbness. Yogt: large doses excite a peculiar 
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sensation of numbness and heaviness in the stomach, pharynx 
tongue and neck. Bacon : Tingling heat in the tongue and 
jaws, which gradually extended farther, until it involved the 
whole body, especially the extremities. Shervin : piercing 
and prickling in the arms and fingers, then numbness in the 
shoulders, tongue and mouth, finally in the thighs and feet. 
Devay : Insensibility of the palms of the hands, so that deep 
pricks with a needle were not felt. Pereira : burning and 
numbness of the lips, mouth, and throat ; in another case : some 
burning and numbness of the lips, mouth and throat ; curious 
sensations of numbness in the hands, arms, legs ; sensibility of 
the body was greatly impaired, so that face and throat were 
almost insensible to touch. Taylor : burning in mouth, throat, 
oesophagus, and stomach, general feeling of numbness and 
creeping in the skin, tingling in the flesh. Pereira : Aconite 
destroys common sensation, without causing stupor : a dog 
under its influence will sometimes follow his owner around the 
room, recognize him by wagging his tail, and yet be totally 
insensible to pinching, pricking with needles, &c. ; in ten min- 
utes a dog has been rendered insensible to the pains caused by 
the introduction of pins into his legs, paws, body, tail, nose, 
&c. Hahnemann : Pricking sensation upon the tongue, and 
throat ; crawling sensation in the fingers, cheeks, and chest ; 
scrabbling in the chest as if from bugs ; crawling and itching 
of the skin. Homburg : Crawling and pricking on the left 
side of the head, as if caused by a hair brush ; crawling in 
the fingers, even while writing. Gerstel : (from twenty drops) 
Prickling and biting in the eyelids ; crawling in the cheeks ; 
pains in the left side, especially in the thigh and arm, which 
pass over into numbness ; minute piercing, drawing,. and prick- 
ling in the left upper and lower jaw, in the right molar teeth, 
in both shin-bones and arms, and especially in the left side of 
the nape. Prickling, pricking-burning sensations in the skin 
in various parts of the body, attended at times with a sense of 
heaviness, numbness, or swelling. Reisinger: (from five 
drops) slight crawling with sense of warmth in the left fin- 
gers ; (60 drops) prickling and burning upon the tongue ; (80 
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drops) numbness from the sacrum down to the legs, while sit- 
ting or standing ; it seemed as if his feet fell asleep, or as if an 
attractive power held them fast to the earth ; this feeling dis- 
appeared instantaneously while walking, but returned again 
as soon as he stood still, or sat down ; falling asleep of the right 
foot, while walking ; a sense of boiling and simmering through 
the body, as if the hands and feet would fall asleep ; (160 drops) 
a kind of numbness spread itself from the teeth, over the jaw- 
bones to the external angle of the eye, and then almost over 
the whole body; (from 108 drops) numbness of the lower 
limbs, especially of the feet, even while walking, so that he 
was often obliged to stand still, in order to get rid of this un- 
pleasant sensation by moving his feet to-and-fro. Watzke : 
sensations not unlike those produced by a pretty large electro- 
magnetic apparatus ; prickling in the forehead, back, sides of 
the chest, fingers, backs of the hands, and other j)arts of the 
body, as if he stood upon the isolating stool of an electrical 
machine, and sparks were drawn from him. Tickling in va- 
rious parts of the muscles, especially of the forearms, as if 
one held the conductors of an electrical apparatus in the 
hands. Zlatakovitch : Over the whole body a peculiar sen- 
sation, comparable with that felt when steam falls rapidly upon 
one in a steam-bath, and one feels the drops upon the skin ; 
crawling over the scalp ; falling asleep of the feet ; crawling 
and creeping (from 150 drops) over the whole body, attended 
with a troublesome rather than a violent chilly sensation, first 
in one place, then in another, but most marked in the arms 
and legs ; formication in the scalp, down the back, and over 
the arms and thighs-; numbness of the fingers and toes ; (from 
170 drops) creeping and crawling in the skin, over the whole 
body, and at the roots of the hair ; a constant crawling and 
creeping, especially in the right leg, with the sensation at 
times, as if .the cuticle were separated from the true skin by 
a thin layer; (from 200 drops) chilliness and formication, es- 
pecially between the shoulders and down the back, increased 
by motion ; numbness and coldness of the fingers and toes ; 
the scalp feels as if swollen and numb ; creeping and crawling 
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again over the whole skin ; creeping and biting over the whole 
skin, first here then there, as if from fleas. 

Aconite-nervous, and -rheumatic pains. 

Yogi (see Materia Medica) says : After great restlessness 
comes relaxation, diminution of pulse and heart-beats, the head 
becomes confused, and often very painful, the face puffed up 
and livid, while pains set in, in the limbs, especially pains in 
the bones and joints. Sobeenheim (see Materia Medica) says : 
It causes painful sensations in the bones and joints, which 
disappear after the breaking out of a profuse sweat and abun- 
dant flow of urine, and adds that it differs from Conium by its 
more prominent action on the fibrous system, as is evident 
from the bone- and joint-pains which it causes. Harnisch : 
It causes painfulness and trembling of the limbs, especially of 
the legs, and the patient suffers from the most violent pains 
in the bones and joints. Kuttner : General painfulness of all 
the joints not unfrequently arises, after the use of large doses 
of Aconite. Claudius Richard's case of poisoning, is proba- 
bly the source of the above old-school writer's information, he 
says when the delirium passed away, the patient complained 
of pain in the stomach and head, in the jaws, chest, and here 
and there in the joints ; after the lapse of seven hours, all his 
joints were painful. Matthiolus, noticed such violent pains 
in the jaws, that the patient held fast to them in the fear that 
they would drop off. Pereira : trembling and formication in 
the limbs, attended with piercing pains. Hahnemann : aching 
compressing pain in the sides of the chest ; pain as if bruised 
in the sacro-lumbar joint ; rheumatic pain in the nape, only 
felt when moving the head; drawing piercing pain in the bones 
of the forearm, piercing pain in the right side. Ahner : 
violent piercing, boring pain for two hours along the whole 
left side of the spine down to the sacrum, so much increased 
by inspiration, that it repeatedly forced tears from him (rheu- 
matism of the spinal muscles or ligaments). Dr. Gerstel says 
that the most of the pains experienced by Ahner, were of a 
piercing-boring character, which points to an affection of the 
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periosteum, or of the fibrous aponeuroses of the muscles ; the 
rending and drawing pains are probably seated in the muscles 
themselves. Wahle : burning, biting pain in the right side 
of the spine ; aching pains to the left of the cervical vertebrae. 
Arneth : (from 40 drops of tincture) ; pain and sense of 
shortening in both tendo-achilles lasting for twenty days, pre- 
venting the free use of the feet, and depending according to 
Dr. Gerstel, upon a slight inflammation of the tendons. 
Gekstel : (from eight drops,) Bruised feeling in the nape, 
when moved, especially in the evening and at night ; (from 
10 drops) pain in the nape again ; (from 16 drops) same pain 
in the nape again) ; (from 40 drops) pain in the nape during 
the whole day ; sensation of swelling of the whole body, es- 
pecially of the left side, attended with various pains, such as 
bruised feeling in the muscles, bruised or aching sensation in 
the bones, first in one, then in another rib, then in the left 
arm ; pain in the bones around the ear ; constant penetrating 
piercing about the left wrist ; constant pressing pain in the 
left shoulder, in connection with a drawing, and numb feeling 
in the left side of the occiput, and in the posterior surface of 
the left arm, followed at a later period by a bruised feeling in 
these parts, especially in the arm (from 40 drops) ; drawing 
pain in the right side of the nape. Wachte : (from 20 drops) 
bruised pain in the sacrum ; stiffness, with bruised pain in the 
left side of the neck, extending beyond the left shoulder-joint 
to a portion of the back, aggravated when in bed, and lying 
down, relieved in the free air, and by motion, lasting three 
days, alternating at times with similar feelings in the arms 
and legs, then suddenly returning to its original seat in the 
back, (this reminds one of wandering rheumatism, or spinal 
-irritation). Wurstl, it is a little remarkable, although pre- 
disposed to rheumatic affections, experienced none while using 
Aconite, though he took it in divided doses, for six months. 
The homoeopathicity of Aconite to numbness, paralysis, and 
the severe pains which often attend apoplexy has been made 
abundantlv evident. Peters. 
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CASE 1. — A maiden, aged 20, of blooming health but 
apoplectic habit, being extremely plethoric, although subject 
to profuse menstruation, was attacked with Apoplexy after 
sudden fright and vexation. 

Symptoms. — She fell down in a death-like state; her 
breathing was slow and stertorous ; her face andbody corpse- 
like, marbled with livid and violet spots ; her pulse could not 
be felt ; her heart beat slowly and tremblingly ; her pupils 
were insensible to light ; urine was passed involuntarily, and 
her limbs were cold and stiff. 

Treatment and result. — Aconite, 1st dilut., cold applications 
to the head, and dry, warm clothes to the body and limbs. 
After taking five doses of Aconite, 1st dibit., one dose every 
quarter of an hour, she gave signs of life ; then Aconite was 
given every one, or one and a half hour, and at the end of 
eight hours life and consciousness were restored, but the 
whole left side was paralyzed, the left arm and foot being cold 
and incapable of making the slightest movement ; her speech 
was stuttering ; her tongue was drawn to the right side, when 
it was put out ; she was deaf in the left ear, and had roaring 
noises in it, and in the whole head ; the lips of the left side 
scarcely moved in breathing ; the breasts were cold to touch, 
and retained the impression of the finger. 

One drop of Aconite, 3d dilut., was now given every two 
hours, and in the course of thirty hours her whole condition 
was inrproved, with the exception of the loud roaring in the 
head, and the paralysis of the limbs. 

Opium, 1st dilut., was given in drop doses every six hours, 
and on the fourth day of the disease the congestion of blood 
to the head was relieved, her speech could be understood, the 
tongue could be put out in a straight line, and she began to 
move her limbs. Opium 6, one dose every twelve hours, 
enabled her to leave her bed on the sixth day. Arnica 3, 
one drop daily, removed a remaining swelling of the left foot 
and paralytic weakness of the knee, in the course of ten days. 
— Gen. Horn. Journal, vol. 1, p. 66. (Sturm.) 
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CASE 2.— A robust man, aged 64, with short neck and 
broad shoulders, much given to excesses with wine and 
women, was attacked with sanguineous Apoplexy, with all 
the signs of departing life. 

After the use of Aconite, 1st dilut., one drop every hour, 
signs of returning animation ensued ; then Aconite 3, every 
three hours, and cold applications to the head were used with 
such good effect, that in twelve hours consciousness was 
entirely restored, with warmth of the body, mobility of the 
upper limbs, but paralysis of the lower, and also of the bladder 
and rectum. He complained of great pain in the loins and 
back. Kux vom., 6th dilut., followed by the 15th dilut., 
repeated every twelve or twenty-four hours, restored him 
perfectly in ten days. — Ibid., p. 67. (Sturm.) 

CASE 3.* — A lady of full habit of body, laboring under 
well-marked enlargement of the heart, was very subject to 
congestion of the head ; for this she had always been cupped 
and purged, and such attacks were apt to occur three or four 
times a year. She derived some benefit from my prescriptions, 
as regarded the heart ; but when one of these attacks threat- 
ened her, her confidence was much shaken, and with difficulty 
her scruples in favor of cupping were overcome. The attacks 
came on with sensation of great fulness and heat in the back 
of the head, giddiness, stiffness of the nape of the neck, roaring 
noises in the ears, flushing of the face, and full, bounding pulse. 

Treatment. — Aconite, 3d dilut., for a few hours, followed 
by Belladonna, speedily gave relief; in some attacks Lachesis 
was more useful than Bellad. — Brit. Jour. Horn., vol. 5, p. 49. 
Dr. Black. 

CASE 4.* — A commercial traveller, aged 35, with short 
neck and stout body, had returned the night before from one 
of his circuits, and had for some days previously indulged in 
eating and drinking too much, although not habitually intem- 
perate. His breathing was so stertorous through the night as 
to alarm his wife ; he was unable to stand or sit up, his eyes 
were prominent, his face turgid, and of a sub-purple color ; 
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he complained of great fulness in his head, of dimness of 
sight, and giddiness ; his pulse was slow and labored, he was 
aroused with difficulty to answer a few questions, his breath- 
ing was oppressed, in fact an apoplectic seizure seemed most 
imminent. I bared his left arm to look at his veins, it being 
my opinion that he must lose blood ; but I then observed on 
his wrist an immense malignant carbuncle, very much raised 
above the surface, blue and turgid. The sight of this made 
me pause ; the carbuncle, according to allopathic treatment, 
required generous diet, bark, &c, while the threatened Apo- 
plexy demanded the lancet ; I gave him Aconite, 3d dilut., a 
dose every hour, and in a few hours I was sure that the danger 
was over, for his eyes were less fixed and prominent, his face 
had a more natural expression, the breathing was greatly 
relieved, and the pulse more free. The Aconite was continued 
with directions to take it only every two hours, if he should 
improve much. The next day the danger of Apoplexy had 
passed away, but the tumor on the wrist seemed gangrenous, 
and a deep slough was to be expected. He took Aconite and 
Lachesis, 7th dilution, alternately every two hours ; on the 
second day his pulse and breathing were natural, he had slept 
calmly, the carbuncle had improved, as it had shrunk consi- 
derably, and was now of a pale brown color. On the seventh 
day he was able to go out, as there was only a healthy-looking 
circular sore of the size of a shilling on his wrist, and that 
healed perfectly in a few days more. — Brit. Jour. Horn., vol. 5, 
p. 50. Dr. Chapman. 

CASE 5. - — A lady, aged 30, in delicate health, from strong 
mental excitement was suddenly seized with dizziness, and 
confusion of thought, but shortly afterwards recovered so far, 
as to be able to converse ; in the course of two hours more, 
however, she fell into a state of stupor, which gradually 
became confirmed, and in which she continued for nearly a 
fortnight, during which period she frequently had severe con- 
vulsive paroxysms, which affected only the left side of the 
body, the right being completely paralyzed. I had almost 
relinquished hope in this case, but homoeopathy triumphed 
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over the disease, although the constitution of the patient was- 
exceedingly delicate. 

Treatment and result.— Under the use of Aconite, Bellad., 
Ipecac, and Cocculus, the patient gradually recovered her 
faculties ; and although the paralyzed limbs were not imme- 
diately restored, yet in about three months afterwards almost 
every trace of this most serious illness had disappeared.— 

DUNSFOKD, p. 108. 

CASE 6 .*— W. D., aged 31, stout built, florid complexion, 
works at a furnace, but is very temperate ; has been liable to 
dizziness off and on for years, and has been bled for it ; has 
now been suffering for a month, and is forced to leave his 
work. 

Symptoms. — He complains of a hard, thumping, plunging 
pain in the head, attended with dizziness and swimming ; he 
is worse on lying down, when everything seems to run around, 
and he sees sparks flying before his eyes ; his sleep is dis- 
turbed and unrefreshing ; his appetite very bad ; pulse not 
much accelerated. 

Treatment and result. — Aconite 2, directly, and repeated 
three times a day ; followed by Bellad. 12, in 6 hours. On 
the third day he was better, but still felt badly when lying 
down, especially on waking from sleep ; his pain was now 
chiefly in the back of his head. Took Bryonia, three times a 
day, and in three days more was much improved, had slept 
soundly for three nights, no dizziness or swimming, eye-sight 
clearer, but still felt very weak, and had no appetite. China 
3, once a day ; in two days more felt stronger, appetite was 
good and head seemed right ; was quite restored in three days 
more. — Yeldham, p. 176. 

CASE 7. — A man, aged 40, light blond, but with much 
color ; healthy, but formerly accustomed to be bled, had not 
been bled for four years. 

Symptoms. — Had suffered for four weeks with attacks of 
general heat, with redness of the face, perspiration, and violent 
dizziness, so that he was obliged to sit down ; lasting for two 
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hours at a time. Latterly, he has had two such attacks, 
attended with vomiting, and great weakness ; his walk was 
unsteady and slow. 

Treatment. — After taking six doses of Aconite, 3d dilut., 
one drop night and morning, he was entirely restored. — 
Gen. Horn. Jour., vol. 32, p. 228. Dr. Lemke. 

CASE 8. — A young man of apoplectic habit, suffered from 
frequently-returning attacks of dizziness, with roaring in the 
head ; he was often affected with transient loss of conscious- 
ness, and was obliged to hold on to something to prevent his 
falling. 

Aconite, 3d dilut., one drop per dose, daily, cured him 
entirely. — Hygea, vol. 5, p. 102. Dr. Schkoen. 

CASE 9. — A lady, aged 43, was attacked with vertigo, 
after a fright, recurring whenever she attempted to rise, with 
great anxiety, and feeling as if she would die, so that she was 
obliged to lie down again. After the fright she had a feeling 
of turning in the stomach, ascending up into the head, and 
attended with trembling, faintness, and dizziness. 

Treatment. — Aconite, 15th dilut., followed by two doses of 
Opium, 9th dilut., relieved her entirely. — Annals, vol. 1, p. 72. 
Bethmann. 

Dose. The 1st dilution was used successfully in two instances ; the 
2d dilution in one case; the 3d dilution, in six instances; the 15th 
in one case, while Dr. Kreussler prefers the 15th or 18th. The very 
high dilutions do not seem to have been trusted to in any case, of so 
severe a disease as Apoplexy. Noack prefers 1 or 2 drop doses of the 
2d dilution every half, one, two, or four hours. In very acute and severe 
cases, 3 or 5 drops of the tincture, or of any of the above dilutions 
which may be preferred, may be put in a tumbler half full of water, and 
a dessert- or tablespoonful given every five, ten, or fifteen minutes in 
very urgent cases, or every half, one, or two hours, in less dangerous 
attacks. Or, six globules may be dissolved in a wine-glassful of water, 
and one teaspoonful given as often as above recommended ; or two or 
three globules may be given dry upon the tongue, at the same intervals 
of time. It is rarely used in chronic cases. Peters. 
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2. AGARICUS.'* 

General Kemarks.— [Dr. Black suggests Agaricus as 
homoeopathic to some varieties of Apoplexy, because the 
proving of Agaricus muscarius, by Hahnemann shows symp- 
toms approaching to those of complete Apoplexy. 

A man who ate of Agaricus campanulatus, mistaking it 
for A. campestris, was suddenly seized ten minutes after com- 
mencing his repast, with dimness of vision, giddiness, debility, 
trembling, and loss of recollection. In a short time he reco- 
vered so far as to be able to go in search of assistance ; but he 
had hardly walked 250 yards when his memory again failed 
him, and he lost his way. His countenance expressed anxiety, 
he reeled about, and could hardly articulate ; his pulse was 
slow and feeble ; he soon became so drowsy that he could be 
kept awake only by constant dragging ; an emetic was admi- 
nistered and the stupor gradually went off. — Brit. Jour. Horn., 
vol. 5, p. 54. 

A remarkable set of cases of pure narcotism has been related 
by Dr. Peddie. In half an hour after eating Agaricus pro- 
cerus^ an elderly man, and a boy of 13, were attacked with 
giddiness, and staggering as if they were intoxicated ; in an 
hour they became insensible, the man indeed so much so, that 
for some time -he could not be roused by any means; when 
sensibility was in some degree restored by means of emetics 
and powerful stimulants, occasional convulsive spasms ensued, 
and afterwards furious delirium, attended with frantic cries 
and vehement resistance to remedies, all followed by a state 
like delirium tremens. The pupils were at first much con- 
tracted, afterwards considerably dilated as sensibility returned; 
and in the boy, contracted while he lay torpid, but dilated 
when he was roused. In neither instance was pain felt at any 
time. Another boy, who took a small quantity only, had no 
other symptoms but giddiness, drowsiness, and debility. 

A singular form of the narcotic effects occurred in the case 
of a boy of 14, who had eaten of the Agaricus panterinus, near 
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Bologna. In the course of two hours he was seized with deli- 
rium, a maniacal disposition to rove, and some convulsive 
movements ; ere long these symptoms were succeeded by a 
state resembling coma in every way, except that he looked as 
if he understood what was going on, and in point of fact, he 
really did so. 

The Amanita citrina caused vomiting, followed by^ deep 
sopor, in a lady, servant, and one child ; her other children 
became profoundly lethargic, and comatose. 

The effects of the small mouse-colored, conical fungus, 
called paddock stool, or Hypophyllum sanguineum, are still 
more peculiar ; it is homoeopathic to convulsions, as well as 
sopor ; in a family of six persons, four of whom were chil- 
dren, it caused pain in the pit of the stomach, a sense of im- 
pending suffocation, and violent efforts to vomit ; which symp- 
toms did not commence, in any case, under twelve hours after 
partaking of it, in one not till twenty hours, and in another, 
not till thirty hours. One child had acute pain in the belly, 
which soon swelled enormously; afterwards he fell into a 
lethargic sleep, but continued to cry ; in twenty-four hours the 
limb became affected with permanent spasms, and convulsive 
fits, followed by a tetanic state. Another child, aged 10 years, 
had convulsions of still greater violence. The mother had 
frequent bloody stools, and vomiting, her skin became yellow, 
the muscles of the abdomen were contracted so spasmodically, 
that the navel was drawn towards the spine ; profound lethargy, 
and general coldness supervened. A third child had tremb- 
ling, delirium, and convulsions. The father had a severe at- 
tack of dysentery for three days, and remained speechless for 

five days. 

A striking circumstance, in relation to the effects of these 
fungi, is the great durability of the symptoms ; even the 
purely narcotic effects have been known to last over two days ; 
a deep lethargy may prevail for fifty-two hours. 

In five cases, mushrooms produced a kind of tertian fever 
and the formation of abcesses, which discharged a thin, ill 
conditioned pus, and passed rapidly into spreading gangrene. 
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Pathological appearances : Lividity of the body, very great 
fluidity of the blood, abdomen distended with fetid air, exces- 
sive enlargement of the liver, congestion of the lungs, vessels 
of the brain very turgid. 

The Agaricus muscarius is homoeopathic to enormous dis- 
tension of the sinuses of the dura mater, as well as the arteries 
with blood ; scarlet color of the arachnoid and pia mater ; 
excessive engorgement of the vessels of the membrame be- 
tween the convolutions of the brain, together with the Plexus 
choroides ; redness of the substance of the brain ; clot of 
blood as big as a bean in the cerebellum. Cheistison. P. 

Dose. No cases of Apoplexy treated with Agaricus have yet been 
reported. Noack prefers 1 or 2 drop doses of the 2d or 3d dilution, 
repeated as often as occasion requires. The same doses as those directed 
for Aconite, may be used. It is most serviceable in acute cases, or in 
acute aggravations of chronic attacks. Peters. 

3. ARNICA MONTANA. 

General Kemaeks. — [This remedy, too, is beginning to find 
some favor in the dominant school, in the treatment of apo- 
plexy, or its consequences. It has long been supposed to 
possess the power of promoting absorption of extravasated 
blood — Sobernheim asserts that it facilitates the circulation of 
the lymph, increases the absorbent powers of the whole lym- 
phatic and venous systems — hence its well-known efficacy in 
extravasations of blood from mechanical injuries, viz. : from 
falls, blows, concussions, and rupture of blood-vessels ; for 
these reasons it has also received the name of Fall-Kraut, 
and was admitted as an ingredient of the Thea Helvetica, or 
The Suisse of the French Codex, for wounds, bruises, &c. 
Tabeen^emontanus, once physician to the Churfurst Yon Plalz, 
says that in olden times it was customary, in Saxony, for per- 
sons who had fallen, or injured themselves, to use this remedy ; 
it also came into use in the town of Danzig, but as it did not 
grow in that neighborhood, it was imported in casks from 
Lower Saxony. 

Besides its absorbing powers, the root of Arnica, from its 
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Tannin-like properties, is supposed to exert an astringent action 
upon asthenic and profusely-secreting mucous membranes, and 
to check passive haemorrhages, such as asthenic dysenteries, 
scorbutic, septic, and petechial fluxes. 

As an absorbent remedy, it was used, and highly recom- 
mended in Arachnoiditis infantum, by the celebrated Golis, 
of Yienna — he had the head of the child bathed with Arnica, 
when signs of effusion, or of a sub-paralytic state of the 
brain came on — and regarded it as a main remedy in concus- 
sions of the brain or spinal marrow, in sanguineous, or sero- 
lymphatic exhudations from contusions, falls, blows, concus- 
sions, &c. 

It must prove as useful in the apoplexies of debilitated per- 
sons, as it has often done in the stupor and coma of typhus and 
typhoid fevers. Vogt recommends it in asthenic fevers, attend- 
ed with indifference to everything, dejection of spirit, sleepi- 
ness, dull unconcerned look, or when there is sopor, or even 
.stupor and other signs of a suppressed, sunken, torpid, or 
paralytic state of the nervous system. Also in typhus fever, 
when blue or brownish petechias are present, oppression and 
sluggishness of the vascular system, torpid state of the nerves, 
and when the skin is cool, thick and flabby. Sobeknheim also 
recommends it strongly in typhus fever, when there is great 
prostration, dulness of the senses, typhous hebetude of the 
brain, with muttering delirium and sopor ; tongue trembling, 
cracked and black, the look inexpressive, and the eyes staring 
— in typho-septic affections, when attended with colliquative 
haemorrhages, passive sweats, decubitus and septic meteorism. 
The following are the celebrated Stoll's indications for the use 
of Arnica in fevers — great weakness, slow pulse, dry tongue, 
or coated with much sordes, especially if the patient be dull 
and sleepy, hears badly, has a slight delirium, and a miliary 
eruption, or petechias show themselves. 

In addition to all this, the careful use of Nux-vomica has 
been found useful in both schools, in some of the torpid and 
paralytic states which follow apoplexy — too frequently the 
incautious use of Nux and Strychnine in the hands of old 
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school physicians, causes great irritation and mischief, but 
fortunately, according to A. T. Thompson, the flowers of Ar- 
nica contain a small portion of Igasaures strychnion, and 
experiments upon, and accidents to the healthy, have proved 
that some of the effects of Arnica are similar to those of Nux- 
vomica and Strychnine — and hence it is much more safe in the 
earlier stages of paralysis from apoplexy, than these remedies ; 
it promotes the absorption of the apoplectic clot, which Nux 
and Strychnine do not, and acts, perhaps, quite as powerfully, 
and certainly much more safely than Mercury, in promoting 
absorption of effused blood, and serum ; it tends to check 
hemorrhage, while Mercury dissolves the blood, and perhaps 
favoring increased, bleeding. 

Again, Arnica has been admitted, and decreed to act like 
the nervines, exciting and giving strength in certain regions of 
the nervous system ; and used to obviate the incautious, and too 
hasty use of stimulants in apoplexy with great depression. 

Of course it cannot now be a matter of surprise, that Arnica 
should have been found useful in some forms of apoplexy and 
paralysis. The oil of Arnica is said to have done wonders in 
the hands of Schneider in old apoplexies, even after several 
attacks had occurred ; when a new attack was about setting 
in, he gave ten drops of Oleum arnicse at once, with admira- 
ble effects. Another old physician kept at bay upwards of 
thirty attacks of apoplexy ; a priest who had had no less than 
four attacks of nervous or congestive apoplexy, prevented all 
recurrence for six years. It has been particularly recommen- 
ded, against the congestions of the head, and threatened 
apoplexies, which so often attend the cessation of the menses 
in women. 

Notwithstanding all this, it will be very easy to prove from 
the distinguished old-school writers on the Materia Medica, 
from whom the above observations have been obtained, viz. : 
from Dierbach, Sobernheem, Yogt, Ables, Mitscherlicii and 
others, that Arnica, is more or less homoeopathic to some of 
the symptoms, or forms of apoplexy. Dierbach says it not 
unfrequently causes a sensation of formication, and a prickling, 
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piercing, spasmodic feeling, which may be compared with that 
produced by slight electric shocks — also headache and vertigo. 
Sobernheim says it may produce hebetude and heaviness of 
the head, formication, anxiety, flow of blood to internal parts. 
Vogt says it may affect the whole organism, especially the 
brain and spinal marrow, and cause vertigo, stupefaction and 
hebetude of the head, glittering before the eyes, roaring in the 
ears, anxiety, pusillanimity, oppression at the pit of the stom- 
ach, and inability to hold ourself upright ; at a later period it 
may cause increased action of the palse, violent congestion, 
especially to the head and chest, formication, prickling, and 
piercing sensations, with trembling, and subsultus.] Peters. 

CASE 10.--A man, aged 72, after having complained of diz- 
ziness, fell suddenly to the ground, struck with apoplexy ; he 
was inconscious, his jaw dropped, the limbs on the left side 
were perfectly paralyzed, and without feeling ; he stammered 
inarticulate and incomprehensible words ; and pointed to his 
head with his right hand ; his pulse was strong and full, 
intermitting every seventh beat ; and his face was flushed. 

Treatment. — After taking 2 doses of Arnica, he was able, 
in the course of twelve hours, to speak more plainly, could 
move his jaw, swallow better, his consciousness returned, and 
he felt a creeping or crawling in the paralyzed limbs ; the 
redness of his face had disappeared. Nux-vomica, was now 
given for fulness and torpor of the bowels, and heaviness of 
the head ; on the following morning his bowels were relieved, 
his head more clear, speech more sonorous, and he began to 
move his paralyzed limbs. 

Archiv, vol. 14, part 1, p. 128. Dr. Schuler. 

CASE 11.— A man, aged 53, of medium stature, with a short 
neck, otherwise healthy, but fond of whiskey, had had an apo- 
plectic attack for which he had been bled. After the lapse of 
several days, he remained in the following state : 

/Symptoms. — He awoke at night in order to swallow much 
fluid which had accumulated in his mouth ; followed by shiv- 
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ering, stretching and yawning, recurrring every half hour, 
without his being conscious of it ; during the day he com- 
plained of aching in the forehead, roaring in the ears, vertigo, 
sparks before the eyes, and illusion that some one attempted 
to put something into his mouth ; his limbs felt as if bruised ; 
his legs were cold ; cold shiverings ran through his body ; his 
pulse was moderately strong, labored, beating 60 per minute, 
and at times irregular. He had an outbreak of nettlerash, 
with itching, and burning upon the skin. 

Treatment and result. — One dose of Arnica 30, 2 drops, 
repeated on the second day, relieved him entirely by the third 
day. Five months after he had a similar attack, followed by 
eructations at night, hiccough, with rumbling and rattling in 
the bowels ; attacks of rigidity, with dull, staring look, and 
loss of consciousness for one hour, followed by coughing, with 
cold sweats, and bad odor of the breathing. Such attacks 
recurred several times, but in a slighter degree. On the 
next day he had aching in the forehead, eructations, thirst, 
and nettlerash as before ; his pulse was small and slow. He 
took Arnica 1, 1 dose of 1 drop, and all his symptoms ceas- 
ed, and did not return again. — Hygea, vol. 8, p. 149. Dr. 

KaSEMANN. 

CASE 12. — A Teacher, aged 37, had had an attack of apo- 
plexy five years before, since which time he had been annoy- 
ed with great forgetfulness ; he forgot his train of thought, 
and whatever he read escaped his memory very quickly. 

Several doses of Arnica 3, cured him entirely. — Hygea, 
vol. 8, p. 34. KasEMANN. 

CASE 13. — Dr. Frank refers to sixteen cases of Paralysis 
and Apoplexy, arising from mental emotions, and mechani- 
cal causes, occurring in patients of various ages and sexes, 
most of whom had been treated fruitlessly with bloodletting 
cured by drinking of an infusion of Arnica, half or one ounce 
of the flowers, to one pound of water, aided by the alternate 
or subsequent use of Extract of Aconite. Attomyr. 
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Dose, In Riickert's cases the 3d and 30th dilutions were used. 
Noack prefers 1 or 2 drop doses of the pure tincture, or of the 1st or 
2d dilution, repeated every one, two, four, six, or eight hours, according 
to the urgency of the case. If preferred, globules may be dissolved 
and given as directed for Aconite ; or given dry upon the tongue, in the 
same quantities, and at the same intervals of time, as there recommended. 
Arnica is useful against the first shock of apoplexy, before reaction has 
taken place ; also after the first force of the disease has been moderated 
by Aconite and other remedies ; and finally in the latter stages of the 
disease, to promote absorption of the clot, and to remove paralysis. 
Peters. 

4. BARYTA. 

General Remarks : [Baryta has been supposed to possess 
a peculiar curative relation to dulness of intellect, softening 
and other morbid states of the brain, either when preceding, 
or following an attack of Apoplexy. Also against the almost 
idiotic condition which follows Apoplexy. According to 
Neumann, the Muriate of Baryta is an admirable curative 
remedy against many aifections of the brain, and irritations 
of the cerebellum, or Apoplexy of this latter organ, when the 
sexual inclination is very much increased. Many old-school 
writers assume that it is a liquefacient or absorbent remedy ; 
assert that it improves the appetite, increases the flow of 
urine and perspiration, and causes looseness of the bowels ; 
that with no other more obvious symptoms than these, glan- 
dular swellings, enlargements, indurations, thickenings, &c, 
will become softer and smaller, and finally disappear ; and 
hence the inference has been drawn, that it might also liquefy 
and dissolve apoplectic clots, and finally absorb or remove the 
softened mass. 

It is very easy to prove, from the same authorities, that it is 
more or less homoeopathic to some of the varieties, or at least 
symptoms of Apoplexy. Pereira found the Carbonate of 
Baryta homoeopathic to dimness of sight, double vision, ring- 
ing in the ears, pain in the head with throbbing, and palpi- 
tation of the heart. He also says that it is homoeopathic to 
decided staggering, great muscular weakness, almost amount- 
ing to paralysis, with trembling ; also to pain in the head 

17 
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with deafness. It is suited to some of the after-effects of 
apoplexy, viz., when a febrile state sets in, with dryness ot the 
tongue, giddiness, debility, and some pains in the legs and 
knees, with cramps in the calves of the legs. 

Christison adds his testimony to the homoeopathicity of 
Baryta to brain-affections ; he says that its remote effects are 
indicated by narcotic symptoms, and that this narcotic action 
is more decided and invariable in its occurrence, than in the 
case of any of the other metallic remedies. Gmelln noticed 
that it causes strong signs of action upon the brain, spine 
and voluntary muscles. Blaeie and Campbell found it 
homoeopathic to languor, slow respiration and feeble pulse, to 
excessive muscular debility, amounting to absolute paraplegia 
of the limbs, lasting twenty-four hours, and then gradually 
going off. Campbell always found it homoeopathic to con- 
gestion of the brain and its membranes, and in one case the 
Baryta post-mortem appearances were precisely those of ordi- 
nary congestive Apoplexy ; it is most indicated when there is 
thick, dark blood in the vessels of the dura mater, in those 
of the brain and cerebellum ; and when the falciform and 
lateral sinuses, the plexus choroidei, and the ventricles of 
the brain are filled with blood. 

Noack (see Jahr's Symptomen-Codex, translated by Chas. 
J. Hempel) says, Baryta is particularly suitable for aged per- 
sons with mental or physical debility ; in Marasmus Senilis 
marked by childish, thoughtless manners ; in disorders of old 
persons characterized by groaning and murmuring, fixed 
pupils, dim and reddened eyes, circumscribed dark redness of 
the cheeks, cold hands with blue spots on them, weak pulse 
which may be either quick or slow, frequent micturition, con- 
stipation, and weakness which obliges one to walk, or sit very 
much bent over. In the apoplectic affections of drunkards, 
when the mouth is distorted, the tongue paralyzed, the voice 
hoarse or indistinct, with partial paralysis of one or the other 
arm, but the consciousness remains pretty clear. In the Apo- 
plexies of old people and drunkards, and in organic affections, 
and tubercles of the brain. Noack also gives an admirable de- 
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scription of the despondency, pusillanimity, weakness of mind 
and irresoluteness to which Baryta carb., is so homoeopathic. 
It should not be forgotten when the patient is troubled with 
forgetfulness, dulness, gloominess and heaviness of the head, 
with drowsiness ; and with vertigo, headache and nausea. 

The specific action of Baryta upon the cerebellum, as con- 
jectured by Neumann, is fully borne out by a reference to the 
Materia Medica Pura. It is homoeopathic to pressure in the 
brain below the vertex, extending towards the back of the 
head, most severe on waking from sleep, and attended with 
stiffness of the nape of the neck, probably from pressure on 
the twelfth pair of nerves ; also to dull aching pain in the right 
side of the back of the head, extending from the bones of the 
neck obliquely to the side of the head, and recurring regularly 
at 4: o'clock, p.m., for several days in succession ; sense of weight 
in the whole back of the head, close to the nape of the neck, 
with tension; sudden and intensely-painful drawing pain, 
extending from the back of the head across the right ear, as far 
as the lower jaw ; tearing pain in the left side of the occiput ; 
rheumatic pains in the back bone of the head, with swelling 
of the glands of the nape, so as to compress the blood-vessels ; 
tearing pains, shooting deep into the brain behind the right 
ear. Dull stitches in the left side of the head from the occi- 
put to the forehead. Pain with feeling of fulness and disten- 
sion, commencing in the left side of the head, traversing 
the whole left side of the occiput, and terminating in the 
bones of the neck. Throbbing in the occiput, the impulse 
of which is felt as far as the forehead. Considerable rush 
of blood to the head, so that the blood seems to stagnate in 
it, and circulate slowly ; whizzing in the head as if from 
boiling water ; heaviness and heat in the head. 

Slowness of the pulse is very common in Apoplexy, and 
Blake found Baryta homoeopathic to depressed arterial 
action ; two grains, injected into the veins, completely arrest- 
ed the heart's contractions in twelve seconds. 

In one case it was found homoeopathic to dimness of vision, 
followed by double vision, ringing in the ears, pain in the 



220 TREATMENT OF APOPLEXY. 

head, throbbing in the temples, and violent palpitations; the 
skin was hot and dry, the face flushed, pulse 80, full and 
hard ; sleeplessness from pain in the head and ringing in the 
ears, followed by profuse perspiration ; then cramps in all the 
limbs, with a sense of weight in them, and soreness to the 
touch ; severe pain in the head, with great and long-continued 
palpitations. 

Wilson also found it homoeopathic to severe headache, 
throbbing in the temples, frequent and long-continued palpi- 
tations, abnormal vision, ringing in the ears, cramps, pain, 
sense of weight, and numbness in the limbs. 

In. another case it proved homoeopathic to twitching of the 
muscles of the face, and convulsive jerking of the hands and 
feet. It is also decidedly homoeopathic to Apoplexy, arising 
from, or attended with great disturbance, or inflammation of 
the stomach and bowels ; to brain affections from inflamma- 
tion of the peritoneal coat of the stomach ; from ulceration of 
the stomach, especially when the ulcer assumes the perfora- 
ting form ; and when the colon is contracted throughout its 
whole extent, so that its calibre is more than one-third less 
than that of the small intestines in their natural state. — 
Peters.] 

(b.) According to Kredssler, Baryta carb. 30, is indispensa- 
ble in the apoplectic affections of old, cachectic persons, of 
scrofulous constitution, especially when gouty derangements 
are also present. — Kreussler's Therapeutics, p. 129. 

CASE 14. — An old man, aged 84, remained in the follow- 
ing state, on the third day after an attack of Apoplexy. 

Symptoms. — He sat crooked and helpless, unable to speak 
an intelligible word, or to put out his tongue ; he was unable 
to think clearly ; his manners were childish and thoughtless ; 
he was drowsy, but his sleep was disturbed, and attended with 
groaning and muttering ; his pupils were sluggish, his eyes 
dull and somewhat reddened ; there was a circumscribed, dark 
redness upon his cheeks, his hands were cold and mottled with 
blue spots ; his pulse was weak, and rather quick ; he was 
troubled with frequent urination, and constipation. 
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Treatment. — Baryta acet., 1st and 2d dilut, restored him 
after 3 doses had been taken. — Hufeland's Journal. Dr. Meb- 
serschmid. 

CASE 15. — An aged drunkard was attacked with Apoplexy, 
after taking cold. 

Symptoms. — Speechlessness, with paralysis of the tongue ; 
the mouth was drawn to one side ; the right arm could not be 
moved by any exertion of the will, although he seemed con- 
scious. 

Treatment. — Baryta, 30, effected a cure in the course of 
forty-eight hours. — Archiv, vol. 15, part 1, p. 103. Dr. Gross. 

CASE 16. — Hartmann thinks that Baryta is the principal 
remedy in paralysis of old people, especially when it remains 
after an apoplectic fit, and refers to a case in which it did 
more goodj^than Causticum or Stannum. (See. Hartmann's 
Acute and Chronic Diseases, translated by Dr. C. J. Hempel, 
vol. 4, p. 7.) 

DOS©. Messerschmid preferred the 1st and 2d dilut. ; Gross and 
Hartmann, the 30th. Noack advises grain-doses of the 1st, 2d, or 3d 
trituration to be given dry upon the tongue, once or twice a day in 
chronic cases ; or 1 or 2 drop doses of the 1st, 2d, or 3d dilutions. If 
preferred, 2 or 3 globules may be given, per dose, dry upon the tongue; 
or 5 globules may be dissolved in a wineglassful of water, and 1 or 2 
teaspoonfuls given at a time. Baryta carbonica is only suitable in 
chronic, or sub-acute, or slow cases ; while Baryta acetica and muriatica 
may be used in acute cases, and given in doses as large, and as frequently 
repeated as those recommended for Aconite. Peters. 

5. BELLADONNA. 

General Remarks. — [It proved homoeopathic in a case 
with vertigo, faintness, and dimness of sight in a lady, so that 
she had to keep her bed all the next day — for thirty or forty 
hours she could not lift her head from her pillow without ex- 
periencing a strange and disagreeable sensation. In another 
case, with slight delirium and great vertigo. 

Johnson says it is one of the most effectual remedies in re- 
ducing morbid sensibility of parts, and morbid contractility 
of the muscular fibres, and may be used when there is irritation, 
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with rigidity; hence it may prove homoeopathic in the pains 
and stiffness of the limbs which follow attacks of Apoplexy, and 
especially in the painful disorders about the head and face. 
Bailey, of Harwich, England, published an octavo volume, 
some years ago, on this point. 

It proved homoeopathic in the cases of two boys ; at first 
they could not speak, but laughed immoderately and kept 
grasping at imaginary objects ; afterwards their silence was 
changed into immoderate and incoherent loquacity, with con- 
stant bodily motion ; they were laughing and talking alter- 
nately ; their extremities were in violent almost constant mo- 
tion ; eyes fixed ; pupils dilated and insensible to light; jaws 
firmly locked ; respiration loud and croupal ; face swollen and 
red ; in four hours their breathing became loud and stertorous ; 
face turgid and swelled ; skin cold ; pulse weak ; and there 
was an occasional strong inclination to sleep. Next day there 
was a loud croupy cough ; and they were not sensible to sur- 
rounding objects for three days ; they were quite blind, and 
candles held to their eyes produced no effect, nor did they 
seem at all conscious of the light. 

Old-school writers, Graves especially, have recommended 
Bellad. in cerebral affections when the pupil is contracted, 
which is one of the most alarming symptoms in these affec- 
tions ; — pin-hole pupil is a fatal sign in Apoplexy and typhus. 

In Apoplexy with quick pulse ; Leuret in seventeen cases 
of epilepsy found Bellad. to quicken the pulse from the second 
day of treatment, and to continue to do this for three or four, 
or ten or even twenty days. It is homoeopathic when the 
pulse is quick, and pupil dilated. Another of the most fre- 
quent and durable of the effects of Bellad. was a very marked 
development of the papillae of the tongue. 

Pereira says Atropin is homoeopatic to vomiting, dilatation 
of the pupil, and stupor. One-tenth of a grain caused diffi- 
culty of swallowing, dilatation of pupils, and headache. 

Flourens thinks it acts specifically on the tubercula quad- 
rigemina. 

Bailey found it homoeopathic to dilatation of the pupils, 
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obscurity of vision, absolute blindness, amaurosis, visual illu- 
sions, suffused eyes, singing in the ears, numbness of the face, 
confusion of the head, giddiness and delirium ; all of which 
symptoms may be combined with, or followed by stupor. 
These symptoms are usually preceded by a febrile condition, 
with redness and swelling of the face, hurried and small pulse. 

Dierbach says it is peculiarly homoeopathic to violent con- 
gestions to the head, redness and swelling of the face, and 
inclination to sleep, which may pass over into deep sopor and 
coma, but be interrupted by delirium. 

It is indicated in paralysis of the sphincters, when the fasces 
and urine pass off involuntarily. 

Yogt says Rognetta exercised considerable ingenuity 
when he indulged in the opinion that Bell, was an antiphlo- 
gistic remedy, and placed it in the same category with blood- 
letting. 

Yogt also asserts that in the first degree of Belladonna- 
action we observe a more active motion of the blood, quicker, 
fuller, and harder pulse, greater flow of blood to the skin and 
head, whence the face seems more reddened, and the skin, 
especially that of the head, hotter. After a while the increas- 
ed arterial action ceases, and greater venosity supplies its 
place, soon followed by increased secretion from skin and 
kidneys ; the throat also becomes moist, and mucus is ejected 
from the bronchise, and genitalias. 

Bellad. is homoeopathic when there is a violent and convul- 
sive change of arterial into venous blood, while Aconite, 
Digitalis, Hyosciamus, Prussic acid, &c, do this without pre- 
vious orgasm and excitement of the vascular system. 

It is homoeopathic when there is fever, dryness of the throat, 
glimmering before the eyes, with flocculi and sparks, even actual 
blindness, with dilated pupils, dulness of feeling, and roaring 
in the ears ; when the eyelids droop and sink with heaviness, 
are half closed, and the patient is sleepy ; or when the eyes 
are widely open, and the look is fixed and fiery ; when there 
is a feeling of heaviness in the head, staggering, confusion, and 
drunkenness, which may gradually pass over into a perfect 
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loss of consciousness. The pulse from the first is more fre- 
quent, fuller, and harder ; the skin becomes hot, red and 
itching ; the face swollen and very red ; the lips dark, blood 
red ; the eyes red and protruding. Everywhere there is greater 
vital turgor, and excited arterial action ; breathing is quicker 
and shorter ; the limbs rather stiff, and tongue rigid. 

After the lapse of twelve hours the arterial storm ceases, 
and great venosity becomes evident ; the redness of the face 
becomes livid, the veins everywhere seem to be filled, the 
muscles are more relaxed, confusion and stupefaction of brain 
ensue. Finally profuse sweat and urination restore the 
balance of the system. But headache, vertigo, imperfect vision, 
general lassitude, continued inclination to sweat, burning and 
itching of the skin remain. 

The third degree of action of Belladonna-action is marked 
by paralysis of the nerves and decomposition of the blood, 
the patient becomes soporose and paralytic ; blue spots and 
petechia? form on the skin ; and decomposed, dissolved, brown 
and stinking blood exudes from the various openings of the body. 
With the exception of Stramonium, it causes a more constant 
and far more violent action on the circulation than the other 
narcotics ; the brain is at first not only quickened and excited, 
but forcibly excited, and rendered delirious ; still the collective 
action of Bellad. does not represent a pure inflammatory fever, 
but a Febris inflammatoria nervosa. Vogt. 

Schnucker, Selle, and Evens, have cured paralysis after 
Apoplexy with it. Peteks.] 

(c.) Dr. Black advises Belladonna in Apoplexy, in the stage 
of excitement, when the face is flushed, head hot, eyes suf- 
fused and glistening, with hallucinations of sight, dilated pupils, 
throbbing of the carotids, incoherence, tremors, and convul- 
sions, followed by coma ; especially when the disease has not 
progressed beyond general congestion of the brain and its 
membranes. — Brit. Journ. Horn., vol. 5, p. 53. 

(d.) [According to Christison, Bellad. is homoeopathic to 
apoplectic symptoms, with dilatation of the pupil, also to blind- 
ness, even when this is a very obstinate symptom, sometimes 
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remaining after the affection of the brain has disappeared ; 
it was homoeopathic in two cases in which the eyes were insen- 
sible to the brightest light for three days ; and in general, 
when the dilated state of the pupils continues long after the 
other symptoms have departed ; the pupil is not only dilated 
in all cases, but likewise for the most part insensible, and the 
eyeballs are often red, and prominent. 

It is generally supposed that delirium with dilated pupils, 
generally precedes Belladonna-coma, but sometimes the rela- 
tion of the delirium to the coma is reversed, as in a case related 
by Mr. Clayton, where sopor came on first, and delirium 
ensued in six hours ; but sometimes delirium again returns 
when the stupor goes off; still the most frequent order of the 
symptoms is dryness of the throat and delirium, soon followed 
by drowsiness and stupor ; this succeeding, stupor may remain 
for nearly two days, and the departure of the stupor be at- 
tended with a return of delirium for some hours longer ; Sage 
has related a case in which the patient was comatose for thirty 
hours. 

In Belladonna-apoplexy convulsions are rare, and when 
present, slight ; in one case there were convulsive twitches of 
the face and extremities ; in another case the muscles of the 
face were somewhat convulsed ; there is also, at times, more 
or less locked-jaw, or subsultus tendinum, and occasionally 
much abrupt agitation of the extremities, but well-marked 
convulsions, or paralysis do not appear to be ever present. 

From Cheistison's remarks we may also infer that Bella- 
donna will prove homoeopathic to some of the severest, and 
most hopeless stages of Apoplexy, viz. : when there is aphthous 
inflammation of the throat and mouth, great swelling of the 
belly, when the body is almost putrid, even before the patient 
is fairly dead, when the skin is covered with dark vesicles, the 
brain soft, the blood-vessels of the head gorged, and the blood 
everywhere fluid, flowing profusely from the mouth, nose and 
eyes. Petees.] 
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(e.) Belladonna- Apoplexy. 

Attohyr {see Primordien einer JtfaturgeschicTite derKranlc- 
heiten, p. 487) has given so accurate a delineation of this 
disorder, in all its nuances, degrees, and stages, that we give 
it, even if at the risk of being considered tedious. 

Premonitions of Belladonna-apoplexy. Yertigo. Vertigo, 
as if objects staggered to and fro. Turning in the head, vertigo 
with nausea, as after rapid turning in a circle, or after the 
morning sleep, which succeeds a night-debauch. Turning in 
the head, accompanied with a similar turning in the pit of the 
stomach ; after getting up, these sensations increased while 
walking, to such a degree, that he could no longer distinguish 
anything, and everything disappeared from before his eyes. 
Vertigo, as if everything turned around in a circle. Dulness, 
and turning in the head, relieved in the open air, aggravated 
in the room. Attacks of dizziness, both while at rest, and 
when in motion. Vertigo, and trembling of the hands so that 
he could not accomplish anything with them. "While walking 
he staggered, was obliged to hold on to the wall, complained 
of oppression and dizziness, and often speak irrationally like 
a drunken person. Attacks of dizziness and dulness of the 
senses, lasting for several minutes. 

Stupidity. Intoxication. Feeling as if intoxicated imme- 
diately after a meal. The slightest quantity of beer caused 
immediate intoxication. Confusion of the head, and feeling of 
intoxication, with swelling and redness of the face, as if one 
had been drinking wine. The whole head seems confused and 
empty for many days. Cloudiness of the brain, as in intoxi- 
cation. Mistiness of the forehead, as if an oppressive mist 
moved to and fro, especially under the frontal bone. His 
senses deceive him. Eeverie, he sat as if in a dream. Loss 
of consciousness. Dull fulness of the head, increased by mo- 
tion. Stupefaction. Head feels as heavy as if he would fall 
asleep, and he is indisposed to any exertion. 

Disinclined to all mental labor. Kelaxation of body and 
mind. Stupidity. 
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Loss of memory. Great weakness of memory, he forgets 
immediately what he intended to do, and cannot remember 
anything. 

The blood rushes to the head, when one stoops, and one 
becomes heavy and dizzy. Congestion of blood to the head, 
without internal heat in the brain. When one bends his head 
backwards, it seems as if the blood rushed into it. Swelling 
of the external veins of the head. The veins of the limbs are 
distended, and the arteries of the neck beat so violently, that 
when he opens his mouth the lower jaw is constantly forced 
against the upper, so that a slight chattering of the teeth en- 
sues ; attended with a warmth, and a sensation of warmth in 
the whole body, especially in the head. Beating of the arte- 
ries of the head, and of the whole body, early in the morning, 
on awaking. Excessive heat of the whole body, with espe- 
cially frequent and more violent beatings of the temporal 
artery, with dulness of the head, all followed by profuse per- 
spiration. Great heat of the body, especially of the head, so 
that the face becomes very red, from time to time, occurring 
daily after dinner. Frequently, excessive paleness of the face 
is converted immediately into redness, with coldness of the 
cheeks, and hotness of the forehead. Unusual redness of the 
face. Great heat and redness of the face, not followed by 
perspiration. Great heat and redness of the face, with icy- 
coldness of the limbs. Glowing-redness of the face, with 
violent, and inexpressible pains in the head. Heat and redness 
of the head only. Congestion of blood to the head, with red- 
ness of the cheeks. Heat and redness of the whole face, as 
if he had been drinking. Dark redness of the face. 

The whites of the eyes are streaked with red, early in the 
morning, with aching pains in them. Dimness, darkness and 
blackness before the eyes. Dulness of sight, with trembling 
in all the limbs. Darkness before the eyes, as if from a mist. 

Roaring in the ears. Noises in the ears, and dizziness, with 
dull pain in the abdomen. Deafness, as if a skin were 
stretched before the ears. Difficulty of hearing. 
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Immediate bleeding of the nose. Epistaxis early in the 
morning, and at night. 

Violent gritting of the teeth. Gritting of the teeth, with 
frequent flow of spittle from the mouth. 

Sensation in the morning, as if the tongue were asleep, 
numb, dead, and covered with fur. Trembling of the tongue. 
Stammering weakness of the organs of speech, with clearness 
of the intellect, and dilatation of the pupils. 

Attacks of nausea in the forenoon. Frequent nausea and 
retching. Vomiting, dizziness and flushes of heat. Excessive 
vomiting, [from pressure on the brain]. 

Trembling in all the limbs, inability to walk, swelling of 
the veins of the whole body, and unpleasant irritation in the 
throat, all lasting for several days. Trembling and tired 
feeling of the limbs. Lassitude of the limbs. In the eve- 
ning he is so tired he can scarcely walk. Sluggishness of 
all the limbs, and disinclination to work. Disinclination, 
and disgust for all labor and motion. Weakness of the 
body. Loss of strength. General debility. Frequently re- 
curring, transient paroxysms of great weakness, in which 
everything seems so heavy, and presses downwards as if he 
must sink together. Fainting fits. 

Sleepiness. Persistent dulness and drowsiness. Frightful, 
and vividly-remembered dreams. 

Attack of Belladonna- Apoplexy. 

He lay without sense or consciousness. Extreme stupefac- 
tion of all the senses. Unconsciousness. Perfect unconscious- 
ness, so that he does not recognize anything. Loss of sensa- 
tion. Apoplectic condition. He lay motionless for four days, 
without taking any nourishment. Lethargic, apoplectic state ; 
he lay night and day without moving a limb ; when griping 
pains set in, he opened his eyes, but did not utter a sound. 

Noise and rattling in the air-tubes. Difficult respiration. 
Violent, short, frequent and anxious drawing in of the breath. 
At times he breathed, at others the last gasp seemed to have 
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escaped him ; recurring in paroxysms, four times in the course 
of fifteen minutes. 

During his drowsy stupefaction he opened his eyes, looked 
wildly about him, and then relapsed into a heavy slumber, 
with rattling in the throat. Choking attacks of snoring, du- 
ring inspiration, while asleep. 

Largeness, fulness and slowness of the pulse. Very small, 
quick pulse. Largeness of the pulse, which is ten beats too 
frequent. Strong and quick pulse. 

Widely-opened eyes. Contracted pupils. Dilated pupils. 
Dilated and immovable pupils. Excessively-dilated pupils. 
Protrusion of the eyes, and enlargement of the pupils. 
Fixedness of the eyes. Staring look. The eyes are staring 
and sparkling. Glistening, and glassy appearance of the eyes, 
with widely dilated pupils. 

Spasmodic motions of the lips. The right angle of the 
mouth is drawn outwards. Distortion of the mouth from 
spasm (Risus Sardonus). 

Bloody foam before the mouth. 

Stuttering speech ; he stutters as if intoxicated. 

Difficulty of swallowing; painless inability to swallow. 

Involuntary discharge of faeces ; paralysis of the sphincter 
ani. Small, sudden and involuntary stools. Suppression of 
stools and urine, with profuse perspiration. 

Difficulty in urinating. Suppression of urine. Retention 
of urine, which only passes off in drops. Involuntary dis- 
charge of urine. Paralysis of the neck of the bladder. He 
cannot retain his urine. 

Paralysis of the right arm. Heaviness and paralysis of the 
upper limbs, but most decided in the left arm. Paralysis of 
the feet. Paralysis of the right arm, and right leg. The left 
side, especially the left arm and thigh, are quite paralyzed. 

Cold sweat on the forehead. 

CASE 17. — A plethoric man, aged 60, of short stature, was 
found early in the morning, lying by the side of his bed, in a 
fit of Apoplexy. 

Symptoms. — He lay immovable, stretched out as if dead, 
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and stiff; frothing at the mouth, snoring, and groaning; he 
was unconscious, the upper eye-lids were paralyzed, his pupils 
dilated and immovable ; his face was swollen, and somewhat 
reddened ; he had twitchings and jerkings ; the carotids beat 
violently ; his lower jaw was dropped, and much spittle ran 
from his mouth ; his lips quivered ; he had incessant snoring 
respiration, with frequent groaning ; slow, deep respiration, 
increased warmth of the body ; skin soft, but not moist ; pulse 
full, strong, somewhat hard, bounding, and quickened. 

Treatment and result. — A small venesection, followed by 
Ipec. 6, 1 drop, every two hours ; in a quarter of an hour, 
great restlessness set in, he tossed from side to side, grasped 
about with his hands, opened his eyes, had frequent twitch- 
ings of the facial muscles, and gritted his teeth ; his pulse be- 
eame quicker, and his skin moist ; vomiting of mucous and 
bilious substances set in, followed by a loose stool, and discharge 
of urine. 

After the lapse of eight hours, he was in a state of coma- 
vigil, and unconscious ; when loudly spoken to, he mumbled 
and stammered, looked at the person who spoke, and then 
closed his eyes again ; his pupils were dilated, his face pale, 
but bloated, and twitching ; at times he chewed and gritted 
his teeth slowly, then his jaw dropped again ; tough spit- 
tle flowed from his mouth ; he groaned and snored incessantly, 
and grasped, at times, at the somewhat swollen genitalia; his 
breathing was slow and deep ; skin dry ; pulse full, regular, 
and somewhat quickened. He took 1 drop of Bellad. 30, and 
in the course of twelve hours his improvement had progressed 
so far, that his consciousness had returned, he could speak, 
and all immediate danger was over. A kind of mental de- 
rangement, which remained after the apoplectic attack required 
farther treatment, before full recovery ensued. — Archiv, vol. 
6, part 3, p. 104. Dr. Schubert. 

CASE 18.— A woman, aged 45, was attacked with Apo- 
plexy, and suffered with the following 

Symptoms : Loss of motion and sensation on the right side 
of the body ; inability to speak, loss of sight and smell ; 
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mouth drawn towards the ear ; consciousness undisturbed ; 
convulsive motions of the face and left arm ; difficulty in 
swallowing ; increased flow of saliva ; thirst ; bloating of 
the face ; redness and protrusion of the eyes ; constipation. 
Treatment. — Bellad. 24, removed the whole attack. — Dr. 
Bigel, vol. 2, p. 97. 

CASE 19. — A powerful girl, aged 19, fell down unconscious, 
after an attack of vertigo and anxiety. 

Symptoms. — She lay stupefied ; with dilated pupils, red- 
dened, and somewhat mottled face ; eyes reddened ; she could 
neither speak nor swallow ; made signs of having pain from 
the root of the tongue to the pit of the stomach, and in the 
left leg ; she ejected every kind of fluid from her mouth with 
force ; her pulse was hard ; and she had not improved any 
for two days. 

Treatment. — In two hours after taking Bellad. 30, she made 
signs that she could swallow ; in five hours she could speak, 
the redness of her face had disappeared, and she commenced 
to move the left leg. In three days she was perfectly restored. 
Archiv, vol. 5, part 1, p. 165. Dr. Baudiss. 

CASE 20. — A man, aged 60, of apoplectic habit, and asth- 
matic, fell suddenly to the ground in a fit of Apoplexy, after an 
attack of dizziness. He lay in a soporose state, unconscious 
and speechless, with much rattling upon the chest. 

Treatment. — Two doses of Bellad. removed the stupor, and 
rattle in his breathing, after it had induced perspiration. Rhus 
and Cocculus cured the paralysis of motion and sensation in 
the course of fourteen days. — Archiv, vol. 14, part 3, p. 129. 
Dr. Schuler. 

CASE 21. — A priest, aged 33, of lymphatic temperament, 
and unusually corpulent, had three apoplectic attacks in the 
course of one month, followed by paralysis of the right side. 

Symptoms. — Dejection of mind, with uneasiness about his 
condition ; confusion of thought ; he was affected by the 
slightest movement ; heaviness of the head, as if it would fall 
off; fulness, especially in the forehead, with dizziness; anx- 
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ious feeling in the stomach, which ascended to the head ; dul- 
ness of the head, as if he were intoxicated ; noises and beating 
in the head ; sleepiness during the day ; paleness and bloating 
of the face; dilatation of the pupils, intolerance of light, 
squinting of the right eye, with lachrymation, and constant 
winking. Paralysis of motion and sensation of the right side 
of the face, with a sense of crawling and pulling ; his mouth 
was greatly drawn to the left ; his food fell out of his mouth ; 
he chewed with great difficulty, could not hold a cigar between 
his lips, bit his tongue while eating, and swallowed with diffi- 
culty. His speech was tedious and difficult ; he had much 
thirst ; his mouth was pasty ; he had no appetite ; his abdo- 
men was much distended, chest oppressed, and breathing 
difficult. He had troublesome constipation, with internal 
piles. Stiffness of the joints of his legs, and weakness of the 
whole right side. 

Treatment and result. — One globule of Bellad. 2000, fol- 
lowed in a few hours by tearing pains in the shoulder, as if 
the head were drawn backwards ; his head became more 
clear, and on the next day he was entirely restored. — Genl. 
Horn. Jour., vol. 34, p. 152. Dr. NuflEz. 

CASE 22.— Capt. S., aged 72, short, stout and plethoric, 
was attacked suddenly with the following 

Symptoms : Redness and bloating of the face ; redness and 
lachrymation of the eyes, with complete paralysis of the lids ; 
dilatation of the pupils ; face drawn to the right side ; violent 
shaking only caused him to mumble a little; clean spittle 
flowed over the drooping lower lip, out of the distorted mouth ; 
his tongue was thick, and projected beyond the lower lip; his 
inspirations were snoring, his expirations blowing ; he was in 
a constant slumber ; the arteries of the neck and face beat 
violently ; his pulse full and slow, and urine passed involun- 
tarily. 

Treatment and result. — 1 drop of Bellad. 15, to be given 
immediately, was followed by such improvement in twelve 
hours, that he could move his tongue and open his eyes; his 
face was less red, and pulse not so tense ; he could move the 
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limbs of the right side, but could not close, or grasp with his 
left hand. During the next day he slept much, and spoke 
irrationally ; for which he received Opium 10, 1 drop every 
three hours ; in the evening he was able to walk about the 
room. He then took one dose of Bellad. every second day, until 
the fourteenth day. Despondency, loss of memory, and diffi- 
culty in speaking, were entirely removed by Anacardium, 
Baryta, and Khus. — Gen. Horn. Jour., vol. 8, p. 68. Dr. 
Elwert. 

CASE 23. — A lady, aged 61, was attacked with vertigo and 
•confusion of the head. In the course of a few hours she had 
an unusual snoring and blowing out air through the lips ; her 
face was red and bloated ; her mouth somewhat drawn to the 
right; lips and left side in alternate convulsive motion ; she 
had fits of yawning, entire unconsciousness, paralysis of the 
left half the body, and violent throbbing of the carotids ; her 
pulse was full and slow ; urine was passed involuntarily ; her 
pupils did not contract when exposed to light ; she made no 
sound, except a kind of groaning noise; her hands were cold. 

Treatment and result. — Several drops of Bellad. 2, were 
mixed in water, and a teaspoonful given every half hour, at 
first; afterwards, a drop of the pure Tincture was occasionally 
put between the lips. The above condition of things persisted 
for two days, and the same treatment was continued ; then 
she groaned more frequently, seemed to hear when she was 
loudly spoken to, and could swallow some food ; she lay on 
her back, unable to alter her position, but could move the 
limbs of the right side. On the fourth day, her consciousness 
returned ; her stuttering speech could be comprehended ; she 
knew not what had happened to her ; complained of weak- 
ness, especially of the left side, which she could move, however ; 
and could take nourishment, although swallowing was difficult. 

The remainder of the disease was removed by Bellad. 3, 
Nux-vom. 3, and Rhus 2. Dr. Elwert, p. 40. 

CASE 24.* — Hartmann (see Acute and Chronic Diseases, 
translated by Chas. J. Hempel, M. D., vol 4, p. 6,) reports a case 
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of Apoplexy in a weakly, emaciated woman, aged 80, suffer- 
ing with dropsy of the legs. The arms and head dropped 
suddenly ; her mouth was drawn to one side ; she could not 
speak ; her breathing was short and rattling ; skin cool ; pulse 
small, weak, and scarcely to be felt ; all her secretions were 
suppressed ; she was entirely unconscious ; and food dropped, 
or poured out of her mouth again from inability to swallow. 
Treatment. — Bellad. improved her condition very much. 
The remaining paralysis was removed by Stannum, Causticum, 
and Baryta, after the oedema had been cured. 

CASE 25.* — A man-cook, aged 40, having received a re- 
pulse in the presence of his master, from his betrothed, which 
he took much to heart, was attacked on his return to the 
kitchen with vertigo, but still continued to do his work, although 
his sight became much obscured, and he went staggering 
around the room, scarcely knowing what he was about ; at 
length he fell senseless to the ground. He was carried to bed 
in an insensible state ; his face was swollen, and of a reddish 
yellow color ; his eyes red and fixed, pupils dilated ; he gave 
no signs of hearing ; from time to time he had violent convul- 
sive movements in his arms, particularly in the right ; breath- 
ing very slow ; pulse slow and hard ; forehead very hot. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 20, 9 pellets dissolved in an ounce of 
water, a spoonful every half hour ; in two hours the convulsive 
movements were less frequent and violent, Jiis face less flushed, 
he gave signs of hearing, and put his hand to his head. In the 
course of the night he fell into a general perspiration, and on 
the following day he replied in a distinct voice when spoken 
to, opened his eyes and looked about with an unsettled and 
frightened air, and wished to be carried into his own room, 
where in fact he then lay. His sight was obscured, his eyes 
moved spasmodically, and were rolled upwards, always with 
a profound sigh ; he complained much of severe pain and 
weight in the head, especially in the forehead ; his face was 
still much flushed ; tongue yellowish- white ; mouth slimy, with 
a bitter taste, loss of appetite and great thirst ; bowels consti- 
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pated ; urine red and clear ; pulse freer, and less hard. Igna- 
tia 20, 12 pellets in solution, a spoonful every half hour. In 
the evening, Bellad. was repeated ; he perspired again, and 
more copiously during the night, and on the following morning 
he could see better, recognized his room and the bystanders ; 
his eyes were less red, but the rolling motion upwards recur- 
red occasionally, always accompanied with sighing; pulse 
febrile, but skin almost natural. Ignatia at longer intervals; 
and on the fourth day he was nearly well, although some 
bilious symptoms required Chamomilla. — Brit. Jour. Horn., 
vol. 4, p. 370. Dr. Ladelci. 

CASE 26.* — A lady, aged 23, had a good confinement, four 
days after which the lochia ceased, and fever with pain in the 
bowels set in. Her allopathic physician prescribed injec- 
tions of Assafcntida. On the 9th day, headache came on, 
increased steadily, became constant and often intolerable; 
her physician diagnosed neuralgia, and gave Castoreum, 
without benefit. By the 12th day the disease had assumed a 
serious aspect ; the patient lay on her back motionless ; her 
features were spasmodically disturbed and expressed much 
suffering ; she was very weak, entirely unconscious, her tongue 
was almost immovable, and she cried out distractedly at 
long intervals ; her right arm and leg were paralyzed. She 
passed urine involuntarily ; her abdomen was soft, and she 
was constipated. Her physician now leeched and bled her 
on account of congestion and irritation of the brain, but she 
became more heated, convulsions of the left arm occurred, 
her pulse became thread-like, her face pale, and she lay as if 
dead. Dr. Rampal was now called in consultation and ad- 
vised Belladonna, but the other physician would not consent 
and gave more Assafcetida ; the next day she was still worse, 
and Bellad. was given, J grain of the extract, in six ounces 
of water, a spoonful at night ; the night was more tranquil 
and some color returned to the face ; in the morning two- 
spoonfuls were given within four hours, and in the evening 
the patient moved the right leg several times, noticed a little, 
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and put out her tongue ; that evening and the next morning 
she got another spoonful of the medicine, and the improve- 
ment went on, so that on the 17th day she could move her 
arms and legs ; on the 18th, she ate with appetite, and soon 
recoveredly completely. — Brit. Jour. Horn., vol. 8, p. 281. Dr. 
Rampal. 

CASE 27.* — A man, aged 42, of sanguine- choleric tempera- 
ment, who had suffered for a long time with his head, and 
with pains in his limbs, was seized with an attack of apo- 
plexy one afternoon, in the midst of most violent pains in 
his head ; he was left paralyzed on the whole of the right 
side. 

Symptoms. He was unable to speak ; his mouth was drawn 
to one side ; at times the sound left side was agitated with 
convulsive movements ; the saliva flowed constantly from his 
mouth ; he had some hiccough ; his pulse was full and hard ; 
eyes red and prominent ; his face flushed ; thirst excessive ; 
he had been constipated for four days ; but he retained his 
consciousness, understood his situation, and felt that his great 
misfortune had reduced his beloved family to a very distress- 
ing situation. 

Treatment and result. — He took two pellets of Bellad. 30, 
and a quarter of an hour had scarcely elapsed before a change 
was observed in his state ; the pain in his head became less 
violent ; the redness of his face less decided ; the convulsive 
movements less severe, and in half an hour after, he fell into 
a pleasant sleep, which lasted two hours, and from which he 
awokein a slight perspiration ; he was able to speak in a brief, 
comprehensible manner; sensation and motion had returned 
in a slight degree to the paralyzed parts, and in twenty-four 
hours more the paralysis had entirely disappeared ; some pain 
and heaviness in the head persisted for a few days after. 

Beauvais' Clinique Homoeopathique, vol. 1, p. 276. Dr. 
Bethmann. 

CASE 28.*— A printer, aged 36, fell while at dinner, with 
an attack of apoplexy, followed by paralysis of the whole left 
side ; when his arms or legs were raised, they fell heavily like 
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inert masses; his face was red, his eyes brilliant, and full of 
tears; he had not entirely lost consciousness, but was un- 
able to speak a word ; his tongue was drawn to one side ; and 
his pulse was full and strong. 

Treatment and result. — Bellad. 30, 1 drop. In the evening 
the paralysis had entirely disappeared ; his speech had re- 
turned, but his voice was stammering ; his pulse was frequent, 
but soft. The same prescription was repeated, and by^the 
next day he was out of danger. — Malaise' Clinique Homoeo- 
pathique, p. 1. 

CASE 29.* — A woman, aged 38, of violent temper, but pale 
and delicate, had suffered for several years with Congestive 
vertigo. 

Symptoms— -The attacks occurred several times a day, general- 
ly in the morning, after stooping ; were attended with Simmer- 
ing before the eyes, and dimness of vision ; she was obliged to 
lay hold of something to prevent her falling, on account of 
staggering and pitching about ; afterwards she felt exhaust- 
ed in body, and mind. 

She also was annoyed with aching pain in the forehead 
over the eyes, increased by bodily exercise, and attended 
with throbbing in the head, and heat in the face. She had 
but little appetite, an aversion for meat-diet, with nausea and 
inclination to vomit. In the forenoon she had flushes of heat, 
attacks of unconsciousness, and aching, and pulsation in the 
epigastrium after eating, and while walking. She was cos- 
tive, with bearing down upon the uterus ; also had a chronic 
cough, and shortness of breath. 

Treatment. — After nine doses of Bellad. 15, one drop per 
dose, the vertigo and headache had entirely disappeared. 
Nux., Sulph., and Stramon., removed the remaining symp- 
toms. Genl. Horn. Jour., vol. 19, p. 313. Dr. Elwert. 

CASE 30.* — A boy, aged 15, who had suffered for a year 
with attacks of vertigo and transient fits of unconsciousness, 
was cured by Bellad. 4, one dose every day, for four weeks. 
Genl. Horn. Jour., vol, 19, p. 314. Dr. Elwert. 
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CASE 31.* — A girl, aged 13, had suffered for several years, 
with attacks of turning-dizziness attended with anxiety, 
pressing headache, and staggering about, occurring several 
times every week. She was entirely cured by Bellad. 5, 
30 drops in 2 drachms of Alcohol, 10 drops to be taken 
every other day. — Gen. Horn. Jour., vol. 19, p. 313. Dr. El- 
wert. 

CASE 32 * — A lady, aged 48, was subject to vertigo on ris- 
ing from her seat, so that all objects seemed to stagger to and 
fro ; she was also apt to fall down, and to vomit mucus. 

Symptoms. — The attacks of vertigo were preceded by a 
putrid taste in the mouth, nausea, and at times by bilious 
and mucous vomits ; occasionally, she was dizzy at night ; the 
vertigo was increased whenever she lessened the quantity of 
meat she ate ; she had a disgust for milk ; and was every now 
and then troubled with diarrhoea, or acrid leucorrhcea . She 
often awoke at night in alarm ; her sleep was disturbed before 
midnight, and during the day she was anxious, unhappy, 
and irritable. 

Treatment and result. — She was somewhat relieved by 
Bellad. 10, but still the dizziness and loss of memory remain- 
ed ; whenever she sat bent forwards heaviness in the back of 
the head came on ; near objects were seen indistinctly : she 
had pain in the urethra while urinating ; her urine was turbid 
with mucus, and an acrid leucorrhcea was increased; her 
stools were still loose ; and she had a frequent inclination to 
doze. Conium 10, then cured her almost entirely, although 
Lycopod. was required for the vertigo when stooping, the 
flatulent distension, and the stools which had now become 
too hard.— Annals, vol. 1, p. 231. Dr. Schketek. 

CASE 33* — A man, aged 26, of large and robust constitu- 
tion, had suffered for three days with turning vertigo, and 
dimness of sight after rising up from sitting or lying, from 
moving the head or eyes, and from rising up from stooping. 
He also complained of lassitude in his limbs, with trembling 
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of them while walking, of fulness in the head and pain in the 
chest. 

Treatment. — Four doses of Bellad. 9, were given, one drop 
per dose, every six hours, with decided improvement : then 
four doses of Bellad. 12, 1 drop per dose, every six hours, 
cured him entirely. — Gen. Horn. Jour., vol. 44, p. 47. Dr. 
Hatjstein. 

CASE 34.* — The patient, aged 34, suffered with numbness 
and weakness of the left side ; paralytic drooping of the eye- 
lids : lachrymation and squinting of the left eye : double 
vision ; distortion of the mouth. The head was dull and 
confused ; the tongue coated ; appetite poor ; pulse rather 
tense ; sleep restless. 

Treatment. — Bellad. was administered in repeated doses of 
the pure Tincture, for four weeks. For the obstinate remains 
of the Paralysis, Rhus 1st dilut., was given every forty-eight 
hours, for four weeks more, when the patient was entirely re- 
stored. — Dr. Elweet, (Homoeopathy and Allopathy in the 
Balance, p. 42). 

Dose. Of the eighteen cases treated by Bellad., three were treated with 
the pure Tincture, which effected a cure in one case where the 18th 
dilution had failed ; the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 9th, 20th, 24th, and 2000th 
dilution, were each successful in one case ; the 15th in two cases, and the 
30th dilution in six cases. In four cases, single doses of the 15th, 24th, 
and 30th dilution, sufficed to effect a cure ; in other cases the doses were 
repeated as frequently as every half hour, and from four to five, or even 
nine or ten doses were required. In six cases, favorable results ensued 
in the course of two hours ; in three cases, after the lapse of ten or 
twelve hours ; in others, in the course of a few days. Noack prefers 
one or two drop doses of the 1st, 2d, 3d, 6th, or 12th dilution, repeated 
eveiy two, three, four, six, eight, or twelve hours, in acute and severe 
attacks. In very severe cases, they may be given every five, ten, or fif- 
teen minutes, or every half, or one hour. If preferred, from 3 to 6 
pellets may be dissolved in a wineglassful of water, and a teaspoonful 
given as often as above directed. Peters. 

6. blood-letting. 

Even if it be admitted that allopathic physicians bleed too 
much in apoplectic attacks, it is generally supposed that ho- 
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mceopathic physicians bleed too little — if the strength and 
vascular condition of the patient permit of it, or seem to re- 
quire it, it seems very certain that bleeding will not interfere 
with the action of homoeopathic remedies — and it is even sup- 
posed that in some apoplectic and congestive affections of the 
brain, the pressure upon it and the nervous system may be 
so great, that they are as it were benumbed, and unable to re- 
spond to the action of any remedy until the pressure be re- 
lieved by blood-letting — hence I will endeavor to state as 
fairly as possible the advantages and disadvantages of blood- 
letting in apoplexy. 

"Wood, the latest American writer on the theory and prac- 
tice of medicine, says : " If the strength of the pulse admit, 
blood should be drawn from the arm — but bleeding is not to be 
indiscriminately resorted to, or pushed to an unlimited extent ; 
much injury has probably been done in this disease by exces- 
sive bleeding ; if nature have already accomplished a great 
reduction of the heart's impulse, if the pulse at the wrist be 
small and feeble, no advantage is to be derived from the fur- 
ther loss of blood. It should be remembered that in the 
hemorrhagic and serous cases of Apoplexy, the disease is 
not over when the effusion is suppressed ; the brain has sus- 
tained a great shock, and a long series of actions will be neces- 
sary to repair the mischief done ; it is bad practice to destroy 
all the resources of the system which may be necessary to 
sustain this course of action, by an inconsiderate and exclu- 
sive obedience to the first indication, viz., that of arresting 
effusion, or correcting congestion. The practitioner should 
be guided by the strength of the pulse whether he shall bleed 
or not."— Yol. 2, p. 628. 

Solly says, " blood-letting is the most dangerous remedial 
agent in some cases of Apoplexy. Many a valuable life has 
been saved by the prompt and free use of the lancet ; but more 
have been hastened into eternity by its indiscriminate employ- 
ment. At one time this opinion of the imperative necessity of 
blood-letting in Apoplexy was almost universal, but it has late- 
ly been much modified; the deservedly-high reputation of 
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Abeeckombie gave too much value to the use of the lancet in 
Apoplexy. Watson, he says, advises after one full, and suffi- 
cient bleeding from the arm, to abstain from farther use of 
the lancet ; the disease itself is most depressing, and in its 
treatment we must not consider the present moment simply, 
but we must also look to the future. Solly is convinced that 
large abstraction of blood gives rise to serous effusion, or 
dropsy of the brain. He also quotes Dr. Holland, who asks, 
" Is not depletion by bleeding, a practice still too general and 
indiscriminate in affections of the brain" — he believes that the 
soundest medical experience will warrant this opinion. Wat- 
son says, that he does not mean altogether to praise the mo- 
dern (allopathic) practice in apoplexy ; for it is often one of 
mere routine — this routine may be most proper in many 
cases ; unnecessary in others, and pernicious in some, but 
there are persons who seem to think that they have not done 
their patient justice if any part of the usual active intermed- 
dling has been omitted — they think that the patient must be 
copiously bled, cupped or leeched, blistered, and thoroughly 
dosed with calomel, senna and croton oil, and mustard poul- 
tices must be applied to the legs, &c. 

Burrows says : until a very recent period, repeated and copi- 
ous blood-lettings and active purgatives were the principal, if 
not the only remedies recommended to be employed in all 
Apoplexies by authors held in the highest esteem. Several, 
however, of the present day have pointed out many circum- 
stances which would cause such profuse expenditure of the 
vital fluid in the treatment of apoplexy to be highly prejudici- 
al — Burrows says that his experience leads him fully to con- 
cur in reprobating the indiscriminate use of the lancet in 
these cerebral affections. He also adds that : the principles 
of treatment of apoplexy recommended by so eminent and 
experienced a physician as Dr. Abercrombie, have, he doubts 
not, misled many into the abuse of the lancet. They have 
been afraid to abstain from blood-letting, since that remedy 
has been declared to be almost a panacea by this writer. 
Several modern writers have alluded to states of the brain 
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simulating congestions of its vessels, and where depletion 
would only aggravate the symptoms. 

But the most formidable antagonist in the old school 
against blood-letting is Copeman. ' He asks, " Could things be 
worse under any plan of treatment, or would the mortality be 
greater without any treatment at all. Surely there is a com- 
plete justification for leaving the well-beaten allopathic track 
that has hitherto been trodden with so little satisfaction, and 
endeavoring to find out a path that might lead us to more en- 
couraging prospect. Of 155 cases, 129 were bled and only 
26 were not ; of the 129 who where bled only 51 recovered 
and 78 died ; of the 26 who were not bled, 18 were cured and 
8 died.— See p. 6. 

" From these facts," Copeman infers, that " bleeding gener- 
ally speaking, is so ineffectual a means of preventing the fatal 
termination of Apoplexy, that it scarcely deserves the name of 
a remedy for this disease. That bleeding in the foot was the 
most successful mode of abstracting blood, but that the treat- 
ment without loss of blood was attended with most success ; 
and that the mortality of the disease increased in proportion 
to the extent to which bleeding was carried ; the more copious 
the loss of blood, the more fatal the disease." {See Collection 
of Cases of Apoplexy, by JEdward Copeman, p. 7.) 

Copland says, that during his own experience he has often 
had cause to regret that apoplectic and other sudden seizures 
had been treated by blood-letting by the first medical man 
who had seen the patient. For many hundred years an idea 
has been entertained by medical practitioners that active prac- 
tice was good practice: that blood-letting was the best part of 
active practice ; and that this constituted the chief and great- 
est part of a medical reputation. They could not perceive 
' the fact that blood-letting could be injurious in any of these 
cases ; and they fully believed that patients died notwithstand- 
ing the bleeding, and not in consequence of it. Now mat- 
ters have somewhat amended with the progress and diffusion 
of medical knowledge ; but there still remains much to reform 
even in this, and other practical measures. The number of 



BLOOD-LETTING. 



243 



cases collected by Copeman might have been easily very much 
increased, and especially in support of the views which he has 
espoused, and which had been fully insisted upon by myself 
(Copland) and others long before he wrote." {See Copland 
on Palsy and Apoplexy, p. 275.) 

We have already seen that Abercrombie was most enthu- 
siastically in favor of free blood-letting in Apoplexy, and that 
he carried his prejudices and practice in this respect so far as 
even to be blamed by his fellow allopathic practitioners there- 
fore. It would almost necessarily be supposed that Abercrom- 
bie was unusually successful in his treatment ; it would hardly 
be guessed that a celebrated physician could carry his opinions 
and practice out in spite of the repeated and abundant ill suc- 
cess. In Copeman's work we find 28 cases of Apoplexy report- 
ed by Abercrombie, no less than 24 of which terminated 
fatally ; in 4 of these fatal cases " all the usual allopathic 
remedies were employed in the most active manner without 
the least effect in alleviating any of the symptoms, and on 
inspection after death, either no vestige of disease could be 
discovered in the brain, or at most, there was but a slight 
turgescence of the blood-vessels. 

I trust that I have honestly made the case strong enough 
against the universal applicability of blood-letting in the treat- 
ment of Apoplexy ; I trust that I have done enough, and that 
right fairly to prove that the sound and learned medical prac- 
titioner is often imperatively called upon to avoid blood-letting 
in many apoplectic attacks ; but. notwithstanding all this, I 
am fully convinced that blood-letting is safe and useful in 
some cases ; even Copeman, the great opponent of blood-let- 
ting in Apoplexy, says that in his opinion, the only cases in 
which bleeding is proper, are those which occur in plethoric 
habits, and where in addition to the symptoms of what is gen- 
erally understood by a full habit, there is evident distension 
or fulness of the superficial vessels of the head and neck, and 
that it is rarely necessary to carry the bleeding beyond the 
point of relieving entirely the external visible fulness of the 
vessels. Copland admits the safety and benefited' blood-let- 
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ting where there is slowness and fulness of the pulse, stertorous 
or strong breathing, and a tumid, flushed or livid countenance. 
Ratj says, bleeding may be necessary in those rare cases of 
true plethora where the brain and nervous system is over- 
whelmed by the excess of blood, and in violent congestions of 
noble organs, such as the brain or lungs, where there is immi- 
nent danger of Apoplexy in the former, and of suffocation in 
the latter. In these cases the bleeding simply averts the pres- 
ent danger, but does not cure the disease : this has to be accom- 
plished by appropiate medicines, and if this be not attended 
to, every drop of blood may be taken away without relieving 
the patient ; beyond a certain moderate point, we weaken the 
body by abstraction of blood, without lessening the quantity 
circulating in the brain. [Peters.] 
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(a.) Dr. Black says that this remedy somewhat resembles 
Nux-vomica in its action; it is most indicated when the pa- 
tient has not entirely lost consciousness, although it is more 
homoeopathic to stupor than Nux ; the best indications for its 
use are the presence of : Violent pains, especially in the fore- 
head ; severe headache with much vertigo, nausea and vomit- 
ing ; numbness, sometimes of the hands, sometimes of the 
feet ; or transient fits ; and paralysis of one side. — Brit. Jour. 
Horn., vol. 5, p. 56. 

(5.) It is used, perhaps, more frequently, to prevent Apoplexy, 
and against apoplectic-vertigo, than in the fit itself, although 
it may prove useful in many cases of gastric-, nervous-, and 
convulsive- or epileptic- Apoplexy. Noack and Trinks recom- 
mend it in Nervo-apoplectic conditions with hemiplegia ; in 
congestion of the brain and Apoplexy, even after profuse 
blood-letting; when there is great nausea with a tendency to 
faint ; dizziness with inclination to vomit ; attacks of dizziness 
with feeling of intoxication, dulness of the head, nausea, pressing 
and beating in the temples, alternate falling asleep of the feet 
and hands, difficulty in speaking, thinking or reading ; severe 
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headache with nausea and vomiting ; headache with feeling 
of emptiness and hollo wness of the head, increased by eating 
and drinking ; when there is vertigo, with nausea and falling 
down without consciousness ; vertigo, as from intoxication, and 
stupid feeling in the head, as if he had a plank before it ; 
vertigo, when raising himself in bed, as if everything turned 
around, with inclination to vomit, obliging him to lie down 
again ; headache with inclination to vomit, as if he had been 
taking an emetic ; stupid feeling in the head, with cold sweat 
on the forehead and hands. Attacks of paralytic weakness. 
Apoplexy of the left side ; epileptic- or convulsive- Apoplexy, 
in which the patient first feels as if intoxicated, then becomes 
quite still, and stares for a long time at one spot, without hear- 
ing or answering any questions, then falls down unconscious, 
writhing and muttering unintelligible words, with involuntary 
emission of urine, spasms of the limbs, convulsive clenching 
of the fingers, paroxysmal choking in the throat, the mouth 
being open as if he would vomit, the hands being cold, the 
face covered with cold sweat, the eyes glassy and protruded ; 
after the attack he is partly unconscious and bewildered. 
Pereira says it is homoeopathic to nausea, vomiting, stagger- 
ing, trembling and convulsions ; 3 or 4 grains of it have proved 
homoeopathic to nausea and fainting, although it is frequently 
added to malt liquors for the purpose of increasing their intoxi- 
cating powers. Taylor says it is homoeopathic to vomiting and 
intoxication. Attomyr regards Cocculus as indispensable in 
some of the consecutive affections of Apoplexy, especially 
against the weakness and irritability of the stomach, weakness 
and dizziness of the head, and the paralysis. He regards it, 
however, as more homoeopathic to epilepsy than to Apoplexy. 
Others regard it as most homoeopathic to asthenic Apoplexy, 
when the face is pale and sallow, but puffy and bloated, the 
pulse feeble and easily compressed, the respiration heavy and 
laborious ; especially when these symptoms have been ushered 
in by headache, giddiness, loss of memory, illusions of hear- 
ing, inarticulate speech, and inclination to somnolency. — 
Peters.] 
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CASE 35. — A maiden, aged 18, slender, and not yet men- 
struated, fell suddenly to the ground. 

Symptoms. — Her face was red, and glowing hot ; her eyes 
closed, eyeballs in constant rotation, and her pupils much dila- 
ted ; breathing short and noiseless, scarcely to be heard for 
hours together ; pulse full, hard and frequent ; entire uncon- 
sciousness. 

Treatment. — Bleeding was followed by groaning respira- 
tion, restless and anxious moving of the left arm and leg ; the 
right side was entirely insensible to severe pricking with nee- 
dles. She then received Cocculus, 12th dilution, and in the 
course of one hour she moved herself, turned over upon her 
side, her breathing became more quiet, but stronger and more 
equal, and she opened her eyes, although still without con- 
sciousness, or ability to speak. Consciousness returned at the 
end of four hours, but perfect paralysis of the right side 
remained ; at the end of twelve hours feeling and power 
of motion began to return in the paralyzed parts. Kecovery 
in two days more. — Annals, vol. 4, p. 47. Dr. Tietz. 

CASE 36. — Mr. L. had suffered for a long time with vertigo, 
which returned daily at 11 a.m. Whenever he looked up, he 
had a tendency to fall to the left side ; when he stooped it 
seemed as if he would fall backwards, so that he was obliged 
to hold on to something quickly. He often had stitches of 
pain in the top of the head, and pains in the back and sacrum. 

Treatment. — Two doses of Cocculus caused some improve- 
ment, but Causticum 30, effected a cure. — Archiv, vol. 17, 
part 1, p. 6. Dr. B. of D. 

CASE 37. — A youth, aged 17, had suffered with attacks of 
dizziness recurring every fourteen days, and lasting for several 
days. 

Symptoms. — Yertigo while sitting, when rising from bed, or 
from a chair, also while standing, but most frequently after 
dinner, and attended with a feeling of intoxication, and stu- 
pidity, with nausea, pressing and throbbing in both temples, 
and alternate falling asleep, first of the feet, then of the hands. 
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During the attacks he could scarcely speak ; afterwards he had 
difficulty in reading and thinking. 

Treatment. — Nine doses of Cocculus 15, one dose every six 
days, cured him entirely. — Gen. Horn. Jour., vol. 8, p. TO. 
Dr. Elwekt. 

Dose. The 12th and 15th dilutions have heen used successfully. In 
other cases the same doses as recommended for Nux may be given. — 
Peters. 

8. CONIUM-MACULATUM.* 

General Remakes. — According to Attomyr, the principal 
homoeopathic remedies against Apoplexy are : Belladonna, 
Conium, Hydrocyanic acid, Hyosciamus, Opium, and Plum- 
bum. 

According to Christison, Conium acts as specifically in 
causing paralysis of motion, as Aconite does in producing 
paralysis of sensation. It is homoeopathic to palsy, first of 
the voluntary muscles, next of the chest, finally of the dia- 
phragm, causing asphyxia from paralysis, without insensibili- 
ty, and with slight occasional twitches only of the limbs. 

In several soldiers, it proved homoeopathic to such drowsi- 
ness that they seemed to drop asleep while conversing ; but 
they soon became giddy with headache ; in one case there 
was such a state of insensibility, that the patient could only 
be roused for a few moments, his face was bloated, pulse only 
30, and extremities cold. 

It is also homoeopathic to great congestion of the head, with 
an unusually fluid state of the blood. 

Conium also differs very widely from Bellad., Stramon., and 
other narcotic remedies, in not producing violent orgasm, 
commotion, and active congestion of the blood ; Pohlmann 
found after taking one-third of a grain of Conium, that his 
pulse fell from 70 to 59, with slight dizziness, and a remarka- 
ble sensation of heaviness in the arms and legs, but especially 
in the left arm. Yogt thinks that it checks the arterial ization 
of the blood, and renders it much more venous. Ables also 
thinks that it acts sedatively on the arterial system. Sobern- 
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heim asserts that it diminishes the frequency of the pulse, and 
relaxes the muscular, and vascular fibres. 

It exerts a similar depressing action on the brain ; it is not 
only much more apt to be homoeopathic to paralysis and 
coma, than to delirium and convulsions, but it causes a most 
intense passive stagnation, and venous congestion of the blood 
about the head, and brain. In this respect it acts almost 
antagonistically to Ferrum ; (see page 154) ; and in like man- 
ner as this latter remedy is, perhaps, the most homoeopathic 
to true arterial congestive plethora and Apoplexy, so is 
Conium the most homoeopathic remedy to true, simple, and 
uncomplicated venous plethora and Apoplexy. 

Its action upon the functions of the brain are also decidedly 
depressing; it is homoeopathic to weakness of the intellectual 
faculties, loss of memory, inclination to shun society, yet with 
fear of being alone, dread of thieves, and liability to be easily 
frightened ; to want of mental energy, unfitness for exertion, 
confusion of ideas, as if from drowsiness, slow conception of 
ideas, ready forgetfulness, hypochondriacal indifference, dejec- 
tion of mind, &c, all pointing to a torpid and sub-paralytic 
state of the brain, which may easily be followed by Apo- 
plexy. 

It is also homoeopathic to apoplectic attacks, connected 
with, or dependent upon derangement of the liver ; according 
to Yogt it is homoeopathic to excessive distension of the ves- 
sels of the vena-porta system, with great enlargement of the 
liver, and profuse effusion of bile. Peters). 

(b.) According to Attomyr, Conium is indicated when the 
following 

Premonitions of Apoplexy occur : 
Yertigo, in which everything seems to turn around in a 
circle ; dizziness when rising up from stooping, with feeling 
as if the head would split ; dizziness, which is more severe 
while lying down, and then attended with the feeling as if 
the bed turned around ; dizziness on going up stairs, he was 
obliged to hold fast to something, and for a few moments did 
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not know where he was. Dulness of all the senses. Confusion 
and heaviness of the head ; persistent stupefaction of the 
head, with constant inclination to lie down. Dimness of sight. 
Roaring in the left ear with hardness of hearing, aggravated 
while eating. Roaring in the ears, as if from a wind-storm, 
increased from after dinner until bed-time, aggravated by 
mental exertion, but particularly by lying down in bed ; it was 
also noticed at night when he awoke. 

Bleeding from the nose, gritting of the teeth, difficulty of 
speaking, waterbrash, nausea and inclination to vomit. 

Dead feeling of the left hand, especially when clenching 
the fist ; numbness of the fingers , falling asleep of the legs 
while sitting ; numbness and coldness of the fingers and toes. 
Trembling of all the limbs, and incessant trembling. Great 
lassitude, relaxation of body and mind, nervous debility, faint- 
ing fits. Sleepiness during the day, so that he can scarcely 
keep his eyes open while reading ; drowsiness, even while 
walking in the open air ; sleepiness in the afternoon, so that, in 
spite of all his exertions to the contrary, he was obliged to 
lie down and sleep. Sleep disturbed by unpleasant dreams. 

Conium is indicated in attacks of Apoplexy when the 
patient lies without consciousness, in a deep sleep, and breathes 
with extraordinary difficulty and exertion, (see Apoplexy of 
the Medulla-oblongata, page 168) ; when the breathing is slow 
and difficult ; when the pulse is unequal in force and quick- 
ness, large and slow pulsations being followed at irregular 
intervals by several small and quick pulse-beats ; slow, weak 
pulse ; pulse small, hard and slow, only 30 beats per minute. 
Protrusion of the eyes, dilated pupils, followed by contrac- 
tion of the pupils. 

Paleness of the face ; blueness, or bluish and swollen state of 
the face; blueness of the face, as if crowded with venous blood, 
as in strangled persons. Constipation, involuntary discharge 
of faeces while asleep. Suppression of urine, ischuria, frequent 
urination, with inability to retain the urine. Paralysis and 
coldness of the extremities. Attomye. 

From the powerful action which Conium exerts upon swell- 

19 
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ings and exudations, it is very probable that it will also aid 
powerfully in the absorption of apoplectic clots ; and from 
its depressant action on the vascular system, it may prove 
antipathic to the inflammatory irritation which is so apt to set 
in around the clot. Peters. 

DoSC. No cases of Apoplexy have as yet been reported, as cured by 
Conium. Noack advises 1 or 2 drops of the pure tincture per dose, or 
of the 1st or 2d dilution. Those who prefer them, may use the glo- 
bules, either dry upon the tongue, or in solution. Peters. 

9. CROTALUS. 

CASE 38. — A man was suddenly attacked with Apoplexy. 

Symptoms. — Headache, oppression of the chest, and burn- 
ing fever with quick pulse; inability to speak; deep slumber, 
from which he could not be roused; muttering to himself. 

Treatment. — Crotalus 30 effected a speedy cure. Genl. 
Horn. Jour., vol. 39, p. 280. Dr. Weber. 

10. CUPRUM- AND PLUMBUM-ACETICUM. 

General Remarks. — Beer, of Vienna, in 5 cases, found 
Copper to be homoeopathic to very severe headache, slight deli- 
rium, convulsive movements of the legs, great exhaustion, and 
somnolence, which in 3 cases amounted to coma. From 
Christison's remarks we also learn that it is often homoeopathic 
to violent headache and other affections of the brain, in which 
symptoms of narcotism appear first, and are followed by irri- 
tation. 

It is also peculiarly homoeopathic to Apoplexy which arises 
from disorder or disease of the liver ; to the brain-affections 
which are so common in bilious persons, and in those who 
have acute or chronic jaundice, although we will soon see that 
Phosphor, also deserves attention. 

From Dana's American edition of Tanquerel's work on 
Lead Diseases, we learn that Lead is decidedly homoeopathic to 
some varieties of coma and partial Apoplexy. It is so when 
the patient suddenly falls into a comatose state in the midst 
of an appearance of good health, or during the course of se- 
vere colic. In the highest degree of this variety of disease, 
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the patient is immovable, the limbs gathered upon the body, 
the eyes closed or half closed, and snoring may be heard like 
that from one in a sound sleep ; from time to time the patient 
utters heavy groans, but if spoken to he cannot be roused from 
the comatose state in which he is plunged ; still at times, if 
he be pinched sharply, he may open his eyes, look around, and 
then fall again into his lethargic sleep without replying to any 
question. Involuntary automatic movements of the head, 
trunk, and limbs take place from time to time ; the pupils may 
be dilated or contracted, and light either has no effect upon them 
or else causes them to slowly contract ; sensibility and motion 
are lessened, but not abolished ; the jaws are firmly clenched ; 
and from time to time there may be an abrupt motion of the 
lips accompanied with a strong expiration, a movement com- 
mon in Apoplexy, and often called " smoking the pipe." 

Lead is also homoeopathic to a sub-delirious form of coma ; 
the patient after having been plunged into a sleep, more or less 
profound, seems to awake suddenly, opens his eyes, nearly al- 
ways mutters the same unintelligible words, or distinctly pro- 
nounces them without any meaning; he may turn, and turn 
again in his bed, rise and take the most fanciful postures, and 
then finally fall back into his first sleep. If he be briskly 
aroused from his lethargic state, he at first opens his eyes a 
little, then closes them immediately, or if he opens them com- 
pletely they look fixed and haggard, and if he then be ques- 
tioned with much earnestness he will sometimes look fixedly 
at the person without speaking, or else he replies in a stam- 
mering, very laughable and sing-song manner ; there is a 
constant tendency to repeat the same, or similar sounding 
words. 

Sometimes when the patients are awakened from their stu- 
por, their harsh jargon often expresses discontent, and they 
turn with ill humor away from their interlocutor ; sometimes 
when they are awakened, they articulate the first words of a 
reply, and mutter the rest as they fall again into their stupor. 
In some cases they can give a rational reply if it does not re- 
quire more than one word, such as yes or no. All the organs 
of the senses are blunted. 
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Lead is also homoeopathic when these two varieties of sim- 
ple coma and sub-delirious coma occur in alternation, or appear- 
and disappear without any particular order of occurrence. 
Lead is peculiarly indicated when the above states set in with- 
out premonitory symptoms, and almost instantaneously ; but it 
is very rare that the comatose variety occurs alone, without 
being preceded or followed by delirium or convulsions. 

Lead- Atrophy of the Brain. 

In 21 cases Lead proved homoeopathic to a flattening and 
shrinking of the convolutions of the brain, with increase or 
diminution of the firmness or cohesion of the medullary sub- 
stance, and of the size of the brain. In 19 cases, to yellow- 
ness of the substance of the brain ; in 32 other cases there 
was serous infiltration, more or less slight; congestion of the 
membranes of the brain, more or less great ; and diminution of 
the consistence (softening) of the white cerebral substance, 
without any change of color. — Tanqueeel says, that the shrink- 
ing and flattening of the cerebral convolutions deserve se- 
rious examination, because they have been noticed by 
numerous and skilful observers, and consequently are worthy 
of the highest credence— in some of these cases there was also 
an increase of the volume and consistency of the brain, in 
fact, an hypertrophy ; but in other cases there was also a flat- 
tening of the cerebral convolutions, with diminution of the 
size of the brain, in short there was either an atrophy, or at 
least a shrinking, or condensation of the cerebral mass. In 
other cases there is only a turgescence of the cerebral tissue. 

It will be seen that if homoeopathy be true, Lead must prove 
a most important remedy in some of the most serious chronic 
affections of the brain ; in acute swelling of the brain, in 
hypertrophy, in white or yellow softening, in atrophy and 
induration of the brain. 

BoKrrANSKY in particular has laid great stress upon the 
more or less frequent occurrence of premature atrophy of the 
brain in Apoplexy, associated or not with manifest premature 
senility of the whole organism — he thinks it a very important 
condition in itself, but it also becomes still more 60 from its 



PLUMBUM. — IPECAC. 



253 



immediate and subsequent consequences. These consequences 
are: 

(a) Congestion of the brain, or Hyperemia ex vacuo, giving 
rise to those transient or protracted attacks which simulate 
Apoplexy, and are so frequent in old age. 

(J.) Actual Apoplexy, with haemorrhage, is one of the most 
common consequences of atrophy cf the brain, and the con- 
gestion to which it gives rise. 

(c.) (Edema of the brain is a very common occurrence in 
the atrophied brains of the aged and imbecile — it may be | 
chronic or acute. 

Atrophy when it involves the whole brain and has reached 
a certain degree, terminates fatally either by paralyzing the 
brain, or through some of the consequences described above. 
(See page 165.) Peters. 

Schmid found Cuprum-acet. exceedingly useful in nervous 
Apoplexy marked by loss of consciousness, twitchings of the 
face, distortion of the mouth, partial paralysis and distortion 
of the tongue, pa'ralysis of the tongue, immobility of one or 
the other limb. — Hygea, vol. 12, p. 127. 

DoSCt Noack advises 1 grain doses of the 1st, 2d, or 3d tritura- 
tion ; or 3 or 4 grains of the 100th, 150th, or 200th, in a tumbler of wa- 
ter, a tablespoonful to be given every quarter, half, one or two hours. 
Peters. 



See pages 18 and 19. 



10. FERKUM. 



11. IPECAC 



CASE 39. — In an attack of nervous and serous Apoplexy, 
attended with dizziness, paralysis of the lips, inability to speak, 
flow of spittle out of the mouth, and paralysis of the limbs, 
much good was accomplished with Ipecac. : but Cocculus was 
necessary to perfect the cure. (See case 17.) Dr. Eummel. 

12. glonoine.* 

This extraordinary remedy promises to be useful against 
headaches, congestion of the brain, and congestive apoplectic 
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attacks. It is particularly indicated, according to Heetng, 
against throbbing headache, aggravated by shaking the head, 
and attended with great quickness of the pulse, which may 
range as high as 120 per minute, and even more ; it is more 
homoeopathic to these symptoms than any known remedy. 

It is also indicated against : " sensations of swelling about 
the face and neck ; uncertainty of step ; dizziness from moving 
the head ; heaviness of the head, especially over the eyes, and 
extending to the ears ; dull headache, with warm sweat on the 
forehead. Headache ascending from below upwards, espe- 
cially on the top of the head ; from within outwards, especially 
in the temples, with feeling as if the brain were swelling, or 
getting too large ; fulness in the head, especially on the top, 
with throbbing and heat. Congestion to, and heat of the head. 
Throbbing in the forehead, temples and vertex, extending back 
into the nape, increased by every step, and by every motion 
of the head. A. bruised and sore feeling in the head. The 
pain, heat and fulness of the head are peculiarly apt to ascend 
from below upwards, i.e., to commence in the chest, nape of 
the neck, or occiput, and then pass up into the upper part of 
the head. Shaking of the head aggravates the pain very 
much. The headache is attended with quick pulse, redness 
of the face, and perspiration of the forehead, with redness of 
the eyes, heat in the eyeballs and lids, soreness and aching of 
the globe. Hering. 

There may be sparks, spots, and dimness before the eyes ; 
fulness and noises, with sense of stoppage of the ears; pain 
and stiffness of the jaws; nausea and vomiting; increased 
flow of clear, spastic urine ; (an unfavorable sign in Apoplexy, 
according to Schosnlein) ; suppression of menses, with conges- 
tion to the head and chest, or with headache and fainting fits. 

Also oppression of the chest, sobbing, violent palpitation of 
the heart, pain and stiffness of the nape of the neck (from 
congestion of the brain) ; pain, throbbing and fulness in the 
nape; pain, heat and shivering down the whole of the back; 
heaviness, weakness, and numbness of the arms, with pain 
and trembling ; fainting fits ; throbbing, crawling, thrilling, 
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and curious feeling of warmth through the whole body, moving 
from above downwards ; twitchings of the fingers ; yawning, 
with congestion to the head ; sleepiness ; feeling of warmth, 
especially in the face, and ascending from the pit of the 
stomach to the head ; perspiration, especially on the face. 

Hering also advises it against the effect of mental-concus- 
sions or shocks, fright, or mechanical injuries of the head ; in 
congestions of the head, Apoplexy, headaches, and sun-stroke. 

CASE 40.* — Dr. Zumbrock, subject to frequent attacks of 
headache, almost always after taking cold, and always on 
damp days ; they generally lasted a whole day, or longer ; 
always commenced in the occiput, and spread from there over 
the whole head ; were increased by shaking the head, but 
relieved by gentle walking, especially in the open air. Du- 
ring the attacks his face became red, he could not see dis- 
tinctly, and he had black specks before the eyes. 

Treatment. — Aconite and Bellad. did not relieve, but 
Glonoine 1-300 relieved him quickly and permanently for 
months. — Hering upon Glonoine, p. 52. 

CASE 41.* — A patient, with frightful arthritic pains in the 
head, and vomiting, followed by a fainting fit, was very 
quickly relieved by Glonoine, but not cured — in several other 
cases it only produced transient relief. Dr. Geist. 

CASE 42.* — Flushes of heat and congestion of blood to the 
head, in a lady predisposed to Apoplexy, were quickly relieved 
by Glonoine. Dr. Okie. 

CASE 43.* — In two cases of throbbing headache in the fore- 
head, and between both tenrples, with violent palpitation of 
the heart, and throbbing of the carotids, speedy relief was 
induced by Glonoine 2. Dr. Durham. 

CASE 44.* — A young man, from working in a garden, in 
the hot sun, was taken with nausea, violent headache, which, 
soon became throbbing, and attended with fever ; his face had 
a yellowish red color, his eyes were fixed, dull and glassy, 
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pupils contracted, pulse quick and small, he could scarcely 
speak, and had frequent retching to vomit. 

Treatment. — This case, and several similar ones, were quick- 
ly cured by G-lonoine. Dr. Campos, of Norfolk. 

CASE 45.* — A delicate woman had headache upon the 
vertex and in the temples, which, without being throbbing, 
increased and diminished in intensity, and some of the ex- 
acerbations were so severe that she almost wished to die ; her 
pulse was small, weak, and not quick. 

Treatment. — Kelieved quickly by Glonoine 12. Dr. Hering. 

CASE 46.* — Kev. Waage had severe symptoms from an 
over-dose of several hundred globules, but remained free from 
an accustomed sick-headache from Nov. to May, i.e., for six 
months. 

Symptoms. — The attacks occurred at every opportunity •, 
commenced suddenly with the illusion, as if the focus of the 
left eye were changed ; he then saw everything half-light, 
half-dark, and felt as if he must die ; in half an hour inclination 
to vomit set in, he was obliged to sit down, and then it seemed 
as if a cloud rose up and melted away, when his sight would 
be restored, but the most violent headache would arise and 
persist until he vomited. This headache was always on the 
left side. Dr. Hering thought the attacks would ultimately 
lead to Apoplexy, if not cured. 

Treatment. — Every variety of homoeopathic treatment 
had been tried without benefit until Glonoine was given. 
Dr. Hering. 

CASE 47.* — An aged nurse, suffering with chronic disease 
of the heart, was frequently attacked with violent headaches, 
lasting all day, especially in damp, foggy weather. The pain 
was tearing, ascended from the occiput up to the vertex, where 
it became throbbing ; motion and stooping increased it ; lying 
down relieved it ; she also had a sense of fulness, as if from 
rush of blood to the nape of the neck and head. 

Treatment. — Kelieved in one hour by Glonoine 12; this 
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high potency did not relieve other attacks, and Platina had 
to be resorted to. Dr. Rave. 

CASE 48.* — Congestion of blood to the head in a pregnant 
female, attended with paleness of the face, loss of the senses, 
and falling down unconscious, with cold sweats. 

Treatment. — This and other cases were relieved by Glonoine 
G, or 12, or 30. Dr. Hering. 

CASE 49.* — Many cases of headache just before men- 
struation, or during the monthly period, or just after it has 
ceased, or when it does not appear, especially when there is 
fulness of the head, with or without redness of the face and 
eyes, with throbbing pains, or the most violent throbbing and 
rending ones, may be relieved almost instantaneously by Glo- 
noine 6, 12, or 30. Dr. Hering. 

CASE 50.* — A plethoric girl, ever since she began to men- 
struate, became subject to attacks of congestion to the head, 
alternating with rush of blood towards the heart ; her face 
was pale at times, red at others, and such attacks sometimes 
occurred five or six times a day ; she was apt to fall down in- 
sensible. 

Treatment. — Glonoine, repeated every two hours, cured this 
case, and also another in which there were alternations of 
congestion to the head and heart, with loss of consciousness, 
spasms, and frothing at the mouth. Dr. Okie. 

D0S6« In these cases, and those already reported in my book on 
Headaches, (p. 115,) the 1st dilution was used in one case; the 2d in 
one ; the 3d in three instances ; the 6th in four cases ; the 9th in two ; 
the 12th in six ; and the 30th in two cases. It is probable, from the 
experience of Waage, if larger doses had been used in some of the 
cases, the result would have been far better. Peters. 

13. HTOSCIAMUS. 

General Remarks. — Dr. Schneller experienced from \\ 
grains of the extract : confusion of the senses, weakness of sight, 
some difficulty of speaking, and a by no means disagree- 
able state, like that of slight intoxication. From 2 grains : 
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confusion in the forehead, afterwards of sight and hearing, 
followed by restless sleep. From 3£ to 4 grains : dull frontal 
headache, followed in seven hours by cloudiness and weak- 
ness of sight, and slowness of the pulse. From 4£ to 4f 
grains : confusion of the head, frontal headache on the left 
side, dimness of vision, frequent inclination to yawn, and sleep- 
iness. From 11^ grains : giddiness, reticulated vision, frontal 
headache on the right side, and sleepiness. 

Choquet, in the persons of two soldiers, found it homoeopa- 
thic to giddiness, stupidity, speechlessness, with dull and hag- 
gard look, dilatation of the pupils, and such great insensibility 
of the eyes to light, that the lids did not wink when the cor- 
nea was touched ; their pulses were small and intermitting ; 
breathing difficult, jaws locked, and mouth distorted by risus 
sardonicus. 

Christison asserts that it is homoeopathic to loss of speech, 
dilatation of the pupils, coma and delirium, generally of the 
unmanageable, but sometimes of the furious kind. Also to 
that singular union of delirium and coma which has been 
termed Typhomania. Wiener found it homoeopathic to 
profound coma, but when the prostration and somnolency 
went off, extravagant delirium set in, and the patient became 
quite unmanageable. Christison also says that it is homoeo- 
pathic when delirium precedes coma, and when the coma 
passes off, the delirium is apt to return for some time. Loss 
of speech is regarded as one of its most common effects. 
Vogt admits that it is homoeopathic to vertigo, heaviness of 
the head, sleepiness, confusion of the head and headache, and 
when the senses commence to deceive one, so that taste and 
smell are diminished, noises are heard in the ears, and illu- 
sions of vision, such as flimmering before the eyes and double 
vision, occur. In one case it caused impotence which lasted 
for eight months. 

According to Attomyr, Hyosciamus is indicated against 
the premonitions of Apoplexy, when there is vertigo with dim- 
ness of sight, and staggering to and fro like a drunken per- 
son ; when the memory is weak, spirits depressed, with red- 
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ness of the face and dilated pupils ; when the nose is apt to 
bleed, the speech difficult and inarticulate, with sense of crawl- 
ing and falling asleep in the hands and limbs; great debility, 
disinclination to move or work, inclination to faint ; great 
drowsiness, with gritting of the teeth. 

It is homoeopathic in attacks of Apoplexy with snoring 
respiration ; against those profound and long-continued slum- 
bers which are apt to end in Apoplexy ; when epileptic attacks 
occur in alternation with apoplectic conditions. When the pa- 
tient falls suddenly to the ground with entire loss of conscious- 
ness ; when the breathing is quick and rattling, interrupted by 
snoring and choking;. 

When the eyes are fixed and inclined to squint ; or are 
open and roll from side to side ; or are protruded forwards, 
and move convulsively; the pupils .being widely dilated. 
When the patient's face looks as if he were drunk, or is distort- 
ed, bluish, or earth-colored, and the jaw is dropped. Or 
when the color of the face varies from being pale and cold, 
to a bluish, or red and swollen state, or to a brownish red 
color. 

When there is inability to speak or swallow, the throat 
being contracted or paralyzed, so that the patient is obliged 
to spit out the things which he has taken into his mouth. 

Also when there is looseness of the bowels, with urging to 
urinate, retention of urine, or paralysis of the bladder. 

Hyosciamus acts more like Opium than any other remedy, 
except that it is more apt to cause nervous irritations of vari- 
ous muscles, marked by twitching of the eyes and face, and 
jerkings of the limbs. It is homoeopathic in those cases in which 
Opium seems indicated, yet the pupils are much dilated. It 
acts more powerfully on the vascular system than Conium, 
yet not so much as Bellad. and Stramon. Peters. 

CASE 51. — An unmarried lady, aged 59, fell into a coma- 
tose state, with frequent snoring, from which she could only 
be roused imperfectly for a few moments by hard shaking, and 
loud speaking ; still she could answer no questions, neither 
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could she swallow ; her excretions were passed involuntarily. 
Her face was red, the veins of the body were distended, her 
pulse quick and full ; this condition of things had already 
lasted for several days ; and there was much numbness of the 
hands. 

Treatment and result. — A few drops of Ilyosciam. 3 were 
put in a wineglassful of water, and a teaspoonful given sev- 
eral times a day, with such good effect that she was almost 
well in ten days. Bellad. perfected the cure. 

In the course of the following year the same patient was 
suddenly attacked with bloating of the face, staggering-dizzi- 
ness, distortion of the mouth, twitching of several muscles of 
the face, with entire inability to speak, although she was per- 
fectly conscious. 

Treatment. — She was perfectly restored in six days, by 
means of Laurocerasus 3, given as above directed for Hyosc. 
Dr. Elwekt. 

Drs. Ozanne and Ladelci have used Hyosc. with benefit, 
as an intercurrent remedy in several cases of Apoplexy. 

Dose* Same as recommended for Conium. 

14. HYDROCYANIC-ACTD.* 

General Remarks. — Black says it is indicated in Apo- 
plexy, when the patient is quite insensible, the pupils immov- 
able, the breathing stertorous and slow, the pulse feeble and 
only 30, the features spasmodically contracted, eyes fixed 
and staring, and turned up, the chest heaving convulsively 
and hurriedly. 

Attomtr thinks it homoeopathic when there is dizziness, with 
inclination to sleep, and the head seems to turn round and 
round. "When the eyes are half opened and fixed ; pupils dilated 
and immovable ; when the face is sunken, dingy, and gray ; 
breathing difficult and rattling, or slow and almost imper- 
ceptible ; the pulse small, contracted, and infrequent, or 
neither quick nor slow, but irregular as regards the force of 
the beats. 
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Dose. Noack advises 1 or 2 drop doses of the 1st, 2d, or 3d dilu- 
tion, repeated every half, one, two, or four hours, in acute and severe 
cases. Peters. 

15. IGNATIA.* 

General Remarks. — The action of this remedy is very 
similar to that of Nux, and like it, it is best suited to Apo- 
plexy when attended with convulsions. 

CASE 52 * — A man, aged 38, had had an attack of Apo- 
plexy, which weakened his memory of names, but left him 
tolerably able to attend to his business. But he was again 
seized with a violent attack ; he was copiously bled, but his 
face and lips still continued livid and swollen ; his teeth were 
clenched ; frothy and bloody saliva exuded from his mouth ; 
his breathing was stertorous, and he had general convulsions. 
He was bled again without relief, and matters see:ned grow- 
ing worse and worse, the patient remaining quite insensible. 
Dr. Gachapin then, in despair, proposed to his colleague the 
trial of a homoeopathic remedy, the indication for which 
seemed precise, but as this was his first trial of homoeopathy, 
he admitted that he could not predict the result. His col- 
league consented, and 1 drop tinct. Ignatia, was given in a 
spoonful of water; this dose was soon repeated, as the 
patient could not swallow all of the first. In five minutes, 
the convulsions were violently increased, but they soon began 
to abate, and gradually ceased. In half an hour consciouness 
began to be restored, and he soon recovered. — Brit. Jour. 
Horn., vol. 5, p. 51. 

16. NUX-VOMICA. 

General Remarks. — [Dr. Black suggests that Kux may 
prove homoeopathic to the paralytic cases of Apoplexy, in which 
there is often but little loss of consciousness; it is, however, far 
more homoeopathic to Apoplexy which follows epileptic or other 
convulsive attacks. According to Wood and Bache it acts 
specifically and principally upon the nerves of motion ; its ope- 
ration is evinced at first by a feeling of weight and weakness, 
with tremblings in the limbs, and some rigidity on attempting 
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motion. It also sometimes produces pain in the head, vertigo, 
contracted pupil, and dimness of vision, while sensations ana? 
lno-ous to those attending imperfect palsy, such as formication 
and tingling, are apt to be experienced on the surface. If the 
remedy be pushed a little farther, there will be a tendency to 
permanent involuntary muscular contractions, as in lock-jaw, 
but at the same time frequent starts or spasms occur, as from 
electric shocks ; finally, severe and long-continued spasms 
arise. 

To Fouquier belongs- the credit of first applying it in the 
cure of paralytic affections ; Wood and Baciie say that his 
success was such as to induce him to communicate to the pub- 
lic the result of his experience. Other physicians have since 
employed it with variable success, but the experience in its 
favor so much predominates, that it may now be considered a 
standard remedy in palsy. It is a singular fact attested by 
numerous .witnesses, that its action is directed more especially 
to the paralytic part, exciting contraction in this, before it 
exerts any perceptible influence upon other parts. It has 
been found more successful in general palsy and paraplegia, 
than in hemiplegia, and has frequently effected cures in 
palsy of the bladder, incontinence of urine from paralysis of 
the sphincter, amaurosis, and other cases of partial palsy. 
Wood and Bache also say, that upon the same principle it 
has been found useful in obstinate constipation from deficient 
contractility of the bowels ; but how do they explain its cur- 
ing obstinate spasmodic asthma and chorea, which they assert 
it does? 

It may prevent Apoplexy in debilitated persons with scanty 
urine, and constipated bowels, for Pereira says, it usually 
promotes the appetite, assists the digestive process, increases 
the secretion of urine, and renders the excretion of this fluid 
more frequent, while in some cases it acts slightly on the 
bowels. 

Pereira also says, it is homoeopathic when the patient has 
a feeling of weight and weakness in the limbs, with increased 
sensibility to light, sound, touch, and variations of tempera- 
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ture, with depression of spirits and anxiety. Also when the 
limbs tremble and a slight rigidity or stiffness is felt ; finally, 
when the patient experiences some difficulty in keeping the 
erect posture, and frequently staggers in walking. 

It may also prove homoeopathic to Apoplexy of the cere- 
bellum (see page 169), as Trousseau and Pidoux say it is apt 
to affect the muscles of the penis, rendering the frequent 
diurnal and nocturnal erections quite inconvenient, even in 
those who, for some time before, had lost somewhat of their 
virility. Pereera alludes to two cases of paralysis in which 
Nux caused almost constant nocturnal erection, while females 
experience more energetic venereal desires, as proved by con- 
fidential communications on this point, which cannot be 
doubted. 

Nux-Softening of the Brain. 

According to Christison both it and Strychnine are homoe- 
opathic to softening of the brain and spinal cord, congestion 
of the brain and its membranes, and effusions of serum and 
blood. In one case the vessels of the brain were gorged, the 
membranes of the spinal cord highly injected, and four 
patches of extravasated blood were found between the spinal 
arachnoid and the external membrane ; fluid blood flowed in 
abundance from the spinal cavity, where the veins were gorged; 
the pia mater was injected, and the spinal column softened at 
its upper part, and here and there almost pulpy. There was 
also congestion and softening of the brain. In another case 
Oefila and Ollivier found it homoeopathic to much serous 
effusion on the surface of the cerebellum, and softening of the 
whole cortical substance of the brain, but especially of the 
cerebellum. Blumhardt, too, found it homoeopathic to soften- 
ing of the cerebellum, and congestion of the cerebral vessels, 
together with softening of the spinal cord, and general gorg- 
ing of the spinal veins. Christison says, this is some con- 
firmation of an opinion advanced not long ago by Flourens 
that Nux acts particularly on the cerebellum. Thomson found 
it homoeopathic to much congestion of the whole membranes 
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and substance of the brain and cerebellum, and even some 
extravasation of blood within the cavity of the arachnoid, 
over the upper surface of the brain (See Meningeal Apoplexy, 
page 171). Watt found it homoeopathic to softening of the 
substance of the brain, and lumbar part of the spinal cord. 

CASE 53. — A man,- aged 63, much addicted to the use of 
coffee, fell suddenly to the ground. 

Symptoms. — He lay snoring, in an unconscious condition ; 
the spittle ran out of his mouth ; when loudly spoken to, he 
opened his eyes, muttered to himself, and then fell again into 
slumber ; his eyes were dim, and the corners filled with puru- 
lent matter ; the organs of deglutition, and his legs, were 
entirely paralyzed ; his jaw hung down on the right side ; he 
had no fever, but his pulse was full and slow ; he grasped to- 
wards his head, with his right hand ; he had a large, protrud- 
ing inguinal hernia. 

Treatment and result. — Kux-vom. 30 was given him to 
smell, and five drops were added to an injection ; in the 
course of four hours his consciousness commenced to return, 
and he attempted to speak. Nux 30 was given internally, 
and in the course of the following night his rupture was re- 
duced spontaneously ; the next morning his speech could be 
understood, and he could swallow without difficulty, but com- 
plained of heaviness of his head, and dizziness. After taking 
several doses of Arnica 9, he was entirely restored in eight 
days. — Archiv, vol. 8, part 2, p. 81. Dr. Schuler. 

CASE 54. — Lady S., aged 55 years, was attacked with 
Apoplexy. 

Symptoms. — She lay on her back, with rattling respiration ; 
her eyes were fixed, dim, and did not move even when the 
cornea was touched ; the pupils were dilated ; thick white 
mucus collected in the mouth, and her whole body was cold, 
and without feeling. 

Treatment and result— One drop of Nux 1 was given in 
water, and repeated in a quarter of an hour ; in ten minutes 
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a tetanic spasm set in, and lasted for two hours, the previ- 
ously relaxed limbs becoming stiff and rigid ; when this sub- 
sided she lay quietly, her breathing became regular, a gentle 
perspiration broke out over the whole body, and although she 
was unconscious and unable to swallow, still she seemed 
sensible to touch. One drop of Opium 6 was given, and in 
one hour she opened and moved her eyes, made signs that she 
recognized her friends, then fell asleep, and perspired pro- 
fusely, after which she began to speak. In three days more, 
she was entirely restored, although very weak. — Gen. Horn. 
Journ. vol. 24, p. 216. Dr. Scholz. 

CASE 55. — A man, aged 49, of medium size, but apoplec- 
tic build, had often suffered with rush of blood to the head. 
He was attacked with confusion of the head, dizziness, and 
trembling of the limbs. 

Treatment. — Aconit. and Nux in repeated doses cured him 
entirely (see cases 2 and 10). — Hygea, vol. 8, p. 34. Dr. 

KaSEMANN. 

CASE 56* — A stout, healthy woman, aged about 50, had 
been remarkably well until the morning of the same day, 
when she began to complain of pain in the head and gid- 
diness ; her head and face were hot, mouth drawn to one side, 
the left arm numb, pulse full and strong, but natural in fre- 
quency ; she complained of dull pain, with fulness in the 
-aead, and great drowsiness. 

Treatment. — Nux-vom. 3, one drop per dose, to be repeated 
every quarter of an hour for two or three times, and then 
every two or three hours, as soon as improvement was 
observed ; by the next day all the above symptoms had dis- 
appeared, but she still had a disagreeable dull sensation in 
the head and slight numbness of the left arm. The Nux was 
continued every six hours, and by the evening she was quite 
well, and remained so for at least two months. — Brit. Journ. 
Horn., vol. 5, p. 49. Dr. Black. 

CASE 57.* — A lady aged 51, short-necked, very stout, 

20 
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face generally flushed and eyes suffused, was suddenly seized 
with Apoplexy, sank down heavily and became insensible, 
while stooping over a sick friend. In twenty minutes she re- 
covered her consciousness, but could not open her eyes ; her 
face was flushed, pulse imperceptible, limbs and bowels cold; 
she had numbness of the tongue, with stammering on attempt- 
ing to speak. 

Treatment. — Hot bottles were applied to her feet, and one 
drop of tinct. Nux was put in six table-spoonfuls of water, and 
one teaspoonful given every half hour for two hours, and then 
every three hours. She became warm in the course of an 
hour, and then gradually and steadily improved until she 
was quite well. — Brit. Journ. Horn., vol. 5, p. 52. Dr. Kek. 

CASE 58* — Mrs. B. was suddenly seized with Apoplexy ; 
she had been under homoeopathic treatment for some weeks, 
for numbness of the right hand and arm, and tingling sensa- 
tion in the ends of the fingers ; the fingers were occasionally 
cedematous; numbness of the right leg; weakness of the 
whole right side ; a painful and indescribable feeling of ap- 
prehension ; occasional difficulty in pronouncing words; stam- 
mers, and says what she did not intend to say ; confusion of 
ideas ; sensation in the top of the head as if electrical sparks 
were being emitted ; pain, occasionally in the left temple ; 
dizziness at times, but rarely ; the right hand apt to be colder 
than the left ; pulse TO, and weak. She was of a full habit 
of body, with a short, thick neck, red face and suffused eye ; 
she passed much urine, which deposited a white sediment ; 
bowels were regular ; she was troubled with piles, which bled 
profusely sometimes, and then gave relief to most of her 
symptoms ; her menses were ceasing gradually, and change 
of life was taking place. She never had any appetite for 
breakfast, and had nausea immediately afterwards ; her 
appetite was generally not good, tongue coated with a whitish 
fur, and fulness in the pit of the stomach ; she was also apt 
to have a pricking sensation over the face. 

Treatment. — For these symptoms she had taken Nux, 
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Opium, Bellad., Puis., and tinct. Sulph., with benefit, when 
the sudden death of a friend excited her greatly, and brought 
back most of the above symptoms, in addition to violent pal- 
pitation of the heart and intense headache, and finally, after 
making some exertion in a stooping posture, she fell down 
heavily in a comatose state. 

Symptoms. — Her face was swollen, eyes turned up, and 
breathing stertorous ; she remained half an hour in a state of 
insensibility, and then began to recover consciousness, but 
there was icy coldness of the extremities, and of the whole 
surface of the body ; her pulse was scarcely perceptible ; she 
had much headache, with sensation of pricking on the top of 
the head ; she could not swallow, spoke with great difficulty 
and very indistinctly ; her eyes were shut, and could not be 
opened ; the stertorous breathing changed to slow, full respi- 
ration. 

Treatment. — Hot bottles were applied to the abdomen and 
to the limbs. One drop of tinct. Nux-vom. was mixed in a 
tumbler half full of water, and one teaspoonful given every 
half hour. The next day, the skin was warm, pulse stronger, 
and headache slight, but she had acute pain in the pit of the 
stomach occasionally ; she could open and shut her eyes, and 
had somewhat recovered the use of her faculties, although there 
was still a great tendency to mistake objects, and call things 
by wrong names. Nux was given every four hours. On the 
following day she was very much better, with the exception of 
her headache ; the pain was acute, and darted from one tem- 
ple to another, and there was a tendency to faintness. Bellad. 
3 was given, without much relief for a day or two ; but it was 
continued, and, in eight days more, she was well enough to go 
to church. — Brit. Jour. Horn., vol. 7, p. 169. Dr. Kek. 

CASE 59.* — A carman, aged 50, very steady and temperate 
in his habits, was seized, whilst loading his cart, with dizziness 
and staggering, which caused him to hold by a post to prevent 
falling. He recovered himself a little, and attempted to drive, 
but had not proceeded many steps before he fell two or three 
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times upon his hands, and when he got up, could not stand 
without support. He became confused in his sight, and could 
scarcely distinguish the road. He had now a general aching 
in the head, with a sensation of swimming and lightness, as 
soon as he moved ; his forehead was hot, his pulse slow and 
throbbing; no thirst, tongue moist and clean, and bowels 
regular. 

Treatment— Nux-vom. 6, every four hours. The next day 
he was so much better as to be able to walk out, as he only had 
a slight headache, with a little dizziness at times, and occa- 
sional singing in the right ear ; his appetite was better. Con- 
tinued the Nux, and in three days he was much better still, 
although he yet had a little dizziness when he stooped, or 
walked fast. China 3, two doses at intervals of six hours, 
then Sulph. 12, also two doses at the same intervals of 
time ; he was so much relieved in two days more, that he 
could stoop without inconvenience, was cheerful and active. 
Took Conium 6 twice a day, for a momentary return of swim- 
ming of the head, recurring once or twice a day. — Horn, in 
Acute Diseases, p. 175. Dr. Yeldham. 

CASE 60.*— Mrs. M., aged 50, tolerably stout, and gene- 
rally healthy, had felt heavy in the head for the last fortnight; 
finally she was seized with a heavy dizziness, as if she had 
received a blow on the head ; this passed off, and she felt 
pretty well for a time, when she again felt as if struck vio- 
lently on the right side of the head, and lost all consciousness, 
without falling from her seat, but her head fell to one side, and 
her breathing became stertorous. This condition lasted for 
some hours, when she gradually revived, but found that she 
had lost the use of the right arm, leg and foot. Her head felt 
like a dead weight, and there was pain at the top of it ; she 
vomited as soon as she came to, although she had eaten nothing 
indigestible. 

Treatment — Nux 3, every four hours ; by the next day she 
was much improved, her head felt nearly well, but was some- 
what heavy at the back part ; the use of the leg and arm had 
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returned to a great extent. She continued ISTux, and on the 
following day there was still further improvement ; she had 
almost recovered the entire use of her limbs, but had had a 
slight threatening of a relapse, in a feeling of faintness, and 
numbness in the tongue, and deep-seated pain in the head. 
Lachesis 12, three times a day, perfected the cure. — Horn, in 
Acute Diseases, p. 178. Dr. Yeldham. 

CASE 61.* — A man, aged 70, of herculean stature, robust 
of his age, stout, plethoric, and accustomed to stimulants, was 
seized with severe pain in the head, followed in a short time 
by paralysis of the right side of the face, numbness and 
partial loss of power of the right arm. His head was heavy 
and confused, but he was able to sit up, and speak rationally 
and collectedly, but his articulation was considerably impair- 
ed ; his mouth was completely drawn to one side, but the 
paralysis did not extend to the tongue ; he complained of a 
sense of fulness and thickness about the throat ; his head was 
hot, his pulse firm and regular, and a little quick. 

Treatment. — Nux-vomica 6, every four hours ; on the next 
day his head was much relieved ; it was not so heavy and 
confused, and also cooler to the touch. He repeated the Eux 
every six hours, and then only once a day for eight or ten 
days ; the muscles of the face, arm, and hand gradually re- 
covered their tone, and at the end of fourteen days there was 
scarcely any trace of the attack remaining. — Horn, in Acute 
Diseases, p. 179. Dr. Yeldham. 

CASE 62. — A lady, aged 27, eight months pregnant, and 
of a phlegmatic temperament, had suffered for several weeks 
with dizziness, both while at rest and when moving about ; 
she was often in danger of falling, especially after dinner ; 
she had aching pains in the forehead, intermingled with 
sharp stitches, especially early in the morning, while in bed ; 
burning in the stomach after every meal, and frequently re- 
curring flashes of heat. 

Treatment. — She was entirely cured by 4 doses of !N"ux 
18, six globules each. In her next pregnancy, a similar 
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dizziness and headache were relieved by Nux 18. — Diez, 
p. 176. 

CASE 63.— Mrs. L., aged 54, who had not menstruated for 
seven years, was suddenly attacked, ten days ago, with diz- 
ziness, which was so much increased by stooping, and look- 
ing upwards, that she was obliged to hold on to something 
to prevent her falling ; she also had slight signs of blind piles. 
She had been bled by another physician in order to prevent 
Apoplexy. 

Treatment. — After taking Nux 12, she was entirely re- 
lieved of her vertigo, on the following day. — Diez, p. 177. 

CASE 64. — A powerful man, aged 40, without any pecu- 
liar predisposition to Apoplexy, had suffered with dizziness 
for four years ; he also had had itching of the skin for ten 
years, ever since an attack of itch. 

Symptoms. — The dizziness was preceded by a tense head- 
ache, with heat in the forehead, both disappearing when he was 
quiet ; then the vertigo set in suddenly like an electric shock, 
so that his senses seemed to leave him, although he did not fall 
down ; attacks of dizziness even occurred during the night, 
and waked him up from his sleep ; he generally awoke early. 
His digestion was good, except that he was occasionally 
troubled with heart-burn. Although naturally of an equal 
temper, if he became irritable, passionate, or anxious, vertigo 
would set in, preceded by yawning. 

Treatment. — Nux-vom. was given, one dose every three days, 
and soon removed everything, except slight traces of vertigo. 
Then six doses of Sulphur, at intervals of eight days, cured 
him entirely, and he remained well for years. — Hygea, vol. 
3, p. 12. Dr. Griesselich. 

CASE 65. — A patient, aged 55, had been obliged to keep 
his bed for sixteen weeks. 

Symptoms. — He is scarcely ever able to get or sit up ; 
even the slightest change in the position of his head, such as 
occurs in eating, brought on such a turning and falling ver- 
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tigo, with dimness of vision and nausea, or even retching and 
vomiting, that he was obliged to desist. When he was 
obliged to rise, he could not walk without assistance, from 
fear of falling. He had heaviness and aching in the head, 
loss of appetite, and constipation, with violent hiccough. 

Treatment. — After taking Nux 3, two drops per dose, every 
night and morning, he was soon relieved of vertigo, nausea, 
and vomiting. — Gen. Horn. Jour., vol. 34, p. 88. Dr. El- 
wekt. 

CASE 66. — A man, aged 36, of delicate constitution, re- 
mained dizzy, after an attack of nervous fever ; he staggered 
while walking, and often came near falling ; he also had a 
permanent pain in the left side of his chest, increased by 
coughing and breathing. 

Treatment. — Bryon. 3 relieved his side, but the dizziness 
did not leave him until after he had taken Nux 3. — Dr. 
Diez, p. 177. 

According to Ruckebt, the clinical indications for the use 
of Nux, in the above cases of dizziness, are : The sudden oc- 
currence of vertigo, coming on like an electric shock, with 
loss of consciousness, but without falling ; attacks of dizziness 
while asleep at night, so that he seems to waver or stagger in 
his sleep ; inability to sit or stand up ; every motion of the 
head, even in eating, brings on a turning-, staggering- vertigo, 
with dimness of vision and nausea ; dizziness when stooping, 
or looking upwards, with danger of falling. 

Dose. The pure Tincture was used in four cases ; the 1st dilution in 
one case ; the 3d dilution in five cases ; the 6th in two cases ; the 12th 
in one case ; the 18th in two cases ; the 30th in one case. The doses were 
repeated every quarter, or half hour, in urgent cases ; every two, four, or 
six hours in less severe attacks. Noack advises one drop doses of the 
1st or 2d dilution, repeated every one, two, or three hours. — Peters. 

17. OPIUM. 

General Remarks. — The indications for the use of Opium 
in Apoplexy are so well known, that it will be unnecessary to 
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dwell long upon them ; still, as Schmid truly says, it deserves 
the first place in the attention of the physician who treats 
disease according to the law " similia similibus curantur. 
It is most indicated when the face is of a mahogany red 
color, the pupils very much contracted, the sleep profound, 
the limbs motionless, but not absolutely paralyzed, the pulse 
full and slow, skin hot and perspiring, the urine retained 
or suppressed, and the bowels obstinately costive (see pages 159 
and 160). JVux-vomica is most homoeopathic, when the face 
is pale or livid, the pupils much contracted, and the limbs 
powerfully convulsed, or rigidly contracted. Belladonna, 
when the face is much flushed and bloated, the pupils exces- 
sively dilated, the limbs either motionless, or but slightly con- 
vulsed. Ilyosciamus, when the face is pale or flushed, pupils 
dilated, and twitchings of the eyeballs, muscles of the face, and 
risus sardonicus, are present. Aconite, when the face is pale 
or livid, the pupils much contracted, pulse very feeble, and 
much numbness and tingling are present. — Peters. 

(b.) Attomyr's indications for the use of Opium are the 
presence of dull stupefaction, with dimness of the eyes, and 
extreme weakness ; or great activity of mind, and inclina- 
tion for earnest and important labors. 

Unusual redness of the face, with swelling of the lips ; 
very red face, with wild, protruding and very red eyes; 
open and turned-up eyes ; paralysis of the eyelids. Spasms 
of the facial muscles, convulsive trembling of the face, lips, 
and tongue. Distortion of the mouth. 

Oppressed, difficult, and irregular breathing. Respiration 
at times loud and snoring, then heavy, and then again very 
weak. Panting, loud and difficult breathing; single, slow 
respirations, followed by absence of breathing for several 
moments ; long and sobbing respiration ; short and snoring 
respiration, with absence of breathing for half a minute ; loud, 
difficult and rattling respiration. Snoring in sleep. 

Pulse weak, suppressed, small and slow ; pulse at first full 
and slow, then weak ; slow pulse and breathing ; pulse large 
and slow, with slow, heavy, and deep breathing. 
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Numbness and insensibility of the limbs, coldness of the 
body, paralysis of the arm and limbs. 

Heavy, stupid sleep ; unrefreshing sleep, with profuse per- 
spiration ; dreamy and restless sleep, with frightful or pleasant 
dreams. — Attomtr. 

CASE 67. — A man, aged 50, addicted to the use of spirit- 
uous liquors, oppressed with much care and sorrow, had 
suffered for a long time with sleeplessness, anxious dreams, 
and congestions of blood. 

Symptoms. — The attack was preceded by vertigo, dulness 
and heaviness of the head, dulness of the senses, difficulty 
of hearing, noises in the ears, indistinct speech, staggering 
walk, fixed staring before him, and sleeplessness, followed by 
asthmatic oppression of the chest, spasmodic jerkings of the 
limbs, loss of consciousness, and an apoplectic condition. 

Treatment. — He was bled, and had ice. applied to his head ; 
consciousness returned in a few hours, attended with the fol- 
lowing condition : Excessive excitement ; he laughed much, 
spoke much unconnected and confused stuff ; he did not 
know those around him, and kept grasping constantly 
towards his head ; his face and eyes were red, and his pupils 
dilated. Tinct. Opium, in 1 drop doses, at suitable intervals, 
removed all the preceding and subsequent symptoms, and 
even prevented a return of the attacks. — Gen. Horn. Jour, 
vol. 5, p. 305. Dr. Knokbe. 

CASE 68. — A man, aged 75, with inclination to Apoplexy, 
the premonitory symptoms of which had often been removed 
by Bellad., suffered with the following symptoms : Indiffer- 
ence to everything ; he spoke little, stared fixedly before him; 
could not readily recollect himself; the right corner of his 
mouth was drawn up more than the left ; his pulse was full, 
soft, and bounding. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 1, two drops per dose, every three 
hours, did not relieve him at all ; then Opium 2d dilution, 
one drop every two or four hours, removed the apathy, men- 
tal confusion, and distortion of the mouth so completely, that, 
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by the fourth day, the patient could be regarded as cured. 
— Gen. Horn. Jour., vol. 21, p. 233. Dr. Frank. 

18. PHOSPHOR. 

General Kemarks. — This remedy may be useful in some 
of those cases of Apoplexy occurring in debilitated subjects, 
in which Ammonia is generally relied upon. It is a powerful, 
diffusible stimulant ; exciting the nervous, vascular and se- 
creting organs. It creates an agreeable warmth in the body, 
increases the frequency and fulness of the pulse, augments 
the heat of the skin, heightens the mental activity and mus- 
cular powers, and operates as a powerful sudorific and diuret- 
ic. — Pereira. It is homoeopathic to Apoplexy of the cerebel- 
lum, and that which arises from great excitement of the sex- 
ual organs (see page 169). It is also homoeopathic to Bilious 
Apoplexy (see page 183). Dierbach recommends it in the 
last stages of Typhus and Apoplexy, when the exhaustion of 
the body has reached its extremest degree, and speedy death 
is to be feared ; when the pulse is small, sunken and soft ; 
the limbs cold ; hiccough has set in, with difficult swallowing, 
coma, rattling respiration, cold, clammy sweats, and even 
when the death-struggle seems to have set in. — Peters. 

CASE 69. — A maiden, aged 21, with short and muscular 
frame, fell down suddenly in the yard, on a cold, misty morn- 
ing, and seemed dead. 

Symptoms. — Loss of consciousness ; the powers of life 
seemed quite extinct ; she was motionless, pulseless and 
breathless ; her face was red, but the rest of her body cold; 
neither speaking, shaking, or rubbing her, produced any sign 
of consciousness, but she seemed to feel deep pricks with a 
needle in the soles of the feet. 

Treatment. — She was restored by the use of Phosphor 60. 
Dr. Schmid. 

CASE 70. — A woman, aged 75, who had been reduced by 
previous blood-letting and haemorrhage, was attacked with 
Nervous Apoplexy, and seemed in a hopeless condition. 
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Treatment. — She received Phosphor 1st dilution, 3 drops 
per dose ; signs of life returned in a quarter of an hour, and 
then she took only 1 drop per dose, every hour. At a later 
period, she took 1 drop of the 6th and 12th dilution, every 
night and morning. In 10 days she was able to leave her 
bed. — Gen. Horn. Jour., vol. 1, p. 67. Dr. Sturm. 

CASE 71 .*— A man, aged 35, of full habit, healthy, but 
anxious about business, arose in the morning not quite well ; 
he was dizzy and staggered, but went down town, where he 
became stupid and heavy, lost his way, and wandered about; 
a friend brought him home ; he was cold, and when put to 
bed soon became stupid and unconscious ; his face was flushed. 

Treatment. — He took Bellad. 3 ; reaction with fever soon 
set in, and Aconite was given ; but he remained unconscious, 
his breathing became stertorous and snoring, and he could not 
be roused. Then Opium, 2 drops of the tincture, was put in a 
tumbler half full of water, and a teaspoonful given per dose ; 
improvement soon commenced ; he could be roused, and was 
able to put out his tongue. The next day he was compara- 
tively well. — Minutes of Pathologico-Therapeutic Society. 
Drs. Ball and Kinsley. 

CASE 72.* — A lady in the habit of taking heavy suppers, 
with wine, went to bed not very unwell, but her husband was 
awaked at night by her noisy breathing and snoring ; her face 
was flushed, and she could not be roused. 

Treatment. — Tinct. Opium, 1 drop per dose, every half 
hour ; she could be roused at the end of six or eight hours, and 
recovered with paralysis of one eyelid and arm, which lasted 
for two or three months. Is now well. — Ibid. Dr. Ball. 

CASE 73.* — A child who had been sick for three or four 
days, finally became stupid, and could not be roused. It re- 
covered entirely under the use of Opium. — Ibid. Dr. Ball. 

CASE 74.* — A man, subject to attacks of dizziness, fell 
down insensible, and remained unconscious for twenty hours ; 
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then he slept heavily, but could be roused ; his skin was hot, 
and pulse 65. 

Treatment. — He recovered under the use of Opium, aided 
by Aconite and Arnica. — Ibid. Dr. Stewart. 

CASE 75.*— An old woman, addicted to the use of liquor, 
was found lying speechless and powerless upon the floor ; her 
mouth was drawn to one side ; the right arm and leg were 
paralyzed. 

Treatment. — She was bled, and remained for twenty-four 
days in a very precarious state, but finally recovered entirely 
under the use of Opium 3, Bellad. 2, and Hyosc. 3. — Brit. 
Jour, of Horn., vol. 5, p. 65. 

CASE 76.* — A man, aged 41, not very robust, had felt queer 
and confused in the head, for a week ; purgatives did not re- 
lieve him ; he staggered and reeled like a drunken man, ap- 
peared to have lost nearly all command over his movements ; 
the left arm hung powerless by his side, and the left leg was 
scarcely more obedient to his will. He could not sit up with- 
out being held ; his head dropped down, he spoke thickly 
and indistinctly, breathed spasmodically, and was very sleepy. 

Treatment. — Opium 3 was given every two hours. The next 
day he felt better, could walk more steadily, and raise his 
left arm ; his head was still light. Under the use of Nux 6, 
and Bryonia 6, for indigestion and cough, he recovered per- 
fectly in about ten days. — Dr. Yeldham. 



APPENDIX. 



ON THE NATURE AND TREATMENT 



SOFTENING OF THE BRAIN AND PALSY; 



Softening of the Brain is so closely related to, and so fre- 
quently connected with Apoplexy, that it would be almost 
inexcusable to pass it ever entirely here. Rochoux, and 
others, even maintain that the texture of the brain is almost 
invariably softened prior to the occurrence of apoplectic effu- 
sions, which they suppose are occasioned by the imperfect 
support afforded under these circumstances to the blood-vessels 
of the brain. Although exceptions to this rule are by no 
means few, Rowland admits that, in many cases of Apoplexy 
suddenly fatal, the brain is not only found softened, but also 
bearing the marks of previous disease. 

Again, one of the most remarkable varieties of the disease 
is the Apoplectic Softening, so called from the suddenness and 
severity of the attack ; comatose seizures are common to all 
its forms, but sometimes the case assumes all the peculiari- 
ties of Sanguineous Apoplexy ; although precursory symp- 
toms of some kind generally precede these attacks, such as 
headache, failure of intelligence, inaptitude of expression, pains 
and weakness of the limbs, or other marks of disturbance of 
the brain ; but these warnings are generally extremely indis- 
tinct, when the comatose attack occurs. — Rowland. 

The relation of this disease to Apoplexy is also manifested 
in the manner of death ; in seventy fatal cases, the death was 
comatose in as many as forty, either from a sudden apoplectic 
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seizure, or by stupor gradually increasing to coma ; in six 
of these cases the death was sudden ; the patients being taken 
off unexpectedly while in their usual health, or were found 
dead, no danger having been immediately apprehended. 
It is sometimes exceedingly difficult to distinguish the coma 
of Apoplectic-softening from that of Haemorrhagic-apo- 
plexy, and Rowland even thinks that many of the pre- 
monitory symptoms, usually enumerated among the pre- 
cursors of true Apoplexy, are referable, in reality, to Soften- 
ing of the Brain. Thus, in seventeen cases out of twenty, 
of JScBmorrhagic-apoplexy, in which a clot of blood was 
found in the brain after death, the attacks were sudden and 
entirely without warning; in the remaining three cases of 
Apoplexy, the precursory signs were headache, vomiting, 
vertigo, loss of recollection, drowsiness, and, in one in- 
stance, convulsions ; — while, on the other hand, in twenty 
cases of Softening of the JBrain, the comatose seizure 
was preceded by premonitory signs in all but two cases. In 
sixteen cases out of eighteen, headache was a prominent 
symptom before the attack ; it generally came on severely, 
either a few hours, or sometimes several days, before the ap- 
pearance of more decided symptoms ; there was more or less 
loss of motion prior to the comatose attack in twelve cases ; 
the Palsy was ingravescent in five cases, gradually increas- 
ing from a slight feebleness of the limb, to more or less com- 
plete paralysis. In thirteen of the cases of Softening, the 
intellectual faculties were disordered in some degree very 
early in the disease ; in seven cases, some symptoms connect- 
ed with speech or articulation were observed before the sud- 
den or apoplectic seizure. — Rowland. 

Hence we may draw the conclusion that, in the majority 
of cases in which the attacks are quite sudden, or without 
evident warning, the probability is great, that the case is one 
of Sanguineous- or Hsemorrhagic-apoplexy ; while, when there 
are many precursory symptoms, the probability is equally 
great that Softening is present. Headache and giddiness, 
however, are common to both affections at their commence- 
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merit ; but in Softening, the subsequent course is more charac- 
teristic. The d ulness of comprehension, vacancy of expression, 
forgetfulness, especially in regard to language, and hemiplegic 
threatenings leading to an apoplectic seizure, are finally suffi- 
cient to indicate the presence of Softening. 

The apoplectic paroxysm is precisely alike in both diseases ; 
but in the one case, the frequent transitory character of the 
coma, its sudden termination and frequent repetition, resem- 
bling, in this respect, the epileptic paroxysm, are characteris- 
tic of Softening. The presence of contraction of the palsied 
limbs is also a very reliable sign of Softening ; but increase 
of sensibility of the paralyzed part is not, for they commonly 
become painful when a clot exists, either from the irritation 
of the clot, or from the occurrence of inflammatory Softening 
about it, or from an irritation probably depending upon a cu- 
rative process going on in the brain. — Rowland. 

Apoplectic-softening corresponds to one variety of red- 
softening in which the blood is either stagnated in the minute 
vessels of the softened part, or else infiltrated into it, or both 
combined. In recent cases the softening has a deep- or dusky- 
red tint, which passes into a dark brown. There are no 
exudation corpuscles, coagulable lymph, or pus globules to be 
detected by the microscope ; venous congestion, hyperemia, 
and extravasation of blood, are the principal appearances be- 
sides the Softening. 

Treatment. — Nux and Opium are the most important reme- 
dies. 

Of course all cases of Softening of the brain are not apo- 
plectic in their nature ; some are acute, others inflammatory, 
or ataxic, or chronic, or latent. There are as many patho- 
logical varieties, viz., red, white, yellow, and dark softening ; 
also softening from oedema, and fatty degeneration of parts 
of the brain. 

INFLAMMATORY SOFTENING. 

According to Rowland, the symptoms of this variety are 
not always as clearly defined as might be expected, for the 
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disease is usually confined to a small portion of the brain. 
The attack does not often commence with a distinct chill, or 
the other phenomena that mark the onset of inflammation in 
Tital organs ; in some cases, however, there are acceleration 
of the pulse, heat of skin and scalp, and other signs of fever, 
especially when the disease occupies the surface of the brain. 
The first circumstance to excite attention is usually headache, 
which is not always severe, but it is excessively harassing ; 
the pain seems to dart through the brain, and to proceed 
from the centre of the organ, occupying now one spot, now 
another, but having no fixed seat ; it is always paroxysmal, 
and sometimes intermittent. Accompanying the headache 
there may be confusion of thought, and a settled apprehension 
that the mind will be destroyed ; at night, restlessness, ex- 
citement, and delirium come on, and sometimes a convulsive 
paroxysm. These cases are apt to be attended with nausea 
and vomiting. 

Shortly afterwards, signs present themselves that fore- 
shadow the coming danger ; unusual sensations are felt in one 
or both limbs of the same side ; tinglings, prickings {pins 
and needles), or numbness, with some degree of weakness, 
alarm the patient with threatenings of palsy. At this period 
the headache has probably fixed itself in one region, which 
in many cases is on the side opposite to that of the limbs 
whose functions are impaired. 

The second stage of the disorder now begins ; the delirium 
and restless excitement, the feeling of apprehension or terror, 
give way to stupor, or indifference ; the headache and vomit- 
ing cease, and the patient lies in a state of mental and bodily 
torpor ; the memory fails, there is great difficulty in compre- 
hending questions, and in recollecting words suitable for a 
reply ; the face is dull and heavy, the pupils contracted, or 
sometimes dilated, and insensible to light; the paralysis of 
one side becomes more confirmed ; the pulse is slow ; the 
skin at one time flushed, at another covered with a clammy 
sweat ; the tongue is reddish and inclined to dryness ; the 
appetite bad, and bowels constipated. 



INFLAMMATORY, AND RED SOFTENING. 281 

The further progress of the disease varies in different pa- 
tients. Many have an attack of coma or somnolence from 
which it is impossible to arouse them ; several such seizures 
may occur within a short period of time ; or with the senses 
apparently intact, and the intelligence in some degree remain- 
ing, the power of utterance is suspended, and not a syllable can 
be formed upon the lips, (Hyosc.) The palsied limbs are 
variously affected; they are often extremely painful (Aeon.); 
sometimes they are moved convulsively (Bell., Stramon., Op.) ; 
at others kept in a state of tonic spasm, by the action of the 
flexor muscles, the limbs remaining permanently contracted, 
(Nux, Plumbum, Ignat.) This peculiar contraction of the 
muscles is regarded as characteristic of softening of the brain. 
— Rowland. 

In other cases, the patient sinks gradually into coma (Opi- 
um) ; emaciation proceeds rapidly (Iodine) ; the pulse is quick, 
and sometimes intermitting (Glonoine) ; the tongue is parched 
and encrusted in the centre (Opium, Plumbum, Glonoine, or 
Alumina) ; the teeth and gums are covered with sordes ; the 
eyelids are glued together ; bronchial rales are heard in the 
chest ; the patient becomes stupid, cannot swallow, passes his 
evacuations involuntarily (Hyosc.) ; and finally sinks into the 
most profound insensibility (Hyosc. and Opium). 

Inflammatory Softening of the brain corresponds with one 
variety of Red-softening, viz., that in which plastic exudation, 
and a large proportion of coagulable lymph, are mixed up with 
blood globules. The prevailing color of the affected part of 
the brain is a pale red, the substance of the brain being uni- 
formly permeated with an inflammatory exudation ; but rup- 
tures of small vessels, and bleeding into the softened part, often 
occur, causing dark red patches, from blood which has been 
extravasated at various times ; streaks or stripes of a yellow 
and green color may also be met with, from the coagulation 
of the fibrin of the exudation ; and finally, we may also find 
white spots, from an occasional piece of brain which has 
escaped disease. All these other shades are planted upon, or 
mixed with the more extensive paler reddening arising from 

21 
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the infiltration of the cerebral tissue with the fluid part of 
the inflammatory exudation. — Rokitansky. 

ATAXIC, CHRONIC, AND LATENT SOFTENING. 

The ataxic form is characterized by extreme depression of the 
vital powers, either in consequence of previous disease, or from 
original weakness of constitution. The chrOnic form ap- 
proaches gradually, and almost imperceptibly; it is most 
common in aged persons, and before the patient makes any 
complaint, the danger may be perceptible to others in his 
altered manner and failing intellect ; the headache is seldom 
very severe or distressing, neither is the nausea or vomiting ; 
but the faculties become clouded, the memory fails, the speech 
is slow, hesitating, and incongruous ; familiar names cannot 
be uttered, nor familiar objects recognized. These premoni- 
tory symptoms may last for months ; then follow more 
marked symptoms, such as difficulty of speaking, numb- 
ness, formication or pricking of the limbs, and especially 
of the fingers, partial loss of power and motion, as shown for 
instance in one leg dragging in walking, and in the inability to 
grasp objects firmly. Contraction of the limbs in these chron- 
ic cases is much more frequent than entire palsy, whereas 
the reverse holds good in acute Softening ; still it may be ab- 
sent in about one-fourth of the cases. Pains in the limbs and 
joints usually accompany these contractions, and they are 
generally much aggravated by motion, but not increased by 
pressure. There is commonly a partial, but scarcely ever a 
perfect loss of sensation in the paralyzed and flexed limbs. 
The face becomes partially distorted, and the features are devoid 
of expression ; the memory is gradually lost, the ideas become 
confused, and all reasoning power disappears. The paralysis 
gradually extends ; the power of retaining the contents of the 
bladder and rectum disappears ; the limbs waste away, and 
yet the force with which they are flexed is almost incredible ; 
and thus the patient sinks, utterly unconscious of his own 
pitiable condition. In some cases the flexure ceases, and the 
limbs relax shortly before death. — Day. 
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Such are the ordinary symptoms of chronic Softening ; it 
may go on for years ; while 11 cases of acute Softening termi- 
nated fatally in two days, 26 other cases before the fifth day, 
43 cases before the ninth day, 7 cases between the ninth and 
twentieth days, and 9 more cases between the twentieth and 
thirtieth days. — Day. 

In these cases, the pathological appearances may be either 
Red-softening, from chronic venous congestion and capillary 
haemorrhage ; or White-softening ; yellow patches on the con- 
volutions ; or Yellow-softening, with more or less fatty degene- 
ration. These different varieties of course call for quite^dif- 
ferent treatment. 

According to Rokitansky, Yellow-softening is founded upon 
a chemico-pathological process. The yellow color is owing 
to the presence of a thin, yellow, acid fluid, containing a num- 
ber of broken, extremely varicose, primary tubes, with their 
contents of swollen blood globules, very transparent fat glo- 
bules of various sizes, and some yellow amorphous pigment. 
Fremy considers the brain to consist of Cerebric acid, either 
free, or combined with Soda and Phosphate of lime ; of Oleo- 
phosphoric acid, both free and in combination with Soda ; of 
Olein and Margarin ; of small quantities of Oleic and Mar- 
garic acids ; of Cholesterine, water, and of a substance resem- 
bling white of an egg, but composed of 7 parts of albumen, 
5 parts of fatty matter, and 80 parts of water. The Oleo- 
phosphoric acid, which is usually yellow, is very variable in 
its composition and combination, and readily separates into 
Phosphoric acid and Olein from very slight causes. Roki- 
tansky thinks that obstruction of the blood-vessels near the 
softened part, from deposit of atheroma, or impermeability 
of them from pressure, and the consequent impeding and 
interruption of the circulation in one portion of the brain, may 
cause a lower state of vitality there, somewhat similar to that 
which occurs in senile gangrene, and thus allow of the libera- 
tion of an acid or acids, viz., the phosphoric, and one or more 
of the fatty acids, which then play a more important part in 
the farther process of Yellow-softening. This conjecture i& 
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somewhat supported by the very decided acid reaction of the 
fluid contained in the softened spot. 

Another important phenomenon in yellow-softening is tte 
remarkable degree of swelling of the brain which Yellow-soft- 
ening produces; softened spots, of the size of half a cubic 
inch, or of a nut, give rise to quite a disproportionate tur- 
gescence. From these facts it may readily be conjectured 
that the symptoms of Yellow-softening are severe and acute. 
Kokitansky says, that it appears to be always, and often rapidly 
fatal, still idiopathic Yellow-softening may last a longer time ; 
but the secondary variety, that which forms around apoplectic 
clots or inflamed patches of the brain, often runs a rapid course. 
It corresponds more nearly to the so-called acute ataxic vari- 
ety than any other. 

Treatment. — 'Arsenicum, Secale, and Phosphor are homoeo- 
pathic to that stage which resembles senile gangrene. If the 
presence of atheroma can be conjectured by the presence of 
peculiar hardness and inelasticity of the superficial arteries, 
then the remedies pointed out for Atheroma (see page 174,) 
will be brought in play. If the Softening be brought about 
by a violent tonic, tetanic spasm, or constriction of the blood- 
vessels, similar to the violent contraction of the muscles which 
is so characteristic a sign of Softening of the brain, then 
Nux, Ignatia, Angustura, or Conium, and Opium, may be use- 
ful. The excessive swelling of the softened part, and conse- 
quent pressure upon the healthy part of the brain, together 
with presence of an intensely acid fluid in the diseased part, 
may call for Kali-hydroidicum, Baryta, Kali-carb., or Phos- 
phor. 

White-softening of the brain. — According to Rokitanskt, 
this consists in a loosening and subsequent maceration of the 
substance of the brain by an interstitial effusion of serum. 
Like oedema in general, it sometimes takes place without any 
inflammation ; at other times it is unquestionably so far inflam- 
matory, that a certain quantity of coagulable lymph, capable 
of assuming an elementary organization, is poured out with 
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the serum. Examples of it are furnished in the more or less 
acute forms of oedema which occur in the neighborhood of 
patches of inflammation, and more especially in the oedema 
which accompanies acute meningitic hydrocephalus, and de- 
stroy the tissue around the ventricles of the brain. In such 
cases of Softening, the characteristic products of inflammation 
may generally be discovered with the microscope in the dif- 
fluent portion of the brain. 

This disease apparently approaches in its character the 
acute inflammatory, erysipelatous, or cedematous inflamma- 
tion, similar to that which is so specifically caused by Arseni- 
cum, Cantharides, Rhus, Euphorbium, Marsh Marigold, and 
other remedies. 

TREATMENT OF SOFTENING OF THE BRAIN, AND PALSY. 

As there is but little experience in the homoeopathic school 
in the treatment of this disease, even in its more common 
form, and much less in all its varieties and complications, it 
will be well for us to ascertain what has been accomplished 
by other physicians ; in how far their experience agrees with 
the rules of the homoeopathic school ; and how much remains 
for us and others to point out, db novo, either theoretically or 
practically. 

Arsenicum. — According to Rowland, this exerts a well- 
known beneficial influence in some nervous affections. For 
several years he has . been in the habit of prescribing the 
Liquor Arsenicalis in palsy, and other conditions depending 
upon Softening of the brain. It is, he says, best suited to the 
chronic form, or, at least, to that in which all activity and 
excitement have ceased, and where the vital energy is defi- 
cient. In such cases, this remedy is frequently of much bene- 
fit, and appears to give renewed strength and firmness to the 
nervous system. It even seems to possess a curative power 
in this complaint; in several instances, I (Rowland) have 
observed permanent improvement follow its administration, 
and in two patients the cure was almost complete. Accord- 
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ing to Homoeopathy, Arsenicum should prove curative against 
that variety of white Softening which arises from inflammatory 
oedema. Chkistison admits it to be homoeopathic to " gorg- 
ing of the vessels of the brain, effusion of serum into the ven- 
tricles, inflammation of the brain, and even extravasation of 
blood" ; i. e., both to the oedematous or white variety of Soft- 
ening, and to the apoplectic, hsemorrhagic, or red Softening. 
Turgescence of the vessels, i. e., congestive or red Softening, 
has been mentioned in several published cases ; and Chkisti- 
son himself has met with it, and in one case found " gorging 
of the vessels of the brain, inflammatory adhesion of the dura 
mater to the membranes beneath, and effusion of eight ounces 
of serum into the lateral ventricles. In another case, Chkisti- 
son admits it homoeopathic to the apoplectic variety, as the 
patient became apoplectic, and a recent clot of blood was 
found in the right anterior lobe. 

"We have also seen that Palsy, and Contraction of the limbs, 
are among the most common symptoms of Softening of the 
brain, yet Chkistison says that Arsenicum is homoeopathic to 
Palsy, and Rowland, we have seen, asserts that it cures para- 
lysis. 

Chkistison says a common nervous affection to which Ar- 
senicum is homoeopathic is partial Palsy ; paralysis in the 
form of incomplete paraplegia is very indicative of Arsenic, 
and incomplete paralysis of one or more of the extremities, 
resembling Lead-palsy, is often one of the last symptoms which 
continues. Dehaen relates a distinct example in which Ars. 
proved homoeopathic to Palsy ; cramps, tenderness and weak- 
ness of the feet, legs, and arms, increased gradually until the 
whole extremities became at length almost completely palsied ; 
the power of motion returned first in the hands, and then in 
the arms. Chkistison says than an excellent account of a set 
of similar cases has been given by Dr. Murray of Aberdeen ; 
in four cases, Arsen. proved homoeopathic to great muscular 
debility ; in two cases, to true partial Palsy ; in one case, the 
power of the left arm was lost altogether, and six months after, 
he was unable to bend the arm at the elbow-joint ; in another 
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case, it was homoeopathic to great general debility, long-con- 
tinued numbness, and pains in the legs. 

In another case, Ars. was homoeopathic to a dysenteric at- 
tack, followed by feebleness of the limbs, almost amounting 
to Palsy, attended with irritative fever, diarrhoea, and faint- 
ness, followed by great stiffness, numbness, and loss of power 
in the joints of the hands and feet. Another case, somewhat 
similar to the preceding, was observed by Mr. Lachese, of 
Angas, in which Arsenicum proved homoeopathic to convul- 
sions, followed by almost complete Palsy of the limbs. Chris- 
tison also says, a well-marked case of the same nature was 
noticed by Professor Bernt ; the paralytic affection consisted 
of loss of sensation, and of the power of motion in the hands, 
and of loss of motion in the feet, with contraction of the knee- 
joints. Dr. Falconer is also quoted as having frequently 
witnessed the homceopathicity of Arsenicum to local Palsy, 
and alludes to one case in which the hands only were para- 
lyzed ; also to two others, in which the Palsy spread gradually 
from the fingers upwards, until the whole arms were affected. 
On the whole, then, Christison admits, Arsenic is quite ho- 
moeopathic to local Palsy, even to the most obstinate and in- 
tractable cases, as in the person of a cook, who had had per- 
fect Palsy of the limbs for the greater part of a long life. 
Occasionally, Christison also asserts, it is homoeopathic when 
the limbs are rigidly bent, and cannot be extended. It was 
homoeopathic in another case, in which the limbs were con- 
tracted as well as palsied. 

JVux-vomica. — The undoubted and even extraordinary ho- 
mceopathicity of this drug to Softening of the brain has already 
been sufficiently alluded to on page 263. 

Ferrum is recommended by Kowland, owing to the fre- 
quent alliance of Softening of the brain with ansemia, or fatty 
degeneration of the brain or other organs, in order to improve 
the condition of the blood by making it richer in fibrin and 
red particles; it certainly will not increase the quantity 
of fibrin, although it will aid in the production of the red 
coloring of the blood. In two cases of recent hemiplegia, in 
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old and debilitated patients, the symptoms gradually im- 
proved, Eowland says, under the use of Iron, until voluntary 
motion was restored. Several old paralytic patients, with 
mental infirmity, also improved in some degree, but the medi- 
cine subsequently lost its power ; in some it was afterwards 
injurious, while others could not bear Iron in any form or 
dose. Some of these latter cases might have been benefited 
by Plumbum. 

Plumbum. — The homceopathicity of this remedy has also 
been sufficiently dwelt upon, on page 252. As its action 
is almost diametrically opposite to that of Ferrum, it might 
be used with advantage in those cases which are aggravated 
by Ferrum without subsequent improvement. 

Iodide of Baryta is recommended by Noack, and Agaricus 
deserves particular attention in the first stages of the disorder 
(see page 140). The effects of Agaricus there detailed are 
wonderfully similar to those of an adynamic condition of the 
brain, which may easily lead to Softening. 

Opium. — Singularly enough, although Rowland is an allo- 
pathist, he says, that there are circumstances which not only 
warrant the administration of Opium, but considerable relief 
is derived from it ; it even seems most appropriate to the 
cases where the brain is extensively disorganized, and some- 
times stupor or coma may be warded off by a small dose of 
morphine, or a few grains of Dover's powder. 

Symptomatic treatment. — According to Rowland, the most 
frequent affection of the intelligence in Softening of the brain, 
is feebleness of the intellectual faculties, slowness of appre- 
hension, or imbecility; to these, Baryta and Conium are the 
most homoeopathic remedies. Wild or noisy excitement, or 
delirium, is rarely observed, except in the first stage of acute 
Softening, especially of the convolutions; and even this is only 
transient, soon giving way to the torpor of the brain, which 
more properly belongs to the disease ; in fact, the continuance 
of high delirious excitement would even warrant a pretty con- 
fident opinion that the structure of the brain is still sound— 
Bellad. and Stramonium will be most indicated. Attacks of 
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lethargy, somnolency, and coma form a most important and 
characteristic feature of Softening of the brain ; it is very 
peculiar that these attacks are generally transient and fre- 
quently repeated ; in chronic Softening, paroxysms of insensi- 
bility or coma may return at intervals for months or years, 
and it is remarkable that the intelligence in these patients 
undergoes less permanent injury than in that form in which 
the disease is not marked by such accessions of stupor ; after 
the patient has been for some time previously in a state nearly 
approaching to imbecility, or somnolency, an attack of coma 
will frequently remove a great portion of the oppression, and 
be followed by a sense of relief and greater firmness in the 
exercise of the intellect, and in fact, at times the mind will 
become sufficiently buoyant to permit the patient to attend to 
his usual avocations. Another circumstance peculiar to Soft- 
ening of the brain, is the abrupt manner in which conscious- 
ness is restored ; at one hour the patient will be suffering under 
the symptoms of deep apoplexy, and at the next he may be 
found with his memory and judgment in a great measure re- 
gained, and even sitting up and conversing cheerfully. — Row- 
land. These attacks are not always owing to congestion of 
the brain, to spasm, or to the sudden supervention of acute 
disease; for in many instances the death-like pallor, the 
thready pulse, the suddenness and frequency of the attacks, 
and their rapid termination, rather point to sudden exhaus- 
tion, debility, or adynamia of the brain. Opium, Hyosc, and 
Agaricus are the most important homoeopathic remedies. 

Sometimes that species of imbecility which is manifested 
chiefly in the manner and actions, and on that account called 
by the French delir'e d J a&tion, accompanies Softening of the 
brain ; the patients are occupied continually with some em- 
ployment, often without motive, almost without consciousness, 
and are generally very restless and irritable ; they dress and 
undress frequently, busy themselves in unmeaning prepara- 
tions, and continually repeat the same act ; finally, they be- 
come completely demented, the mind is hopelessly clouded, 
the expression vacant and idiotic, and the limbs become para- 
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lytic. Agaricus, Hyosciamus, Spigelia, Bellad., and Stramo- 
nium are much indicated, although Arsenicum is sometimes 
indispensably necessary, or Plunibum. 

When the speech is very much affected, Hyosc. is the best 
remedy. 

In the paralysis, Arsenicum, Nux, Plumbum, Secale, Sta- 
physagria, and Acidum oxalicum deserve attention. It should 
be recollected, however, that Palsy from softening of the ner- 
vous centres sometimes subsides without treatment, especially 
when the attack has been sudden ; it is hard to understand 
why a condition occasioned by a permanent lesion should be 
capable of spontaneous removal, but so it is. 

When the lower limbs are paralyzed, I wish to call atten- 
tion to Secale, and Acidum oxalicum. Secale acts so specifi- 
cally upon the lower portion of the spinal marrow, and expe- 
rience with it has been so frequent and beneficial, that its 
name need merely be mentioned to awaken that attention 
which it deserves. But the specific action of Acidum oxali- 
cum is not so well known ; in one case, Chkistison says it 
proved homoeopathic to great lassitude and weakness of the 
limbs, and numbness and weakness in the back, so severe that 
the patient could scarcely walk up stairs ; in another case, the 
first thing complained of was acute pain in the back, gradu- 
ally extending down the thighs, occasioning great torture ere 
long; in a third case, the patient complained more of the 
pain shooting down from the loins to the limbs than of any 
other symptom. It is also homoeopathic to general numbness 
approaching to Palsy ; to headache, extreme feebleness of the 
pulse, and a sense of numbness, tingling, or pricking, espe- 
cially in the back and thighs. In another case, it proved 
homoeopathic to " a feeling as if the hands were dead, to loss 
of consciousness for eight hours, then to lividity, coldness, and 
almost complete loss of power of motion in the legs : the pa- 
tient recovered in fifteen days." 

The treatment of the stiffness, rigidity, and contraction of 
i he limbs, so common in Softening of the brain, has already 
been alluded to (see Nux). 
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Convulsions and convulsive tremblings require Nux, Ignat., 
or Mercurius. 

The perversions of sensation, such as delusive feelings of 
heat and cold, or tingling or pricking sensations are most ho- 
moeopathically treated by Aconit. rad. The same remedy will 
relieve the excessive sensitiveness of the skin and muscles of 
the paralyzed side, even when it is so great that the least 
touch causes exquisite suffering, although Agaricus should not 
be forgotten. 

The headache is best treated by Glonoine. 

Blindness of one or both eyes, or indistinctness of vision, or 
flashes of light, or black specks before the eyes, may be met 
by Bellad., Plumbum, Pulsatilla, or Phosphor ; contraction 
of the pupils, if persistent, finds its homoeopathic remedy in 
Opium or Nux ; its antipathic antagonist in Bellad., Hyosc, 
or Stramonium. 

When there is deafness or noises in the ear, China is indi- 
cated. 

In the distressing nausea and vomiting which sometimes 
attend the acute form of the disease, Cuprum aceticum, or 
Zincum, may be thought of, in addition to the usual remedies. 

When the respiration and pulse are slow, Opium, Plum- 
bum, Aconite, and Digitalis should be thought of. 
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TREATMENT OF APOPLEXY, etc 



1. ACONTTUM NAPELLUS. 



It may be used antipathically in full doses, when the face 
is flushed, skin hot, pulse full, strong and quick, pupils di- 
lated, with severe pains, and great sensitiveness of the skin and 
nerves. Or, it may be used homoeopathically in small doses, 
when the face is pale and sunken, skin cool, pulse weak and 
slow, pupils contracted, and much numbness and tingling are 
present. 

2. ABSORBENTS. 

A very important part of the treatment of hemorrhagic 
Apoplexy, is that which has for its object, the safe and rapid 
absorption of the clot. Of course this should not be attempt- 
ed too soon, or renewal of the bleeding might occur. Nitrate 
of Potash and the alkaline carbonates possess the power of 
dissolving fibrin and prevent its coagulation. Arnica, Baryta, 
Conium and Phosphor, also seem to possess the power of 
hastening absorption of the clot ; while Eux- vomica, if used too 
freely, is apt to induce white Softening of the brain around 
the coagulum. 

3. AGARICUS MUSCAKIUS 

Is homoaopathic to enfeebled states of the brain, when the 
patient is giddy, weak, apt to tremble, and troubled with loss 
memory, and dimness of vision ; when the patient's memory 
fails him, and he loses his way, does not recognize his friends, 
and is inclined to sleep. It may also prove homoeopathic 
to Softening of the brain, and true hemorrhagic Apoplexy. It 
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is homoeopathic to bilious Apoplexy, with jaundice and en- 
largement of the liver ; also to those cases which are preceded 
by unusual wakefulness, and excitement or irritation of the 
brain, especially when there is much twitching of the face and 
limbs, with dilatation of the pupils and glistening of the eyes. 

4. ARNICA MONTANA 

In traumatic Apoplexy, or that which occurs after blows 
and falls upon the head. In hsemorrhagic Apoplexy, to check 
the bleeding and promote the absorption of the clot ; in serous 
Apoplexy, to aid the absorption of the watery fluid ; in Apo- 
plexy followed by paralysis, especially in the earlier stages, 
before more active remedies, such as !N"ux-vom., are admissible. 

5. BARYTA 

In torpid and chronic cases, to promote the absorption of 
the clot. Against tendency to Apoplexy from excitement of 
the sexual organs ; in Apoplexy of the cerebellum, with much 
pain in the back of the head. In the Apoplexies of delicate, 
and old people. 

6. BELLADONNA. 

It may be given homoeopathically in small doses, when the 
face is flushed and bloated, the carotids beating violently, 
eyes red, pupils widely dilated, pulse full, hard and strong, 
and slight convulsions are present. Ruckert says it has 
effected cures in aged patients, from 60 to 70 or 80 years 
old, of powerful, heavy and plethoric constitutions, i. e., in 
those with the true apoplectic habit ; especially when there 
was unconsciousness, swollen and red, or else pale face ; pro- 
truding and reddened eyes, with dilatation of the pupils : 
loss of sight, smell, and speech ; presence of muttering and 
and stammering ; distortion of the mouth ; twitchings of the 
face ; involuntary flow of spittle and fluids from the mouth ; 
protrusion and swelling of the tongue ; j)ulsation of the caro- 
tids; difficulty or inability to swallow; involuntary urina- 
tion ; grasping at the genitals ; groaning and snoring ; ob- 
structed respiration; paralysis of the limbs, either of the 
right or left side; fulness, tension, quickening, or retard- 
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ation of the pulse ; coma, or sopor. The most characteristic 
and important indications are printed in italics. — Peters. 

It may be used antipathically in full doses, in anaemic and 
atrophic states of the brain, when the face is pale, pupils con- 
tracted, head dizzy and weak (from insufficient supply of 
blood,) pulse slow and small, and urine scanty. 

7. BLOOD-LETTING. 

According to Watson, this is required when the patient is 
plethoric, the pulse full, hard or thrilling, or else oppressed, 
large and slow ; and if there are obvious external signs of 
great congestion to the head, such as great throbbing of the 
carotid and temporal arteries, turgid state of the veins of the 
face and scalp, great turgor or flushing of the face, or else a 
bloated and livid appearance of the same. If the patient's 
skin be pale and cold, his pulse feeble and flickering, bleed- 
ing will probably insure his death. Rau, who was second to 
none but Hahnemann in Homoeopathy, also admits the 
propriety of occasional blood-letting. 

7. COCCULUS 

Is most homoeopathic to gastric Apoplexy, when there is 
emptiness and hollowness of the head, dizziness, with great 
nausea and tendency to faint, falling asleep of the feet and 
hands, difficulty in speaking and thinking, &c. 

9. CONIUM 

Is most homoeopathic to Apoplexy from pure and uncom- 
plicated venous congestion, and congestive Apoplexy, when 
the face is bloated, purple or livid, the skin rather cool, pulse 
slow and feeble, pupils contracted, and the breathing extra- 
ordinarily difficult and oppressed. It will also aid in the ab- 
sorption of the clot in hemorrhagic Apoplexy, by arousing 
the activity of both the venous and lymphatic systems ; and 
is decidedly homoeopathic to the debility and paralysis which 
precedes, or follows Apoplexy. 

CUPRUM 

Is allied in its action to Nux, Plumbum, Cocculus, Ignatia ; 
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it is homoeopathic to Apoplexy when preceded by, or attended 
with convulsions, viz., in spasmodic and nervous Apoplexy ; 
also in bilious Apoplexy. It may prove antipathic when the 
complexion of the patient is unusually white and clear ; when 
there is a deficiency of bile, not only in the liver and bowels, 
but also in the whole system ; and when paralysis is a pre- 
dominant symptom. 

FERRUM 

Is apparently, although not absolutely allied in some of its 
actions, to Bellad., Glonoine, Opium and Phosphor ; but it is 
more homoeopathic to true arterial plethora and Apoplexy, 
than any of these remedies, except Glonoine and Phosphor. 
It is somewhat antagonistic in its action to that of Conium, 
Hydrocyanic Acid, and Plumbum. It is homoeopathic to vio- 
lent arterial congestion to the head, with powerful beating of 
the heart and arteries, great redness and heat of the face, 
heat of skin, severe head-ache, heat and fulness of the head, 
and dizziness, from rush of blood to the head. It is also ho- 
moeopathic, both symptomatologically and pathologically, 
to hemorrhagic Apoplexy, especially when there has been a 
feeling as if the brain had received a sudden shock, or had 
been rent asunder, soon followed by faintness and sense of 
sinking, owing to rupture of a blood-vessel and pouring out of 
blood in, or upon the brain. 

It is antipathic to the Apoplexies of anaemic and debili- 
tated persons ; when the skin and lips are bloodless, the body 
thin and feeble, the extremities cold, the mind weak and the 
pulse feeble. 

IPECAC 

Is most suitable in gastric and nervous Apoplexy, especially 
when there is much nausea, and great asthmatic difficulty of 
breathing. 

GLONOINE 

Is most homoeopathic to sudden and violent congestive Ap- 
oplexies. It may prove the most antipathic remedy to anaemia 
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and atrophy of the brain, when the patient is in imminent 
danger of dying from an enfeebled and bloodless condition, 
especially when sudden and alarming syncope sets in from 
great depression of the heart, arteries and brain ; it may act 
almost as promptly as transfusion of blood. 

hyosciamus 

Is most homoeopathic when there is a high state of nervous 
excitement, with more or less delirium and twitching of the 
muscles. 

HYDROCYANIC ACID 

Is most homoeopathic to Apoplexy attended with extreme 
exhaustion and prostration. 

IGNATIA 

Is indicated under almost the same circumstances as those 
which require Nux. 

NUX-VOMICA 

Is most homoeopathic in convulsive Apoplexy, when 
the limbs are in a state of permanent and rigid contraction, 
especially jf the face be pale or livid, and the pupils con- 
tracted. It is allied in its action to some of the effects of Ar- 
nica, Cocculus, Cuprum, and Ignatia ; it is somewhat antago- 
nistic to Belladonna, but especially to Opium, Oonium, Plum- 
bum, and Hydrocyanic Acid. 

OPIUM. 

According to Euckert, it is most indicated when there is 
congestion to, with violent roaring in the head ; loss of con- 
sciousness ; or excitement with laughing, and confused, errone- 
ous talking; restlessness; redness of the face and eyes; con- 
tracted pupils ; grasping at the head ; drawing of the tongue 
to one side; difficulty of speaking and swallowing ; groaning 
and anxious respiration ; coldness and paralysis of the limbs ; 
softness, fulness, or weakness of the pulse ; and coma. 
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PHOSPHOR 

Is homoeopathic to the most active and sthenic cases of 
Apoplexy, with much arterial, congestive and febrile excite- 
ment. It is antipathic to the Apoplexies of debilitated per- 
sons, when the exhaustion has almost reached its extreme 
degree, the pulse being small, sunken, rapid and soft, the 
limbs cold ; when hiccough has set in, with rattling respira- 
tion, and cold and clammy sweat. 

STYPTICS. 

Among the remedies treated of in this book, which may be 
used as styptics, Plumbum- Aceticum, Opium, and Ferrum de- 
serve particular attention ; Arnica and Ipecac, may also come 
in play. 
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NERVOUS DERANGEMENTS 



MENTAL DISORDERS. 



ON THE 



NATURE AND CAUSES 



MENTAL DERANGEMENT. 

Mental derangement is made to include all derangements of 
the intellectual and moral functions. The primitive type of all 
the forms of derangement is supposed to consist in an excess 
or perversion of some one of the natural passions or emotions 
of the mind. Among the insane we find the same ideas, the 
same errors, the same passions, the same misfortunes which 
elsewhere prevail. The insane world is the same as the sane 
world, but its distinctive characters are more noticeable, its fea- 
tures more marked, its colors more vivid, its effects more strik- 
ing, because the insane man displays himself in all his naked- 
ness ; dissimulating not his thoughts, nor concealing his defects ; 
lending not to his passions seductive charms ; nor to his vices 
deceitful appearances. If we reflect upon what passes through 
the mind of even the most sensible and virtuous person for a 
single day, what incoherence shall we notice in his ideas and 
determinations from the time that he awakes in the morning, 
until he retires to rest at night ; and how many foolish, wicked 
and offensive impulses. His sensations, ideas and determina- 
tions, have some connection among themselves, only when he 
arrests his attention, and then only does he reason and exert 
mental control. The insane no longer enjoy the faculty of fix- 
ing and directing their attention, and this privation is the primi- 
tive cause of all their errors. All reasoning and mental control 
presupposes an effort, and we are not naturally reasoning, and 
self-denying beings ; that is to say, our ideas are not instinctive- 
ly and naturally conformed to objects, our comparisons correct, 
our reasonings just, and our actions proper, except by a succes- 
sion of efforts of the attention, and a ready submission to the 
20 
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results of the consequent reflections. In the insane, the im- 
pressions are so vivid, fugitive and numerous, and the ideas so 
abundant, that they cannot fix their attention sufficiently and 
justly upon each thought, object, or idea ; while with the mono- 
maniac, the attention is so concentrated, and the ideas so few, 
that it cannot turn itself aside upon surrounding objects and ac- 
cessory ideas. Hence a vicious, or imperfect mental and moral 
training is a powerful predisposing cause of derangement. 
There may be error in two opposite directions. The brain may 
be prematurely stimulated to exertion by the ambition of the 
child, or the parent ; or the evil passions may be allowed to de- 
velop themselves unchecked, through a weak and injudicious 
indulgence. In the former case, especially if the patient be of 
a naturally highly nervous or enthusiastic temperament, the 
brain is often brought into a state of excitement and irritation, 
which requires but a slight additional excitement to become de- 
cidedly morbid; in the latter, the character is left unprovided 
with the due safeguards against the temptations, annoyances, 
disappointments, and necessary struggles of life, and the mind 
sometimes breaks down under the first serious conflict. Mental 
and moral training is essentially necessary to those who have 
naturally any strong passion in excess, such as ambition, pride, 
love of applause. The one-sided, enthusiastic, conceited, or 
careless person, will also be very apt to neglect the proper care 
of his or her body, natural functions, diet, rest, &c, and hence, 
various bodily derangements will soon be ready to add their 
quota to natural predisposition, or acquired tendency to mental 
derangement. 

In accordance with these views, the profession or business of 
men has great influence over the number of the insane. The 
proportion is vastly greater among classes whose brains are kept 
in a perpetual turmoil, either of passion, or of intellect, than 
among those who pursue a tranquil course of moderate indus- 
try and enjoyment. It has also been observed that the number 
of insane is greater in a community, in proportion to the politi- 
cal and religious freedom of the population ; that is, to the op- 
portunity they enjoy of working out their own purposes, whether 
in relation to this world, or the next, in the manner most agree- 
able to themselves. Excitement, powerful effort, and want of 
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mental balance and control are always greatest in such commu- 
nities. Perhaps there is no country in the world, in which the 
insane are proportionally more numerous than in America. 

Excessive mental excitement, whether intellectual or emo- 
tional, is probably the most common cause of insanity. Every 
excess pre-supposes a want of judgment and mental control, 
and consequently, forms the first great step towards derange- 
ment. Excessive study ; perplexing metaphysical or religious 
investigations ; over-indulgence of the imagination ; struggles 
for power, influence, or wealth ; religious or political excite- 
ment ; violent anger ; excess of revenge, jealousy, or hatred ; 
the agitations arid perplexities which arise from the entangle- 
ments of engrossing business speculations, household cares, do- 
mestic unhappiness, and especially the remorse from vicious, or 
criminal indulgence. Early mental training is 1 especially neces- 
sary to ward off the bad effects of fear, disappointment, grief, 
despair, reverses of business, loss of friends, triumph of ene- 
mies, abuse of confidence, betrayed affections, public disgrace, 
general destitution, bodily pain and disease. The mental emo- 
tions and imagination should be controlled, and the reasoning 
faculty and judgment developed, in order to prevent insanity ; 
for in the insane, the reasoning faculty is always deranged, al- 
though not abolished ; the patient can often follow out trains of 
ratiocination with considerable correctness, and sometimes, even 
with much ingenuity ; but he is apt to change abruptly from 
one course of thought to another, before the first is completed ; 
each idea that presents itself, however irrelative, becomes the 
starting point of a new succession of thought, which is in its 
turn, soon interrupted ; and his intellectual action is thus brok- 
en up into disjointed fragments, which are fitted to no useful 
purpose ; he often, besides, mistakes some slight semblance, 
some mere shadow of association, a similarity of sound in a 
word, for example, for a legitimate link in a chain of reasoning, 
and thus, even when starting from correct premises, is led into 
the most egregrious errors. The judgment is perhaps more 
perverted than any other faculty. It is the quality of mind 
which is most rarely perfect in health, and which, therefore, may 
be expected to be most defective in mental unsoundness. The 
maniac cannot duly appreciate his relations to the world around 



298 NATURE AND CAUSES OF 

him, cannot shape his course in accordance with the various in 
terests, opinions and feelings of others, and is therefore con- 
stantly encountering- difficulties and vexations. The imagina- 
tion in mania, is often greatly excited, fruitful in its suggestion, 
not unfrequently brilliant in its illusive picturing, but always 
deranged ; the pictures which it forms, like the workings of the 
insane reason, are without due relation of parts, mere jumbled 
assemblages of the grotesque, the ludicrous, the wild, the fear- 
ful ; shifting too, like dreamy phantasms, to which it is probable 
they bear no slight resemblance. Early control of temper, is 
all important to those predisposed to insanity, for in general, the 
maniac is more irascible than in health, surrenders himself more 
readily to every impulse, is often suspicious, revengeful, and 
malicious. Excesses of pride, ambition, and vanity, are fre- 
quently witnessed. Steadiness of the affections and feelings, 
should be cultivated, for among the most common results of the 
disease, is an alteration of the natural affections ; the dislike of 
the insane for their former nearest and most intimate friends, is 
almost proverbial ; while the feelings are exceedingly unstable ; 
the patient passes rapidly from one state to another ; the men- 
tal chords vibrate in quick succession with the whole gamut of 
the passions. 

It is unnecessary to follow out this idea farther here ; it is as 
important, however, to pay equally great attention to physical 
and hygienic training ; derangements of the stomach and liver 
dispose to the melancholic forms of madness, and especially to 
hypochondriasis ; nothing is more common than to see a depres- 
sion of spirits approaching to mental derangement, consequent 
upon dyspepsia, functional disease of the liver, derangement or 
constipation of the bowels, and the superaddition of delusion or 
hallucination, converts the affection into insanity. Such affec- 
tions occasionally clear off like mists before the sun, under the 
use of proper regimen, exercise, diet, relaxation from care and 
business, judicious anti-bilious or laxative, or other means ; 
avoidance of alcohol, tobacco, strong tea, or coffee, &c, &c. 
Of 1000 cases of Insanity collected by Barlow : 
110 arose from drunkenness ; 
73 " " excessive ambition ; 
73 " " excessive bodily or mental labor ; 
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69 arose from misfortunes ; 
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chagrin ; 

disappointed love ; 
religious enthusiasm ; 
political events ; 
ill usage ; 

crimes, remorse, or despair ; 
' epilepsy ; 
71 were born idiots ; 
69 arose from old age ; 
39 " " accidents and injuries ; 
17 " " poisonous effluvia ; 
100 " consequences of disease; 

115 " " unknown causes. 
Of 704 cases in males, 346, or one-half, were deranged from 
moral causes; and only 156, or one-fourth, from physical 
causes. 
Of 1094 cases in females, 489 arose from moral causes, and 

282 from physical causes. 
The principal moral causes in these 346 cases in males were : 
Reverse of fortune in 86 cases ; 
Anxiety ... "69 " 



Religion 
Love 



Principal moral causes in 489 insane females, were 



Anxiety . . 
Religion . . 
Loss of relatives 
Love 
Fright . 



45 

18 



m 79 cases ; 
" 69 " 
" 62 " 
" 57 " 
" 50 " 
Reverse of fortune " 49 " 
The principal physical cause in 156 insane males, was : In- 
emperance in 80 cases. 
In females, puerperal disease in 117 cases out of 282. 
In 490 cases of Insanity from moral causes, Esquirel found 
136 cases caused by domestic troubles ; 
71 " disappointed affection ; 

91 " misery and reverses of fortune ; 

46 " « « fright; 
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45 cases caused by political events ; 

9 " " " fanatacism ; 

32 « " " jealousy; 

16 " " " anger ; 

17 " " " wounded self-love ; 
13 " " " excessive study ; 

2 '•' " " misanthropy ; 

12 " " " disappointed ambition. 

In 730 cases from physical causes : 

255 were caused by hereditary tendency ; 

70 " " " apoplexy: 

64 " " " progress of age ; 

16 " " " convulsions of mother during preg- 
nancy ; 

13 " " " epilepsy; 
16 " " " sun-stroke; 

16 " " " falls and blows upon the head ; 

25 « " " fevers ; 

38 " " " critical period of life ; 

74 " " " menstrual disorder ; 

73 " " " puerperal disorder ; 

9 " " " syphilis; 

32 " " " mercury; 

28 " " intestinal worms. 

In 482 cases of Melancholy : 

110 cases arose from hereditary predisposition ; 

60 " " " domestic trouble ; 

48 " " " reverses of fortune ; 

42 " " " disappointed affection ; 

40 " " " change of life ; 

35 u " " puerperal state"; 

30 " " " libertinism; 

25 " " suppressisn of menses ; 

19 " " " abuse of liquor ; 

19 " " " fright; 

18 " " " anger; 

12 il t: " wounded self-love ; 

10 " " " falls upon the head ; 
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8 cases arose from jealousy ; 
6 " £: " masturbation. 

In 299 cases of Mania from moral causes 
91 cases arose from domestic trials ; 
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Of this long array of the causes of insanity the effects of many 
cannot altogether be warded off, and the unfortunate sufferer must 
bear up as well as his religious and moral training will enable him 
to do. Although, drunkenness, excessive ambition, excessive 
bodily and mental labor, religious enthusiasm, crimes, exces- 
sive anxiety, fanaticism, jealousy, anger, misanthropy, liberti- 
nism, fear, &c, &c., can be and should be controlled ; still mis- 
fortunes, chagrin, disappointed love, ill-usage, disease, reverse of 
fortune, loss of relatives, domestic troubles, misery, wounded 
self-love, with or without hereditary tendency, will fall heavily 
on all, and too heavily on some. Religion and moral training 
must soften their influence, or the result will be disastrous. 
Dr. Ray thinks that defective or perverted education is one of 
the most productive causes of insanity. The gross neglect, he 
observes, of the moral powers, those which guide the passions 
and determine the notions, is the crowning defect of the educa- 
tion of our times, ruinous in its consequences to the health, both 
of body and mind. At home, children should be taught to ac- 
quire the power of governing passion and resisting the impulses 
of the lower appetites, of discerning the nicer shades of rio-ht 
and wrong, of sacrificing self to the call of benevolence and duty, 
and amid trial and change, steadily keeping in view the great 
purposes of life. How many of this generation complete their 
childhood scarcely feeling the dominion of any will but their 
own, and obeying no higher law than the caprice of the moment. 
The legitimate result in the education of our times is, that 
finally the ordinary virtues of life are degraded to a very low 
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rank. Patient and persevering industry, with its slow and mo- 
derate rewards, honest frugality, and a temperance that restrains 
every excess, frequent and faithful self-examination, clear and 
well-digested views of duty, become distasteful to the mind, 
which can breathe only an atmosphere of excitement, craving 
stimulus that rapidly consumes its energies, and destroys that 
elasticity which enables it to arise from every pressure with 
new vigor and increased power of endurance. 

A very large class of the insane, however are formed by 
bright and sensitive spirits, fully alive to every emotion of pain 
or pleasure ; over-conscientious and honorable ; too anxious to 
perform every duty, and comply with every exaction upon them ; 
if to this be added natural weakness of body, and some ill 
health, with frequent and sudden trials and misfortunes, then 
reason often gives way under them. 

Of 28,548 cases collected from all sources and treated allo- 
pathically, 10.757 were cured, and 2955 died, leaving 17,781 in 
a more or less hopeless state of mental derangement. In March, 
1844, of 984 cases in the Hanwell Asylum, only 30 were regarded 
as curable. Of 11,976 cases accumulated in the British Asylums 
in 1851 and 52, only 953 were cured, 1183 died, and 9840" were 
left uncured. At the York Retreat the average proportion of re- 
coveries during the forty-four years it had been in operation, 
in 1846, amounted to nearly forty-seven per cent. The general 
average of relapses, is from ten to seventeen to thirty per cent ; 
and second attacks may occur four, five, eight, fourteen, or even 
nineteen years after the first. 

The liability to relapse after a recovery from a first attack is 
scarcely less than fifty per cent, or one in every two cases dis- 
charged as recovered ; five out of ten recover, and five die sooner 
or later during an attack ; of the five who recover, not more 
than two remain well during the rest of their lives ; the other 
three sustain subsequent attacks, during which at least two of 
them die. The interval of mental health may last from ten to 
twenty years, during which the individual may enjoy all the 
comforts of social life. Of 1300 recoveries, 206 were known to 
have relapsed ; of 51 other recoveries, 11 relapsed in less than 
one year. Of 320 other recoveries, 47 were visited with a se- 
cond attack of insanity ; 7 with a third attack, 1 with a fourth 
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and 1 with a fifth. The relapses therefore amounted to about 
seventeen per cent on the recoveries. Still, cases of mental im- 
provement, caused by attacks of insanity have been recorded by 
several writers. Dr. Chandler says, he has known a few per- 
sons who recovered to become better citizens than they were be- 
fore. Their minds and feelings acquired strength and sound- 
ness by the disease, and by undergoing the process of cure, as 
some musical instruments are said to be improved by being 
broken and repaired again. Of 244 cases by Neumann only 
131, or fifty-three and a half per cent recovered from the first 
attack ; of these 131 recoveries, only 45, or eighteen per cent 
remained permanently free from mental disorder ; while 86 had 
one or more subsequent attacks, and only 20 of the 86 were sane 
at the time of death. Hence of 244 cases, only 65 were sane 
at the time of death, or twenty-six and a half per cent. In 
females sixty-seven per cent relapse ; in males sixty-five per 
cent. Of insane under twenty years of age, fifty-five per cent 
recover ; between twenty and thirty years, fifty-two per cent ; 
between forty and sixty years, forty-six per cent ; between 
sixty and eighty, only twenty-eight per cent. 

Of curable cases, those of one month's duration, eighty-three 
per cent recover ; of from one to three months, seventy-eight per 
cent recover ; those of from three to six months' duration, fifty- 
nine per cent; six to twelve months, thirty- five per cent; twelve 
to eighteen months, eighteen per cent ; eighteen to twenty-four 
months-, only ten per cent ; and those of two or more years' du- 
ration only four per cent are restored. 

Again, according to Jarvis, of 57,794 cases in males, 23,677 
recovered ; of 53,946 cases in females, 23,704 were cured ; 
leaving 64,359 of both sexes more or less hopelessly insane. 
Although the females recovered in an excess of nine per cent 
over the males, still they are rather more subject to relapses. 

Of 112,143 cases, 20,458 died, and the mortality increases in 
proportion to age ; in those insane from twenty to thirty years 
of age, the mortality is from three and a half to five per cent ; 
from thirty to forty years, three to seven per cent ; forty to 
fifty years, three and a half to nine and a half per-cent ; fifty to 
sixty years, four and a half to six and a half per cent ; sixty 
to seventy, six to seven per cent ; seventy to eighty, eight and 
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a half to twelve per cent ; eighty to ninety, twenty-one to thirty 
per cent. 

Mean mortality in all ages, four and a half to seven and a 
half per cent. In the English Asylums the mortality varied 
from 5.30 to 11.27 per cent. The cures, from 22.48 to 59.0 
per cent. 

Pinel says, recoveries generally take place within five or six 
months ; at York Asylum fifty per cent of the recoveries occur 
within three months ; Esquirol in 2005 cases had 604 recover 
in the first year, 497 in the second, 86 in the third, and only 
41 in the seven following years, leaving 777 hopelessly insane. 

Of all the circumstances which affect the comparison of the 
recoveries and mortality of the insane, when treated in asylums, 
the stage or duration is the most important ; the probability of 
recovery, in cases brought under care within three months of 
first attack, is as four to one. In cases not admitted until more 
than twelve months after the attack, the probability is less than 
one to four. On the other hand, the mortality is greater in recent 
than in chronic cases, viz., seven per cent in the former, and 
only four and a half per cent in the latter. 

The probability of recovery is greater, from four to twenty 
per cent, in women than men ; and the excess of mortality in 
males varies from thirty-four to seventy-two per cent. 

Of 112 cases of recovery in New-York State Asylum, 36 had 
been insane only one month, or under ; 44, between two or three 
months ; 18, from four to seven months ; 9, from seven to* twelve 
months ; and 3 over twelve months. Ten of these 112 cases 
were cured in two months and under ; 6 in three months ; 54, in 
from four to seven months ; 27, in from seven to twelve months ; 
13, in from one to two years ; 2, in two years. 

Of 1355 cases not insane over one year, no less 1089 recover- 
ed, leaving only 266 more or less hopelessly insane. Galt, 
in the Eastern Asylum of Virginia of 14 recent cases, cured 12, 
which success he regards as unexampled ; he used Opium in 
enormous doses, from six to twelve grains, or from two to three 
grains of Morphine, three times a day; he also had Opium 
smoked in pipes mixed with, tobacco. Morel gave Opium to 
the extent of nine grains in twenty-four hours, without satis- 
factory results ; so that very large doses seem to be required. 
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The early and proper treatment of insanity is all important ; 
it is said that scarcely a single case recovers when left to run 
its course either unchecked, or only partially checked hy irre- 
gular treatment. In every case, the first thing necessary is to 
subject the patient to some control, more or less strict, according 
to circumstances ; control is one of the most important remedial 
means ; it is a great mistake to suppose that the insane can be 
reasoned out of their delusions, or that remonstrance will pre- 
vent their absurd conduct ; argument and remonstrance are ge- 
nerally prejudicial, unless the patient be under control, and so 
far recovered that he may be regarded as somewhat con- 
valescent. 

The great question is whether this control shall be at home, 
by means of medicine, or in asylums. Wood is in favor of an 
early removal to an asylum, because insane persons are very 
apt to contract aversion for their nearest friends and relatives, 
and are consequently liable to perpetual irritation from their 
presence. Instead of being soothed by their kind offices and 
affectionate attentions, they are often excited into paroxysms 
of rage. Besides the patient often requires control ; he has lost 
his own self-control, and some opposition to his will is absolutely 
essential. But such opposition and control from persons from 
whom he has before experienced nothing but kindness, and per- 
haps submission, become sources of perpetual vexation, and 
sustain an excitement highly calculated to aggravate and fix his 
disorder, &c, &c. 

On the other hand, Williams says, in an incipient case of 
mania, it is far better to treat it at the patient's house ; this is 
infinitely preferable to removal. The patient can be placed 
under control, and the degree of restraint which may be neces- 
sary can be properly adapted by having one or more attendants. 
It is always in early cases that so much may be done ; and more 
persons recover during the first six weeks after being attacked, 
than in the aggregate of all ot!ier subsequent periods. If this 
be true in acute attacks, in those cases which come on more 
slowly, removal to an asylum must not be delayed too long ; 
the patient may get somewhat better, but will almost certainly 
relapse soon after he again begins to mingle in the world. After 
the first two or three months of insanity, the longer an efficient 
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course of treatment is postponed, the less is the chance of 
success. 

The seat of insanity is probably in the cineritious, or grey 
portion of the brain ; in a few cases the irritation may be in- 
flammatory in its nature, but in the very largest portion it is 
merely nervous. Very few cases commence with delirium, 
fever, furred tongue, thirst, heat of skin, and loss of appetite ; 
in the larger portion the temperature of the skin is not raised, 
although there may be some heat of the head, similar to that 
caused by a fit of passion, or any irritation ; of 222 cases seen 
by Jacobi, only 22 or 23 had fever, and some of these were 
hectic, or fever from other causes than the mania. It may be 
asserted without fear of contradiction that no pathologist could 
in nine-tenths of all the cases of mental derangement which 
prove fatal, take upon himself to say from an examination of the 
brain, whether the person during life had been of sound mind 
or not. Burnett thought insanity a blood disease depending 
upon a derangement, or mal-assimilation of those particular 
materials of the blood, Carbon and Phosphorus, which constitute 
the bulk of the elementary tissue of the brain and nervous 
system — insanity in some cases is immediately caused by the 
deterioration of the fatty matter of the blood, by which the 
Carbon and Phosphor are unable to combine in healthy propor- 
tions anfl. make sound nerves and brain. In proof of this 
Bence Jones found an increase of phosphates excreted 
during a paroxysms of mania ; and another remarkable feature 
in the urine of the insane is the excess of Ammonia, in the form 
of Carbonate, Urate, Hydro-chlorate, or the Ammonio-magnesian 
phosphate. 

My own opinion is that the irritation in the brains of 
many deranged persons is very similar to that which occurs 
in scrofulous ophthalmia and spinal irritation. In both these 
diseases the redness, congestion or inflammation of the eye or 
spinal marrow is very slight, although the irritation is very 
great. It is very true that the diseased changes, which patho- 
logists may generally expect to find on examining the heads of 
lunatics in a great majority dissections will be : 

1st, Infiltration of the pia-mater with serum, 
2d, Congestion of the brain and its membranes, 
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3d, Effusion into the ventricles. 
In 67 cases, 53 had the third ; 53, the first ; and 38 the second ; 
30 also had the arachnoid thickened and opaque ; in 26 the 
color of the brain was altered ; 15 had effusion of blood in the 
skull ; 62 had the organs of the chest disordered ; 30, those of 
the abdomen. 

That insanity is often connected with a tuberculous or scro- 
fulous diathesis is evident from the fact that of 1540 cases of 
death in insane persons, no less than 200 died with consump- 
tion, or about twelve per cent ; cases of marasmus not in- 
cluded. Hitchman says that there is much reason to suppose, 
that in the insane, the organs of the chest are more frequently 
diseased than those of the abdomen. Consumption is common, 
but in a masked form ; sometimes tubercles form and even tu- 
bercular excavations take place, without manifesting any of 
those distressing symptoms of cough, expectoration and rest- 
lessness, so common in the sane. 

In 145 cases examined by Dr. Hitchman the dura-mater 
was adherent to the skull in about one-third of the cases, espe- 
cially in those long insane, and advanced in years. 

In 115 cases the arachnoid was more or less opaque and 
thickened, and contained a considerable quantity of serous fluid. 
These conditions are almost invariable accompaniments in 
chronic cases of insanity ; in 22 cases out of 27. In recent cases 
the arachnoid does not adhere as closely to the pia-mater, nor 
is there so much thickness, opacity, or serous effusion ; thus 
in 165 recent cases the arachnoid was thickened and opaque in 
62 instances only. 

In 118 cases the pia-mater was venously congested and infil- 
trated with sub-arachnoidean fluid. In chronic cases the pia- 
mater is almost invariably found thickened and altered ; it be- 
comes much thickened, can be removed from the brain in large 
pieces*without laceration ; is sometimes dark from the congested 
state of its blood-vessels ; frequently cedematous, and bathed in 
a muddy fluid, resembling diluted jelly. The pia-mater is even 
more frequently affected in chronic lunacy than the arachnoid 
itself. The choroid plexuses were simultaneously congested, 
and contain cysts, and sand. 
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Pachionean glands were much enlarged in twenty, mostly old 
patients. 

The convolutions of the brain were sunken, atrophied or soft 
in 72 cases out 119, and all these had either been insane for^ a 
long time, or were in a state of extreme imbecility or dementia. 
Seen through the thickened pia-mater, the convolutions have a 
brownish hue owing to the presence of large quantities of serum. 

In advanced dementia, the surface of the convolutions when 
cut, sometimes was dark in hue. 

In acute mania, the grey substance of the convolutions is apt 
to have a pink or roseate color. 

In 64 cases in which the patients had long been insane or im- 
becile, the grey substance was pale or blanched. 

The white part of the brain was softened in 19 cases ; greatly 
congested in 12. 

There are quite a variety of forms of mental derangement. 
1st, Mania, or general delirium, including 

a) mental derangement without fury ; 

6) mania, with fury. 
2d, Monomania, or delirium limited to one, or a few objects, 
with a predominance of one passion. 

a) Monomania of pride, the subjects of which imagine 
that they are possessed of great riches or power ; that they 
are generals, princes, deities, &c. 

b) Gay monomania ; according to Esquirel, true mono- 
maniacs are always gay and expansive, affording a striking con- 
trast to hypochondriacs. 

Haschisch and Aurum are perhaps the most homoeopathic reme- 
dies against gay monomania (see Appendix). 

c) Sad monomania, or the melancholy of the ancients, 
lypemania of Esquirol ; these patients are deranged on one or 
a few subjects, with a predominance of sadness, or depress 
sion ; are apt to fear that they are dishonored, condemned to 
death, imprisoned, &c. ; some are under the influence of a con- 
tinuous or irresistible fear. 

d) Religious monomania, including Demonomaniacs, 
Theomaniacs, Ascetics, &c. 

The insanity of masturbators is sometimes thought by their friends 
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to be caused by religious anxiety, because the first evidence of it 
noticed, was an extraordinary anxiety about their salvation, an inor- 
dinate fear of future punishment ; or abandoning all occupation but 
that of reading or holding a bible, as if reading ; or praying, or mumb- 
ling incoherent sentences in an attitude of prayer at improper times 
and places, &c. 

Another class, frequently placed under the head of religious anxiety, 
are religious monomaniacs whose insanity is undoubtedly referable 
to dyspepsia, habitual indigestion and constipation. Brigham. 

e) Erotomania. This is very different from nymphomania 
and satyriasis ; it bears the same relation to these, what the 
ardent affections of the heart, when chaste and honorable are, 
in comparison with frightful libertinism ; actions the most 
obscene, shameful and humiliating characterise the latter, while 
the erotomaniac neither desires, or dreams even, of the favors 
to which he might aspire from the object of his insane ten- 
derness. In erotomania the eyes are lively and animated, 
the look passionate, 'the discourse tender, and the actions ex- 
pansive : but the subjects of it never pass the limits of pro- 
priety. 

In two cases of Dementia and two of Mania, caused by masturba- 
tion, the Muriate tinct. of Iron in large doses was found to be the 
best anaphrodisiac which Smith could employ; appearing to be the 
real agent in the cures which followed its use. Nymphomania in one 
case was cured by Bromide of Potash in fifteen grain doses, three 
times a day. In the treatment of masturbation Brigham preferred 
Conium, Camphor and Belladonna, and thinks that he has indubitable 
evidence of its power. Wood thinks that in excitement of the vene- 
real propensity, Dulcamara, very freely employed, is perhaps the 
most efficient remedy — Muriate of Baryta also deserves attention. 

f) Kleptomania, or monomania for stealing. 

g) Pyromania, or mania for incendiarism. 
h) Suicidal and Homicidal monomania. 

In suicidal insanity, the Meconite, and Hydrochlorate of Morphia 
often act like a charm, if uninterruptedly and perseveringly given, 
until the nervous system is completely under its influence. Forbes 
Winslow has witnessed the most distressing attacks of this form 
of insanity radically cured by this treatment when every other has 
failed. He has also seen the suicidal impulse removed after the 
administration of a few doses of Belladonna. 

3d, Hallucinations. 

a) Hallucinations of sight ; seeing of phantoms, imaginary 
or absent persons, of forms, or colors. 
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b) Hallucinations of hearing; these are the most frequent 
of all ; are found in at least two-thirds of all hallucinated pet- 
sons ; consist in noises in the head and ears ; hearing o 
sounds, voices, cries, &c. 

c) Illusions of touch ; these are common. 

d) Illusions of taste and smell, are rare. 

e) Illusions about one's internal organs, in which the pa- 
tient imagines various extraordinary conditions of his internal 
organs, that he has snakes or reptiles within him ; or is filled 
with sulphurous vapors which will suffocate him, &c. 

Leuret's treatment of Hallucinations consists in the frequent use 
of the douche, taking care while the patient is in the bath to speak 
on all the subjects connected with his insanity, and making him give 
rational replies; he was not contented so long as there was or ap- 
peared to be a mental reservation in his words; he obliged the patient 
to admit that he was mad or deranged ; the douche was repeated daily 
( and the same system of questioning, &c, continued until the patient 
fully understood that he was in the wrong, and was anxious to re- 
cover his health and reason. 

4th, Dementia, or general feebleness of the mental faculties. 
5th, Idiocy. 

Cth, Puerperal mania, or mental derangement of lying-in- 
women. 

a) Mental derangement soon after confinement. 

b) do. do. during or after protracted nursing. 

7th, Delirium tremens. 

8th, Mental derangement from poisoning with narcotics, 
Opium, Stramonium, Haschisch. &c, &c. 

9th, General Paralysis of the insane. 

In eight cases, the structure of the brain was firm and tough; so 
tough in one case that the brain could be lifted without breaking it 

BLOODLETTING. 

Wood says, to bleed and otherwise deplete copiously for in- 
sanity alone, even in its early stages, is he is convinced, a high- 
ly injurious practice. Without having the least influence over 
the delusions of the patient, it lowers the grade of his vital force, 
and renders him less able to support the more or less wearing 
influence of the mental disease on the bodily health. It is even 
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thought by some to dispose to a more rapid decline of mania or 
monomania into dementia ; and to diminish the chances of a 
subsequent cure, or at least to protract the duration of the dis- 
ease. Dr. Kirkbeide, the intelligent superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, informed Dr. Wood, that 
depletion is in his estimation the great error in the primary 
treatment of insanity. It is not uncommon to mistake some 
frequency of the pulse and heat of head, which may be the mere 
results of the functional disturbance of the brain, for indications 
of active febrile excitement, and the violent maniacal paroxysms 
as proofs of cerebral inflammation. There can be no greater 
errors than these. The pulse is often much accelerated by the 
■want of sleep and the various agitations of the patient, without 
fever or inflammation, and indeed may in many instances be 
most happily composed by Opium and other cerebral-stimu- 
lants. The maniacal paroxysms, though frequently attended 
with signs of general and febrile excitement, are a purely ner- 
vous affection, occur as well in debilitated as in elevated states 
of the system, and may be quite compatible with a stimulating 
or supporting treatment ; instead of being relieved they are in 
some instances decidedly aggravated by the loss of blood. 

In his remarks on bleeding in insanity, Dr. Patterson, of 
the Indiana Hospital for the Insane, uses the following language : 
Raving mania can be much more permanently controlled by the 
use of the warm bath, cold applications to the head, warm foot- 
baths, mild cathartics, and in some cases by nauseants. Bleed- 
ing quiets the patient temporarily, but the excitement returns 
with greater fury, and the system is less able to bear it than 
before. So far as I have observed the practice, bleeding does 
not accomplish the desired object, but the contrary ; for it im- 
poverishes the blood, reduces the strength of the patient, and 
thereby renders the nervous system more excitable. 

Dr. Hanbury Smith, of the Ohio Asylum, says that during the 
year 1851, the idea of depletion was entertained in no one case 
by any of the medical officers ; and those who had lost blood 
previously to their admission proved exceedingly difficult to 
restore, sank into hopeless dementia, or died. It may be con- 
sidered as a settled thing that at the present time depletion is 
exceedingly hazardous, and commonly contra-indicated in in- 
21 



312 



NATURE AND CAUSES OF 



sanity; the liberal use of stimulants proves eminently curative ; 
immediately after the action of a cathartic, sometimes previously 
to, or during that action, he gives his patient from four to six 
ounces of wine, or an equivalent portion of brandy, together with 
the most nourishing and easily digested food. Maniacal excite- 
ment commonly ceases very quickly under the above treatment. 

Bell's disease or typhomania is a peculiar form of mental 
derangement becoming quite common, particularly in large cities, 
and one in which the unpractised physician is almost certain to 
pursue a deleterious course of treatment ; the patients almost 
invariably die after general bloodletting ; a fatal result can only 
be avoided by active stimulation. 

In 913 or perhaps 1806 cases, Dr. Kirkbride did not 
practise venesection for insanity in a single instance ; he may 
have done it for apoplexy, or congestion of the brain, but never 
for mania, melancholia, or any of the maladies generally in- 
cluded under the name of insanity. 

Dr. Rush is the great authority in favor of bloodletting, but 
in his time, in the early part of the present century, the system 
of treatment at the Bethlehem Hospital for the Insane, consisted 
of bleeding, purging and vomiting in the spring months. A cer- 
tain day was appointed on which the patients were bled ; another 
when they were purged ; another when they were vomited. 
They were all bled in May, and again in June, the precise time 
depending on the weather. This was the best treatment in 
Rush's time ; for the physicians of the Bethlehem Hospital, were 
anions: the most eminent in London. 

The physicians of probably 19/20ths of the institutions for 
the insane, not only in America and Great Britain, but in 
France, Prussia, and Austria condemn the practice of general 
bleeding in insanity, unless it be in rare and exceptional 
cases. 

In puerperal mania Smith says, bloodletting is preeminently 
contra indicated ; in this matter all authorities agree ; Church- 
ill, Pritchard, Esquirol, Haslam, Gooch, and Burrows 
are equally opposed to it ; even where local inflammation is dis- 
covered, other means should be used. 

In the treatment of acute mania with violence, raving and 
consequent exhaustion, Dr. Brigham employed seclusion, hot 
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baths, with cold applications to the head and free evacuation of 
the bowels. In no case did he find local or general bleedings 
admissible ; but on the contrary nutritious diet and brandy-punch 
are generally required. 

Dr. Benedict, of the New-York State Asylum, says, he can- 
not too strongly urge his medical brethren to abstain from 
bloodletting in insanity ; his plan of treating very acute insanity 
is directly opposed to depletion. Not one ounce of blood was 
drawn from 825 patients, 54 of whom were deranged less than 
one month. He resorts to stimulation in many cases with great 
freedom, and has seen the best evidences of its propriety. 

Dr. Curwin, of the Pennsylvania State Asylum, says, that 
he must call attention to an error which is very extensively 
prevalent, and which consists in the almost invariable resort to 
bloodletting in all cases of insanity. All hospital experience 
proves that the loss of blood in any form of insanity, is almost 
uniformly attended with unpleasant effects, prolonging the 
period of cure, and in many cases placing the patient hopelessly 
beyond the reach of any benefit to be derived from subsequent 
treatment. Insanity is essentially a nervous disorder, and 
must be treated as such. 

PURGATIVES. 

"Woodward says : if bleeding is injurious, active purging is 
still more so. In torpid states of the bowels he preferred the 
Tinct., or Pulv. Guaiac ; has been most successful with it in 
dyspepsia and distress after eating ; it invigorates the stomach, 
acts on the skin and bowels, and in females is an emmenagogue ; 
the powder is the most useful, if the principal object is to 
act upon the bowels. 

Forbes Winslow says in the early stage of insanity, and 
throughout its whole course, the bowels are often in an obsti- 
nately constipated condition. The concentration of nervous 
energy in the brain appears to interfere with that supply 
which should proceed to other structures. There is no class of 
agents which act so certainly and effectually in relieving the 
mind when under the influence of depressing emotions, as 
cathartics. The bowels are often found gorged with fecal mat- 
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ters, and immediate relief follows full action on the bowels. ' I 
have seen several cases of great despondency, obstinacy and in- 
vincible taciturnity attended with, and caused by excessive cos- 
tiveness, cured at once by a single dose of purgative medicine. 



NARCOTICS. 

Of these Opium is the most important. In acute mania, if 
there is much excitement, many physicians have great confi- 
dence in Grave's combination of Opium and Tartar-emetic, 
and in the proportions originally proposed by him. Afterwards 
if the head be not very hot, full and repeated doses of Opium 
are given ; also in cases marked by extreme irritability, rest- 
lessness and want of sleep, with moist, flabby and tremulous 
tongue, natural or dilated pupils^ frequent, irregular and weak 
pulse, cold and relaxed skin ; then commonly with wine, and 
always with excellent effect. See Galt's Opium treatment, 
page 52. Wood says, independently of the advantageous in- 
fluence excited by narcotics in quieting irritation, controlling 
excessive nervous excitement, and producing sleep, they prob- 
ably operate in another mode in the cure of insanity. When 
kept steadily under their influence, the brain is rendered in 
some measure insensible to those morbid impressions which 
have a constant tendency to disturb it. Though the patient 
may not be restored to reason, yet the irregular mental move- 
ments are much repressed, the proverbially cheering influence of 
the drug restrains the tumult of the feelings, and a condition of 
the brain is induced, in which a continued presentation of ra- 
tional objects of reflection, and sources of a healthful interest, 
may gradually accustom the organ to a sound mode of action ; 
while the morbid trains of reflection, and the perversions of the 
passions are gradually obliterated from want of renewal. After 
the removal, therefore, of physical derangement, no medicine is 
so efficient as Opium in favoring a return to a healthy state 
of function. It must be given in such quantities as to produce 
and maintain a decided impression, and must consequently be 
increased with its continued use. After the brain has been re- 
stored to a perfectly healthful state of action, the Opium should 
be gradually diminished, and 'the patient should not be con- 
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sidered well until the medicine can be entirely dispensed with. 
Wood has known patients in the most violent state of mania- 
cal excitement, after being put asleep by Opium, to awake in 
the morning quite composed and rational. In some cases Opium 
will aggravate the cerebral disorder; when this passes off the 
patient will be found in a better state than before the aggrava- 
tion ; new quantities will be followed by fresh exacerbation, and 
these in their turn by still more decided improvement. It is an 
unpleasant way of treating the patient, but a cure will follow 
quite as certainly, as if none but the most pleasant results 
had followed. Williams says, physicians have been niuch di- 
vided in opinion respecting the propriety of exhibiting narcotics 
when there is furious delirium, it having been frequently noticed 
that even when sleep has followed very large doses, yet the pa- 
tient has awoke with aggravated symptoms ; and hence although 
the sleep may for some hours have appeared tolerably easy and 
natural, yet from the subsequently increased frenzy on waking, it 
has been thought unadvisable to continue the narcotic. Other 
physicians would immediately repeat the dose and still larger ones 
if required. Williams thinks that the stimulating powers of 
the Hydrochlorate of Moiyhia are so slight as to be scarcely 
perceptible, the sedative effect being immediately induced. 

1) Against an atrophied, or softened condition of the nervous 
matter, Forbes Wjnslow thinks more can be done towards a 
cure than is generally supposed. He has in several instances 
seen brain disease exhibiting all the legitimate features of ra- 
mollissement, yield to the persevering use of Iron, Phosphor, 
Zinc and Strychnia, combined with generous living. In ge- 
neral paralysis from inflammatory softening of the brain, Boyd 
gave the Liquor Hydrargyri bichloridi, to eight males ; two 
improved, and one who had been confined to his bed for several 
weeks and in a very helpless state, became able to sit up in a 
chair and feed himself. Another who was of very dirty habits, 
became cleanly, and gained in weight 21 lbs. in six months ; two 
cases gradually became worse, and four remained stationary. 
See also my Treatise on Apoplexy and Softening of the Brain, 
p. p. 149 to 155. 

2) In some chronic forms of insanity, in dementia and per- 
sistent monomania connected, as it was supposed with morbid 
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thickening of the dura-mater, and with interstitial infiltration 
of that membrane, as well as exudations on its surface, Forbes 
Winslow has seen marked benefit from the persevering use of 
a strong ointment of Iodide of potassium combined with Strich- 
nine rubbed over the scalp. 

In other cases apparently quite beyond the reach of improve- 
ment or cure, where the mental symptoms were supposed to be 
associated with effusions of serum in or about the brain, he has 
applied Iodine externally, and given small doses of Iod., Merc, 
and Digitalis internally, with considerable benefit. 

FOOD, TONICS AND STIMULANTS. 

It has been unquestionably proved, by long and well tried 
experience that a good and liberal scale of diet is necessary for 
the insane. A scale of diet above that which the person would 
take if well Mid surrounded by the comforts of home, is certainly 
required by those confined in an asylum. We will find that 
when the diet is deficient that the mortality is invariably 
higher and the amount of cures less. All authorities agree 
upon this point, in chronic insanity. 

3) Cases sometimes present themselves Avhere the patient 
determinately refuses to take either food or medicine. The re- 
fusal of food may be connected with the determination to destroy 
life, or it may be associated with delusive impressions. Upon 
examination we often find, in these cases, great gastric de- 
rangement, obstinate constipation, considerable tenderness of the 
pit of the stomach, bilious disorder, foul tongue and offensive 
breath, with other symptoms of a morbid condition of the digestive 
organs. In some of these cases the determination to refuse 
nourishment arises from a positive loathing of food ; or from a 
delusion of taste, everything appearing to the patient, bitter, 
disgusting or poisonous ; or the unhappy patient imagines that 
he is commanded either by good or evil spirits not to eat. 

Such cases can be speedily cured by removing the visceral 
derangement, if there be any, or by specific remedies, if the di- 
gestive organs be sound. — Forbes Winslow. 
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MELANCHOLY. 

The principal remedies against this form of mental derange- 
ment, are: 1st; Arsenicum, Aurum, Bellad., Calcarea, Causti- 
cum, Graphite, Ignatia, Lachesis, Natrum-mur., Pulsatilla, 
Rhus-tox., Sulphur and Veratrum. 2d ; Cocculus, Hellebore. 
Hyosciamus, Lycopod., Mercur., Nux, Phosphor., Platina, Se- 
pia and Stramonium. 3d ; Aconite, Anacard., Carb.-anim., 
Crocus, Digit., Nitric and Phos.-acid., Ruta, and Staphysagria. 

Aurum is indicated when the patient is sad and feeble, with 
desire for solitude ; when he fears to have lost the love and 
consideration of others, with profound chagrin and weeping ; 
great desire for death, with religious pre-occupation, with 1 tears 
and prayers ; great anxiety in the region of the heart, with 
great weakness and exhaustion, sb that one feels as if dying ; 
scrupulous inquietude ; timidity ; all attended with derange- 
ment of the liver. 

Calcarea. When there is dejection and sadness ; restless- 
ness, with commotion of the blood ; great disposition to fear 
and apprehension ; fear of misfortuue or of losing one's reason ; 
despair about one's health ; want of interest and will ; disgust 
for work. 

Natrum Muriaticum. When there are frequent accessions 
of melancholy, with abundance of sombre thoughts, and recall- 
ing of unpleasant events long since passed ; want of self-confi- 
dence, with great inclination to weep ; the least trifle, solitude 
for a short time, the slightest look from others will produce 
tears ; even the thought of unpleasant occurrences brings on a 
flood of tears. Inclination to remain absorbed in thoughts for 
hours ; frequent attacks of complete unhappiness and despair ; 
sudden paroxysms of anxiety as if one had committed a crime. 
Graphite and Causticum are indicated under almost similar cir- 
cumstances. 

Veratrum. When the melancholic patient has nausea and 
frequent chills ; is taciturn or obstinate, or sits in a corner ab- 
sorbed in thought. Verat., Hellebore and Cocculus are par- 
ticularly suitable in melancholy when attended with marked 
derangement of the stomach, bowels or liver. 

Phosphorus, Platina and Sepia are often useful in ex- 
treme cases of nervousness and melancholy in females, with 
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marked derangement of the urinary and sexual organs, sup- 
pression of the menses, &c. 

HYPOCHONDRIA. 

The principal remedies against this disorder are : Calcarea, 
Sulphur, Conium, Ignatia, Petroleum, Staphysagria, Gratiola, 
Sabadilla and Zincum. 

Sabadilla is the principal remedy, -when the patient has 
illusions about the state of his internal organs, that his stomach 
is ulcerated, abdomen disorganised, scrotum swollen, &c, &c. 

Zinc is regarded by Rademacher, as one of the most pow- 
erful and specific brain-remedies. He says that it may be 
styled a Metallic Opium. It will allay the most violent neu- 
ralgic pains, headache, toothache, earache, ischias, &c. It is use- 
ful against obstinate sleeplessness, and will, cause sleep in de- 
ranged and delirious persons ; but its use must be continued 
after sleep has been produced, and the patient must be waked 
up regularly to take his medicine, or else he will finally awake 
just as much deranged and delirious as ever. 

Singularly, he also states that Zinc may be used in the sopo- 
rose states, which so frequently attend brain-affections, and 
which are closely allied to delirium, or at least are frequently 
followed by it. Under its use the patient will finally awake 
himself, still one will notice when the patient is aroused hourly 
to take his medicine, that his mental powers are gradually re- 
turning to a natural state, and finally he will awake sponta- 
neously ; still the remedy must be used some little time after- 
wards. 

RELIGIOUS MELANCHOLY. 

The principal remedies are : Bellad., Hyosc. Opium. Platina 
and Sulphur. 

misanthropy. 

The most useful remedies are : Muriate of Ammonia, Aurum, 
Cicuta, Ledum, Manganese, Nitric-acid, Stannum and Sulphur. 

Muriate of Ammonia is useful against melancholy, con- 
nected with marked disorder of some or many of the mucous 
membranes, derangement or enlargement of the liver, enlarge- 
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ment of the womb and ovaries ; also "when the patient has a 
well-marked mucous fever, the tongue being coated with tough, 
white mucus, with great inclination to perspiration, so that the 
sweat breaks out from the slightest exertion, the urine being 
strong and ammoniacal, and some diarrhoea is present, with 
discharge of tough, glassy mucus from the bowels ; in some 
cases, the attending fever has a seven-day type. 

Cicuta, Aethusa and Bovista are supposed to be useful 
against melancholy and other cerebral affections, arising from 
suppression of eruptions ; also against spinal irritation from 
the same cause. 

Ledum is useful against brain-affections, attended with vio- 
lent headache, restlessness, oppression of respiration, cough, 
sleeplessness, pains in the limbs, increased flow of urine, itch- 
ing, eruptions or pustules upon the skin, contractions of the 
limbs, gouty and rheumatic pains, &c. 

Stannum is homoeopathic to extreme nervousness, such as 
as sometimes seen in persons who have become exhausted by 
loss of blood, excesses, or a long-lasting sickness, attended with 
considerable loss of flesh ; misanthropy and invincible repug- 
nance to conversation. 

suicidal monomania. 

The principal remedies are : Arsenicum, Aurum, Belladonna, 
Drosera, Hyosciainus, Antim.-crud., Alumina, Spigelia and 
Staphysagria. 

Belladonna and Morphine have been recommended by Forbes 
Winslow. (See p. xv.) 

NOSTALGIA. 

The principal remedies are: Capsicum, Mercurius, and Phos- 
phoric-acid. 

MANIA. 

The principal remedies are supposed to be, 1st, Bellad., Oan- 
thar., Hyosc, Stramon., and Veratrum. 

2d, Agaricus, Arsen., Cannabis., Crocus., Cuprum., Kali., 
Lycopod., Lach., Merc, Phosph., and Secale. 
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3d, Aconite, Anacard,, Camph., Conium, Moschus, Natrum, 
Nitric-acid., Nux-v., Plat., Plumbum, and Tart.-emet. 

The first set of these remedies is most useful in Acute Ma- 
nia. In this disorder the following symptoms generally appear 
immediately before the full development of the disease. Every 
natural thought and feeling is exaggerated. At first this is 
scarcely noticeable ; but, after a short time, the exaltation be- 
comes more and more manifest ; soon we observe former objects 
of quiet and unobtrusive affection are treated with the most 
persuasive and endearing fondness, and at the same time, those 
that may have once incurred the displeasure of the patient, are 
spoken of with a bitterness and angry vindictiveness totally in- 
consistent with the previous character of the individual. The 
patient is evidently becoming more and more a creature of im- 
pulse, and cannot fix his attention upon the ordinary employ- 
ments of the day, but is wandering with strides increasing in 
rapidity from one thing to another. As the excitement in- 
creases, the wildness and often redness of the eye, begin to 
attract attention, and finally actual raving ensues. — Perkins. 

The same author says: "If a strong, plethoric and physically 
healthy man becomes the subject of acute mania, if the head is 
hot, eyes injected, face flushed, pulse full and strong, and at the 
same time, if the patient is violent and noisy, the physician 
would naturally be tempted to a trial of general blood-letting. 
Let him on no account yield to his inclination, for there is hard- 
ly any form of insanity in which blood-letting is admissible. 
In every case in which it has been employed within the writer's 
knowledge, it has proved highly injurious." 

Most of the other remedies are suitable in Chronic Mania. 
Anaemia is a common accompaniment of this disease, and a 
state of the system decidedly below par, is too often met with. 
In these cases, the only efficient allopathic remedies are tonics 
and sedatives. Conium and Iron are used with great success, 
Morphine may be used with marked good results. 

ANTAGONISTIC STATES OF THE MIND. 

Anacardium may be used when the patient seems to have 
two opposite wills, one of which excites him to do that which the 
other would like to prevent. Is inclined to lau^h when he 
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ought to be serious, and does not incline to laugh, even when 
tempted by ludicrous things. 

Sepia when he imagines things, which he does not want to 
imagine ; uses wrong expressions, which he knows are wrong ; 
proposes to himself things which are contrary to his intentions ; 
is in contradiction with himself, and altogether in a disagree- 
able mood ; has paroxysms of laughter and weeping in alterna- 
tion, without either resulting from a corresponding frame of 
mind. 

Phosphorus when the patient laughs against his own incli- 
nation, being very sad. 

Capsicum and JStaphysagria when he is merry, but never- 
theless inclines to get angry and be quarrelsome. 

ANTIPATHI ES. 

Conium may be given when the patient is inclined to dislike 
every one who passes him, would like to lay hold of them, and 
abuse them. 

Cicuta when he abhors all mankind, hates their follies, and 
seeks solitude. 

Aurum when many persons are offensive to him. 

Ammon.-mur. Ayhen there are involuntary antipathies to cer- 
tain persons. 

Calcarea when there is an aversion to most men. 

apathy. 

Antimonium-crud. may be given when the patient is com- 
pletely apathetic, does not leave her bed, does not speak, desires 
neither to eat or drink, but eats readily what is offered and feels 
hungry. 

Argent um-nitricum, when there is apathy with great debili- 
ty and tremulous weakness. 

GAY MANIA. 

The principal remedies are : 1st, Aurum, Bellad., Crocus., 
Lycopod., Platina, Opium, Stramon., and Verat. 

2d, Aconite, Anacard., Cuprum, Hyosc, Lachesis, Natrum- 
m., Nux-mosch., Thos., and Phosphoric-acid. 

Belladonna is suitable when there is a merry craziness, with 
laughing and singing ; when the patient tries to compose songs, 
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and sings merry, but utterly senseless tunes, or whistles occa- 
sionally, but refuses either to eat or drink ; or sings or hums 
different airs, or smiles a long while to himself, or is disposed 
to sing or whistle, with frequent bursts of laughter, or is wild 
and wantonly merry, with inclination to quarrel without cause ; 
or when the patients tear off their clothes, run out into the 
street, partially or wholly naked, gesticulating in a strange man- 
ner, dancing, laughing, uttering and demanding foolish things. 

Cicuta-virosa, when the patient becomes heated while asleep, 
wakes up, jumps out of bed, dances, laughs, does all sorts of 
foolish things, claps her hands, &c. 

Cuprum, when he sings merry songs. 

Hyosciamus when the patient dances, laughs in an absurd 
manner, makes ridiculous gesticulations like a clown, or per- 
forms funny tricks like a monkey. 

Opium, when the patient's mirth and bliss increase until 
he becomes irrational. 

Stramonium, when one seems as if in an ecstacy, and beside 
himself; when he seems filled with pleasant fancies, expresses 
his wishes by signs, and runs about for some days, exceedingly 
busy with his phantasies, and quite cheerful; or when he dances, 
gesticulates, laughs and sings ; or has paroxysms of constant 
talking, or breaks out into loud laughter, or violent rage. 

MANIA WITH FURY. 

Cuprum is indicated against mania attended with full, quick 
pulse, red and inflamed eyes, wild looks, incoherent speech, and 
rage, every paroxysm terminating in perspiration. 

Opium against furious mania with distortion of the features, 
swelling of the head and face, protruded and congested eyes, 
bluish redness and swelling of the lips, paroxysms of rage, with 
rolling on the floor, and threats against his own relatives, whom 
he does not seem to recognize. 

Hyosciamus, when the patient is alternately ludicrous, sol- 
emn, or furious ; dresses himself in a priest's gown over his 
shirt, puts on fur boots, wants to go to church in this guise, in 
order to preach, or officiate at mass, and furiously attacks all 
those who attempt to prevent him. 
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RELIGIOUS MANIA. 

Lachesis, when the patient supposes himself doomed to eter- 
nal punishment. 

/Stramonium, when the patient kneels down, stretches out 
his hands, with pious looks, but starts up from the least opposi- 
tion, with wild cries and violent gestures. 

Aurum, when the patient imagines that she is irretrievably 
lost, with depression of spirits, followed by shouts and screams. 

Baryta, when he has all sorts of sad notions about his future 
destiny, and deems' himself utterly lost. 

Crocus is also suitable against religious melancholy. 

SUICIDAL- MANIA. 

Arsenicum, when there is great indifference to life, with in- 
clination towards suicide. 

Aurum. Excessive desire for death, with melancholy ; no- 
tion that he was not intended for this world, with anxiety 
amounting to a desire to commit suicide, attended with derange- 
ment and cramps in the stomach and bowels. 

Belladonna. Distaste for life, with desire for death, wishes 
some one to kill him, attempts to jump out of the window; 
anxiety and desire for death, alternating with paroxysms of 
fury. 

Carbo-vegetabilis. Despair with weeping, every thing seems 
clothed in the darkest colors, inclination to suicide, with irrasci- 
bility, desire for death, because he thinks that he is most unfor- 
tunate. 

Nux-vomica. Inclination to commit suicide, with palpitation 
of the heart, and great anxiety ; desire for death, because his 
great agony of mind allows him no repose : inclination to com- 
mit suicide, because his present pains and misfortunes seem 
insupportable to him. 

Sepia. Discouragement with absolute despair, attended with 
moroseness ; distaste for life in an extreme degree, because he 
thinks that he cannot endure his pitiable condition, and that he 
will be irretrievably lost in this world if he continues to live. 

Alumina. Whenever he sees blood or a knife, he is seized 
with a crowd of terrible ideas, attended with an inclination to 
kill himself, although he has a horror of suicide. 
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Chi?ia, is indicated when there is a distaste for life, with 
melancholy, anxiety and feverish heat which drives him to his 
bed, attended with inclination to suicide, although he dreads to 
carry it into execution. 

Mercurius, when there is disgust for life, from want of 
courage to meet its trials and mortifications ; or desire for 
death, from an insupportable indifference for every person and 
thing, even those which are most loved. 

Nitric-acid, when there is disgust for life, with discontent; 
desire for death, although one is afraid to die. 

Phosphorus, when there is disgust for life, because the whole 
world seems gloomy and terrible ; tears alone bring relief, and 
they are followed by the most extreme apathy. 

Platina, when there is a distaste for life, as if one was not 
suited to the world as it is, attended with great agony about the 
heart, fear of dying, and depression of spirits ; disgust for the 
whole world, with inclination to weep. 

Staphysagria. Desire for death, from an insupportable hy- 
pochondriacal indifference to everything ; disgust for life, from 
anxiety and disquieting thoughts. 

Sulphur. Disgust for life, from discouragement and sad- 
ness, and from the feeling of being exceedingly unhappy. 

Of 74 cases of mental alienation treated homceopathically, by 
Dr. Wittfeld, in his private Asylum at Meurs, near Ham- 
burg, 9 were hopelessly incurable, and had been dismissed as 
such from other institutions ; they were only admitted to be 
taken care of; 2 were dismissed within the first fortnight, on 
account of irregularities on the part of the patient's friends ; 4 
were laboring under incurable organic diseases, such as soften- 
ing of the brain and tabes dorsalis ; they died respectively in 
3, 8, 10 and 21 days, so that no opportunity occurred of healing 
their mental affections. Deducting these 15 cases, there were 
59 cases submitted to homoeopathic treatment ; of these 29 
were dismissed cured ; 19 more or less improved, and 11 un- 
cured and unimproved. 

Of the 29 cured, only 1 had a relapse after 2 years ; the re- 
maining 28 continued perfectly well. 

Of these 29, 4 were cured within 4 months ; 6 within 6 
months ; 10 within 12 months, and 9 within 2 years. 
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The average length of treatment for all was 14-J-J- months ; 
for those cured within 12 months, the average length of treat- 
ment was 6H months; for those cured within 2 years, 23f 
months. 

It thus appears that nearly one half of all the cases were 
cured, and not £ of the whole number were dismissed without 
improvement. Dr. Wittfeld says such success, cannot be 
shown by any other Asylum ; but it will be seen by reference 
to pages viiij ix and x, that the dominant school seems to cure 
quite as many, if not more, although relapses seem to be much 
more frequent under allopathic than homoeopathic treatment. 

Among the 29 cured homceopathically, 13 were aifected with 
furious mania ; 9 with imbecility or melancholy ; and 7 with 
hallucinations or monomania. 

The disease upon admission had lasted, in one case which 
was cured, above 9 years ; in 2, above 4 years ; in 5 above 2 
years ; in 8 above 1 year ; in 10 above 6 months ; and in 3 
above 4 months. 

The medicines chiefly used by Dr. Wittfeld were Bellad., 
Cicuta, Digitalis, Phosphor, and Stramonium, for Furious ma- 
nia ; Arnica, Ambra, Selenium and Sepia, for Imbecility ; Ig- 
natia and Hyosc, for the consequences of Grief and Unfortu- 
nate Love ; Secale, Nux-vom., Arsenicum, Staphysagria and 
Conium in many different kinds of derangement. Teucrium 
and Viola-odorata, were also frequently used ; Hellebore and 
Veratrum very seldom. 
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CHAPTER I. 

CASES IX WHICH A SINGLE REMEDY PROVED DECIDEDLY USEFUL 

ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY ACCORDING TO THE REMEDIES. 

1. ACONITE. 

General Remarks. — Aconite is particularly indicated where 
there is excessive irritability either in the bodily or mental 
sphere, and this hypersesthesia is a frequent attendant in certain 
forms of mental derangement. It is also suitable in that form 
of mania in which the vascular system is principally involved, 
and which increases to phrenzy, evidently occasioned by a hyper- 
semic and inflammatory state of the brain and its membranes, with 
a decided tendency^to dropsical effusions. Febrile and acute men- 
tal affections may be relieved by Aconite. In the action of 
Aconite paroxysms of anxiety often predominate, and it has 
been found useful in various forms of mental depression.; 

Hygea, Vol. 23, part. 4, p. 259. — Griesselich. 

Besides the more well known effects of Aconite it is particu- 
larly apt to produce the most singular sensations of bodily de- 
formity, similar to those which occur in a limb when it is asleep. 
Sensations of thickness, swelling, or distortion or displacement 
of the features, limbs, &c, &c. arise under its use, while the in- 
tellect is less comparatively unclouded, and seem so real that 
the experimenter is obliged to examine himself in a glass or ap- 
peal to his friends for re-assurance of being in his sound and 
undeformed state. Hence it may prove curative in some of 
those forms of hypochondria and illusion in which the patient 
imagines that various wonderful transformations have taken 
place in some one or the other of his internal or external organs. 
22 
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There is but little old school experience with Aconite in In- 
sanity ; J. M. Cox, in 1816, said that it had been extolled by 
some, but it was too uncertain, and apt to constipate. Milhgan, 
in 1841, says that Pinel admits that bleeding is now rarely em- 
ployed by him ; he sees many patients cured without bleeding, 
and many remain incurable after being bled. When there is 
much excitement and increased action of the heart and arteries, 
it will be found that Aconite in fractional doses will procure a 
state of calmness more rapidly than detraction of blood. Peters. 

CASE 1. — A young woman, aged 20, fancied that she would 
die during her second confinement, and in spite of a favorable 
issue of her delivery, expected a speedy death, especially as she 
had violent congestion of blood to, and excessive oppression of 
the chest, to the point of suffocation, with intermission of the 
pulse. 

Aeon. 30. removed all ideas of death in the course of two 
hours and restored her equanimity. 

Archiv, Yol. 7, part. 2, p. 42.— Gross. 

[The whole affair was probably hysterical. — Peters.] 

CASE 2. — A joyous young woman, set. 20, became depressed 
during her first pregnancy, and believed firmly that she would 
die in her confinement. 

A profuse flooding followed the otherwise regular delivery of 
the child and placenta, and the patient now expected a speedy 
death. Her body was covered with a cold viscid sweat, she 
took leave of her relatives, raved about her approaching disso- 
lution, lay perfectly quiet, but her countenance expressed great 
internal agony about the heart, while she occasionally cried that 
nothing would help her, and that she must certainly die. Parox- 
ysms of agony set in. she lost her consciousness, and convul- 
sions of the arms occurred. After Aeon. 24, she fell into a 
slumber, and awaked with renewed cheerfulness. 

Archiv, Vol. 9, part. 1, p. 114. — Bethman. See also 
Case 95. 

[This second case seems very like the first. — Peters.] 
Review. Anxiety and fear were present in all three cases, 
especially of approaching death in cases 1 and 2 (see Materia 
Med. Pur. Sympt. 537—40.), occurring in puerperal women with 
congestive or even inflammatory conditions. 
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Dose. — tv an d To with speedy relief. 

Fear indicates an affection of the organ of Caution, and 
Aconite may be supposed to act upon that part of the brain oc- 
cupied by it. 

2. ANACARDIUM. 

General Remarks. — a) It is indicated in mental affections, 
with decided loss of memory, sluggish flow of thought, apathy 
and anaesthesia, &c. In general, Anacardium promises much in 
hypochondria and melancholy. 

Hygea, Vol. 23, p. 265. — G-riesselich. 

b) It causes a hypochondriacal and gloomy condition, loss of 
courage, fear of approaching death, misantrophy ; anxiety, want 
of moral tone, a wicked, godless, inhuman and hard-hearted 
state of mind. Also a state in which one seems to have two 
wills, one of which restrains one from do that to which the other 
impels. Sensation as if the spirit were separated from the body. 

Hahnemann, Chron. Diseases, Vol. 2, p. 156. 

c) Anacardium is generally regarded as a spicy aromatic sti- 
mulant, which primarily exerts an exciting effect upon the brain, 
inducing unusual excitement of the imagination, with great flow 
of fresh ideas, which one must follow, the whole gradually pass- 
ing over into entire absence of thought and utter stupidity. It 
has also been said to cause great acuteness of the memory, with 
vivid recollection of the slightest and long forgotten things ; 
great activity of mind, with inclination towards astute investi- 
gations, followed by aching pains in the forehead, temples, and 
occiput, by a bruised feeling in the brain, and by stomach-ache. 

It also causes weakness of digestion, flatulence, profound hy- 
pochondriacal humor and derangement of the liver, marked 
aching pain in the hepatic region, light colored a-bilious stools? 
&c. ; hence it may be found as useful in some of the dyspeptic 
and hypochondriacal disorders of lite*rary men, as Nux has been 
decreed to be. 

Besides simple excitement of the intellect, imagination and 
memory, Anacardium may cause a pleasant and joyous excite- 
ment, followed by laughing at serious things, and gravity about 
laughable occurrences, &c. — Stapf asserts that it causes quite 
opposite effects, viz, both increase of mental activity and torpor. 
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Franz experienced very decided increase of memory and men- 
tal activity within one hour after taking it. — Hahnemann ex- 
perienced both exaltation and depression, but does not tell us 
which occurred first. — Ruckert has dwelt almost entirely upon 
the depressing effects of Anacardium. — Peters. 

CASE 3. — A man, set. 30, tali thin, of a consumptive consti- 
tution, and suffering with chronic pectoral and abdominal affec- 
tions, suppressed an itch-like eruption with lead water, after 
which he fell into a state of mental derangement. 

Symptoms. — He believed that he was composed of two per- 
sons, and that several men slept in his bed. When he drank 
any thing he supposed that it did not get into his body and 
nourish him, because his stomach was torn in two, or that some 
one was concealed in his body, who swallowed every thing away 
from him. 

Ipec, Verat. and Bellad. helped him but little, while Ana- 
card. 6 cured him quickly. 

New Archiv, Vol. 3, part. 1, p. 23. — Wahle. 

CASE 4. — A widow, set. 64, after undeserved mortification 
fell mtfe a state of mental confusion, in which she talked con- 
stantly in .stupid and irrational manner. She was cured in 
fourteen days by Anacard. yj. 

Allg. Horn. Zeit. Vol. 13, p. 23.— Lobethal. 

CASE 5. — A maiden, aet. 22, of a sensitive disposition, and 
somewhat over-educated for her station, and disposed to reli- 
gious enthusiasm, was taken sick suddenly after violent mental 
emotion and separation from her lover. In the beginning she 
was violent, and was treated allopathically from Jan. to April 21 ; 
latterly a melancholic condition had been developed. Hyoscia- 
mus was useless, while Anacardium given on the 25th, restored 
the patient so rapidly that she could be regarded as cured by 
the 30th April. 

Pract. Beitrage, Vol. 4, part. 1, p. 15. — Schindler. 

Review. — From the above few observations, Anacardium 
would seem most suitable, when the patient is melancholic and 
shy, suspicious and troubled with illusions about his own body. 

Doses. — 6th, 24th, and 30th, the last in repeated doses. 
According to Phrenology, Anacard. seems indicated against 
mental delusions which lead to fixed ideas, hence, in disorders of 
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the organ of causality, also in want of proportion in the activity 
of the organ of benevolence, compared with those of combative- 
ness and destructiveness. 

3. ARSENICUM. 

General Remarks. — a) Paroxysms of anxiety, which drive 
one out of bed at night.— Fear of death. —Hahnemann. 
Chronic Diseases, Vol. 5, p. 497. 

b) Arsenic is especially indicated in periodical recurrences of 
melancholy, when there are night-aggravations, paroxysms of 
agony about the heart, with intermitting pulse and rapid failure 
of the strength. 

Hygea, Vol. 23, p. 9.— Griesselich. 

Although Otto says that Arsenicum causes melancholy, this 
does not deter Cox from asserting that when there is great de- 
bility and relaxation the continued use of Arsen. might contri- 
bute to recruit the system and restore reason ; nor Hallor- 
an from saying, " where chronic insanity has decidedly assumed 
the periodical type, and also notwithstanding the intervals, to- 
gether with the paroxysms, has obtained the most desirable 
balance, without terminating in health, recovery may be greatly 
promoted by the cautious introduction of Arsenicum — he will 
not undertake to say that such instances have been numerous 
in his experience, for the proper cases to use this powerful remedy 
are not of frequent occurrence." Seymour also thinks it might 
be beneficially employed in proper cases and hands. Steward 
thinks that mental derangement coupled with simple oedema is 
curable, and Arsenicum might also come in play here. 

CASE 6. — A robust man, set. 32, had suffered for several 
years with paroxysms of melancholy, which lasted from six to 
eight days, and had withstood all ordinary remedies. 

{Symptoms. — By day he had attacks of anxiety as if he had 
committed some great crime, which drove him from place to place 
so that it was impossible for him to remain quietly in one spot 
for a quarter of an hour. He could not control his tears and often 
wept aloud ; avoided his friends, because he fancied that he had 
injured them in some way, and would gladly ask pardon of every 
one, because he believed that he had offended them. 

Two doses of Arsen. 30, cured him perfectly within four weeks. 

Archiv, Vol. 8, part. 2, p. 51. — Weber. 
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CASE 7.— A blacksmith, set. 36, of powerful constitution, 
after an attack of miliary fever and subsequent cold, fell into a 
state of melancholy, with anxiety and inclination to suicide. 

Symptoms.— Expression indicative of great internal disquiet. 
He does not know where to go, from restlessness day and night ; 
thinks that he can never be fortunate or happy in his own house, 
and pesters his family constantly with his fears. Paroxysms 
of frightful anxiety, attended with heat and redness of the face, 
and such inclination to commit suicide that he fears to remain 
alone, and begs his friends not to leave him for fear that he would 
injure himself. 

Bellad. was given without avail, but Arsen. 24, removed the 
whole mental derangement in a few days. 
• Annals, Vol. 1, p. 66. — Ruckert. 

CASE 8. — A woman, set. 65, had suffered for a year with 
periodical attacks of melancholy. 

Symptoms. — Anxiety, burning in the stomach, and retraction 
of the abdomen. Pai'oxysms of anxiety drive her out of bed at 
night, and she roams about groaning ; in the evening she has 
anxiety in the pit of the stomach, with palpitation and flushes of 
heat, and oppression in the epigastrium. Confusion and ten- 
sion in the head, bloated face, which is also red and hot, pulse 80, 
and rather weak than strong. Twisting, gnawing and biting in 
the stomach, with waterbrash — urgency to urinate, with scanty 
discharge. 

Ars. 30, cured her perfectly in eight days, after an aggravation 
lasting two days. 

Practical Beitrag, Vol. 2, p. 145. — Neumann. 

Review. — In all three of the above cases we find an unusu- 
ally great internal anxiety, although coupled with very differ- 
ing physical ailments ; also fear of being alone both by day and 
night, which urges the patient to suicide, although his intellect 
is otherwise clear ; and finally a state similating remorse and 
the sufferings from a bad conscience, leading one to ask for- 
giveness. 

Dose. — 24 and 30, with speedy good effects. 

The symptoms undoubtedly point to affection of the organs of 
cojiscientiousness and caution. 
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4. AURUM. 



General Remarks. — a) Hahnemann says he has quickly 
and permanently cured several persons who seriously meditated 
suicide, of that melancholy in which Gold is indicated. 

Chronic Diseases, Vol. 2, p. 18. 

b) Not only Aurum, but Nux-vom. will remove the peculiar 
mental depression, with disgust for life, which leads to suicide. 

Hygea, Vol. 2, p. 33.— JEgidi. 

c) Both Gold and Arsen. produce sensations of anxiety pro- 
ceeding from the region of the heart ; this symptom, which both 
have in common, is of importance when we view in connection 
with the hear.t-affections which occur in many cases of mental 
disease. But Aurum is not suitable in the regular and typical 
occurrence of the symptoms against which Arsen. is so useful ; 
but is indicated where there is decided congestion to the head, 
certain quite peculiar genital symptoms, &c. 

Noack and Trinks with much reason call attention to the 
state of the genitals common in suicidal monomaniacs, with re- 
lation to the action of Gold upon the same organs. 

Hygea, Vol. 24, p. 10. — Griesselich. ■ 

Vogt tells us that in olden times Aurum was used for its 
heart-strengthening, vivifying and gladdening powers, Riecke, 
Dunglison ajid Dierbach state that the remarkably joyous 
disposition and loquacity noticed after its use deserve particular 
mention. Neil and Percy found it to cause general excite- 
ment of the nervous system, talkativiness, &c. ; and tell us that 
it was used by the ancients in hypochondria, melancholy and 
idiocy. 

As it also has a specific relation to the syphilitic dyscrasia, 
while the melancholy occurring after syphilitic gonorrhoea is an 
extremely disquieting affection, which often leads to suicide, and 
which is scarcely ever cured by ordinary means, it deserves at- 
tention ; also in the syphilitic monomania so admirably described 
by Acton. 

Large doses of Aurum are apt to cause obstinate sleepless- 
ness and fatiguing erections ; Wendt says, when given in the 
different forms of dropsy in aged men, it rarely failed to arouse 
the long-slumbering sexual power. Risneno also alludes to its 
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vis aphrodisiaca, &c. — Hence it may prove homoeopathic and 
curative in melancholy and mental derangement arising from 
excess, or abuse of sexual power. — Peters. 

CASE 9.— Aurum cured a case of religious melancholy, 
brought on by stings of conscience, in consequence of miscon- 
duct. 

Symptoms. — Great anxiety about the heart, fearfulness, 
weeping, praying, anxious frightful dreams, weakness, emacia- 
tion, night sweats, painful menstruation, &c. 

Archiv, Vol. 12, part. 3, p. 131.— Seidel. 

Compare case 107, in which a teacher who naturally had 
great self-esteem, attempted to strangle himself with a cord 
after mortification. 

Review. — It requires more numerous observations to deter- 
mine the cases in which Aurum is suitable and what organs of 
the brain it acts upon, before we can decide positively what kind 
of disgust of life, with inclination to suicide, it will most readily 
heal. 

5. BARYTA. 

General Remarks. — The salts of Baryta undoubtedly have 
the power of depressing the mental powers in such wise as to 
diminish the understanding. Muriate of Barytes is well known 
to cause, in scrofulous children, a state which borders closely on 
idiotcy. This fact should urge us to follow this clue farther, 
as that form of idiotcy which follows mental derangement is 
looked upon as incurable, because it is supposed to depend 
upon profound organic disease, but Baryta, besides its specific 
relation to idiotcy, also exerts an undoubted influence upon the 
organic mass. C. H. Neumann has found the Muriate of 
Baryta of the greatest efficacy in that form of mania in which 
the sexual inclination is much increased ; while Baryta-carb. 
produces analogous effects, viz, increased sexual power, more 
copious secretion of semen, frequent pollutions, and in females 
causes premature occurrence of menses, and congestive affec- 
tions of the sexual organs, and of the sacral region. 
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6. BELLADONNA. 

a) Hartmann says Bellad. is useful in some forms of me- 
lancholy, viz. j in such as have arisen from disorder of the abdo- 
minal organs, and in which spasmodic affections of the throat 
and the bladder, and gastric derangements occur. He also ad- 
vises it in melancholy from disappointed love, in which there is 
excitement of the genital system — also in home-sickness, and 
loss of memory, and in melancholy during pregnancy, and after 
confinement. 

Still it is more frequently useful in folly and mania. 
Archiv, Vol. 2, part. 2, p. 84. 

b) Christison says that the jBeZZad.-delirium is generally of 
the extravagant, or of the pleasing kind, sometimes attended 
with immoderate and incontrollable laughter, or at others with 
incessant loquacity, and hence would seem to exert a specific ac- 
tion upon the organs of Language and Mirthfulness. Gray, 
the botanist, when poisoned with eight or ten grains of Bellad., 
experienced a delirium of a strange but not unpleasant charac- 
ter, he wished to be in constant motion, and states that it cer- 
tainly afforded him an infinite degree of satisfaction to be allowed 
to walk up and down. The operations of the intellect were very 
vivid, his thoughts came and went rapidly, and ludicrous and 
fantastic spectacles were always uppermost in his mind ; he was 
conscious that his language and gestures were extravagant, yet 
he had neither the will or inclination to control them, as he was 
in a state of delightful exhilaration. Dr. Barton witnessed a 
case in which the patient in a quarter of an hour became delirious 
and insensible, and struggled violently in his unconscious state, 
so that the combined strength of several men was required to 
hold him ; the stage of delirium was brief, and he soon fell into 
coma, which was again succeeded in eight or ten hours by violent 
delirium, the patient being very unmanageable — the mental de- 
lusions were for the most part of an agreeable kind, and the 
prevailing fancy was that he had suddenly become rich and pos- 
sessed of a splendid mansion. Brit. Jour. Horn. Vol. 6, p. 430. 

In another case a lady fell into a delirious state, attempted to 
bite and strike her attendants, broke into fits of laughter, and 
gnashed her teeth ; her head was hot, face red, looks wild and 
fierce, tongue dry, abdomen swollen, and pulse small and fre- 
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quent. Ibid, p. 430. In still another case a boy could not 
speak at first, but laughed immoderately, and kept grasping at 
imaginary objects ; soon, although laughing continued, his silence 
was changed into immoderate and incoherent loquacity, with con- 
stant bodily motion, <fcc. Med. Chir. Rev. Vol. 7, p. 233. Leu- 
ret, of the Bicetre, noticed in several cases a degree of restless- 
ness and excitement, approaching at times to inordinate gaiety, 
at others to furious delirium, frequent hallucinations, convulsive 
crying or laughing, &c. 

In another case, a woman set. 36, took twelve grains of Ext. 
Bellad. by mistake in the course of six hours ; she had illusions 
of vision, saw everything confused, as if through a fog or 
smoke, even imagined that she saw things which were not pre- 
sent ; a stupid laughter, with merry delirium, soon followed, and 
were attended with contortions of the extremities, great general 
debility and coldness. 

The old school experience in the use of Bellad. is extensive, 
varied, but not very precise, Mayr in 1817, used it until the fau- 
ces became dry and the pupils dilated. Guislain in his Prize 
Essay on Mental alienation, 1826. says that Murray obtained 
good effects from it in five grain doses ; Muller, of Wurtzburg, 
saw satisfactory results from it in doses as large as thirty-six 
grains of powdered root per day, pushed until blindness and 
vertigo occurred ; in this way, among other cases, he cured a wo- 
man, set. 40, affected for a year with furious mania. Munch re- 
garded it as an excellent remedy in melancholy and mania ; 
Frank recommended it in mental alienation with fantastic visions 
and when accompanied with epilepsy. Seymour thought Bellad. 
well worthy of trial in mania, especially in that from moral cau- 
ses and attended with pain and increased sensibility of brain. 
Millingen found Bellad. more useful than Hyos. or Conium, es- 
pecially when applied externally by the endermic method, to the 
epigastric region ; very often effectual in reducing excitement. — 
Peters. 

CASE 10. — A strong, blooming primipara, set. 20, fell sudden- 
ly on the fifth day after delivery into a state of mania, and was 
, treated antiphlogistically for nine days without benefit. 

Symptoms. — She talked constantly of every kind of confused 
and laughable stuff; was much excited, passionate and abusive, 
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sought to destroy everything she could reach, screamed, scolded, 
spit, struck, laughed and cried. Her husband she damned into 
the deepest depths of hell, for imagined infidelity to her, &c. 

Treatment. — On the fourteenth day after delivery she took 
Bellad. 3, ten drops in water, a tablespoonful per dose ; in two 
days she was more quiet ; on the third day she asked for her 
child, &c. Bellad. -3 was continued, two doses per day, and in 
three weeks she was cured. 

Hygea, Vol. 20, p. 223. Mayrhofer. 

CASE 11. — A girl set. 12, otherwise healthy, was left debili- 
tated after an attack of influenza, then was taken with paralysis 
of the feet, and finally fell into a state of mania. 

Symptoms. — Towards evening she suddenly lost her recollec- 
tion of every one, screams out aloud, laughs, weeps, talks uncon- 
nectedly, at times in a frighted state, at others in despair about 
death, and the arrangements therefor, believes that she sees 
strange persons about her who abuse her, and from whom she 
attempts to escape. She also has twitchings of the face and of 
all the limbs, wrings her hands and tosses them wildly into the 
air. In the morning she does not recollect anything that has 
transpired during the night — she has boring pain in the head 
and vertigo, so that she cannot raise herself up in bed. 

Treatment. — Bellad. -3, two doses cured her. 

Allg. Horn. Zeit. Vol. 13, p. 300. Bicking. 

CASE 12. — A strong, powerfully built brunette, and bloom- 
ing girl of 16 years, exhibited in consequence of a long-continued 
sedentary mode of life, excessive indulgence in reading, and bad 
mental training, at each access of menstruation traces of wild- 
ness and folly, which gradually increased to perfect mania, which 
recurred repeatedly, in spite of allopathic treatment. 

Symptoms. — Babbling, laughing, weeping, scolding, at times 
she attempted to creep away and hide, at others she fell into 
paroxysms of rage and spit at those about her, and tore off' her 
clothes. Pulse generally slow, but quickened during the par- 
oxysms ; abdomen hard and tense ; involuntary urination. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 2, one drop every forty-eight hours, cured 
her entirely and permanently in twenty-four days. 

Hygea, Vol. 21, p. 139. — Kiesselbach. 
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CASE 13.— A farmer's lad, set. 17, had been deranged for 
four weeks. 

Symptoms.— Had not slept for five days and nights ; spent 
the night in sitting up, alternately crying and laughing ; ro- 
manced about soldiers and war, imagined that he was pursued 
by soldiers, or bulls, and crept away in fear that he should 
be found. Attempts various foolish things, and goes through 
the pantomine of shooting ; scolds at and strikes his brothers and 
sisters ; frequently walks bent and limping ; crowds his hat 
down over his eyes, eats but little, and does not work at all. 
His pupils were very much dilated, and his countenance dis- 
turbed, yellow and bloated. 

Treatment. — Bellad. -j-u, three doses at intervals of eight days 
cured him. 

Archiv, Vol. 12, part. 3, p. 79. — Attomyr. 

CASE 14. — A sickly woman, set. 37, had been deranged for 
six weeks. 

Symptoms. — Great restlessness and anxiety, so that she could 
not remain in one place, in constant bodily motion, so that she 
cannot remain in bed ; talks incessantly of silly stuff, at times 
jovial, at others gloomy, or shameless, her eyes being in con- 
stant motion. At times she smiles to herself, then bursts out 
into uncontrolled laughter, or sings religious songs, then scolds, 
or strikes her hands against the walls or windows, or attempts 
to jump out of the window, spits all about herself and tears 
her clothes. Coughs up mucus, and has frequent attacks of 
choking. 

Treatment. — Bellad. tt> six doses, two or three per day, cured 
her with the exception of an increased loquacity of an indecent 
character, which was removed in a few days by Stramon. -j. 

Allg. Horn. Zeit. Vol. 8, p. 121 — Elwert. 

CASE 15. — A man, set. 28, of powerful build and choleric 
temper, became deranged without known cause. 

Symptoms. — He scolds, riots and attempts to kill his wife , 
has a frightful, insolent and somewhat anxious look, his eyes 
glisten and are reddened ; his answers are rough, insolent, very 
abrupt and often threatening. He has oedema of the abdomen 
and thighs, with scattered red spots. 

Treatment. — Bellad. tt, one drop cured him of his mania in 
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the course of fourteen days, when Bryon. and China were re- 
quired to free him from his dropsy. 

Archiv, Vol. 19, part. 1, p. 93. — S. Zlartoravich. 

CASE 16. — A lad, set. 12, of delicate and irritable constitu- 
tion was left with headache and anxious restlessness after an 
attack of typhoid fever. 

Symptoms. — Pressing, stupefying pain in the forehead, espe- 
cially after mental exertion or emotion ; evening restlessness, 
and anxiety, with unsteady gait. Dreamy sleep, with sudden 
jerks through the whole body, which causes him to rise up, 
make anxious motions, cry, scream out complainingly, and at- 
tempt to escape. On the following morning he recollects nothing 
that has transpired. 

Treatment. — Bellad. -3 in repeated but not frequent doses 
restored him. 

Allg. Horn. Ztg. Vol. 13, p. 299.— Bicking. 

CASE 17. — A widow, set. 50, became deranged and was allo- 
pathically treated unsuccessfully for a long time. 

Symptoms. — She destroys every thing in her reach, riots, 
raves and spits. With fixed wild looks and dishevelled hair, she 
utters frightful curses. Her mouth is always covered with 
froth ; she avoids drinking, and when she attempts it she seems 
to swallow with difficulty. 

Treatment. — Pulv. Herb. Bellad., 2 grains, divided into 8 
doses, one dose night and morning, restored her perfectly. 

Annals, Vol. 4, p. 329. — Schueler. 

CASE 18. — A widow, set. 30, brunette, of a melancholic 
disposition and high tempered, had been deranged for six years, 
and was on the point of being placed in an asylum. 

Symptoms.-r¥ea,rM mistrust of every one, great anxiety 
day and night, no rest in any place and attempts to escape; 
her only pleasure is to stare at the sun by day, and the fire 
at night. She finally escaped into the woods, built herself a 
large fire and remained there four or five days without food. 
Always sought to be alone, and fled from all company ; when- 
ever she was alone she played ludicrous tricks, and twisted 
her mouth in all directions — money she threw out of the window ; 
was never disposed to converse, and scarcely returned an answer, 
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unless asked two or three times, and then with great vexation 
and screaming. 

Treatment. — Bellad. ^, two doses, given in the course of 
fourteen days restored her completely. 

Annals, Vol. 4, p. 340. 

CASE 19 — A man, set. 29, became deranged after great dis- 
appointment, and from grief at the death of his sister. 

Symptoms. — He calls out constantly the name of his de- 
ceased sister, and beats his breast and body -with his fist in des- 
pair ; he strikes at all who approach him, thrusts everything 
away from him with hands and feet ; laments, groans, froths at 
the mouth ; grasps at his throat, and tears off his cravat, as if in 
danger of suffocation. 

Treatment. — One dose of Bellad. tu"> soon restored him to 
quiet and reason. 

Annals, Vol. 4, p. 193.— L. in L. 

CASE 20. — An old man had suffered for several years in 
succession. 

Symptoms. — He sees in rapid succession strange figures, 
houses which are being built before his windows, peacocks which 
seem to walk about in his garden, &c. ; he attempts to observe 
his visions more accurately with a spy-glass. Anxiety drives 
him unclothed out of his bed ; pulse quick and full ; urine 
scanty and very red. 

Treatment. — Bellad. -§-„, two doses cured him speedily. 

Practical Communications, Vol. 4, part. 4, p. 223. — Thorer. 

CASE 21. — A puerperal woman, set. 25, still nursing her 
child, was obliged to keep her bed in consequence of intestinal 
irritation, when she suddenly commenced to talk all kinds of un- 
connected stuff, with incredible fluency and entire sleeplessness. 
This was followed by a period of perfect silence, after which she 
a^ain commenced to sing snatches of disconnected songs, and to 
grasp at neighboring things. 

Treatment — Bellad. ^r in water, a table-spoonful every three 
hours caused the most speedy relief. 

Allg. Horn. Zeit. Vol. 37, p. 56.— Sollier. 

CASE 22. — A man, set. 34, and another, set. 55, became de- 
ranged from grief and vexation. 

Symptoms. — Would not believe that he was sick, would 
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attend to his business, spoke of much work to be done, com- 
plained of men who had injured him ; imagined that his wife 
floated around him, and that he heard her voice proceeding 
from every object ; thought that he was praying with her, and 
that he must soon die ; sleeplessness in consequence of the 
above illusions. He had a burning miliary eruption upon the 
chest ; felt great lassitude on going up-stairs, his legs felt as 
heavy as lead ; his head was heavy and felt as if it would fall 
off; darkness before his eyes and vertigo when walking, as if he 
were drunk. Frequent flushes of heat over the body, with 
trembling ; pulse full, quick and hard ; pain in the chest from 
deep inspiration and cough ; noises in the ears, with hardness 
of hearing ; piercing pain in the temples ; sensation of icy-cold- 
ness upon the temples. ' 

Treatment. — One dose of Bellad. cured him. 

Jahrb. f. Horn. Hospital, Vol. 1, p. 145, and Vol. 2, p. 120. 

CASE 23. — A lad, set. 20, blond, pale, thin, and easily pro- 
voked, suddenly because maniacal on August 31. 

Symptoms. — He attempts to destroy every thing near him, or 
to throw them at his attendants ; swallowed his food and drink 
hastily ; pays no attention to any person or question, but 
screams, hums and runs about, tears his clothes and goes naked ; 
his pupils were contracted and his look wild and fixed. Skin 
and pulse natural. . 

Treatment. — Tartar emetic, in emetic doses, did not relieve 
him. Sept. 2d he took Belladonna-juice, two drops in water ; 
on the 3d and 4th he took a like dose night and morning, and 
on the 5th he was perfectly restored to his senses, and could be 
dismissed cured in a few days more. 

Allg. Horn. Zeit, Vol. 19, p. 18— Knorre. 

CASE 24. — A woman, set. 77, previously always healthy, 
began to be deranged without known cause. 

Symptoms. — At first she imagined there was a peculiar va- 
por in the room, thought that others must notice it also, and 
wished it to be removed. She felt unhappy, fearful, anxious, 
and thought she could not be saved. Is timid, easily fright- 
ened when any one entered her room, and hid herself. Did 
not know her own son who stood before her, insisted that he 
was dead, and could not be convinced to the contrary ; did not 
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know her physician, but regarded him as a judge who had 
been present when she made her will, and hence would not see 
him again, although she insisted that the right physician should 
be brought to her. If her friends spoke about indifferent sub- 
jects which did not concern her, she would sometimes join in 
the conversation rationally. She was costive, and had con- 
gestion to the head, with flushing of the face. 

Treatment. — From May 6, to June 6, she received various doses 
of Verat., Pulsat., Nux-v., Hyosc. and Sulph., but without 
visible good effect, except from the Sulph. the action of which 
was waited for several days. On June 2d, she received Bellad. t, 
and on the next day she was nearly restored, and recollected 
every thing she had said during her illness. 

Minutes of the L. Society. — Engelhardt. 

CASE 25. — A man, ret. 38, suddenly fell into a maniacal 
state after vexation. 

Si/mptoms. — Face bluish-red, eyes sparkling, pupils dilated; 
he spat incessantly without excreting much spittle, and had 
signs of sore throat on swallowing ; his forehead was covered 
with sweat, his limbs cold, his pulse quick and irritable ; he 
talked about the most frantic and disconnected things, and 
imagined that he saw frightful figures. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 6, followed by increased excitement, 
then by a more quiet state, and the frantic paroxysm occurred 
only every three hours. On the following day he could be libe- 
rated, and his whole condition was changed. 

Symptoms. — Face paler with but slight redness of cheeks ; 
he assumed a dignified manner, took great pains to speak cor- 
rectly, broke off a bit of his whip and put it behind his ear for 
a pen, moved his hands constantly, as in St. Vitus' Dance, 
spilled his drink involuntarily, and talked constantly of quarrels 
which had not happened. — Abdomen tense, bowels sluggish. 

Treatment. — Stramonium 9, after which quiet and sleep at 
night followed ; a remaining sad, almost melancholic mood was 
cured by Tinct. Hellebor. — Rau, p. 190. 

CASE 26. — A boy, set. 13, became unexpectedly very 
thoughtful. 

Symptoms. — When any one approaches him in the street he 
is seized with an irresistible inclination to attack and stab him 
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with his pocket-knife ; as he approaches the person, he is seized 
with great anxiety which hurries him away ; then he runs home 
and weeps over his conduct. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 30, followed in eight days by Nux-vom. 
<10, cured him. 

All. Horn. Zeit. Vol. 6, p. 213.— Fielitz. 

Besides, Bellad. was also given in cases No' 3, 7, 39, 41, 42, 
56, 61, 71, 72, 88, 91, 94, 99, 101, 106. 

Review. — In the above cases we notice the following circum- 
stances, with regard to : 

a) Age and sex. 

In 34 cases, 18 were males, and 16 females. Of the 18 
males, 11, and of the 16 females, 9 were benefitted or cured 
by Bellad. 

Of 28 cases, 14 were between 8 and 25 years old. 

« a " -t<y (« <c oft " 77 " " 

b) Of the groups of symptoms upon which Bellad. acted deci- 
dedly curatively, we notice two principal groups, and two lesser 
ones. 

In \he first principal form we notice a state of evident excite- 
ment, attended with rioting, scolding, swearing, attempt at de- 
struction of things and persons. (See cases No. 10, 15, 23, 100, 
106.) 

In the second principal form, we find a state of dejection ; the 
patient exhibits an uneasiness which drives him about, and makes 
him fearful of even imaginary objects ; is suspicious, fearful, has 
an inexpressible anxiety, especially about phantoms of the imagi- 
nation, has fears of death, and is driven to make his escape. (See 
cases No. 11, 13, 16, 18, 20 and 22.) 

In several cases these two principal forms of mania occurred 
in alternation. (See cases No. 12, 14, 19, 94.) 

As a third and lesser form, we find a silly, indecent behavior, 
with foolish tricks, laughing, gossipping and imitating. This 
occurs alone in case No. 100, and either mixed with one or both 
of the principal forms in cases No. 10, 13, 14, 18. 

As a. fourth and also lesser form, we find the predominance or 
occurrence of fixed ideas ; the patients busy themselves about 
dead persons, (see cases No. 19, 22.) — or regard well-known per- 
sons as strangers (see No. 24). Still this form never occurs 
23 
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singly, but is always mixed with the first or second principal 
form. 

c) Among the cases in which Bellad. was used with little or 
no good effect we notice in : 

Case No 100, a restlessness and complaining from fear that he 
would not be forgiven; in case No. 91, a restlessness which 
drives the patient away, but without evident anxiety as its cause, 
(see also cases 72 and 56). We notice anxiety with inclination 
to suicide, but without urgency to run away in case 7. In 
case 29 we find a state of excitement, but dependent upon in- 
creased self-esteem. Farthermore, Bellad. was not useful in 
case 71, marked by suspicion and anthrophophobia ; nor in cases 
39 and 41, attended with shameless and lecherous conduct ; nor 
in case No. 42 with visions of animals and convulsive cramps. 

d) As regards the Doses of Bellad. and their repetition, we 
find that in thirty cases, 

the Herb. Bellad. two grs. in eight doses was used once. 
" Tinct. Bellad. two drops in water " " " 
Dilut. 2 one dose in 1 case. 

a o << (< (( I (( 

" 4 repeated in 3 cases. 

" 4 one dose in 1 case. 

" 6 " drop, repeated in 1 case. 

" 6 " dose in 1 case. 

<< io " " " i " 

" 15 repeated doses in 2 cases. 

" 21 one dose in 1 case. 

" 24 in solution, in 1 case. 

" 30 one dose in 1 case. 

" 30 repeated doses in 5 cases. 

" 60 in solution, in 1 case. 
Hence we find that the cases in which one dose sufficed 
are not as numerous as those cases in which repeated doses 
were required, for only seven cases were cured by one dose, 
while sixteen cases required a repetition of dose. 

The doses varied from quantities of the crude vegetable 
through the whole scale of dilutions up to the 60th ; still the 
majority, viz., fifteen cases were cured by dilutions lower than 
the 30th. 
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If we examine fourteen cases marked by accurate data 
about sex, age, duration of the disease, rapidity of improve- 
ment, in order to determine the relative value of high or low 
dilutions, we find nothing to lead us to give a preference to 
one above the other. Equally rapid improvement follows the 
use of the plant or tinct., as from the 3d, 6th or 30th potency. 
The right remedy would cure in any dose. 

The cures were effected in fourteen cases, in from one to 
fourteen days in ten cases ; and in from fifteen to twenty-four 
days in four cases ; and this happened as well in cases of long- 
standing as in recent attacks. 

e) As regards the organs of the brain principally affected in 
the cases cured by Bellad., we find : 

1. Combativeness and destructiveness in an excited state 
(see 1st form) ; 

2. Caution aroused with depression of combativeness 
(see 2d form). 

N.B. In those cases in which the 1st and 2d forms occurred 
in alternation we find the above organs in an alternate state of 
excitement and depression, as is also the case in the 3d and 
4th forms to a lesser degree. 

In the production of fixed ideas we find' 

3. The organ of adhesiveness, and 

4. " " " form in an abnormal state of excitement 
or depression or pervertion, so that the patient constantly 
romances about the dear departed, or mistakes the form 
of the well known physician for some other, or even 
does not recognize that of his own son. 

7. BRYONIA. 

Hartlaub of Reichenau states that when puerperal women 
feel unhappy and depressed, especially about their property, and 
imagine without reason, that they can no longer meet their ex- 
penses, &c, that Bryonia has often proved useful. This ex- 
perience might lead us to suppose that Bryonia acts upon the 
organ of acquisitiveness. 
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8. CALCAREA-CARB. 

General Remarks. — a) That state of despair which occurs 
in many chronic diseases, which leads the patient to give up all 
hope of cure, but still does not prevent him from being ex- 
ceedingly fearful of dying, nor from pestering their friends with 
constant complaints and lamentations, may often be cured by 
Calcarea. 

Archiv, Vol. 17, part 1, p. 8.— B. in D. 

b) Anxiety, shuddering and horror, occurring on the approach 
of evening ; agony occasioned by thinking ; agony from hearing 
of cruelties ; paroxysms of despair about ruined health ; irri- 
tability. 

Hahnemann, Chron. Dis. Vol. 2, p. 308. 

CASE 27. — A feeble irritable woman, set. 35, had suffered 
with melancholy for four years after her last confinement. Pul- 
sat. and Sulph. had been given without benefit. 

Symptoms. — Frightful appearances before the eyes and great 
anxiety about the heart ; despairs of her salvation to such a 
degree that she often wishes to strangle herself; dislikes her 
children ; is fearful of the future and imagines that she will be 
reduced to poverty ; face pale and bloated. 

Treatment. — Calc. -^ soon cured her, and her menses, which 
had been suppressed for 2| months returned again. About the 
same time she passed a large piece of tape-worm. 

Archiv, Vol. 17, part 1. p. 8.— B. in D. 

Review. — The absence of hope of recovery, and even despair 
about it, the want of hope of salvation, &c. point to a depressed 
state of the organ of hope; while the fear of becoming poor 
points to an affection of the organ of acquisitiveness. 

The presence of tape-worm in this case will certainly be re- 
garded by some as the exciting cause of the disease, which 
would be regarded as seated in the vegetative sphere, while the 
mental affection would be regarded as a svmpathetic and secon- 
dary disorder. 
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9. CAUSTICUM. 

General Remarks. — a) Many of the consequences of long- 
continued grief and care may be cured by Caust. 

Archiv, Vol. 17, part 1, p. 8,— B. in D. 

b) Melancholy ; sorrowful thoughts at night and weeping by 
day ; fearfulness, and want of confidence in the future ; hope- 
less, passionate and irritable. 

Hahn. Chron. Dis. Vol. 3, p. 85. 

10. CHINA. 

The old-school experience with China and Quinine is very 
large and very loose. Pinel says, melancholy marked by atony 
and extreme depression is to be remedied by the use of Bark 
with Opium, of the cure of which he can cite many examples. 
The success of the justly celebrated Willis and his relatives he 
thought arose greatly from their decided conviction of the danger 
of the lancet and debilitating means, and from a thorough reliance 
on tonic treatment, China being requisite if the irritability pro- 
ceed from a weak state of the constitution, or occasioned by 
bloodletting, child-bed or typhus fevers, &c. ; it is the more 
useful in proportion to the quickness of pulse, increase of heat 
and irritability. Guislain, says, in all ages the success of tonics 
in some cases has demonstrated the existence of asthenic cases 
of insanity. Herriae obtained the most happy success in mad- 
ness with depression from Peruvian bark ; Perfect cites different 
cases in which China was given with success. Reil has proved 
the excellent effects of it in dementia with the intermittent type. 
Georget assures us that he has employed China with success 
in remittent insanity. CasTEL says, that he has more than once 
seen insanity yield to China. 

CASE 27. — A young woman, aet. 24, deranged for six weeks, 
until she became inexhaustibly loquacious ; spoke on various 
subjects without the least judgment ; she was bled and became 
furious in consequence ; was then leeched and became insup- 
portably gay and loquacious ; was then ordered China, and next 
morning her delirium had almost disappeared and in four weeks 
she was well. 
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CASE 28.— A man wandered about without sustenance until 
his body became wan, eyes dull, pulse very frequent, limbs and 
face cold, remarkable paleness of tongue, loquacity continual, 
confused and incoherent ; finally the delirium became complete, 
and he did not speak a rational word. China was given with 
amelioration in fifteen days and cure in a month. 

CASE 29. — A young theologian abandoned himself to study 
with a sort of fury, and. finally became maniacal ; various 
means were used without success, until China was given, when 
relief and cure soon followed. 

Still in a case of mania, the attacks occurring on a fixed day, 
the delirium lasting six days, and succeeded by perfect sanity, 
it was given several times without success. 

It has been useful when there is loss of appetite, paleness of 
the tongue and slow digestion. It is particularly useful in most 
cases of periodical mental alienation, in those from onanism, or 
complicated, by it ; in dementia, and especially in that which 
arises from protracted or badly-treated intermittent fevers- 
Also in the mental derangement which follows typhoid fevers. 
Bostex found it useful when the paroxysms seemed to have 
somewhat of an intermittent character. Dunglison did not find 
it to have the same good effects as in other intermittent affec- 
tions ; more useful in long-protracted cases of insanity, when 
the skin is moist and relaxed, limbs cold, skin shrunk and shri- 
velled, with a livid and blotchy or a pale and yellow complexion, 
and feeble circulation. — Peters. 

CASE 30. — A young and powerful man became deranged 
suddenly, at eleven, A. M. every other day (Tertian type); he 
became unconscious of his actions, spoke and acted confusedly, 
in an excited manner, ran to and fro, &c. This state lasted an 
hour, with gradual increase and diminution, and then ceased 
without the patient having any distinct recollection of what had 
occurred. 

Treatment. — After the use of China in strong doses the affec- 
tion ceased after three attacks. 

Hygea, Vol. 24, p. 4. — Griesselich. 

11. CROCUS. 

CASE 31. — A boy, set. 10, whose father had died suddenly in 
a lunatic asylum, fell into a feverish state, attended with con- 



CROCUS — COCCULUS. 349 

gestion to the head, and after awaking from sleep exhibited the 
following appearances. 

Symptoms. — He sat up or stood up in bed, and quickly made 
various strange motions, without knowing what he was about ; 
after such a paroxysm he recovered his senses, but without re- 
collecting what he had been doing. After a period of quiet 
there soon followed a like attack, again succeeded by a remis- 
sion, &c. He was beside himself, but soon became conscious 
and refreshed; his eyes were fixed and glistening; his face red 
and hot ; urine pale and scanty ; no desire for food or drink ; 
pulse slow, scarcely sixty per minute. 

Treatment. — Tinct. Crocus, twelve drops in four ounces of 
water, six doses, at intervals of two hours, and then repeated 
at longer periods. In four days he was quite well. 

Schmid, H. A. and G. p. 121.' 

12. COCCULUS. 

General Remarks. — Cocculus in its sphere is as great a 
spinal remedy as Secale, and manifests this relation by nume- 
rous phenomena. Physicians of lunatic asylums should attend 
to this, and think of Cocculus in the mental affections of irrita- 
ble and torpid book-worms and house-bodies, of sensitive ro- 
mance heroines and dreamy moon-struck women, whose men- 
struation does not proceed as regularly and quietly as the course 
of the moon. 

Mental derangement with vertigo, constant desire to run 
away, great anxiety, and loquacity has been cured by Baum- 
bach with Cocculus, in doses of one-sixteenth or one-eighth of a 
grain. 

Hygea, Vol. 23, p. 264. — Griesselich. 

It was also used in cases No. 94 and 98. In case 94, the pa- 
tient had lost his decision of character, could not resolve upon 
any course of conduct, and complained much of stiffness in the 
joints and limbs. 

Treatment. — Cocculus j, one drop night and morning ; soon 
the limbs became more flexible, the patient returned to his em- 
ployment and took short walks. 

Bellad. and Cocc. in alternation completed the cure. 

Very little is known of the action of Cocculus, except what 
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has been derived from the labors of Hahnemann and his disci- 
ples. It has been used immemorially in the East, for the pur- 
pose of stupefying and taking fish, and is familiarly used for the 
same purpose in some parts of France, the inhabitants living 
for one-half the year on fish caught with it. (Christison.) In 
some parts of the world it is used by robbers to intoxicate their 
victims, and to this form of intoxication the .term of hocussing 
is applied. {Taylor.) London porter and ale often owe their 
intoxicating properties to a decoction or extract of Cocculus, 
which gives an inebriating quality, which passes for strength of 
liquor. Its action has been compared to that of Nux-vomica 
and Camphor, and in poisonous doses is said to cause vomiting, 
vertigo, staggering, trembling, tetanic spasms and coma. — Pe- 
ters. 

13. conium-macu latum. 

General Remarks. — Dejection, anxiety, discontent, sadness 
and want of courage. 

Hahn. Chron. Dis. Vol. 3, p. 177. 

In the case of a robust peasant girl, set. 20, who had taken a 
strong decoction of Herb. Conii-maculat. to produce abortion, 
the patient vomited several times, the expression of countenance 
was calm, but like a figure of wax, eye immovable and staring, 
body, limbs cold, with cold sweat on head and forehead, pulse 
extinct and voice hoarse; her mind was perfectly calm and in- 
tellect clear, so that she could tell what she had done ; she soon 
died. Socrates was poisoned with Hemlock, probably Conium, 
and as is well known, retained his senses to. the last. It seems 
to cause failure of the circulation, coldness of the limbs, lower- 
ing of the pulse down to thirty, or less, enormous stagnation of 
blood in various organs, especially in brain and liver, conversion 
of all the blood from an arterial to a deeply venous state, dimi- 
nution of the quantity of fibrine, and consequent production of 
petechia?, vibices, &c. From this view of its action it would 
seem decidedly antipathic to maniacarexcitements, and homoeo- 
pathic to melancholy, hypochondria, &c Still Woodward, of 
the Worcester Asylum, tells us that Conium is worthy of but 
little confidence as a means of removing maniacal excitement 
but for some forms of melancholy, especially if combined with 
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dyspepsia or neuralgia, it is often very useful ; also against me- 
lancholy, with disease of stomach, torpor of liver, uneasiness, 
restlessness and nervous pains. 

Cox says that Conium gradually introduced into the system 
has certainly been of service in some cases by diminishing ex- 
citement and irritation and causing sleep ; but some systems or 
cases resist its influence for a length of time, and others are not 
affected unless administered in enormous doses. Mead says 
Conium is a more powerful soporific than Opium ; in some cases 
it will fail ; has known it to purge, and to constipate. In the 
McLean Asylum, S. C, Conium is considered a useful medi- 
cine ; in recent cases is alterative and slightly narcotic, produces 
calmness after it has been taken some time. Dose seven to eight 
grains, three times a day. Dr. Woodward, of the Worcester 
Asylum, regards it as a valuable remedy and useful in some 
forms of insanity ; but as a means of removing maniacal ex- 
citement it is worthy of but little confidence ; however, for some 
forms of melancholy, and especially in chronic diseases of the 
digestive organs, with melancholy or neuralgia, it is often use- 
ful; also in cases of melancholy complicated with disease of the 
stomach and torpor of the liver, attended with uneasiness, rest- 
lessness, watchfulness and nervous pains, it often affords great 
relief and is auxiliary in accomplishing a cure. In any case is 
useful in large doses only— smallest dose ten grains ; largest, 
two or three or four drachms, three times a day— rarely found 
any benefit from doses less than fifteen or twenty grains, three 
or four times a day— unless it produced temporary vertigo, and 
a heavy dull pain over the eyes or across forehead, thought the 
dose too small, or the medicine of poor quality. 

In Bloomingdale and other Asylums, Conium is given with 
Iron, when the mucous membranes are disordered, the circula- 
tion unequal, secretions depraved, and digestion imperfect, often 
used in mania after the excitement is subdued, frequently give 
it in melancholy, and still more frequently in dementia. Kuk- 
bude also uses Conium and Iron in the debility of old cases. 
Fisher did not obtain much benefit from Conium and Iron, ex- 
cept when the secretions were unhealthy, then found it useful 
in correcting them. — Peters. 

The action of Conium on the brain, and its circulation seems 
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almost antagonistic to that of Bellad. ; the latter generally causes 
delirium and high fever, with active congestion and dilatation 
of the pupil, while Conium generally causes a torpid condi- 
tion of the brain so that the patient falls asleep while convers- 
ing, great weakness of the intellectual faculties with loss of 
memory, want of mental energy, unfitness for exertion, confu- 
sion of ideas, as if from drowsiness, slow conception, ready for- 
getfulness, hypochondriacal indifference, aversion to labor, 
headache with taciturnity and profound melancholy, &c. It 
rarely causes fever, but is apt to render the pulse slow, even as 
low as thirty, the skin cool and pale. It does not cause active 
congestion, but rather a passive stagnation of blood in various 
organs, especially in the head and liver. It does not often di- 
late the pupil — still Christison says in some cases all this is re- 
versed, and it may cause frantic delirium, the patient running 
about the house, knocking against everything, or plunging into 
the water, under the supposition that he is changed into a goose, 
&c. — Peters. 

CASE 32. — A strong, previously quite healthy lad, aged 16, 
became deranged ; he was treated allopathically for two years 
without benefit ; his case was peculiar, from his being alternately 
dejected for ten days and then excited for ten other days. 

Symptoms. — During ten days he is silent, dejected and loaded 
with care, picks his fingers, generally keeps his bed, speaks and 
answers unwillingly. Vacuity of thought, weakness of memo- 
ry, and frequently sits as if in a reverie ; he eats and drinks ; 
has a movement from the bowels only every three days, but 
passes urine frequently at night. Is timid, cannot be induced 
to work, and his sleep is extremely disturbed. 

Then for ten other days he is very excited, violent, arbitrary, 
quarrelsome and scolds readily. Puts on his best clothes, buys 
unnecessary things, which he then undervalues, or wastes or 
destroys. Will not work, games, disputes, and will not bear 
contradiction. He picks his nose constantly, and it bleeds easily. 
Treatment. — Several doses of Bellad, were given without ef- 
fect ; then Conium -g was used, two drops per dose, every fourth 
day. Soon after taking the second dose he was cured, but for 
precaution sake the remedy was continued for several months 
in smaller doses and at longer intervals. 
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General Horn. Journal, Vol. 9, p. 196. — Elwert. 

CASE 33. — An intellectual and vivacious lady, with enlarge- 
ment of her spleen, fell into a melancholic condition every four- 
teen days. 

Syynptoms. — Very unhappy state of mind, occurring every 
fourteen days; she loses ail desire to speak, to dress herself, to 
take food, or to see her children. Great sluggishness of the 
bowels. 

Treatment. — Conium 7, one drop twice a day cured her com- 
pletely. 

General Horn. Jour. Vol. 8, p. 198. — Elwert. 

Review. — The doses used were Conium -g- and 7, repeated 
more or less frequently. 

In both cases there was dejection, disinclination to talk and 
indifference to everything. The alternation of excitement and 
dejection in case 29 was remarkable, see symptom 866. Dreams 
full of vexation and fighting. 

CANNABIS-INDICA. 

This should prove a most important homoeopathic remedy ; its 
action throws much light upon mental derangement in general. 
A marked correspondence may be traced between the phenome- 
na of insanity and those which are induced by the introduction 
of Alcohol, Opium, Cannabis-indica, Nitrous-oxide, or laughing 
gas, Agaricus-muscarius, Belladonna, Stramonium, &c, into 
the system and blood. There can be no doubt that the proper- 
ties of the blood may be perverted by unnatural changes going 
on within the system, as well as by the direct introduction of 
poisonous substances from without. Schcenlein, we believe, was 
the first to suggest that absolutely narcotic substances were 
sometimes formed de novo in the blood and system ; prussic-acid 
always exists in the saliva; the narcotic properties of Urea are 
well known; the drowsiness, heaviness, and low spirits produced 
by bile circulating in the system are familiar. Hence men- 
tal derangement is often a blood disease — the presence of a mi- 
nute portion of any of these substances circulating in the blood, 
which is passing through the capillaries of the brain, may excite 
delirium, illusions, fury, or melancholy, &c, &c. 

But to return to the action of Cannabis-indica, Moreau found 
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that a small dose generally had no other effect than a moderate 
exhilaration of the spirits, or at most a tendency to unseasona- 
ble laughter; some quickness of pulse, a little slowness of res- 
piration, a general warmth through the body, with the exception 
of the feet, which are generally cold ; the wrists and forearms 
seem as if loaded with a weight, and movements are performed 
involuntarily to set them free. At the same time vague mus- 
cular sensations of inquietude in the legs are felt, prompting 
one to continual restlessness, corresponding to what is called the 
fidgets. A very common feeling is that of the brain boiling 
over, and lifting the top of the skull like the lid of a tea-kettle. 
The region of the stomach is very often the seat of similar odd 
feelings ; or the motions of the heart may seem to be performed 
with unusual violence. Slight or severe twitches of the limbs 
may take place ; there is usually an inclination to lie down, and 
then the limbs and trunk may be all brought together by this 
spasmodic action ; or the muscles of the face, especially those 
of the jaw may be effected with these spasmodic twitches and 
even a temporary state of lock-jaw may supervene. These 
physical effects of Cannabis-indica are however usually of but 
short duration ; still they often cease only to return again after 
an interval of variable duration. 

"The first result of a dose of Cannabis-indica sufficient to 
produce the Fantasia, as this remarkable condition is termed in 
the Levant, is usually an intense sensation of happiness; it 
seems to be really happiness, an entirely mental enjoyment like 
that of one who hears tidings which fill him with joy, like the 
miser who is counting his treasures, the gambler who is success- 
ful, or the ambitious man who is intoxicated with success. A 
peculiar state of general exhilaration or joyous excitement, 
closely analogous to that which is the first result of Cannabis- 
indica, is often the precursor of an attack of insanity, showing 
even in the mode of access of the disordered mental state a 
close correspondence between the two conditions. 

"One of the first appreciable effects of the Cannabis is the 
gradual weakening of that power of controlling and directing 
the thoughts which is characteristic of the vigorous mind. The 
person feels himself incapable of fixing his attention upon . any 
subject, his thoughts being continually drawn off by a succes- 
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sion of ideas which force themselves into his mind, without his 
being- able in the least to trace their origin. These speedily oc 
cupy his attention and present themselves in strange combina- 
tions, so as to produce the most fantastic and impossible crea- 
tions. By a strong effort of the will, the original thread of ideas 
may still be recovered and the interlopers may be driven away, 
their remembrance however being preserved, like that of a dream, 
recalling events long since past." 

"Under the full influence of Cannabis one becomes the sport 
of impressions of the most opposite kind; the course of ideas 
may be broken by the slightest cause; one is turned by every 
wind ; by a word or a gesture the current of one's thoughts 
may be successively directed to a multitude of objects, with a 
rapidity and lucidity which is truly marvellous. The mind be- 
comes exultant in correspondence with the increase of its ener- 
gy and power. But now it will entirely depend on the circum- 
stances in which we are placed, the objects which strike the 
eyes, the words which fall oh our ears, whether the most lively 
sensations of gaiety or of^adness shall be produced; or pas- 
sions of the most opposite character shall be excited, sometimes 
with extraordinary violence; for irritation may rapidly pass into 
rage, dislike to hatred and desire for revenge, and the calmest 
affection to the most transporting passion. Fear may become 
terror, courage be increased to rashness, which nothing checks 
and which seems not to be conscious of danger. The most un- 
founded doubt becomes a certainty, for the mind has a tendency 
to exaggerate everything, and the slightest impulse carries it 
along. 

"Remarkable illusions of perception as to time and space are 
apt to occur. Minutes seem hours, and hours are prolonged 
into years, and at last all idea of time seems obliterated, and the 
past and present are confounded together." Moreau mentions 
as an illustration, that on one evening he was traversing the 
passage of the Opera while under the influence of a moderate 
dose of Cannabis; he had made but a few steps when it seemed 
to him as if he had been there two or three hours ; and as he 
advanced, the passage seemed interminable, its extremity seem- 
ing to recede as he pressed forwards. In walking along the 
street, Moreau frequently saw persons and things presenting the 



356 NERVOUS DISEASES AND MENTAL DERANGEMENT. 

same aspect as it" he had viewed them through the large end of 
an opera-glass, that is, diminished in apparent size and there- 
fore suggesting the idea of increased distance. This erroneous 
perception of space is also one of the effects of the Agaricus- 
muscarius; a person under its influence is apt to take a jump 
or stride sufficient to clear the trunk of a tree, when he only- 
wishes to step over a straw or small stick. Such erroneous 
perceptions are common enough among ordinary lunatics, and 
become in them the foundation of fixed illusions ; whilst in a 
person intoxicated with Cannabis-indica there is still a con- 
sciousness of their deceptive character. 

Gaultier, an artist of celebrity, found the slightest deep sound 
to produce, the effect of rolling thunder ; his own voice seemed 
so tremendous that he did not dare to speak out loud for fear of 
throwing down the walls, or of bursting himself like a bomb; 
the striking of one or a few clocks seemed to be exaggerated to 
the noise of more than five hundred striking with a great variety 
of tones. 

It is seldom that the mental derangement caused by Canna- 
bis fixes itself upon any particular train of ideas, and thus gives 
rise to a settled delusion ; for in general one set of ideas chases 
the other so rapidly, that there is not time for any to engross the 
attention of the intellect, especially as the patient also preserves a 
certain degree of self-consciousness. But once Moreau thought 
himself poisoned by the friend whom he induced to administer 
it to him, and persisted in this idea in spite of every proof to 
the contrary, until it gave way to another more absurd one, 
viz, that he was dead and about to be buried ; still he had 
consciousness enough to believe that his body only was defunct, 
his soul having merely quitted it. All this has its counter-part 
in the different stages of natural insanity ; the illusive ideas and 
erroneous convictions being in the first instance capable of 
being dissipated by a strong effort of the will, but gradually 
exerting more and more influence on the general current of 
thought, and at last acquiring such complete mastery over it, 
that the reasoning and controlling process can no longer be 
called into effectual operation. 

It would seem to be an antipathic remedy to monomania. — 
Peters. 
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14. CUPRUM-ACETICUM. 

General Remarks.— Cuprum is very useful against attacks 
of anxiety in which the patient cannot control himself, weeps, 
is in despair, &c. while his body is chilly, the whole being but 
slightly relieved by external warmth. 

Hygea, Vol. 12, p. 122.— Schmid. 

CASE 34.— A robust man, set. 38, had been overpowered 
for several months by great melancholy and restlessness. 

Symptoms.— Invincible dejection has oppressed him for 
several months and an incessant restlessness annoys him, as if 
some misfortune were going to happen to him ; he weeps easily, 
and is fearful of losing his reason. Sensation upon the vertex 
as if some thing like worms were moving in the brain (see Hahn. 
Chron. Dis., Symptoms 39 and 40). His head was heavy and 
confused ; bowels moved only every three or four days ; had 
difficulty in falling asleep before two, a. m., and was often 
sleepless. 

Treatment.— Seven days after Cuprum Tnnr, he was improved, 
and Sulph. r^^ finished the cure. 

Gen'l. Horn. Journal, Vol. 34, p. 338.— C*roserio. 

CASE 35. — A consumptive man fell into paroxysms of 
anxiety when the lung-disease was checked. 

Symptoms. — He was rendered particularly anxious by a fixed 
idea that he saw police-officers, who intended to deliver him up 
tojustice ; this caused him to weep and lament like a child. He 
imagined that he saw thieves, ghosts and various lifeless things 
in the room. Some of his disorders he felt and^described rightly, 
but of others he had no or else extremely false notions ; he 
maintained a sitting position, acted like one in despair, had ex- 
treme difficulty of breathing, a fearful anxiety and paroxysms of 
syncope. His pulse during the attacks was variable and weak, 
and his skin cool and covered with cold sweat. 

He was soon cured by Cuprum-acet. 

CASE 36. — A student was reduced bodily and mentally to 
a state of great debility, in consequence of excessive study in 
preparing for his examination ; paroxysms of anxiety were added. 

Symptoms. — Pulse weak, but little quickened, and irregular; 
skin moist and not hot ; feet more frequently cold than warm ; 
he has attacks of anxiety which he cannot overcome ; his head 
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is dizzy and so painful internally that he fears he will lose his 
senses ; his sleep is disturbed and not refreshing, and full of 
confused and distressing dreams. 

Treatment.— Cured by Cuprum-acet. in three days. — Schmid. 

CASE 37.— A woman about eight days after delivery, fell 
into a state of anxiety. 

Symptoms. — The usually retiring, anxious, timid woman ex- 
hibited a remarkable activity in all her thoughts, which were 
of an anxious character — her eye and expression were generally 
fixed abstractedly upon one object — she had profuse and debili- 
tating perspirations, and her pulse was quick, weak and irregular. 
Sometimes when it was supposed that she would be tranquil, 
she suddenly jumped out of bed, and it required great force to 
return and keep her there. 

Treatment. —She recovered rapidly under the use of Cuprum- 
acet. ScHMID. 

CASE 38. — After the retrocession of erysipelas of the face, 
an attack of mania occurred in a woman, and was attended with 
excessive anxiety. 

Symptoms. — Pulsation in the prsecordia, and remarkable 
anxiety, so that she could not control herself. She did not re- 
cognize her husband or son ; began to talk a great deal of con- 
fused stuff, part of which was really ludicrous ; then she would 
sink into a state of apathy, from which however she could be 
aroused by interesting her. The most violent attacks occurred 
at night ; when she was urged to take medicine she gnashed 
her teeth and resisted violently. 

Treatment. — Bellad. and Hyosc. were used without benefit; 
but Cuprum in alternation with Stramon. cured her. 

Hygea, Vol. 12, p. 120.— Schmid. 

Review. — The deranged states, which were cured by Cuprum, 
were marked by confused talking, seeing 'various imaginary 
things, and erroneous illusions, but invariably attended by 
anxiety ; by restlessness from fear of misfortune, despairing 
anxiety, with weeping and wailing. 

Various decided bodily ailments were associated with the above, 
viz., irregular pulse, pulsation in pit of stomach, cold sweats, &c. 

Like in the Bellad.-case No. 24, we find that one patient did 
not recognize her own husband and son. 
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Doses. — Schmid used three or four grains of the -^th or 200th of 
Cuprum dissolved in a tumbler of water, one table-spoonful per dose 
every quarter, half, one or two hours, according to circumstances. In 
case 34, Cuprum -5^- was used. 

The anxious state of the patients pointed to an affection 
of the organ of Caution ; and the seeing of lifeless figures indi- 
cates an increased activity of the organ of Form. 
"Z Note. — I have always entertained a decided disbelief of the 
homoeopathicity of Cuprum to maniacal affections, but find 
in five cases of poisoning by copper, observed by Beer of Vienna, 
that nervous symptoms were present, of which the chief were 
very severe headache, slight delirium, convulsive movements of 
the legs, great exhaustion and somnolence, which in three cases 
amounted to coma, Brit. Journ. Horn. Vol. 1, p. 98. Christison 
also states that the first symptom is sometimes violent head- 
ache, and that in many cases signs of some injury done to the 
brain are very generally present, while in other instances it 
would appear that the narcotic symptoms form the commence- 
ment, and irritant symptoms the termination of poisoning with 
Copper. — On Poisons, p. 363. Chapman also used it with 
benefit in a case of scarlet fever with delirium. — Peters. 

15. HEPAR-SULPH.-CALC. 

CASE 39. — A man aet. 36, of powerful frame and phlegmatic 
temperament, having had the itch for half a year, became de- 
ranged after taking cold. 

Symptoms. — Threatens his relatives, attempts to kill them, to 
set the house on fire, requires eight men to restrain him. Af- 
terwards sits speechless and motionless in the corner of the 
room — passes urine and faeces involuntarily — his whole body is 
covered with an itch-like eruption, with occasional open ulcers. 

Treatment. — Hepar-sulph. t> cured him in a few days. 

Archiv, Vol. 19, part 1, p. 89. — Szatar. 

16. helleborus-niger. 

General Remarks. — a) Hellebore is most adapted to those 
states which verge on the boundary line between melancholy 
and mania ; and in actual conditions of depression and debility, in 
which at times fixed ideas are predominant. 

The influence of Helleb. seems to irradiate from the abdomi- 
24 
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nal nervous system to the spinal marrow, medulla oblongata, 
and brain. Hence many sympathetic affections of the brain 
are cured by it. 
Hygea, Vol. 23, p. 262.— Griesselich. 

b) From various experience I infer that a primary and princi- 
pal effect of Helleb., is to produce a kind of stupor, or blunting 
of the internal consciousness, or a state in which one with good 
eyesight does not see perfectly, or does not attend to that which 
he sees ; with good hearing does not hear plainly, or does not 
understand; with good organs of taste, does not taste well; is 
always, or frequently absent-minded, remembers the past or 
lately transpired things either not at all, or but indifferently ; 
takes pleasure in nothing ; slumbers but lightly, without sleeping 
soundly or refreshingly ; wishes to work, but has not the power, 
or does not give the necessary attention. 

Hahnemann, Mat. Med. Pur.— B. 205. 

c) Griesselich remarks on the above, that in it we find a 
condensed description of the state of many melancholic per- 
sons ; anaesthesia, want of memory, loss of the power of will, 
and of action are all extremely well marked, and present a 
marked antagonism to the action of Stramonium and other nar- 
cotics. 

d) Hellebor.-nig. is very useful in some cases of mental dejec- 
tion bordering on melancholy, and occurring in females about the 
time of puberty, either before or shortly after first menstruation, 
which has again become checked. 

Knorre, General Horn. Journal, Vol. 19, p. 25. 

e) Every Homoeopathist should read carefully the learned ar- 
ticle by Hahnemann, on the Helleborism of the Ancients, see 
"Lesser Writings, published by Radde. Hellebore in small 
doses causes increased secretion of the gastric fluids, of thin 
bile, more active circulation in the portal system, in the liver 
and spleen, and it even renders the blood of these parts thinner 
and more fluid. Although it seems to act most promptly and 
decidedly upon the gastro-hepatic system, and upon the solar 
plexus of nerves, still it also promotes in a marked degree the 
menstrual and hemorrhoidal discharges ; it is apt to cause in- 
flammation of the rectum, and Mead esteemed it as the most 
certain emmenagogue. Christison asserts that in excessive 
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doses, it causes vomiting, followed by delirium, succeeded by 
violent convulsions ; while Dierbach informs us that it has been 
used successfully in epilepsy, which passes over into mania, a 
form of disease regarded as incurable from the time of Hippo- 
crates. — Peters. 

CASE 40. — After typhoid fever, there remained a kind of 
melancholy in a girl, set. 20. 

Symptoms. — She does not speak a word, is dull and indifferent 
to external impressions. Sits still upon her bed, apparently 
sunken in gloomy thought ; face pale and distorted ; look dull 
and unsteady ; pupils dilated ; pulse slow and weak ; she eats 
proffered food, but never desires any ; sleep scanty and restless ; 
constant desire to run away, but without wildness of man- 
ner; without speaking a word she silently clambers up to the 
window and attempts to escape through it; whenever she did 
escape she always made her way towards the river ; finally she 
threw herself into a privy, but was rescued from it. 

Helleb. cured her quickly. 

Knorre, General Horn. Jour., Vol. 19, p. 24. 

CASE 41. — A maiden, set. 19, fell after typhoid fever into a 
dull state, which had lasted five w T eeks. 

Symptoms. — She stares around her fixedly, even when spoken 
to, with a strange, or stupid, or wild look, and at times grasps at 
her head ; she staggers while walking and hangs down her head; 
this thoughtless dullness or reverie, with staring at one point, al- 
ternates at times with incoherent muttering — constipation. 

Treatment. — Ext. Helleb., two grains per day cured her in a 
few weeks. 

General Horn. Journal, Vol. 19, p. 25. — Knorre. 

Review. — The above cases fully substantiate the correctness 
of the views expressed in the general remarks. 

17. HYOSCIAMUS-NIGER. 

General Remarks. — Hyosciamus is apt to excite erotic hal- 
lucinations, and jealousy stands in close connection therewith. 

Hygea, Vol. -23, p. 254. — Griesselich. 

Dr. Schneller experienced from l£ grains of the Extract of 
Hyosciamus, confusion of senses, weakness of sight, and some 
difficulty of speaking, also a by no means disagreeable state 
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like that of slight intoxication ; from two grains, confusion in 
head, then of sight and hearing, restless sleep, &c. ; from three 
and a half to four grains, dull frontal headache, cloudiness and 
weakness of sight, with slowness of the pulse ; from four and a 
half to five grains, confusion of head, frontal headache on the 
left side, dimness of vision, frequent inclination to yawn, and 
sleepiness ; from eleven and one-fourth grains at one dose, gid- 
diness, reticulated vision, frontal headache on right side, and 
sleepiness. Christison says, in medicinal doses it induces 
pleasant sleep, while Choqtjet reports the cases of two soldiers, 
poisoned with young shoots, who soon hecame dizzy, stupid, 
speechless, dull and haggard; their pupils were dilated, and 
eves so insensible that the lids did not wink, even when the 
cornea was touched by the finger; their pulse was small and in- 
termitting; breathing difficult, jaws locked, and mouths distort- 
ed by risus sardonicus. Pereira says, in persons with great 
nervous irritability, and too active condition of brain, it fre- 
quently causes calmness, and an inclination to sleep, also fre- 
quently allays irritations and morbid sensibility of one or the 
other organ. In one case, a man, set. 40, was suddenly attacked 
with severe toothache, and fumigated his mouth with the smoke 
from the burning seeds of Hyosc. ; the pain instantly vanished, 
but from that moment he became perfectly impotent, artd the 
impotency lasted eight months. — Brit. Jour, of Horn., Vol. 1, 
p. 412. 

Judging from effects similar to the above the antagonistic 
school have felt themselves justified in using Hyosc. in mental 
derangement and excitement, but Fouquier tells us from his own 
experience, that it never causes positive sleep, only a greater or 
less tendency thereto, always attended with headache, painful 
delirium, feverishness, &c. ; Christison says it causes that sin- 
gular union of delirium and coma which is usually termed Ty- 
phomomania ; and that when the prostration and somnolency of 
this state abates, the delirium becomes extravagant and the 
patient quite unmanageable. Wibner cites six cases of poi- 
soning with it ; several subjects were delirious, danced about the 
room like maniacs ; one appeared drunk, and another became 
profoundly comatose. Christison concludes that it is very apt 
to cause loss of speech, delirium, commonly of the unmanage- 
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able, sometimes of the furious kind, followed by coma, and 
when the coma passes off the delirium is apt to return for a 
time. It has caused intense thirst, watchfulness, delirium, de- 
praved vision, and a crowded eruption of dark spots and vesicles 
like the petechia? and sudanima of typhus fever, or malignant 
small-pox. Neligan says there are many persons in whom it 
causes great excitement, headache, and even delirium. Vogt 
admits that in large doses it causes vertigo, heaviness in the 
head, sleepiness, confusion of head, and headache, and various 
traces of commencing distraction of the mind ; for the senses 
commence to deceive one ; taste and smell are diminished, 
noises are heard in the ears, flimmering before the eyes and 
double vision, &c, occur. Cullen says in full doses it is more 
apt to cause delirium than Opium ; in many cases it induces 
turbulent and unrefreshing sleep. — Peters. 

CASE 42. — A lady, set. 25, of a quiet, peaceable disposition, 
but readily attacked with epilepsy after violent mental emotions, 
became deranged on the 5th Sept., after having several epileptic 
attacks on the fifth day after her second confinement. She was 
treated allopathically for eight days without benefit. 

Symptoms. — Violent paroxysms of rage, maltreated her friends, 
and^tore every thing to pieces ; turns of anxiety ; then she would 
sing, whistle, laugh, kiss every one, assumed that she was 
pregnant, and had labor-pains, &c. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 30 excited, without benefitting her. 
Hyosc. acted better. Verat. 12 and 15, produced sleep and 
allayed the most violent symptoms; but from April 16 to May 
16, Verat., Aeon., Helleb., Stramon. and Bell, were given with- 
out permanent benefit, and the following condition remained. 

Symptoms. — She is extremely excited, rages when one at- 
tempts to restrain her, scolds and strikes every one without re- 
gard to person ; is talkative, and speaks irrationally ; weeping 
in alternation with joyous mood ; anxiety and trembling of the 
limbs — excessive secretion of milk. 

Treatment. — Hyosc. was given again, and her malady was ar- 
rested instanter ; she was, and remained well. 

Annals, Vol. p. 67. — Martini and Spohr. 

CASE 43. — A woman aet. 37, given to 'drink, became de- 
ranged. 
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Symptoms.— Fa.ce red, hot ; look wild ; breathing quick and 
oppressed ; she scolds and swears incessantly, tears the clothes 
off her body, walks about her room at night, strikes powerfully 
at those around her, and can scarcely be controlled ; will neither 
eat nor drink. 

Treatment. — Hyosc. 2, one drop cured her in twenty-four 
hours. 

Archiv, Vol. 19, part. 1, p. 84. — Szotar. 

CASE 44. — A maiden, set. 14, not yet menstruated, became 
deranged after sleeping in the sun. 

Symptoms. — Great lasciviousness in words and actions ; 
quickly becomes enraged and strikes at every one ; paroxysms 
of fearfulness and fright, from fear of an imaginary wolf, and of 
being burned alive. 

Treatment. — Bellad. yjt in solution, and Hyosc. to in solution, 
followed by Sulphur cured her in six weeks. After taking 
Hyosc. itching over the whole body especially about the geni- 
tals occurred. 

New Archiv, Vol. 1, part. 1, p. 80. — Hahnemann. 

CASE 45. — A youth, set. 23, showed signs of mental derange- 
ment quite unexpectedly in the midst of previously uninter- 
rupted good health. 

Symptoms. — Unusual restlessness ; piercing fixed look ; jerk- 
ing movements of the head, with staring rapidly first here, then 
there ; face pale ; pulse quick, but weak ; wishes to get out of 
the room ; sees appearances which frighten him ; figures which 
want to carry him off; fowls which are fastened with chains; 
a great number of large crabs which are driven into the door ; 
general epileptic convulsions for the first time. 

Treatment. — Two doses of Bellad. to, without benefit ; then 
Hyosc. 12, and recovery in eight days. 

Practical Observations, Vol. 4, p. 4. — Thorer. 

CASE 46. — A man, set. 48, deranged for three weeks and 
treated allopathically without benefit. 

Symptoms. — His cadaverous face has a wild, strange look ; 
he speaks incessantly, mostly about religious things ; imagines 
that he is poisoned, or that his mouth smells badly. Occasion- 
ally he scolds or weeps, and says that he hears great noises. 
Treatment. — After taking eighteen doses of Hyosc. 2, one 
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dose night and morning-, he again became rational and able to 
work. The remaining bodily ailments were cured by Sulphur. 
General Horn. Journ., Vol. 34, p. 323. — Haustein. 

CASE 47. — An unmarried man became deranged. 

Symptoms. — He rages, scolds, sings, and babbles night and 
day, without eating, drinking or sleeping ; he attempts to escape 
and breaks the window to effect his object ; required the 
straight-jacket. 

Treatment. — Hyosc. -g-o, one drop. Speedy recovery. 

General Horn. Journ., Vol. 39, p. 31. — Weber. 

Besides in these cases Hyosc. was given in cases No. 5, 38, 
66,99, 112, 113. 

Review. — The published experience of our school is still too 
limited to enable us to give positive deductions about the action 
of Hyosc. in mental diseases. 

We see it cure an excited state in cases No. 42, 43, 44 and 
45; and fail in others, viz., No. 66, 112 and 113. 

It cures a state of depression marked by weeping and sobbing 
in alternation with laughing, restlessness, fear of imaginary 
animals in cases No. 44 and 45 ; while in internal anxiety and 
brooding suspicion, in cases No. 5 and 38, it does not help. 

It cures lasciviousness in case No. 44, and leaves shameless 
ness uncured in case 66. 

It removed the inclination to dance, hop, and speak irration- 
ally in cases 42 and 113. 

As a general thing the remedy cured when several of the 
above states occurred in alternation, or in connection with epi- 
leptic attacks, or in persons subject thereto. 

Doses — Hyosc. 2 in single and repeated doses. 
" 6 in single doses. 
*• 12 in 
" 30 in solution and repeated doses. 

It is also doubtful upon which organs of the brain Hyosc. 
acts in particular, still it seems to act upon those of combattive- 
ness and destructiveness, amativeness and caution. 
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18. IGNATIA. 

General Remarks. — Ignatia will rarely or never effect a 
cure in those who are of an unchangeable disposition, neither 
disposed to fright or vexation. 

Organon, p. 237. — Hahnemann. 

CASE 48. — A modest maiden, set. 20, occasionally exhibited 
signs of mania after the otherwise regular menstrual flow ; 
finally, she lost all consciousness, and was possessed with 
various fixed ideas. 

Symptoms. — She imagines that she is married and pregnant, 
is tortured in her conscience by imaginary misdeeds ; frequently 
attempts to escape and drown herself ; anxiety and fear of death 
from congestion to the head and heart ; she is only quiet when 
allowed to lie and to indulge in her fancies, and permitted to 
give vent to them in a complaining tone ;• whenever disturbed 
she screams, strikes, and tears whatever she can reach, and con- 
stantly vociferates that "she has neglected her duty, broken her 
oath, &c." Face distorted and death-like ; relish for sour things ; 
it is difficult to get her to eat, and after she has eaten she has 
stings of conscience about it. 

Treatment. — Various remedies, viz., Bellad., Hyosc, Stramo- 
nium, Aurum, Platina, Verat. were given without benefit ; Grati- 
ola effected some improvement for a time, but was followed by 
such paroxysms of rage that it was difficult to control her ; 
these subsided and again gave place to the former fixed ideas. 

Finally, from the continued use of Ignatia for several weeks, 
at first in the first, then in the sixth, and finally in the ninth di- 
lution, she was entirely restored. Her menses which had been 
suppressed during her illness returned again. 

Archiv, Vol. 15, part. 3, p. 30, and 

Ibid. Vol. 16, part. 2, p. 100.— Gross. 

CASE 49. — A maiden, aet. 19, of strong, robust constitution 
and sanguine temperament, fell into a state of hysteric laughing 
and crying, which passed over into delirium, and which returned 
paroxysmally. 

Symptoms. — Does not know those about her, speaks to them 
as to imaginary persons, and calls them by strange names ; im- 
agines that she stands upon a fearful heighth, from which she 
cannot descend. 
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Treatment. — Two doses of Stramon. 9, followed by Ignat. 8, 
restored her. 

General Horn. Journ., Vol. 17, p. 376. — Gross. 

CASE 50. — A youth, set. 20, of sanguine choleric tempera- 
ment, active imagination, but otherwise strong and well-con- 
ditioned, suffered from undeserved but bitter vexation of spirit ; 
he fell into a gastic fever and subsequent melancholy. 

Symptoms. — Head heavy ; extreme weakness of memory, for- 
gets every thing except his dreams ; hears with difficulty, sees 
as if through a mist; sits staring quietly before him, constantly 
thinking of his wrongs, and is unconscious of what transpires 
around him ; wishes to be alone ; falls asleep late ; restless 
sleep with starting up in fright, and many dreams ; pain in the 
left hypochondrium (spleen), increased by pressure and slow 
walking ; his hair falls off profusely ; face cadaverous and sunk- 
en ; voice trembling, low and attended with distortion of the 
facial muscles ; does not speak willingly ; no desire for food 
or drink ; is quickly satisfied and satiated ; always cold especi- 
ally in the evening ; very weak and dejected ; walks unsteadily 
and with great caution ; bowels and urine rather free. 

Treatment. — Ignat. ti, one dose cured him perfectly in the 
course of fourteen days, after being preceded by a visible 
aggravation lasting five days. 

Archiv, Vol. 10, part. 3, p. 104. — Attomyr. 

CASE 51. — A maiden, set. 20, of sanguine temperament, 
excessively sensitive to joy and sorrow, fell into a state of me- 
lancholy after suppression of her menses. 

Symptoms. — Indifferent to every thing previously most dear 
to her ; sits still and weeps, imagines various things, especially 
that she will become deranged ; complains of a sensation and 
crawling all over, as if her limbs were asleep ; the pit of her 
stomach seems insensible to her; sleep dreamy and not refresh- 
ing ; menses suppressed for two months. 

Treatment. — Ignat. -g-, repeated daily, cured her in the course 
of several weeks. 

Archiv, Vol. 19, part. 1, p. 56. — Gross. 

Cx\.SE 52.— A delicate maiden, set. 17, was attacked with 
spasms and mental derangement after a fright ; she was treated 
allopathically for fourteen days without benefit. 
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Symptoms.— -Does not think that she can be saved ; weeps 
much ; has paroxysms of rage, in which she tears her clothes 
and can scarcely be held by four strong persons. 

Treatment. — Ignat. 6, one dose daily, cured her in six days. 

Archiv, Vol. 19, part. 3, p. 33. 

CASE 53. — A woman, set. 40, had two attacks daily of the 
following state. 

Symptoms. — Anxiety, restlessness as if she had committed 
some crime, or feared some great misfortune ; is overpowered 
to such a degree that she can scarcely keep from weeping; 
oppression of her breathing, which seems to come from her 
stomach up into her throat ; lassitude, inability to work ; shy- 
ness for all persons ; these paroxysms lasted several hours. 
Loss of appetite, scanty stools, and when most constipated, she 
was most indisposed. 

Treatment. — Ignat. first trit. (2 : 100), ten grains in four oz. 
of water, taken in five doses in the course of twenty-four hours. 
The paroxysms returned only on the second and third days, 
then absented themselves, and she recovered perfectly. 

Schmid, H. A. and G. p. 126. 

Review. — Ignatia is undoubtedly useful in mental derange- 
ment, when single notions become fixed ideas. The patients are 
quiet when not disturbed in their reveries about themselves or 
other things, and then are in a dejected state, which rapidly 
changes to excitement when they are disturbed. 

Doses. — The lower preparations were generally used in repeated 
doses. 

The action of Ignatia upon the organs of conscientiousness 
and self-esteem is decidedly evident in the above cases. 

19. LACHESIS. 

CASE 54. — A youth became deranged from excessive study. 

Stympfoms.-^-Extraordinary loquacity, which was quite un- 
common for him — carries on incessant prologues in the choicest 
expressions, but changes rapidly from one subject to another, 
and treats of the most heterogenous matters. He is proud and 
suspicious of his friends. 

Treatment. — Lachesis -^ cured him quickly. 

Archiv, Vol. 14, part. 1, p. 7. — Gross. 
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20. LYCOPODIUM. 

General Remarks. — It is useful against melancholy, sorrow, 
anxiety with dolefulness, lachrymose state, and fear of being 
alone. 

Hahnemann, Chron. Dis. Vol. 4. 

CASE 55. — A woman, set. 30, suffering for several years 
with excessive conscientiousness, received Verat., Ac.-phosph. 
and Pulsat. without benefit. 

Symptoms. — Scrupulous anxiety and conscientiousness, which 
rob her of all peace of mind ; the anxiety occurs regularly every 
afternoon at 4 o'clock, and lasts until 8 P. M. 

Treatment. — Lycopod. y^, effected a cure in fourteen days. 

Arehiv, Vol. 18. part. 2, p. 12.— B. in D. 

21. NUX-VOMICA. 

General Remarks. — a) Nux often proves more useful than 
Aurum against the peculiar melancholy with disgust for life, 
which leads to suicide ; its good effects are often visible in a few, 
always in ten days ; dose, from first to sixth dilution. 

Hygea, Vol. 2, p. 33.— iEaiDi. 

b) It is most suitable in melancholy depending on abdominal 
derangement ; especially when the signs of bodily derangement 
continue unchanged, notwithstanding the active condition of the 
mental trouble ; or when the depressed state of the ganglionic 
system occasions a still greater disturbance of the abdominal 
organs than was present at first. 

Hartmann, upon use of Nux-vom. p. 132. 

c) There is a remarkable resemblance between the action of 
Nux- vomica and Strychnine, and that of the electric or galvanic 
influence ; thus it is very apt to cause convulsive motions or 
twitchings similar to electric shocks, when given in large quan- 
tities ; also prickling as if from needles, or as if sparks were drawn 
from the skin, or jerks like those produced by electricity ; and 
if an animal under its full influence be touched, it will experience a 
commotion similar to that of a strong electric shock. In smaller 
quantities it produces an increase of the irritability, contractility 
and tonicity of the motor nerves, muscles and contractile tissues 
of the parts with which it comes in contact, or to which its 
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influence extends ; thus if taken before meals it does not inter- 
fere with digestion, but probably increases that peculiar peri- 
staltic movement of the stomach, which has for its object the 
production of a thorough intermixture of the gastric juice with 
the alimentary mass. This is a very important part of digestion. 
The fasciculi composing the muscular wall of the stomach 
are so disposed as to shorten its diameter in every direction, 
and by the alternate contraction and relaxation of these mus- 
cular bands a great variety of motion is produced in the stomach 
and its contents, sometimes transversely, at others longitudinally; 
if these movements be checked or lessened materially it has 
been found that the food lies still and heavy, and that surface 
only which is in contact with the walls of the stomach under- 
goes digestion ; the residue of the alimentary mass remains as 
undigested as when it was first taken into the system. — After a 
few days' judicious use of Nux the appetite becomes increased, 
and in some cases extraordinarily great ; the stools of those suf- 
fering from constipation become more free and easily expelled — 
but if too great a quantity be used, obstinate constipation from 
excessive contraction of the bowels ensues, and dyspepsia, 
from a tetanic rigidity, and want of motion of the stomach. Ju- 
diciously used, it facilitates the secretion and excretion of bile ; 
wrongly used, the liver becomes small, hard and contracted, its 
blood vessels and gall bladder empty, and the spleen is dimi- 
nished in size and rendered paler. Rightly used, it renders the 
mind more clear and joyous, and it actions more vivid ; impro- 
perly used, it induces an altered state of the intellect, marked by 
excitement like that of intoxication, confusion of mind, restless- 
ness, despondency, love of solitude and darkness, an inclination 
to keep quiet, but an internal irritation of the sensori-motor ap- 
paratus, accompanied with anxiety, oppression and uneasiness, 
agitates the patient, and frightens him into a state of restless ner- 
vous activity. Persons under its full influence become extremely 
irritable and sensitive to all external impressions, so that the 
slightest causes will often excite excessive petulance ; or they 
may be restless, dejected, languid, chilly and anxious, with a 
great tendency to drowsiness. — Peters. 

CASE 56. — A lad, get. 15, excited by disappointed ambition, 
began to speak and act in all kinds of strange ways. 
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Symptoms. — He is abashed, says irrational things and does 
every thing wrong that he undertakes; complains of heaviness 
of the head, pain in back and Abdomen; feels weak and cannot 
stand up ; face alternately red, then pale, with sharpened fea- 
tures ; pulse irritated. 

Treatment.— After taking Nux -o-; perfect health returned in 
thirty-six hours 

Annals, Vol. 1, p. 50.— C.Hartlaub. 

CASE 57. — A weaver's widow, set. 77, came under treatment 
on Sept. 21. She had had a shock of palsy one and a half years 
before, and another ten weeks ago so that she was scarcely able to 
crawl around. For six weeks she has without other known cause, 
fallen into an anxious state of mind, with fear of recovery ; is 
weak, chilly, sleepless ; has scanty hard stools, but great appe- 
tite ; urinates often and suddenly, at times involuntarily, which 
is however an old trouble of hers. 

Treatment. — Nux-vom. -jo, one-third of a drop. 

Result.— Four weeks after she informed me that after taking 
the powder her appetite was increased excessively, and all 
other symptoms diminished in proportion, except her urinary 
trouble, which still remained in a lesser degree. 

H. Hartlaub, Private cases. 

CASE 58. — A lad, set. 18, previously always healthy, after 
suffering for a long time with a decayed tooth had it ex- 
tracted, and then although free from pain, fell into a state of 
melancholy, in which he constantly spoke about his tooth. 
He was treated allopathically for two months, and had an 
artificial tooth inserted, without benefit to his state of mind. 

Sympto?ns. — Dec. 10, the patient has locked himself up in a 
room, and only opened it after much entreaty, but immediately 
took refuge in the farthest corner of the room, on perceiving a 
physician; eyes cast down, answered but few questions, and 
constantly spoke about his tooth ; all noise and every kind of 
employment is distasteful to him; he sat about the whole day 
without employment, weeping and complaining of anxiety; he 
had some appetite, and his bodily functions were well performed. 

Treatment. — Arsen. tu, one dose every evening, for five days 
without benefit; then Nux-vom. T2, six doses, one to be taken 
every evening. 
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Result. — Improvement sat in at once ; the anxiety and dejec- 
tion were entirely gone by Dec. 19, and he commenced to work 
again. After taking six doses more of Nux, one dose every 
other day, he was entirely restored. 
L Records of the L. Society. — Schulz. 

N. B. — See case 113. Several remedies were required to 
complete the cure, but Nux removed the following 

Symptoms : — Confusion of the head, sensation as if the brain 
would be pressed asunder; slight movements of the bowels 
every other day, in place of previous obstinate constipation ; 
morning erections and excessive sexual desire, together w T ith irri- 
tability, rudeness, and crossness. 

Review. — The most common causes of disorder in the 
above cases were : mental influences, especially, continuous men 
tal employment, night watching, &c. ; also excessive coffee 
drinking. 

The groups of symptoms against which Nux was used with 
benefit in the above cases, as well as in cases No. 107, 108, 110, 
112, 113, are marked by a depressed state of mind, with self- 
torture about fixed ideas ; the patients torment themselves about 
injured honor, scruples of conscience, household cares, and 
speak constantly of one thing. To these are added absurd ac- 
tions and sexual excitement. 

The disorder is present not only in the mind, but various 
bodily ailments occur in connection. 

Doses used. — Nux was used successfully in both high and low 
dilutions ; in single doses, and repeated. In case 108, it was 
given in alternation with Verat. ; in No. 112, between Opium 
and Stramon. 

It seems to act upon the organs of Amativeness, Acquisitive- 
ness, Caution, and Conscientiousness. 

22. NUX-MOSCHATA. 

General Remarks. — This remedy was more used in olden 
times than at present. Notwithstanding, Helbig's labors, (see 
Heraklid I.) which have made us well acquainted with both old 
and new observations about its action, still it has been but little 
used in the new practice. Its great relation to the activities of 
the brain are quite remarkable, and it is evidently most indicat- 
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ed when no decided pathologico-anatomical changes are con- 
nected with the brain-disorder, and especially in weakness of 
memory and vision. 

Hygea, Vol. 23, p. 256. — Griesselich. 

No cures of mental diseases with it have been reported ; may 
our departed colleague's words induce some one to use it in ap- 
propriate cases. 

23. OPIUM. 

General Remarks. — The effects of Opium have so great a 
similarity with some states of mental derangement, that it must 
be evident even to the most bigotted, that it cures mental disea- 
ses in consequence of its power thus to influence the brains of 
the healthy. 

It requires but a hasty review of the actions of Opium, to be- 
come convinced that it acts quite decidedly and peculiarly on 
the central organ of the nervous system as the source of the 
mental powers. 

Opium produces all the signs of mania ; the patient becomes 
excited, lively, and courageous ; a feeling of increased power car- 
ries him upwards towards heaven, and heaven seems to descend 
to him by means of the most pleasant hallucinations and visions; 
a state of delectable intoxication surrounds the patient with 
the most fascinating phantasies. All this must be followed by 
its opposite; dejection follows ecstasy; from misuse of Opi- 
um there ensues a state of apathetic idiotcy, with loss of power 
of will, &c. 

Undoubtedly, Opium is most indicated against states of men- 
tal excitement and exaltation, and maniacs are more readily 
cured by it than others, provided it is suited to the whole state 
of the patient. 

Still it may prove useful in states of mental depression; the 
individuality of the case will decide the matter. 

Hygea, Vol. 23, p. 257. — Griesselich. 

Note. — According to Wood and Bache, Opium is a stimulant- 
narcotic, which when taken by a healthy person in a moderate 
dose, increases the force, fulness, and frequency of the pulse ; 
augments the temperature of the skin, irtvigorates the muscular 
system, quickens the senses, animates the spirits, and gives new 
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energy to the intellectual faculties, which it may excite even to 
intoxication or delirium. In a short time, however, this excita- 
tion subsides, a calmness of the corporeal actions, and a delight- 
ful placidity of the mind succeed, and the individual insensible 
to painful impressions, and forgetting all sources of care or 
anxiety, submits himself to a current of undefined and uncon- 
nected, but pleasing fancies ; in short, is conscious of no other 
feeling than that of a quiet and vague enjoyment, and finally in 
one-half or one hour, all consciousness is lost in sleep. In some 
persons it produces very peculiar effects, differing from its or- 
dinary actions; thus it may cause even in small quantities, rest- 
lessness, headache, and delirium, and even in large doses, it may 
cause obstinate wakefulness. Trousseau and Pidoux state that 
the Opium-sleep may be accompanied or interrupted by painful 
dreams or reveries, and at times, after it has been used for 
several days, and its use is then stopped, the patient may be ex- 
hausted by the most rebellious sleeplessness, and find it impos- 
sible to sleep for several weeks. Christison says, the effect of 
a small dose of Opium seems generally to be stimulating in the 
first instance; the action of the heart and arteries is increased, 
and a slight sense of fulness is caused in the head. In most 
persons, the stimulant effect is quite insignificant, still Christi- 
son reports the following experience, repeatedly occurring to a 
friend of Dr. Leigh. If in the evening when he felt sleepy, he 
took thirty drops of Laudanum, he was so enlivened that he 
could resume his studies; and if when the usual drowsiness 
again approached, which it did in two hours, he took one hun- 
dred drops more, he soon became so much exhilarated, that he 
was compelled to laugh, sing, and dance, the pulse being full 
and strong, the temples throbbing violently; but in no long time 
the customary torpor ensued. By small doses frequently re- 
peated, the stimulus may be kept up for a considerable time in 
some people, even jaded horsemen and horses may be made to 
finish fatiguing journeys with great apparent facility, the rider 
becoming absolutely more active and intelligent. According to 
Vogt, in the second degree of the action of Opium, there is an 
enlivening of mental faculties, especially of the passions and 
imagination, varying according to the character of the individu- 
al; the dejected becomes gay ; the timid, courageous; the en- 
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terprizing, wild and venturesome ; the religious becomes a fana- 
tic, or enthusiast; the imaginative are surrounded by number- 
less beauteous reveries ; the lover is lost in sweet dreams, and 
the gay, dance and sing, &c. According to Schmid, much de- 
pends upon the mental state of the person before taking Opium, 
if he be melancholic, quarrelsome or enraged, these passions are 
increased to the highest degree after a slight inebriation from 
Opium; but if previously contented or gay, it produces an in- 
crease of these feelings, and an imperturbable state of dreamy 
happiness ; still the pleasurable feelings are very transitory, and 
followed by a state of depression and uneasiness, so that the 
Opium-eater, in order to renew his pleasurable sensations, be- 
comes a very slave to this drug; finally, no refreshing sleep ever 
visits his eyelids, he never experiences an agreeable dream, eve- 
rything excites disgust in him, even his Opium, which alone can 
produce a remission of his sufferings, is taken with repugnance. 
According to Trinks, the effects of Opium on the mind, and es- 
pecially upon the imagination, can hardly be described with 
words ; it is a state of the clearest inward contemplation, which 
can be carried to the highest degree of clairvoyance, the imagi- 
nation producing the most delightful and enchanting ideas in 
quick succession, while the external senses are inactive, and one 
imagines himself transported from earth to the realms of ever- 
lasting bliss. De Quincey, the English Opium-eater, always 
found Opium to excite or stimulate him for upwards of eight 
hours ; it was a steady, equable glow of pleasure, introducing 
in his opinion, the most exquisite order, legislation and harmony 
of the intellectual faculties, communicating serenity and equi- 
poise to all the powers, both active and passive, a healthy re- 
storation to that state which the mind would naturally recover 
upon the removal of any deep-seated irritation, or pain that had 
disturbed and quarrelled with the impulses of a heart originally 
just and good. Opium at first seemed to De Quincey to com- 
pose what had been agitated, and to concentrate what had been 
distracted, to render the diviner part of his nature paramount, to 
put the moral affections in a state of cloudless serenity, and to 
shed over all the great light of the majestic intellect ; it often 
led him abroad in delight to public places and theatres, but he 
admits that these are not the appropriate haunts of the Opium- 
25 
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eater, when in the divinest state incident to his enjoyment. In 
that state, crowds became an oppression to him, and music even 
too sensual and gross ; he naturally sought solitude and silence 
as indispensable conditions of those trances or profoundest reve- 
ries, which he thought the crown and consummation of what 
Opium can do for man ; it happened more than once that he sat 
from sunset to sunrise, motionless, and without wishing to move. 
Ultimately, he took as much as eight thousand drops of Lauda- 
num per day, with the most direful effects, and when he reduced 
the quantity to one thousand drops, instantaneously as if by 
magic, the clouds of profoundest melancholy which had rested 
upon his brain like some black vapors, drew off in one day. 
Previously, when he lay awake in bed, vast processions passed 
along in mournful pomp ; whatever he did but think of in the 
darkness, immediately shaped themselves into phantoms of the 
eye, and were drawn out into insufferable splendor; all these 
visions were accompanied by deep-seated anxiety and gloomy 
melancholy, such as are wholly incommunicable by w r ords. He 
seemed every night to descend into chasms and sunless abysses, 
depths below depths from which it seemed hopeless that he 
could ever ascend. Nor did he by waking, feel that he had re- 
ascended; the state of gloom which attended these gorgeous 
spectacles, amounted at least to utter darkness, as of some sui- 
cidal despondency. The sense of space, and in the end, the 
sense of time, were both powerfully affected ; buildings, land- 
scapes, &c, were exhibited in proportions so vast, that the bodi- 
ly eye was not fitted to receive them; space swelled, and was 
amplified to an extent of unutterable infinity ; he seemed to have 
lived for seventy or one hundred years in one night ; the minu- 
test incidents of childhood, or forgotten scenes of later years 
were often revived ; scenes from history or romance, crowds of 
ladies, festivals, dances passed before his eyes, companies of 
centurions and roman legions, &c. Dreams of lakes, and sil- 
very expanses of water troubled him, and finally the waters 
changed their character, from transparent lakes shining like 
mirrors, they became seas and oceans. Again, a tremendous 
change, unfolding itself like a scroll through many months, be- 
came an abiding torment, and never left him until the winding 
up of his case. Hitherto, the human face had often mixed up 
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in his dreams, but not despotically, but now what may be called 
the tyranny of the human face, began to unfold itself; upon the 
rocking waters of the illusory ocean, the human face began to 
appear ; the sea appeared paved with human faces upturned to 
heaven ; faces imploring, wrathful, despairing, surged upwards 
by thousands, by myriads, by generations, by centuries, until 
his agitation was infinite, and his mind tossed and surged with 
the ocean. Again, his studies of Eastern literature made him 
tormented by dreams of oriental imagery and mythological tor- 
ture ; tropical heat and sunlight, all creatures, birds, beasts, rep- 
tiles, all trees, plants, all usages, appearances and ceremonies 
common to the East, were crowded into his illusions ; he was 
stared at, hooted at, grinned at, chattered at by monkeys, paro- 
quets and cockatoes ; he ran into pagodas, was fixed at the sum- 
mit, or in secret rooms of temples, for centuries; was trans- 
formed into an idol, or priest ; was worshipped, or sacrificed; he 
fled from the wrath of Brahma, and was waylaid by Seeva, or 
Vishnu, or Isis, &c. ; he seemed to have done a deed which the 
ibis and crocodile trembled at ; was buried for a thousand years 
in stone coffins, with mummies and sphinxes ; was kissed by 
crocodiles; or laid with all unutterable slimy things at the bot- 
tom of the Nile. Over every form of delirium, there seemed 
attached a sense of eternity and infinity, which drove him into 
an oppression as of madness. The form of the crocodile became 
as constant as formerly his torture from the human face ; he 
was forced to live with crocodiles ; if he escaped, he found him- 
self in Chinese houses with cane tables, sofas, &c, and soon all 
the feet of the tables and sofas became instinct with life; the 
abominable head of the crocodile, and his leering eyes looked 
out at him, multiplied into a thousand repetitions, while he 
seemed to stand loathing and fascinated, &c, &c. For farther 
information, the " Confessions" themselves must be consulted — 
enough has been quoted to give an outline at least, of what may 
be called Opium Dream-, or Reverie-Insanity . 

On account of the close relation between sleeplessness and 
insanity. Opium has long been used in the cure of this disease; 
but of course the experience of different physicians varies. Dr. 
Woodward says that Opium must be used from a few weeks to 
some months ; that single doses at night are rarely useful, for 
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the system must be kept under the influence of it, in doses repeat- 
ed every four or six hours. Dr. Galt cured twelve out of four- 
teen recent cases, with enormous doses of Opium, viz. : from six 
to twelve grains per dose, two or three times a day, or from one 
to three grains of morphine, three times a day — he also had Opi- 
um mixed with tobacco, smoked in pipes by his patients ; he re- 
gards his success as unexampled; still in the same year, he cur- 
ed only fifteen cases of twenty-seven recent admissions, or but 
little more than one-half. Dr. Stribling also gave large doses, 
viz., one hundred drops of Laudanum every six hours, and cur- 
ed nineteen cases out of fifty-two new admissions. According 
to Vogt, in olden times Opium was lauded in mental derange- 
ment by Van Swieten, but Cox soon proved it to exert a benefi- 
cial influence in a few particular cases only, so that justifiable 
doubts are now indulged against the reputed experience of 
Wendelstadt, Reil and others, who claim to have cured ma- 
nia by large doses of Opium, sufficient to produce sleep. Late- 
ly, Neumann has advised it in the second period of mental de- 
rangement, marked by melancholy rather than frenzy ; it is most 
useful in recent cases not connected with organic changes ; in 
deep-seated cases of hypochondria, hysteria and melancholy, it 
only affords palliative relief. Dr. Wood says, want of sleep is 
the most common cause of insanity, although this in its turn is 
generally caused by mental emotions ; all authors agree that 
inability to sleep ought never to escape careful observation ; ex- 
cessive watchfulness by day, and restlessness at night, are 
fraught with danger of insanity to most persons, especially to 
the already predisposed, and when mental derangement has al- 
ready occurred, want of sleep is one of its most distressing ac- 
companiments, and contributes greatly to aggravate and sustain 
insanity, and hence should never be neglected. Wood says, 
nothing on the whole is so effectual as Opium ; it will often most 
happily control the maniacal paroxysms, but must be given 
more freely than in the healthy state of the brain to produce 
its legitimate effects, viz., quiet and sleep; he has known pa- 
tients in states of the most violent maniacal excitement, after 
beino - put to sleep with Opium, to awake in the morning quite 
composed and rational ; mere nervous irritation, or mental dis- 
order, however violent, is often relieved by it. Still another 
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class of physicians think that narcotics with the insane, gene- 
rally if not always, act as stimulants, and exercise little or no 
influence over the sleeplessness of insanity, which they think 
generally resists all remedies, and only fairly yields when na- 
ture fairly tired out by long exertion, sinks exhausted. They 
would not dare press Opium, Conium or Hyosciamus to the point 
of producing sleep, as they imagine it would require enough to 
prove fatal. — Peters. 

CASE 59. — A man fell into a state of mental derangement, 
with frenzy, from the effects of fright and vexation. 

Symptoms.— Great fear of death, and all kinds of fancies an- 
noy him ; he sees ghosts and devils, who seek to murder him, in 
alternation with a comatose state in which he lies unconscious, 
breathes deeply, and sweats greatly. 

Treatment. — Bellad. quieted him speedily, but only tran- 
siently; Opium cured him quickly. 
Archiv, Vol. 5, part. 1, p. 97.— Sonnenbeeg. 
CASE 60. — A man, set. 84, suffered without known cause, 
from a peculiar kind of mental derangement. 

Symptoms. — He imagined that he no longer lived in his own 
house and village, but at a place some six miles distant; he 
stopped all passers by, and wished to go with them to his resi- 
dence; force he met by force, so that two persons could not pre- 
vent him from his purposes ; his face glowed from rush of blood 
to the head, and at times he did not know some of his friends in 
consequence of a comatose kind of unconsciousness ; anxiety, 
wildness ; inclination to sleep without the ability to do so ; con- 
stipation of several days duration, with meteoritic distension of 
abdomen ; retention of urine from a kind of paralytic condition 
of bladder; when smoking, he often forgets to draw upon the 
pipe ; with all his disposition to sleep, he had the most active 
wakefulness. Allopathic treatment had been used in vain. 

Treatment. — Opium, one-fourth grain in tincture form, pro- 
duced quiet night sleep, from which he awaked in full possession 
of his consciousness. 

Annals, Vol. 4, p. 331.— Schueler. 

CASE 61. — A man, set. 38, given to onanism since his twelfth 
year, fell into the extremest despair, on account of his shattered 
health, followed by perfect idiotic apathy. 
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Symptoms. — Cannot be induced to rise from his bed, lies 
quietly there, and pays so little attention to questions, that he 
must be shaken and pulled to arouse him, when with an expres- 
sion of perfect mental apathy, he always answers "yes," be it 
right or wrong ; entire want of appetite, no desire for food or 
drink; whitish coating of tongue; skin moist, pulse normal; 
urine scanty and high colored, only passed once in twenty-four 
hours. Attempts to jump out of the bed at times, is refractory 
and abusive in the evening ; at others, can only be made to sit 
up in bed by much shaking, but cannot be induced to dress him- 
self; must be pushed along ; perfect expression of idiocy ; trem- 
bling of arms and legs. 

Treatment — Cold sitz-baths, aided by Sepia and Bellad., were 
given without effect ; then Opium-tinct.-fort, in the proportion 
of two drops, divided into five powders, was given, one dose 
every evening, from the 16th Sept. to 10th Oct., when he was 
perfectly restored. 

CASE 62. — A woman, in the climacteric years, of powerful 
constitution, and subject to nodous gout, fell suddenly into a 
delirious state during the desquamative stage of erysipelas of 
face. 

Symptoms. — She sits up in bed with disturbed features, pale 
face, glistening eyes, and dishevelled hair; she speaks inces- 
santly, first in connected, then in an unconnected manner, at 
times in a low, and others in a loud, strong voice ; first she sing3, 
then laughs, or cries, or expresses herself in beautiful or obscene 
speeches ; when she becomes quiet, she either stares fixedly be- 
fore her, or buries her head under the bed-clothes ; she rumples 
or tears the pillows, so that her hands and arms are in constant 
activity. 

Treatment. — Hyosc. and Stramon. in repeated doses did not 
help ; Morph.-acet. one-sixteenth grain, every two hours, pro- 
duced quiet in two hours, and the patient awoke the next morn- 
ing with perfect consciousness. 

General Horn. Jour., Vol. 3, part 6, p. 40. — Trinks. 

Review. — Besides in the above cases, Opium was given in 
cases No. 101 and 112, and relieved the following symptoms, viz . 
Rapid flow of ideas, sleeplessness, with a kind of stupefaction, 
(coma vigil,) especially in the evening, and attended with red- 
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ness of the face and eyes ; constipation ; speaking confused stuff; 
pointing at, and fear of imaginary animal forms ; anxious starting ; 
jumping up ; frenzy, with red face ; rigid, glistening, upturned 
eyes, &c. 

The general remarks by Griesselich are corroborated by the 
individual cases. 

Doses. — It was used in the -3 dilut. ; strong tinct. : and Morph.-acet. 
one-sixteenth grain, every two hours. 

To obtain a clear view of the curative action of such an im- 
portant medicine as Opium, especially of the organs upon which 
it acts, it will be necessary to obtain more facts than are includ- 
ed in the above cases. Still the alternations between anxiety, 
fear and wild excitement, point to the organs of Caution, De- 
structiveness and Combativeness, being in state of alternating 
excitement and depression. 

24. PETROLEUM. 

General Remarks. — In anxiety, fearfulness, excited state 
of mind, scolding, want of memory. 

Chron. Diseases, Vol. 4. — Hahnemann. 

CASE 63. — A plethoric, corpulent man, aet. 50, had been for 
several months in the following state. 

Symptoms. — Irritable, fretful, constantly silent, dejected, 
close, without pleasure in his previous occupations ; heaviness, 
heat and pain in the head every morning ; violent pain in back 
and sacrum also in the morning ; spasmodic eructations ; thin, 
slimy stools, with cutting pains in abdomen ; paleness of face, 
emaciation, profuse night and morning sweats. 

Treatment. — Petrol Tu) one drop daily for several weeks, re- 
stored him perfectly. 

General Horn. Journ. Vol. 5, p. 306. — Knorre. 

25. PHOSPHOR. 

General Remarks. — Dejection; fear of being alone ; anxiety 
for the future ; disinclination to work. 

Hahnemann, Chron. Dis. Vol. 5. 

CASE 64. — A woman, set. 49, of choleric sanguine tempera- 
ment, who had been in an asylum nine years before, on account 
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of mental derangement, had again suffered in like manner for 
four weeks. 

Symptoms. — She destroys whatever she can reach ; speaks 
in a violent, authoritative manner ; spits at her attendants ; lifts 
up her clothes without shame, and kisses passionately any one 
who approaches her ; performs foolish actions, and speaks in an 
unconnected manner ; pulse but slightly quickened ; tongue 
whitish ; almost sleepless ; menses quite scanty, pale and watery. 

Treatment. — Aeon. Bellad. and Hyosc, were given without 
benefit ; after smelling Pyosphor to repeatedly, she was entirely 
restored in four weeks. 

New Archiv, Vol. 2, part. 3, p. 103. — Schmidt. 

CASE 65. — A cadet was attacked with frenzied somnambu- 
lism and had been treated in an asylum for fourteen months 
without benefit. 

Symptoms. — The paroxysms occur in his sleep and last for 
two or three hours ; he goes about with closed eyes, destroying 
whatever is in the room ; no one dared approach him ; when the 
frenzy is over he lies down, sleeps a few minutes and on waking 
knows nothing of what has transpired. 

Treatment. — Several remedies and magnetism did not benefit 
him ; then Phosphor to ^as given, one drop morning and even- 
ing, and he was cured in fourteen days. 

General Horn. Journal, Vol. 16, p. 79. — Hartung. 

Review. — In both cases the organ of destructiveness was 
excited, and in the first case that of amativeness also. 

26. platina. 

General Remarks. — The timid, silent, and anxious condi- 
tion which it causes, with fear of death, &c. points to its use 
in certain forms of melancholy. If to this we add its action 
upon the uterus, upon the sexual functions, in neuralgia, &c, we 
can easily divine its adaptation to mental derangement in females, 
especially in nymphomania and puerperal mania. 

CASE 66. — A delicate maiden, set. 19, who had suffered four 
years before with eruptions on the head and from fever and 
ague, had exhibited signs of mental derangement for three years, 
but for the last half year had menstruated regularly and grown 
stronger. She had again become deranged for sixteen days. 
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Symptoms. — She speaks almost incessantly of various things, 
at times irrationally, at others of things which came before her, 
of untrueness in love, of her teacher, and of her school-years ; 
she laughed, cried, danced, made faces, gesticulated with her 
hands, persisted obstinately in her own notions, but without be- 
coming frenzied. Her features were distorted, her eyes fixed, 
and directed upon one object ; she had no desire for food or 
drink, but devoured whatever was given her in haste. 

Treatment. — Ignatia was given without benefit ; on the third 
day she took Platina, which was repeated on the eighth day, after 
which no sign of derangement occurred until the eighteenth day ; 
but she remained quiet and taciturn ; Crocus was given without 
benefit ; on the twenty-ninth day she took Sepia, with im- 
provement on the very next day, and could be dismissed cured 
on the thirty-sixth day. 

Annals of Horn. Hospital, Vol. 2, p. 112. 

In another case (see No. 113), Platina relieved the following : 

Symptoms. — Griping pain about -umbilicus especially in the 
evening, as if one had drank unfermented beer ; notwithstand- 
ing frequent urging and pressing in the rectum he did not have 
a passage every d£y ; was obliged to expel the faeces with 
much straining ; he was forgetful, distracted, often listened at- 
tentively to what was said, but in the end knew nothing ab- 
out it ; was dejected, reflective, and had great fear of death ; 
thought himself superior to his wife. 

Review. — The organ of self-esteem seems to be affected by 
Platina, as is evident from the cases and symptoms. 

27. PULSATILLA. 

General Remarks. — It is most useful in persons of a 
bashful, lachrymose disposition, disposed to internal disquiet, 
and to silent vexation, or at least in those of a mild and 
yielding temper. 

Mat. Med. Pur. Vol. 2, p. 274. — Hahnnemann. 

CASE 67. — A woman, aet. 45, a-menstrual, had suffered for 
several weeks with mental derangement from vexation. 

Symptoms. — She is in constant anxiety, has palpitations, is 
afraid of every one, and will be seen by no one, regards every 
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body as her enemies, despairs of every thing, weeps readi- 
ly, and has no faith in any one. Her face was pale and 
sallow ; her look dull and desponding ; she had no appetite, 
but much thirst ; her limbs seemed asleep ; she was tired and 
weak, and could not sleep at night for anxiety and timidity. 

Treatment. — Pulsat. ir> one dose, restored her in a few days. 

Annals, Vol. 1, p. 62. — Rueckert. 

CASE 68. — A man, set. 30, strong, choleric, and inclined to 
drink. 

Symptoms. — Throbbing pain in the brain ; dimness of vision 
as if he were looking through a sieve ; when in the dark, or 
when he closed his eyes every variety, of frightful forms ap- 
peared to him, and at which he struck as if they were evil 
spirits, or made the sign of the cross to protect himself. 

Treatment. — Pulsat. cured him in ten days. 

Archiv, Vol. 19, part. 1, p. 89. — Sztar. 

CASE 69. — A youth, set. 16, had suffered for ten days with 
a kind of religious mania. 

Symptoms. — Eyes unsteady ; lips bluish-red, memory weak ; 
stings of conscience with regard to religion and women ; he 
has violent palpitations whenever he sees %, woman, but is filled 
with anger and disgust for them, so that he must fly in order to 
keep from injuring them ; he regards all women as bad, and 
thinks that his soul is in danger in their presence ; breathing 
short and oppressed, painful pressure on chest. 

Treatment. — He was cured in fourteen days by Pulsat. t^. 

General Horn. Journ. Vol. 13, p. 286. — Malaise. 

CASE 70. — A woman, set. 40, had suppression of her lochia 
ten days after her fifth fortunate delivery, and mania set in. 

Symptoms. — She is shy and fearful, and looks constantly 
about her ; as often as she sees a man, she hides herself under 
the bed-clothes, or jumps out of bed and hangs the sheets and 
quilts over her head ; glistening eyes, rigid look ; excessive sen- 
sitiveness of the uterine region to the slightest pressure ; the 
suppressed lochia returned at the end of eight days. 

Treatment. — Eight doses of Pulsat., restored the lochia and 
perfect health in the course of a week. 

CASE 71. — A young woman, set. 19, naturally, large, strong, 
active, lively and good natured, became desponding, suspicious 
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and taciturn during the eighth month of the first pregnancy, had 
disturbed features, and entire sleeplessness. 

Symptoms. — She looked about in the yard for her bed ; hid 
herself in a corner to escape a little gray man who wished to tear 
off her leg. 

Treatment. — Bellad. to "was given with transient benefit 
only, but Pulsat. tt quickly and permanently removed the whole 
trouble. 

Archiv, Vol. 9, part. 1, p. 113. — Bethmann. 

CASE 72. — A maiden, set. 18, of sanguine temperament, but 
who had been chlorotic several years before, and still had not 
yet menstruated, although she often had various kinds molim. 
menstrual., became dejected and tired of life after a fit of 
vexation. 

Symptoms. — Frequent frontal headache; sallowness of face, 
dark rings around the eyes ; bitter bad taste in the mouth ; dis- 
gust for meat and bread ; nausea, with pain in stomach, at times 
vomiting of bilious slimy substances ; frequent profuse bleedings 
from nose ; piercing pain in the side when coughing, with ex- 
pectoration of frothy blood ; palpitation, difficult respiration ; 
few and scanty stools ; frequent cutting pains in abdomen; 
heaviness of the legs ; feeling as if all the limbs were bruised ; 
swelling of the backs of the feet ; anxious dreams ; thinks with 
much pleasure of drowning herself; desponding, and often 
bursts into tears ; dissatisfied with every thing ; easily angered ; 
abusive ; very fearful, anxious and tired of life. 

Treatment. — Pulsat. tt brought on menstruation in a few 
days, and restored her former hilarity. 

Archiv, Vol. 12, part 3, p. 99. — Attomyr. 

CASE 73.— A robust woman, set. 20, of quiet gentle disposi- 
tion, had suffered for several years after her first confinement, 
with irregularity of the menses, and anxiety and internal rest- 
lessness, so that she did not know what to do. 

Symptoms. — Heat and congestion to the face and head ; 
headache, oppression of the heart, and pain in the small of the 
back ; sleepless nights in consequence of great anxiety, and 
anxious uneasiness in head ; does not believe that she can be 
saved and thinks that her only salvation is in constant prayer. 

Treatment. — Pulsat. in small doses relieved her in a few days. 
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Annals, Vol. 2, p. 243.— Bethmann. 

Review. — In all the cases in which Pulsat. was of essential 
benefit, we find a decided state of depression, a form of melan- 
choly marked by an anxious, scrupulous, lachrymose condition ; 
or the patient sees frightful figures, which frighten him, or be- 
lieves that he cannot be saved ; is tired of life, thinks about 
drowning, and dislikes society. 

The stings of conscience in case 69, when one approaches a 
female are peculiar and characteristic. 

In several cases the mental disease was connected with preg- 
nancy, confinement, or irregular menstruation. 

In Case 27, Pulsat. was not beneficial against symptoms 
which seemed to indicate it, but the mental disorder consisted 
in an anxious state about her affairs, belief that she must starve, 
and inclination to run away. 

DoseSi — In several instances the quantities are unfortunately not 
mentioned. 

The organ of caution is the one upon which Pulsat. seems to 
act most decidedly. Its relations to other organs, such as con- 
scientiousness, hope, marvellousness, &c, can only be settled 
by more numerous observations. 

28. PLUMBUM. 

The Lead mental- or cerebral-derangement has been so fully 
elaborated by Tanquerel, and the remedy according to homoeo- 
pathic principles promises so much in the cure of many of the 
most intractable cases of insanity, that I [Peters] have deemed 
it advisable to include Plumbum among the articles here treated 
of; it being expressly understood that the whole is but a tran- 
script and condensation from Tanquerel. 

"The cerebral lead-disease may occur in a sudden and unfore- 
seen manner, or be announced by some functional trouble of the 
brain, such as violent headache, either general or partial, and 
often limited to the forehead; these pains in the head may 
vary in their nature and intensity, and are generally accompa- 
nied by dizziness and sense of intoxication. 

"Sometimes it is preceded by wakefulness or by disturbed 
sleep, agitated and interrupted by dreams and fanciful imagin- 
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ings ; the unfortunate patients often awake suddenly full of fear, 
leap from their beds, and escape or injure themselves. 

" At other times the approach of the disease is preceded by- 
dimness of sight, tingling in the ears, blindness, squinting, di- 
latation, or contraction of the pupils ; or by a strange, astonished, 
dull or pensive look. Some patients have a great fullness or 
heaviness, with great pain in the orbits of the eyes. 

" In another class of patients the moral sensibility is deranged, 
many have presentiments of sickness, sadness, an extraordinary 
and causeless uneasiness, or become silent and indifferent to all 
the objects which surround them. Others become morose and 
weep without cause, some have their minds agitated, and change 
their place without ceasing, trying to divert their thoughts, and 
to remove themselves from the sudden and great terrors which 
beset them. Some have a stupor, an undefinable uneasiness 
from embarrassment, and slowness of ideas and motions. About 
one case in three and a half of lead mental derangement have 
some of these precursive symptoms ; still, an unusual, strange, 
astonished, dull or pensive look, taking place suddenly is the 
most common phenomenon which announces the approach of this 
disease. 

" Lead paralysis precedes the cerebral disease about once in 
four times ; severe pains in the limbs or lead colic sometimes 
cease suddenly and the lead mental disease then sets in ; it 
oftener commences in the night than the day. 

" The symptoms of lead mental disease vary very much, de- 
lirium, coma, or convulsions may recur separately or combined ;" 
in short Tangiuerel prefers a mode of describing it similar to 
that which has been adopted by authors who have written on 
mental alienation. 

1) DELIRIOUS FORM. 

This occurred eighteen times in seventy-two cases ; the de- 
lirium may be light or profound, partial or general, continued 
or remittent, and even intermittent, and be accompanied or 
not by loss of one of the senses. Finally and especially, the 
delirium may be tranquil or furious. 
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A) TRANQUIL DELIRIUM. 

" Sometimes the patient seems astonished, his features being 
at the same time immoveable and his eyes fixed ; or he seems 
absorbed in profound thought, with composed features. Tan- 
querel has seen three persons whose eyes were turned up- 
wards, with open mouth and every feature immoveable, as if 
fallen into a trance. 

" Some have a sardonic smile, or laugh without ceasing and 
without cause ; others weep frequently and have an air of sad- 
ness and melancholy impressed on the whole person. In many 
the face is gentle and benevolent, or hard and discontented ; 
some have an air of stupor, with their features weighed down 
and their eyes fixed and haggard. This state of countenance 
often varies with prodigious rapidity, so that a single person 
may offer in a few hours all the varieties of expression first 
mentioned. 

" If they be questioned about the thoughts which they have 
in connection with so varied a physiognomy, they will answer 
at random ; it will be seen that their words, and consequently 
their thoughts, are entire strangers to the expression of their 
countenances. At first the patient may reply like a sane 
man, and in such a way that one is often in doubt whether there 
is really any mental disease. But let the physician pursue 
the conversation, passing rapidly from one idea to another, and 
the patient will suddenly become wandering, and put together 
words and phrases without meaning ; but soon he returns, es- 
pecially if aided, to a succession of rational ideas, still by- 
and-bye the delirium will return again. Sometimes the patient 
wanders every few moments ; at others not for hours, or even for 
a day, and in the interval is perfectly rational." These varia- 
tions of physiognomy and speech, and singular union of reason- 
able and wandering ideas are so frequent that it occurred to 
Tangiuerel to establish the diagnosis of lead mental disease 
upon them, and with success. 

" Some patients, when questioned, do not reply immediately ; 
they seek for expressions, use one word for another, or again 
their reply may be correct ; they do not always look towards the 
questioner ; sometimes they do not appear to understand what is 
said to them, and it may be necessary then to speak very loud, 
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to arouse them gently and fix their attention ; sometimes they 
use the same word or words in answer to the most varied 
questions. 

" If left alone they very often speak to themselves, call their 
neighbors or absent persons ; some reply to all that speak, or 
all that they imagine they hear speak around them. Their speech 
is very often free and the voice clear ; but some murmur unintel- 
ligible words between their teeth, or else their voice is so much 
weakened, that their words cannot be understood. They have 
periods of entire silence, and some of talking ; alternately gay 
or sad, loquacious or silent, or delirious. The subject of the 
delirium varies much, and often has no predominant character, 
still it often has been observed that the same idea returns with 
several fits of talking, and then the subject of the wandering 
changes. 

" Some patients throw about their arms, uncover themselves, 
wish to go away, not recognising the place in which they are ; 
leave their own beds to lie in another's ; throw themselves against 
the furniture which they meet, and know but imperfectly the 
persons around them, although they generally return to their 
beds with the aid of their keepers, and without resistance. 

" Some have a slight trembling of the arms and muscles of 
the face, find difficulty in using their limbs, or in speaking and 
stutter. 

" Hallucinations of sight and hearing, have been observed in 
some ; many think that they see frightful objects which cause 
them to leap from their beds ; others hear delightful music, 
which charms away their weariness ; one patient imagined that 
he saw a woman come every morning to provoke him, placing 
herself sometimes before, sometimes behind him, and saying the 
most insulting things to him ; one day he impatiently seized the 
poles which supported his curtains, thinking to catch this wo- 
man ; all this he related with a tone of calm assurance and be- 
lief." 

b) furious lead delirium. 
"In this variety, the eyes are often wide open, threatening, 
furious, or haggard; the features contracted, and excitement 
marks every act of the patient. 



390 



NERVOUS DISEASES AND MENTAL DERANGEMENT. 



" They cry, vociferate, swear, threaten, storm, tear their gar- 
ments, break the bonds which hold them in bed. run in other 
rooms, attack the people they meet on their way, try to beat, 
tear, and bite them, and address them with the grossest invec- 
tives. If they are not restrained, they continue to enact the 
most violent manoeuvres ; some cast themselves from the windows 
or throw themselves against the walls or furniture with such vio- 
lence as to destroy life. If a straight-jacket is put on, their fury 
is redoubled, they stamp their feet, agitate their limbs, suddenly 
rise in a convulsive, or tetanic manner, stiffen themselves, and 
display a strength which can only be overcome by three or four 
men. 

" Once chained, they often grind their teeth, spit at their as- 
sistants, call for scissors or knives, tear at their bonds, and ex- 
haust themselves in vain efforts. Constraint agitates and enra- 
ges some, who become calm when unbound ; sometimes the pain 
produced by blisters, produces the same excitement. In many, 
this furious delirium is accompanied by a spasmodic contraction 
of the muscles of the face, rolling of the eyes, grinding of the 
jaws, jerking of the tendons, or trembling of the limbs. 

" Terrors, visions, and hallucinations, often besiege the minds 
of these persons ; some cry, weep, lament like children, because 
they imagine they see pistols pointed at their heads to kill them ; 
they supplicate and implore help to remove these causes of de- 
spair. Some abuse the nurse, whom they imagine has been sent 
to poison them, they then may touch the medicine, but suddenly 
repulse it with great violence. An old soldier thought he saw a 
regiment of cavalry ready to attack him ; some think they have 
destroyed themselves, by throwing themselves /rom a more or 
less elevated place, &c. 

" These patients in general talk much, have an incoherent as- 
sociation of words and ideas, and their speech is reprimanding, 
abrupt, stuttering, and often unintelligible. They may have 
convulsive agitation of the muscles of the larynx ; talking and 
fury generally return in simultaneous fits ; from some minutes 
to hours, or days and nights may pass in this furious state ; then 
a short calm ensues, but the fury soon returns. 

" The face is usually of an earthy yellow, and is sometimes 
slightly flushed, but has not that warm coloring which is gene- 
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rally remarked in inflammations of the brain. Sometimes the 
tongue and teeth present appearances which might be thought 
to indicate typhoid fever ; the mouth may become dry, the tongue 
furred, chapped, or trembling, while blackish sordes cover the 
teeth and gums ; if the pulse be accelerated and irregular, and 
the body be covered with sweats, it would be easy to mistake 
this state for that of a grave fever of bad character. 

" The delirium may remain incomplete for some hours or days, 
and then consist only of an illusion of the external senses, and 
an incoherence of ideas, which produces a singular confusion in 
the names of persons and places ; but as soon as the delirium is 
completely developed, it proceeds with an incredible irregulari- 
ty ; it exalts and increases, then diminishes in intensity from 
one moment to another, without any order ; there may be remis- 
sions marked by a certain lucidness of ideas, but a sudden at- 
tack of violent delirium is apt to return. From time to time, 
the patients are affected with drowsiness, as if asleep, but this 
somnolent state does not last long, usually after a few minutes 
or an hour, the delirium returns ; the disease is characterized by 
this alternate delirium and drowsiness ; a long duration of som- 
nolency, if it does not become comatose, is of good augury. 
The whole disease is apt to commence with tranquil delirium ; 
soon fits of fury are added ; finally somnolency occurs, and de- 
lirium succeeds it at longer or shorter intervals ; at length true 
sleep follows, and the patient is almost restored to reason — from 
this time on, the tendency to sleep is strong, and almost irre- 
sistible ; finally he seems merely fatigued, his limbs ache, and 
he has an expression of surprise.'' 

Enough has been quoted to convince every Homoeopathist of 
the great importance of lead as a remedy against insanity — and 
Dana's translation of Tanquerel on Lead-diseases is easily 
to be obtained by every American and English physician. It 
only remains for me to add, that Plumbum should be faithfully 
tried in obstinate and chronic cases of mental derangement/ 
there is literally little or no hope from the ordinary allopathic 
and homoeopathic remedies. The best old school authorises 
concur in admitting, that in cases of insanity of more than 
twelve months' standing, the probability of recovery is less than 
one in four. The mean of recoveries from mental derangement of 
26 
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all ages, is from thirty-three to forty-seven per cent., leaving 
fifty-three to sixty-seven per cent, to become incurable and 
chronic — here is a large field for the use of Plumbum. Esqui- 
rel in 2005 cases, had 604 recover during the first year ; 497 
during the second year ; only 86 in the third year, and only 41 
cases in the seven following years, leaving 777 cases, or about 
30 per cent., entirely and hopelessly uncured. In March, 1844, 
in the Hanwell Asylum, of 984 cases, only 30 were regarded as 
curable. Shall nothing be done for these numerous sufferers ? 

If there be some or any truth in the homoeopathic law, Plum- 
bum should prove useful in some of these chronic intractable 
cases, especially as no organic disease is generally present in 
them, for it may be asserted without fear of contradiction, that 
no pathologist could in nine-tenths .of the cases of mental de- 
rangement which prove fatal, take upon himself to say whether 
the person examined had been of sound mind during life, or not. 

Again, the Paralysis of the Insane is generally regarded as 
incurable. Plumbum is also homoeopathic here. 

Again, Epilepsy is the most common form of convulsions by 
which the brain manifests the deleterious action exercised upon 
it by lead. Tanq.uerel has observed thirty-six cases of lead 
epilepsy — the connection between mental derangement and con- 
vulsions is well known, and the difficulty of effecting cures in 
such cases is equally public. Woodward says, that " Stramo- 
nium is most useful in cases of insanity, coupled with epilepsy ; 
it does not cure, but often the symptoms are greatly diminished 
in force and frequency by it; in some cases, the epileptic attacks 
are entirely suspended by it." From the known tendency of 
Lead to produce paralysis, and its consequent antagonism to 
convulsions, it has often been a source of astonishment, that old 
school physicians have not more frequently tried it in convulsive 
disorders. 

Finally, Lead produces a form of idiocy similar to that which 
succeeds mania or monomania ; but lead-idiocy has this pecu- 
liarity, that its intensity varies in an extraordinary manner, 
from moment to moment, from day to day. To-day the patient 
is careless and indifferent to all that passes around him, lies im- 
movably in his bed, his face dull and without expression ; to- 
morrow he will be bright, pleased, and grateful ; but on the third 
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day, this amelioration disappears, and the patient returns to his 
vegetative life. Hence it might render a fixed idiocy, mobile 
and transient. 

23. RHUS-TOXICODENDRON. 

CASE 74. — A maiden, set. 18, rather short and thick set; 
somewhat crooked, -with the spine bent to the right side, in con- 
sequence of a fall, when a child of nine months old. 

As a child, and occasionally now, she had eruptions upon the 
scalp; had had measles, scarlet fever, and small pox; learnt 
rapidly in school ; had not yet menstruated. Three years ago, 
after a fright, she was taken with heaviness in the forehead, and 
eight days after, showed signs of mental derangement ; did not 
wish her mother to look at her, was mistrustful, and had a dis- 
like for all company; at times would come in from the street, 
thinking that everybody looked at her very strangely or curious- 
ly ; then would sit quite alone ; her eyes were dim and sensitive 
to light. 

This kind of attack had occurred three times, had always 
lasted six weeks, but this time had already continued eight 
weeks, but without being attended with the affection of the eyes. 

Symptoms. — She often weeps without cause, imagines that 
people talk about her, that she does not earn or deserve any- 
thing ; acts childishly ; heaviness of the head ; if she lies with it 
low she has throbbing in the temple of the side on which she 
lies ; diarrhoea easily excited by cold ; cough for eight days, es- 
pecially on lying down, with piercing pain in epigastrum ; cold- 
ness of hands and feet ; frequent rumbling in the bowels. 

Treatment. — Bellad. to was given for fifteen days without 
benefit ; then Rhus to? and in six days more, her mother report- 
ed her as '. entirely different, as almost well; she was only some- 
what reflective after going to church. During the three months 
more that she was under observation, she remained quite well. 

H. Hartlaub. — Private cases. 

29. SECALE-CORNUT. 

General Remarks. — The very numerous observations which 
have been made with Ergot, leave no doubt but that it is a very 
powerful remedy, which may prove very useful in mental disor- 
ders. 
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Secale is a decided spinal remedy, and may effect great good 
in mental diseases, when connected with paralysis and paralytic 
states, intermixed with cramps, especially where corresponding 
disturbances are found in the sexual system. Guislain regards 
it as a remedy against nymphomania ; it should also be borne in 
mind in those mental derangements of men which arise from ex- 
cessive losses of semen, in the melancholy of onanists, and of 
those who suffer from diurnal pollutions. 

Hygea, Vol. 23, p. 263. — Griesselich. 

30. sepia. 

General Remarks. — Dejection of spirits, and weeping; 
melancholy and sadness ; anxiety, in the evening in bed ; disin- 
clination to labor, indifference towards his family. 

Hahnemann, Chron. Diseases, Vol. 5. 

It was given, but without farther remarks, in cases No. QQ, 
100, 105, 106. 

In case 66, after using Platina, the following state remained : 

Symptoms. — She is taciturn, scarcely speaks a word without 
being aroused to it ; sits for hours with her knitting ; always an- 
swers correctly, but very abruptly. 

Treatment. — After taking Sepia, she was better, even on 
the next day, and was soon completely restored. 

31. DATURA-STRAMONIUM. 

General Remarks. — a) I speak from experience when I 
proclaim the great virtues of Stramonium, when used homoeopa- 
thically against natural mental diseases, similar to those excited 
by it. 

Hahnemann, Mat. Med. Pur. Vol. 3, p. 288. 
b) From the effects of Stramonium, the illusions before the 
eyes always appear dark colored, while from the full effects of 
Bellad., they are always fiery and shining. Finally, and which 
I regard as most important, and hitherto too much neglected,, 
the patient under the influence of Bellad., in the majority of in- 
stances, is in a joyous state of mind : or even when he is de- 
pressed, the illusions do not strike him with fear and fright, as 
those excited with Stramon., do. 
Hygea, Vol. 4, p .115. — Kurtz. 
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c) The excitement of fear is undoubtedly a predominant effect 
of Stramon. 

The remarkable mobility, haste, and precipitancy which is 
manifest in the Stramonium disease, is worthy of attention ; the 
mental disorder is marked by an unusual agility. 

Hygea, Vol. 23, p. 254. — Griesselich. 

Note. — d) A man was induced to drink some wine in which 
Stramonium seeds were steeped ; he was then robbed, and became 
unconscious for twenty-four hours ; he was found wandering in 
the woods, delirious and incoherent, with staring eyes and op- 
pressed breathing, and was regarded as a madman for some time. 
In another case, observed by Dr. Traill, the patient had a 
flushed face and glistening eyes, with incoherent speech, so that 
his friends supposed him to be intoxicated ; subsequently he fell 
into a strain of incessant, unconnected talking, like one dement- 
ed. Dr. Droste, from infusion of 125 seeds, saw delirium fol- 
lowed by fatal coma. Duguid reports the case of a man who 
drank a decoction of three thorn-apples ; he was seized with 
great vertigo almost immediately, with stammering, and general 
torpor for seven hours, from which he aroused in a furious deli- 
rium. Frank saw a man become deranged for eighteen days, 
after taking a large quantity. 

The effects of Stramonium on children, have been more fre- 
quently observed. Fowler saw a little girl, who had swallowed 
one and one-half drachms of the seeds, become maniacal in less 
than two hours, with spectral illusions, interrupted by some in- 
tervals of lethargic sleep. Another child, besides other symp- 
toms, was remarkable from assuming an attitude and expression 
as if about to tumble into a fit. Vicat and Swatne observed 
furious delirium in two cases. In three children treated by 
Alibert, there was delirium, restlessness, constant incoherent 
talking, dancing and singing, attended with fever, and flushing 
of the face. Young witnessed some convulsions in one case. 
Kaauw Boerhaave has reported with great minuteness, the 
case of a young girl, who was induced by a human fiend to take the 
powder of Stramonium in coffee, in order to seduce her ; the ef- 
fects were, redness of the face, delirium, nymphomania, loss of 
speech, fixing of the eyes, tremors, convulsions, and coma. Rust 
gives a case of a child with spasmodic closing of the eyes and 
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jaws, spasms of the back, and complete coma. Dr. Duffin's 
child, set. 2 years, swallowed about 100 seeds without chewing 
them ; she soon became fretful, like a person intoxicated, her face 
was flushed, pupils dilated, speech incoherent, she had wild spec- 
tral illusions, and furious delirium, followed by spasms of the 
throat, and croupy breathing, coma, with violent spasmodic agi- 
tation of the limbs, occasional tetanic convulsions, &c. A girl, 
ffit. 4 years, ate a few seeds ; soon had noises in her ears, and 
sleeplessness ; she sang, wept, and spoke confused nonsense in- 
cessantly ; her eyes were lively ; pupils dilated and insensible 
to light ; she snatched continually in the air as if to grasp 
something ; she was unable to stand, her knees knocked together, 
and she staggered and fell about like one drunk. A boy, aged 5 
years, ate more than a drachm of the seeds ; in an hour he was 
much excited, and rather delirious, clinging to the woman who 
had him on her lap, under the seeming fear of some pressing 
danger ; his pulse was 120, face flushed, eyes brilliant, pupils 
dilated, and he had convulsive movements of the limbs and neck, 
with frothing at the mouth. After evacuant treatment, the 
symptoms were relieved, except the tossing of the limbs, which 
increased, with great flushing of the face ; his skin was intensely 
red ; a state of extreme vigilance succeeded that of terror, and 
lasted for a day or two. Ten children, from seven to fourteen 
years of age, ate of the seeds ; they all became deranged and 
furious, and fell into a state of persistent insomnia ; at first they 
had an extreme aversion to liquids, but afterwards drank with 
avidity. Meigs observed a girl, sat. 2 years, who had taken a 
large quantity of the seeds ; very soon, singular symptoms set 
in, viz., gaiety, delirium, hallucinations, disordered vision, red- 
ness of the face, more intense than that of the most confluent 
scarlet fever, &c. 

Wood and Bache say, that it causes vertigo, headache, dim- 
ness or perversion of vision, confusion of thought, delirium, and 
a kind of intoxication ; inclination to sleep is sometimes but not 
uniformly induced ; the delirium is sometimes of the furious, and 
sometimes of a whimsical character. Vogt asserts that it cau- 
ses a similar affection of the brain and senses, with the same 
great congestion towards the head, like that caused by Bellad., 
but that the Stramonium delirium is much more apt to be at- 
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tended with spasms. Trousseau and Pidoux state, that large 
doses caused vertigo, slight stupor, disordered vision, agitation, 
spasms, furious or gay, or sad delirium, continual hallucinations, 
obstinate insomnia, and high fever ; the delirium and blindness 
may last for some days or weeks ; the delirium is at times gay, 
at others sad, but is always accompanied by singular hallucina- 
tions, and fantastic visions — hence in old times, Stramonium re- 
ceived the name of Herbe aux sorciers, or Herbe au diable, and 
because it was used by pretended magicians to intoxicate, and 
produce fantastic illusions in those superstitious persons who 
wished to witness their incantations, or assist at the so-called 
witches-SABBAT. Christison says, on account of its intoxi- 
cating properties, it was once used extensively in Germany, to 
cause loss of consciousness and lethargy, preparatory to the com- 
mission of various crimes. Gmelin informs us that it was 
used by prostitutes and thieves to put persons asleep, in order 
to violate or rob them ; by procuresses to take away from their 
noviciates all sense of natural shame ; by old whore-mongers, to 
seduce young maidens ; by criminals, to render their watchers 
insensible ; by false wives, to prevent their husbands from de- 
tecting their misdeeds ; in short, for exactly the same purposes 
that gin, whiskey and Opium are used in England and other 
countries. On account of its specific action on the sexual sys- 
tem, it was also used to cause illusory pleasures in silly lovers, 
and in the composition of love-philtres. Finally, in the French 
law annals, there is the record of a band of thieves, called En- 
dormeurs, who operated by mixing powdered seeds of Stramo- 
nium with tobacco, to be smoked in pipes, with which they plied 
their victims until stupid and delirious. 

It seems very singular in the face of the hot opposition to 
Homoeopathy, that a drug like Stramonium should be used in 
mental derangement by old school physicians; still it was intro- 
duced into general practice by the celebrated Storck of Vienna, 
as particularly beneficial in mania ; his original recommendation 
in 1762 was founded upon two cases : 

1st Case. — A young girl, aet. 12, had been deranged for two 
years ; she took one demi-grain of Ext. Stramonium, night and 
morning, with improvement in the course of three weeks ; it r 
was continued for two months more, and the dose very slightly 
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increased ; she gradually and perfectly recovered her reason in 
that time. 

2d Case. — A woman, set. 40 odd years, had had vertigo for 
two years, and gradually became deranged, with occasional par- 
oxysms of frenzy. Dose, one grain of Extract, gradually in- 
creased to three grains, once a day ; decided improvement in 
four days, and perfect restoration of intelligence in a month. 
She died some time after, and the brain was found infested with 
hydatids, yet she had had no return of mania after taking Stra- 
monium. 

These cases led Storck to use the memorable words which so 
often have given comfort and courage to Hahnemann and his 
disciples : " Si Stramonium turbando mentem adfert insaniam 
sanis, au non licet experiri, nun insanien tibus et mente captis 
turbando, mutandoque ideas, et sensorium commune adferret 
mentem sanam et convulsis tolleret contrario motu convulsiones. 
See Storck libell. de Aconito, Stramon. et Hyosciam. Vindob. 
Wood and Bache say that, subsequent observations have con- 
firmed Storck's estimate of Stramonium in mania, and that 
numerous cases are on record, in which benefit has accrued from 
it. Vogt says it was found useful by Storck, Schmalz and 
Barton, especially when the attack of mania was caused by 
mental influences, and appeared in paroxysms, separated by lucid 
intervals — said to be more frequently useful than Bellad. Trous- 
seau says, a sufficiently great number of facts confirm the utility 
of Stramon. against mania ; Schneider slowly cured a lady, 
set. 50, with demonomaniac melancholy ; also a lady deranged 
after confinement ; Bernard saw an accidental cure of a chronic 
mania, also, in a lady after confinement ; she took some of the 
seeds through inadvertence, had all the signs of severe poison- 
ing, and was thus cured. Amelung cured four cases of acute 
mania after the first violence of the symptoms had been subdued 
by other means. The experience and reasoning of Moreau of 
Tours, is similar to that of Storck and Hahnemann, he says 
he uses it in monomania with hallucinations, because Stramon. 
causes hallucinations, and imagines that it cures these in the 
same manner as many local irritating remedies cure irritations of 
the eye, skin, urethra, &c. Bayle collected fifty-five cases of 
mania, treated by Storck, Schmalz, Razoux, Beef, Meyer, 
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Obdelius, Durande, Maret, Bergius, Gtreding, Schnei- 
der, Bernard, and Amelung ; a considerable majority were 
either cured or relieved ; still Pereira thinks that the cases in 
which it proves of service are very rare, while those in which it 
will prove injurious, will be found very common ; while Cullen 
admits that he has not, and doubts if any other person has 
learned to distinguish the cases in which it is proper to use it. 
With the hints derived from Storck, Hahnemann, and Mo- 
reau, we add those derived from Woodward, of the Worcester 
Asylum ; he says that Stramonium acts favorably in some ca- 
ses, and disappoints in others, but it is most useful in cases com- 
plicated with epilepsy ; it may not cure, but often the symptoms 
will be greatly diminished in severity and frequency, while in 
some cases, the epileptic attacks will be entirely suspended ; 
still we have seen that Vogt says Stramon. is more apt to cause 
convulsions than Bellad., and in the cases of poisoning, we have 
quoted, attacks of convulsions were quite frequent. Again, ac- 
cording to Wendt, Stramon. stands in a near specific relation 
to the nerves of the sexual organs, and in large doses, causes 
insatiable increase of lust and shameless lasciviousness, which 
effects may be regarded as characteristic of its action, as that of 
Phosphor, or Cantharides ; still Wendt, who was no homceopa- 
thist, found it especially useful in mental diseases, arising from 
disorder of the sexual functions, from onanism, excess in sexual 
congress, &c, actually cured a case of nymphomania with it. 
— Peters. 

CASE 75.— A woman, set. 62, had been deranged during her 
confinement with her first child, and had had four more repeti- 
tions of mental disease ; the last time after an interval of health 
of six years' duration ; eight days before her last sickness she 
had an attack of chills, which were repeated on the outbreak of 
the mental disease, six days ago. 

Symptoms. — She sits in bed and speaks incessantly and vehe- 
mently, sometimes for a quarter of hour at a time ; wishes to 
escape ; then she will sit perfectly quiet for three or four hours 
together ; occasionally she supports her head upon her hand, as 
if she had pain in it ; complains of her abdomen ; costive ; urine 
passed unvoluntarily at times ; sleeps but little ; but eats and 
drinks. 
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Treatment. — She received two doses of Bellad. ^o-, one-third 
of a drop per dose, in the course of forty-eight hours, without 
evident benefit ; the paroxysms of mania became so violent that 
she was put into a straight-jacket, and required several men to 
watch her. Then Stramonium was given in like doses, four 
times, at intervals of four days. The first dose was soon follow- 
ed by an aggravation lasting three and a half hours, succeeded 
by perfectly clear, healthy understanding for two hours ; the 
next day, there were several violent paroxsms of no long dura- 
tion, but interrupted by quiet sleep and lucid intervals ; actual 
complaints about pains in the head and abdomen now occurred, 
also cough with pain in the epigastrium. After the second dose 
there only remained hastiness, timidity, anxiety, and timid 
look. After the third dose, she was able to go out, and several 
days after the fourth dose no trace of the disease remained. 

H. Hartlaub, Private communications. 

CASE 76. — A man, set. 42, previously affected with Lues, 
was attacked with erysipelas of the face, after taking cold, 
and this was succeeded by congestion to the head, obstinate 
costiveness and mental derangement. 

Symptoms. — In the evening he becomes restless, and busies 
himself with spirits which seem to come to his bed ; he grasps 
after a sword, strikes about him with it, in order to drive a devil 
out of the room who is seeking to attack him ; this conduct lasts 
the whole night ; but early in the morning and during the day 
he is rational. His face is red, eyes glistening, thirst very 
great, abdomen moderately distended, and sexual desire much 
aroused. 

Treatment.— Hyosc. was given without benefit ; after taking 
Stramon. he was restored to quiet sleep and to his previous 
mental powers. 

Annals, Vol. 1, p. 230— Trinks. 

CASE 77.— A man, set. 26, of sanguine temperament, fell 
into mania, after a fright. 

Symptoms.— He speaks incessantly of incomprehensible and 
foolish things ; first he sits down, then he stands up ; or kneels 
down, and braces himself with great power against the wall ; ex- 
tends his hands alternately, directly before himself, or puts 
his finger upon his mouth; he tears his clothes, and breaks 
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his bonds with inconceivable rapidity ; does not answer ques- 
tions, and avoids the eyes of others ; his pupils were contract- 
ed, his eyes dull and sunken. 

Treatment. — Stramon. 3 and 6 cured him in three weeks. 

Archiv, Vol. 19, part 1. p. 92.— Sztar. 

CASE 78. — A puerperal woman, with natural flow of lochia, 
and regular state of all her functions, with the exception of 
an excessive flow of milk, became perfectly deranged ; she talked 
of the most silly and confused stuff, which no one could under- 
stand, &c. 

Treatment. — Stramon. 9, taken for many days, both night and 
morning, cured her radically. 

General Horn. Journ., Vol. 2. p. 114. — Kretzshmar. 

CASE 79. — A miss, aet. 30, of delicate frame and timid, 
desponding nature, became melancholic after a fright. 

Symptoms. — She was exceedingly concerned and dejected ; 
believed that she was not worthy of eternal salvation, because 
she could not accomplish the tasks she undertook in the evening ; 
she wished to have several lights in the room, and begged ear- 
nestly that she might not be left alone ; her nights were sleep- 
less, and spent in praying and weeping ; sometimes she answered 
questions, at other, she did not speak, but brooded silently, and 
was frightened by the slightest noise ; when urged, she took 
food ; her head and forehead were hot, pupils dilated, pulse 
weak and quick. 

Treatment. — Stramon. 3, at first one drop per dose, night and 
and morning ; then one dose at night only, cured her in four- 
teen days. 

Hygea, Vol. 20, p. 231.— Mayerhofer. 

CASE 80. — A young, volatile man, set. 22, had already had 
three attacks of mental derangement, which lasted under allo- 
pathic treatment, from five to eight weeks. 

Symptoms. — Great bodily restlessness ; confusion of memory ; 
alternations of heat of the face and coldness of the body, then 
anxiety and thirst; frequent flushing of the face, with fixed 
look ; dejection, weeping and fear of death ; stuttering and 
lisping before he could utter a few words ; constant coldness 
of the feet ; restless anxious sleep, with wonderful illusions ; 
fear of mad animals and black dogs. 
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Treatment.— This fourth attack, was cured by Stramon. 15, 
in the course of twenty-four hours. 

Annals, Vol. 3, p. 270. — Bethmann. 

CASE 81.— An emaciated man, set. 48, awoke from sleep 
three weeks ago with signs of mania. 

Symptoms. — Loud laughing ; he makes leaps like those of 
a rope-dancer, it seemed as if he floated upon the tips of his 
toes ; is irritable like one who has not slept enough. 

Treatment. — First Camphor, as antidotal to previous allo- 
pathic treatment ; then he was cured with Stramon. 3, in four 
weeks. 

Archiv, Vol. 19, part. 1, p. 88. 

CASE 82. — A man, set. 36, had been deranged for several 
months. 

Symptoms. — He imagines that he lies in a vault, confesses, 
prays, and wishes to be killed ; laughs as if he were tickled ; 
wishes to be kissed by every one ; accuses his wife of unfaith- 
fulness to him; he scolds, strikes furiously about him, and can- 
not be held by his watchers ; he looks upon his attendants as 
dogs, and barks at them in order to make himself understood 
by them ; he speaks Jewish-German, which he never did before, 
and believes that his house is surrounded by wagons full of Jews 
and geese, who expose their posteriors to him, and thus render 
him furious. He is pale, eats nothing, and does not sleep ; con- 
stant twitching of the facial muscles ; he pushes his thumbs 
between his fingers. 

Treatment. — Was treated allopathically without avail, and 
then cured by Stramon. -jina few days. 

Archiv, Vol. 16, part. 2, p. 81. — Schellhamer. 

Besides in the above cases, Stramon. was used in cases No. 14, 
38, 94, 98, 101, 102, 103, 109 and 110. 

An old lady, had restless nights for six weeks, with visions ; 
it seemed as if strange persons entered the room, commenced 
various indifferent employments, and came so near to her that 
she became very much frightened and could not stay in bed. 
Well in six days. — Becker. 

A man of 60, of maniacal family, hypochondriacal for several 
years, always preceded by great excitement, in which he effect- 
ed his business with great haste, would not bear contradiction, 
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had no rest, made disturbance and lost his sleep — this state 
generally lasted two-months, and was then followed by great re- 
laxation, inactivity, grief about his affairs, which were quite 
brilliant— excitement attended with full quick pulse, strong 
palpitation and congestion to the head. 

Stramonium continued for several weeks, relieved the excite- 
ment, and the depression did not follow, he remained well for a 
year, when a slight renewal was quickly relieved by Stramo- 
nium. — SOBERNHEIM. 

Review. — Of thirteen cases, treated by Stramon, seven were 
males and six females, of various ages. Among the causes of 
the attacks relieved by Stramon. were the puerperal state, in 
cases No. 75 and 78 ; previous facial erysipelas in No. 76 ; and 
fright in cases 77 and 79. 

As to the form of mania cured or relieved by Stramon., that 
with much excitement is the most common ; but attended with 
scolding and endeavors to destroy, in cases 77 and 82 only ; 
more frequently we find constant talking, preposterous laugh- 
ing, silly actions, disquiet, inclination to run or go away, but 
differing from the constant impulse to escape on account of 
anxiety; visions of spirits and ghosts, and contests with them, or 
of animals ; sexual excitement, the patient wishing to be kissed, 
and making improper speeches ; great muscular activity, hop- 
ping and jumping. 

A depressed state of mind occurred only in cases No. 79 
and 80, in the form of dejection, fear of being alone, brooding 
and feeling unworthy of salvation. 

both these states of excitement and depression occurred in 
alternation in case No. 75. 

Erroneous impressions about oneself, and others occurred 
in No. 82. 

But few physical derangements occurred in connection with 
the mental disorder. 

In several of the cases Bellad, or Veratrum had removed 
the state of great excitement, after which Stramon. was given 
with great benefit. 

It was useless, or only transiently useful in cases marked 
by great anxiety, fear, suspicion, and against melancholy 
from mortified self-esteem. See cases No. 90, 72 and 6. 



404 NERVOUS DISEASES AND MENTAL DERANGEMENT. 

Of the fourteen cases, five were cured by one dose of Stra- 
mon. ; nine required repeated doses. 

The size of the curative dose varied very much, from the 
second to the thirtieth potency. 

The action of Stramon. extends to several organs of the 
brain, although but traces of this are to be found in the above 
cases ; it acts upon amativeness; destructiveness ; caution; 
wonder, and imitation. 

32. SULPHUR. 

General Remarks. — a) Against timidity ; inconsolableness 
about every action, which is regarded as wrong ; religious fixed 
ideas ; paroxysms of anxiety. 

Hahnemann, Chron. Dis., Vol. 5. 

b) This much we can assume from what is known of the 
action of Sulphur, that it will not prove curative against men- 
tal disorders originating in the brain — and that it will prove 
most useful in chronic cases. 

Experience has taught many of us that Sulphur is exceed- 
ingly useful in chronic affections in which the mental powers 
are clouded and perverted, without there being actual mental 
derangement, but much fear of company, despair of recovery, 
fancies about disease, calamity, care and want ; Sulphur seems 
to unbind the chains of despondency and false fears in which 
the mind has been cramped. — Griesselich. 

CASE 83. — A woman, set. 40, a brunette, tall, thin and fre- 
quently the subject of melancholy, which had increased very 
much for the last few months, during which her menses had 
been suppressed. 

Symptoms. — Violent headache, severe pressure as if the brain 
were walled in ; eyes dull, face pale, oppression in the epi- 
gastric region ; stools white and hard ; anxious state of mind 
and fears about her condition ; imagined that she must starve, 
fears the ruin of her household, goes about wringing her hands, 
and seeks to escape ; frequent chills. 

Treatment. — Pulsatilla was given without benefit ; after 
taking Sulph. tt, the melancholy soon passed away and her 
menses returned again. Calc. was given to complete the cure. 

Annals, Vol. 3, p. 156. — Tietze. 



SULPHUR. — TABACUM. — VERATRUM-ALBUM. 405 

33. TABACUM. 

General Remarks. — Whoever studies the effects of Tobacco 
will not fail to perceive that this drug, almost entirely neglected 
as it is by physicians of present times, must possess unusual 
powers in mental diseases, for its relations to the brain are both 
striking and characteristic. 

The Tobacco mental derangement commences with simple 
hypochondriac mood, increases to melancholy and dejection, 
passes over into mania in which the patient acts without con- 
trol, sings, cries and appears almost frenzied. 

It is remarkable how deranged persons long for Tobacco ; 
each morsel is a god-send to them. 

Hygea, Vol. 23, p. 252. — Griesselich. 

34. VERATRUM-ALBUM.] 

General Remarks. — a) The powers possessed by this re- 
medy of benefitting or curing almost one-third of all the de- 
ranged confined in asylums, has not been suspected by physi- 
cians, because they did not know which particular forms of 
mental derangement to treat with it. 

Mat. Med. Pur., Vol. 3, p. 326.— Hahnemann. 

b) It is useful against great restlessness and excitement, 
screaming and constant laughing in the midst of irrational and 
mostly incomprehensible talking, fear of strange persons, run- 
ning about, attempting to escape, &c. 

General Horn. Journ., Vol.19, p. 21. — Knorre. 

CASE 84. — A [woman, set. 30, fell into such a state of 
frenzy, fourteen days after confinement, that she had to be 
bound. 

Symptoms. — She did not sleep, but babbled incessantly ; 
when she heard the clocks strike, or similar noises, she became 
quite silly, and danced about until she was obliged to keep 
quiet ; slept but little and awoke in fright ; wild look, and a pe 
culiar irregular quickness of speech. 

Treatment. — Veratrum, at first three doses, and then one per 
day, cured her ; various new symptoms arose during the treat 
ment. 

Radmacher, Vol. 10, p. 823. 

CASE 85. — A man, set. 60, of quiet melancholic tempera- 
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ment, had one or two attacks of mental derangement per year ; 
two of his brothers were subject to like attacks. 

Symptoms. — He drives all his family out of the house ; ima- 
gined that the sun turned around the earth ; had paroxysms 
of fear of death, groaning, restlessness and despair ; also of 
confusion and absence of mind, and which led him into the most 
senseless actions. 

Treatment. — Verat. rr, one drop soon restored him to health. 
— Knorre. 

CASE 86. — A woman, set. 38, who had had previous attacks 
of mental derangement, became so bad that she was obliged to 
be confined. 

Symptoms. — Speaks excitedly and incessantly, with unsteady 
and wild looks and constant smiling face, with alternations of 
loud laughter ; she distorts her face hideously and seeks to 
keep off all who approach her; does not answer questions, takes 
refuge behind the table, then laughs and scolds ; color of face 
natural ; preferred food she rejects. 

Treatment. — Tinct. Verat. from five to twenty or thirty 
drops given in coffee, restored her in the course of fourteen days. 
General Horn. Journ., Vol. 19, p. 21. — Knorre. 
CASE 87. — A case of religious derangement in a farmer, in- 
duced in part by hard drinking, and which occurred more 
severely every other day and was attended with such consider- 
able lameness of the back that he walked with difficulty, was 
cured by two doses of Veratrum tit, aided by an intermediate 
dose of Sulph. 

General Horn. Journ., Vol. 2, p. 114. — Kretzsmar. 
CASE 88. — A woman, set. 36, had been for eight days in a 
state of anxiety and despair, which had not been relieved by 
allopathic treatment. 

Symptoms. — Very red, glowing face ; great agony, dejection 
and despair ; she wailed and cried incessantly, but could give 
no reason for doing so ; she did not eat or drink, neither could 

she sleep. 

Treatment.— Veratrum 1st, two drops, divided into four 
doses, one dose night and morning quieted the patient in twen- 
ty-four hours. 

Annals, Vol. 4, p. 330.— Schueler. 
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CASE 89. — In mental derangement marked by indecent 
speeches and lasciviousness, Veratrum often affords the most 
marked relief. A widow, who had fallen into the above state 
was quickly cured by Veratrum rsri one drop, after bloodletting, 
Tart.-emet. and blisters had been used without avail for eight 
days. She is now married and is quite well. 

Genera] Horn. Journ. Vol. 2, p. 113. — Kretzschmar. 

CASE 90. — A woman became melancholic after an attack of 
typhoid fever. 

Symptoms. — She is unhappy about the death of her grown 
up daughter deceased several years ago ; reproaches herself 
that she made her unhappy by the sad tone of her own mind ; 
she attempted to drown herself, but was rescued. 

Treatment. — Verat. 6, in repeated doses, soon cured her. 

Engelhardt, Record, of L. Society. 

CASE 91. — A melancholic patient became frenzied, he sang 
and whistled the most beautiful melodies, of which he knew 
nothing when he recovered. 

Treatment. — Bellad. and Stramon. were given without bene- 
fit ; but after taking Veratrum 1, one drop every eight hours, 
he soon improved and recovered. 

This led Hartlaub to remark that Veratrum was the main 
remedy in the mental derangements of that neighborhood, 
especially when they verged upon insomnia and mania. 

Engelhardt, Record of L. Society. 

CASE 92. — An old maiden, set. 32, had suffered for twenty 
years with an alternately healing and again outbreaking sore 
upon the left leg ; for the last three weeks she had shewn 
signs of mental derangement. On the 30th August she became 
frenzied ; her pale distorted face, wild threatening look, her 
dishevelled hair, her grinning, and utterance of almost beastly 
noises made a dreadful impression upon spectators. 

Symptoms. — She struck, bit and spit about her ; she con- 
stantly moved her head and body to and fro, muttering and 
groaning all the while ; attempted to jump out and run away ; 
alternately she sang in a broken and wild manner, then sank 
into quiet and hung down her head ; she does not understand, 
or answer questions. 

Treatment. — Sept. 5th, she received two drachms of Tinct. 
27 
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Veratrum, twenty-five drops to be taken per dose, twice a day ; 
this was followed by quiet sleep, desire for food, and she could 
be released from her bonds ; on the 9th Sept., she received 
fifty drops of Tinct. Veratrum, followed by sound sleep ; subse- 
quently she took ten drops, twice a day ; she was entirely re- 
lieved of her mania but remained taciturn and reserved and 
finally died of dropsy. 

General Horn. Journ., Vol. 19, p. 23. — Knorre. 

Besides, Veratrum was given in cases No. 3, 42, 95, 96, 
98,99, 100, 101. 102. 

Review. — Of eighteen cases treated by Veratrum, five were 
males and thirteen females. 

The causes of the mental derangement whenever they were 
mentioned and whenever the remedy cured without other aid, 
although very differing, were always of a purely somatic or 
material nature. 

Still but few physical symptoms were met with ; sleep how- 
ever was almost always entirely absent, and food was only 
taken when urged upon the patient. 

As regards the form of mania in which Veratrum was most 
useful we find first : a state of excitement characterized by 
rioting, noise-making, laughing, singing, and whistling (see 
cases No. 42, 84, 86, 91, and 105); or by incessant talk- 
ing (see cases No. 84 and 86) ; especially of an indecent cha- 
racter, with sexual excitement (see cases No. 42 and 89) ; or by 
senseless actions, (see cases No. 84, 85 and 86). 

Second : also a state of depression marked by restlessness, 
anxiety, despair, imagining an unhappy state, fear of fancied 
forms (see cases No. 42, 88, 90, 95); and by deficient sex- 
ual inclination in case 95. 

The religious mania in case 87 has not been accurately de- 
scribed. 

These two forms were found in alternation in cases No. 42, 
92, 100, 105 and 112. 

The Veratrum did not prove useful against perverse actions 
and speeches, with inability to understand questions and the 
epileptic cramps which occurred in case No. 95 ; nor against 
anxiety and reproaches of conscience in case 103 ; nor in in- 
clination to abuse others in No. 97. Again, in case No. 105, 
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the inclination to destroy was only lessened and changed 
into loud laughing and active jumping, which were removed 
by Stramon. The increased state of self-esteem in cases No. 
55 and 112 were not removed by Veratrum ; while in No. 42 
the rage, abuse, desire to run away, and indecent speeches 
were merely lessened, not removed. 

DoSd — In twelve cases, the doses were repeated in nine ; in three 
cases one dose sufficed to effect a cure, from the Tincture down to 
the fifteenth dilution was the most useful strength ; the thirtieth dilu- 
tion was given without benefit. 

Organs of brain. — That of amativeness was excited in some 
cases and depressed in others ; those of destructiveness and 
combativeness when in a state of excitement were calmed by 
Veratrum ; that of hope was also influenced by it, for we find 
the unhappy and despairing rendered cheerful. 

35. ZINCUM. 

General Remarks. — The action of this remedy in brain- 
fever attended with the violent mental derangement is very 
striking ; it is also homoeopathic to dulness of the head, difficult 
flow of ideas, absence of thought, forgetfulness, dulness of 
memory, dizziness, drowsiness, manifold pains in the head 
paralytic-like oppression of the mental faculties, thoughts of 
death, disinclination to work, irritability, capriciousness and 
moroseitess. — Griesselich. 

CASE 93. — A single woman, set. 46, a-menstrual for ten 
months, fell into the following state two months ago, in conse- 
quence of vexation and passion. 

Symptoms. — She fears that she will fall into hands of justice, 
because she supposes that it is believed that she has committed 
some crime. Timid expression ; believes that she is watched 
and followed by her neighbors ; that the* devil is in pursuit of 
her, and comes up from under the floor. Restless sleep at times 
during the day ; fever at night, with only one or two hours 
dreamy sleep ; believes that she is about falling down a preci- 
pice, and that she is pursued, hence she runs away with all her 
might. Afterwards she feels exhausted, feeble and inclined to 
weep. She takes an antipathy to any one who attempts to con- 
vince her of her errors. She has headache, heat of the head 
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and face, dusky redness of the cheeks, emaciation of the face. 
Is dizzy and walks unsteadily ; has alternations of moderate 
heat and coldness of the body ; constipation ; brick red deposit 
from the urine. She had already been bled. 

Treatment. — Oxide of Zinc, one-sixth grain, per dose, six 
times every twenty-four hours ; with improvement on the 
second day, and recovery by the eighth ; still the remedy was 
continued for several days longer. — Schmid. 

CASE 94. — Rademacher says, that he once cured a deranged 
girl in five days, with acetate of Zinc. 



CHAPTER II. 

CASES IN WHICH SEVERAL REMEDIES WERE REQUIRED. 

CASE 95. — A woman, set. 50, formerly always healthy, had 
been indisposed for four weeks ; there was an alteration in her 
mental state ; she often could not recollect herself; was some- 
what childish ; repeated the same thing several times, and often 
laughed without cause. 

On the 4th of September, at eight, A. M., she was attacked 
with an apoplectic seizure ; sh6 lay quietly upon the. bed upon 
her back, with closed eyes, compressed mouth, very slow and 
somewhat small pulse, natural warmth of the body without per- 
spiration, appeared constantly in a deep sleep, still she turned 
over occasionally, and put out her tongue when loudly requested 
to do so ; her tongue was dry and brown, especially in the 
middle, but was not drawn to one side. 

Treatment and Result. — Bellad. was given without effect ; 
two doses of Arnica were followed by some vomiting of dark 
mucus, the tongue became moist, and some perspiration shewed 
itself; otherwise her condition remained the same. On the 
following day she was somewhat more conscious ; her eyes 
were constantly open ; but frequently spoke quite erroneously, 
and this wandering of the mind increased towards evening. 
Thought that her ears were in the wrong place and ought to 
be cut off; great restlessness, inclination to run away, heat of 
skin, much perspiration, whiteness of the tongue, constipation. 
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Bellad. was again given in the evening, but on the next day the 
following symptoms were present : 

Constant inclination to run away ; great exhibition of strength, 
when she was opposed ; threw her bed and other things out of 
the window ; spoke a great deal, but always foolishly, with 
much laughter ; if she was spoken to, she appeared to under- 
stand nothing, and looked quite stupid ; pulse slow, somewhat 
full ; tongue white and dry. 

She received Verat 30, one-third of a drop per dose ; fol- 
lowed by more quiet during the day, but increased restlessness 
at night, succeeded by violent epileptic-like cramps, lasting 
about five minutes, recurring every hour for three times, and 
then every an half hour for six hours. 

Symptoms. — At first she fell down suddenly, and commenced 
to grasp with her fingers ; attempted to scream, but could not 
make a loud noise, but only rattled in the throat, with frothing 
at the mouth ; bent her body backwards ; struck out with one 
arm, and grasped with the other ; her legs were quiet ; face 
pale ; consciousness lost. Between the paroxysms she was in 
the same state as the day before, only more languid ; but she 
never entirely recovered her consciousness. 

Treatment. —In the afternoon she received Stramonium 30, 
one-third drop ; no more spasms occurred, but she still attempted 
to escape ; this finally subsided and she partially recovered her 
consciousness. On the next day she had two stools, and was 
able to attend to her household duties. After the elapse of 
several days something foolish could be observed in her manner ; 
she laughed while speaking, without cause, turned around her 
body round and around, &c. But all this subsided in a few 
days, after the Stramonium had been repeated. She then re- 
mained well. — H. Hartlaub. 

CASE 96. — A woman, aet.33, small in stature and of delicate 
constitution, had suppression of the menses, and fell into a state 
of melancholy ; her sexual inclinations which had never been 
very active, now seemed entirely extinct, yet she labored under 
the fixed idea, that she had been inconstant, and was possessed 
of the devil. 

Treatment. — Sulphur 30, followed by four doses of Verat. 15, 
one every six days. After the third powder menstruation sat 
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m and lasted for eight days, followed by evident improvement 
in four weeks. A few doses of Ignat. 2, every forty-eight 
hours, restored her entirely. 

Archiv, Vol. 19, part. 1, p. 48.— Gross. 

CASE 97. — A delicate woman, aet. 30, fell during her con- 
finement, in consequence of fright and vexation, into a state of 
mental derangement, marked by boundless suspicion and jeal- 
ousy. She had been treated without benefit for three months, 
when she was restored by six doses of Ignat. 3 and Hyosc. 2, 
in alternation, one dose every day. — Gross. 

CASE 98. — A lady, aet. 48, of melancholic sanguine tempe- 
rament, fell, after an attack of gout into a deep melancholy ; 
her menses were suppressed and all allopathic means proved 
useless ; organic disease of the heart was suspected. 

Treatment. —She was entirely restored in a few months by 
Verat. 3 and Bellad. 3, and Coccul. 2 in alternation. 

Hygea, Vol. 20, p. 237.— Dr. Mayerhofer. 

CASE 99. — A man, ret. 30, delicate and of a phlegmatic 
temperament, became deranged without any evident cause. 

Symptoms. — He believed that he was bankrupt ; had lost 
his chance of salvation ; saw phantastic shadows and figures, 
of which he was afraid ; expected evil from every thing and 
seemed tortured with anxiety. 

Treatment. — Several doses of Stramon. were given without 
benefit ; then excessive anxiety and restlessness were relieved 
by Bellad. 30 and Aconit. 30. Nux, Bryon. and Verat., finally 
restored him entirely, after eight days' treatment. — Thorer. 

CASE 100. — A lady, ast. 32, delicate and sensitive, but 
choleric became deranged after an attack of nervous fever. 

Treatment. — She was quieted and relieved by Verat. 18 in 
solution, but a state of groaning, crying and sighing remained ; 
Hyosc. 6 in repeated doses, Opium 3 in solution, and Chamo- 
milla and Sulphur restored her entirely. — Dr. Gastfretjnd. 

CASE 101. — A spinster, aet. 30, suffering with Amenorrhoea, 
and derangement of the stomach and liver, fell into a melan- 
cholic state, from which she was entirely relieved in three 
months, by Verat., Ignat., Caust., Sepia, Puis., and Cocculus. 

— RUMMEL. 
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CASE 102. — A young man, aet. 20, of placid and impressible 
disposition, fell suddenly into a state of mania. 

Symptoms. — He answered no questions ; spoke much irra- 
tional stuff; tore his clothes ; was noisy and destructive ; his 
eyes were red, and he took no food. 

Treatment. — Verat. 6, was followed by sleep, and in the 
morning he asked for food. He had no stool for four days after 
taking Veratrum, but Opium 9, was followed by a copious dis- 
charge. Still he was very suspicious, mistook his physician for 
an evil spirit. He was finally restored in six weeks by Bellad. 30, 
Stramon. 6, Verat. 12, and Phos.-ac. 2, given at rather long 
intervals. — Sztarov. 

CASE 103. — A young man, aet. 18, fell into a kind of mania, 
after dancing all night and drinking a good deal, during which 
he became engaged in a quarrel. 

Symptoms. — He spoke unconnected stuff about bad treat- 
ment and of revenge ; spoke to persons by name who were not 
present ; was very restless, brooked no opposition ; had gastic 
derangement from vexation. 

Treatment. — Stramon. 6, was followed by some quiet, even by 
sleep and some appetite ; at the end of a few days more he 
was in the following condition. 

Symptoms. — His look was disturbed ; face pale and sallow ; 
he sprang up, wrung his hands, complained bitterly that no one 
would forgive him ; sought out dark places, and covered his 
face with his hands. Bellad. 15 was given, and in three days 
he was in the following state : 

Symptoms. — Dejected look ; emptiness in the head ; rest- 
lessness ; inability to collect his thoughts ; at night as soon as 
he shut his eyes, frightful figures appeared to him, he wept, 
spoke of confused stuff, of being placed in chains and bonds, 
where neither the sun or moon would shine upon him ; that he 
could not be lorgiven ; that he had no merciful God. — His 
urine was pale ; skin dry and parched ; yawning and shivering ; 
he scratched himself here and there, and an unusual redness 
appeared at the irritated spot. 

Treatment.— Dulcamara 18, one drop, followed by perspira- 
tion, and irruption of red spots upon the skin; he no longer 
spoke irrationally, although his head was still confused, and he 
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had occasional paroxysms of anxiety. Bellad. 24, completed 
the cure, which required twenty-one days in all. — Spohr. 

CASE 104.— A wealthy countryman, set. 22, fell, from inju- 
dicious treatment in consequence of a suspicion of guilt, into a 
state of perfect mania, so that he had to be confined. Bellad. 30, 
three doses, one every day, removed the mania, and quieted 
the patient very much, so that the straight jacket could be 
taken off. 

Symptoms. — He lay quietly in bed, declared that he was 
bodily well, but did not know what he was doing at times, and 
spoke irrationally occasionally. 

Treatment. — One dose of Stramon. 9, was given each day, 
with progressive improvement ; then two doses of Nux-v. 3, 
removed the somatic symptoms ; finally a lachrymose condition 
was relieved by Pulsat. — Thorer. 

CASE 105. — An active lad, set. 12, with an extremely irritable 
nervous system, and who had suffered while an infant with ab- 
dominal obstruction and latterly also with congestion to the 
head, fell into a state of mania. The paroxysms occurred 
every day, and sat in two hours earlier each time. 

Treatment. — Verat. 12, followed by later appearance of the 
maniacal paroxysms, and shorter duration of them ; religious 
excitement ensued, with declamation of hymns, &c. Verat. 
was repeated, and on the following clay paroxysms of laughing 
occurred in place of maniacal excitement, with rope-dancer-like 
agility. These attacks subsided entirely under the use of Stra- 
monium 18; — remaining nervous irritability and constipation 
were removed by Nux and Lycopod. — Fielitz. 

CASE 103- — A lady, set. 50, of delicate constitution fell 
into a state of melancholy after much care and grief, so that 
she had entirely withdrawn from all society for several years. 

Treatment. — She was cured in the course of six months by 
Ignat., Nux, Arsenicum and Sepia. — Thorer. 

CASE 107.— A man, set. 40, tall and thin, had suppressed an 
attack of itch three years ago, and gradually became deranged. 

Treatment.— Nux 4, Verat. 12, Sulph. 6, Psorin 30, Sepia 
and Carb.-v.6, were used in effecting the cure. — Thorer. 
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CASE 108. — A lady, set. 30, got rid of an impetiginous 
eruption, during her last pregnancy, and then after weaning her 
child, fell into a melancholic condition, preceded by fright. 

Treatment. — Pulsat., Verat. and Bell., at intervals of two 
days, produced a marked improvement in four weeks ; then 
Arsenicum 30, at intervals of two and four days, and finally 
Sulphur 6, completed the cure. — Thorer. 

CASE 109. — A man, aet. 38, had been in a melancholic con- 
dition for twelve years in consequence of the unfaithfulness of 
his wife. 

Treatment. — He was entirely cured in three months, by 
Pulsat. 12, Ignat. 9, Nux 4, Verat. 12, and Arsen. 30 and 
Calc. 30.— Thorer. 

CASE 110. — A woman, set. 30, became deranged after the 
death of her child. 

Treatment. — She was cured in six weeks, with Bell ad. 2, 
Verat. 12, Stramon. and Hyosc. 6. — Szatar. 

CASE 111. — A teacher, aet. 27, who had a great opinion of 
himself, became deranged after dismissal from his situation. 

Treatment. — He was cured in one month by Opium, Nux, 
Stramon., Hyosc. and Aurum. — Szatar. 

CASE 112. — A learned person, eet. 30, had weakened him- 
self considerally while at the university, by long-continued 
study, late hours, and coffee drinking. He had scarcely re- 
covered somewhat at home, when in order to forget a disgrace- 
ful vexation, he began to apply himself anew to study, and drank 
large quantities of coffee, in order to keep awake at night. 
Mental derangement followed, attended with various bodily in- 
firmities. 

Treatment. — Nux 30, removed his headache, constipation, ex- 
cessive lasciviousness and irritability. Verat. 12, only produced 
transient relief. Ferrum removed the remaining debility, and 
Platina 3, one-half grain per dose, restored him entirely. — 
Schroter. 
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GENERAL REVIEW 

OF THE TREATMENT OF MENTAL DERANGEMENT. 

In the preceding cases, Bellad. was administered 32 times ; 
Veratrum, 19 times ; Stramonium, 17 times ; Hyosc. in 12 
cases ; Pulsat. in 7 ; Ignatia and Opium, each 6 times ; Cuprum, 
5 times ; Anacardium, Arsenicum and Nux, each in 3 cases. 
While Aconite, Aurum, Conium, Helleb., Phosphor and Platina 
were each used in two cases, and Calc, China, Crocus, Hepar, 
Lachesis, Lycopod., Petrol., Rhus, Sepia, Sulphur w T ere given 
each in one case. Besides, Baryta, Bryonia, Causticum, Coc- 
cul., Nux-mosch., Secale and Tabacum are recommended in 
general terms. 

In states of Exaltation we find : An excited and mild state 
cured by Opium and Phosphor ; (see also Griesselich's remarks 
on Aeon, and Tabac. Raging, shouting, laughing and singing 
have been removed by Verat.) 

Scolding and inclination to destroy, by Hyosc. Ready in- 
clination to anger, to strike, or to tear one's clothes by Stramon. 

Mania in the highest degree, with attempts at destruction and 
murder, by Bellad. 

Foolish imaginations, by Anacardium. Great talkativeness, 
confused talking of complicated things, by Cuprum, Opium and 
Verat. ; when attended with active muscular motions, by Stra- 
mon. Talkativeness, with delivery of speeches, by Lachesis. 
Thoughtless actions by Verat. and Hyosc. ; occasionally by 
Bellad. 

Shameful conversation, with sexual excitement, by Veratrum 
and Stramon. 

Religious mania has been cured by Verat. and Aurum. See- 
ing of ghosts and devils, by Opium and Cuprum ; of animals, 
by Hyosc. 

False impressions about one's-self and body, by Stramon. and 
Anacard. 
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Among the states "of Depression, we find : Loss of will, and 
power to decide upon any action, have been cured by Coccul. 
and Helleb. 

An apathetic state, with dullness, indifference brooding, and 
stupid expression, by Baryta, Hellebore and Opium. 

The most numerous observations and cures have been made 
in the forms of melancholy, from dejection of spirits to the 
highest degree of anxiety and despair. 

Dejection has been cured by Conium and Petrol., with fear 
of death, by Platina. 

Depression of spirits by Stramon. and Sepia. 

Anthrophophobia, by Anacard. 

Melancholic condition by Aurum, Ignatia, Sepia and Rhus ; 
when attended with weeping and occurring in connection 
with pregnancy and confinement, by Pulsat. — with desire for 
solitude, and fear of coming to want, by Nux and Calcar. 

Feeling of being unfortunate, by Veratrum ; when occasioned 
by child-bed and Misfortune, by Bryonia. 

Melancholy from care and grief, by Causticum. 

Anxious solicitude and fear of starving, by Sulph. and Calc. 

Fear of being alone, by Stramon. ; — of frightful forms and 
figures, by Pulsat. ; — anxious conscientiousness, by Lycopod. 

Anxiety about phanto?ns of the imagination and constant en- 
deavor to fly from them, by Bellad. 

Restlessness and desire to escape, by Stramon. and Helleb., 
and other remedies. 

Despair about shattered health and fear of death, by Cal- 
carea. 

Despairing anxiety, with fear of approaching misfortune, 
attended with complaining and weeping, by Cuprum ; — on 
account of an unhappy position, by Veratrum. 

When the mental derangement assumed the form of fixed 
ideas, we find : 

Expectation of approaching death, during child bed, cured 
by Aconite. 

The idea of having committed a crime, with fear of th e 
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officers of justice, by Cuprum and Zinc— when the physician 
is mistaken for a police-officer, by Bellad. 

The illusion of not being in one's own house, by Opium ; — 
the belief of never being able to be happy more in one's own 
house, by Arsenicum. 

Notions about supposed intentional insults, with scruples of 
conscience, by Ignat., Nux, and Pulsat. 

Fear of not being saved, by Ignat., Sulph., and Calc. 

Fear of coming to want, by Bryon, Nux, and Calc. 

Notion that one is composed of two persons, by Anacard. 



The inclination to suicide and disgust for life, require par- 
ticular attention. 

1) Arsenicum has cured the inclination to suicide, with clear 
consciousness, from an internal frightful anxiety ; although the 
patient was not tired of life, but wished to be watched and 
restrained. 

2) Aurum, has cured persons who thought seriously of taking 
their own lives. vEgidi says that Nux, not Aurum, will cure 
the melancholy, with disgust for life, which drives one to com- 
mit suicide. Aurum is most useful when there is a state of 
discontent with one's-self, from supposed bad behavior ; or when 
there is excessive conscientiousness, with anxiety, agony of 
heart, with longing for death. 

3) Hellebore, has cured a girl who attempted to drown herself; 
it is homoeopathic when one is tired of life, feels unhappy 
when he sees others enjoying themselves, and is very anxious. 

4) Nux is homoeopathic when there is anxiety, as if from a 
bad conscience; or anxiety with palpitation of the heart, driving 
one to commit suicide ; or when one regards his condition as 
insupportable, so that he would rather die. 

5) Pulsatilla is homoeopathic to disgust for life, with incli- 
nation to drown herself ; anxiety in the region of the heart, 
with inclination to commit suicide. 
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6) Veratrum has cured a woman who was about to drown 
herself on account of her unhappy position. 



Forty-six different physicians have furnished the above cases. 
In twenty-nine cases, doses of the crude drugs or low dilutions 
were used ; while the higher potencies were given in seventy- 
six cases. 

We may infer, that. 

1) The organ of Amativeness is influenced by Hyosc, Nux, 
Phosphor, Stramon., and Veratr. 

2) That of Adhesiveness, by Bellad. 

3) Combativeness, by Bellad., Hyosc, Op., and Verat. 

4) Destructiveness, by Bellad., Hyosc, Op., Phosph., 
Stramon., and Verat. 

5) Acquisitiveness, by Bryon., Calc, and Nux. 

6) Self-esteem, by Ignat., andPlatina. 

7) Caution, by Aconite, Arsen., Cuprum, Hyosc, Nux, 
Op , Puis., and Stramon. 

8) Benevolence, by Anacardium. 

9) Conscientiousness, by Arsenicum, Ignat., Nux, and Aurum . 

10) Hope, by Calc, Verat., and Sulph. 

11) Murvellousness, by Stramonium. 

12) Imitativeness, by Stramon. 

13) Form, by Bellad., Cuprum, and Hyosc. 

14) Causality, by Anacardium. 
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APPENDIX. 

ON HASCHISCH 

This composition is a distillation of the pistils of the Hemp. 
In one patient it produced dryness of the throat and twitching of 
the limbs ; the pulse was ninety-six, and face flushed ; his ideas 
appeared to develop with extreme rapidity ; at one moment he 
offered the singular phenomenon of a double man ; he heard music 
on one side, and conversation on the other ; but this symptom did 
not continue. His pupils became much dilated, he felt par- 
ticularly gay and happy wished to be alone in a quiet place ; 
he had great repugnance to speak or move ; all faces seemed 
ridiculous to him. He then moved about, sometimes laughed 
violently, but suddenly threw himself upon a couch, refused 
to answer any more questions, and begged to be left alone, 
and not disturbed in the voluptuous and delicious sensations 
he experienced ; he had spasmodic movements of limbs and dia- 
phragm ; sighed, moaned, laughed and wept by turns ; pulse in- 
creased to one hundred and twenty per minute ; face much flushed. 
His friends began to feel uneasy, but the experimenter assured 
them that he did not suffer, but felt happy. He had the most 
agreeable sensations proceeding from the pit of the stomach ; 
he seemed in ecstasy, his features bespoke the greatest happi- 
ness ; he could not find language to express his feelings ; he 
would not wish to leave his present condition, he felt so happy. ( 
Often said, how much I thank those who gave me that de- 
licious drink. His sense of hearing became exceedingly acute ; 
he heard very distinctly what was said far off, and in a low 
voice. In the midst of his ecstasy he neither lost conscious- 
ness of persons or things. He felt no distress on the follow- 
ing days, but on the contrary a great sensation of happiness. 

Another experimenter, naturally very serious, and who rare- 
ly laughed, in two and a half hours after taking Haschisch, 
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suddenly exclaimed that he was delirious, began to sing, took 
out his pencil and endeavored to write down what he felt ; 
but threw away his paper as his delirium increased ; his fea- 
tures became very flexible ; he laughed sardonically, his eye 
was animated, face red, pulse one hundred and twenty, pupils 
dilated, looked extremely happy, laughed, sang, gesticulated 
and spoke with great volubility ; his ideas followed each other 
with rapidity ; he was deranged, as in Gay mania. But in 
the midst of this abundance, mobility, and variableness of ideas, 
his naturally serious character and studies obtruded themselves, 
intermixed with pleasantries, bonmots and puns. His tongue 
became dry, he spat frequently, his legs became slightly con- 
vulsed ; his hearing and sight became very acute ; he had no 
notion of time or space, but recognized every one present and 
answered questions correctly. A multitude of ideas seemed to 
fill his head, which he could not put in words ; expressed his 
willingness to lose an ear or eye, if he could only have another 
tongue to make known what he experienced. His pulse fell to 
ninety, but his delirium still continued ; incoherent sentences 
followed with inconceivable rapidity ; when water was given 
him, he exclaimed that will make the frogs come, who will 
drink up the liquor. Then the character of his delirium chang- 
ed : He sat himself in a corner, closed his eyes, talked to him- 
self and seemed inspired ; spoke of sciences, gave definitions, 
then pronounced a few broken words, and immediately recited 
some twenty very harmonious impromptu and original "verses. 
His countenance expressed gaiety and satisfaction ; his skin'be- 
came very pallid ; pulse rose to one hundred. Then left offimpro- 
vising to speak of foreign countries ; described countries and 
cities which he had visited ; but although Haschisch is supposed 
to cause second sight he could not describe places with which 
he was unacquainted ; he himself finally said that a livelier im- 
pulse was given to his ideas, but nothing was added to his 
knowledge. Finally, the delirium, which had for a long time 
been confined to a series of ideas, became general again ; he 
sang, laughed, and talked with great vivacity ; said he was 
happy, &c. 

Individuals under the influence of Haschisch feel a maniacal 
exaltation ; ideas succeeded each other with rapidity and 
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incoherence ; the mind was under the empire of hallucinations 
and illusions ; recollecti(*jL could be evoked and vivified as if 
they were real ; as in "earns there was a loss of tir$e and 
•space. 

An other experimenter saw stars in his plate, and the firma- 
ment in the soup dish ; turned his face to the wall, talked to 
himself, and burst into fits of laughter, with eyes flashing and 
in the highest glee. 

A fourth, first saw the pupils of the eyes of his friend sparkle 
strangely and acquire a most singular turquoise blue color ; in 
a few minutes a general lethargy came over him ; his body ap- 
peared to dissolve and become transparent ; he saw the hasch- 
isch which he had eaten distinctly within him, in the form of 
an emerald, from which thousands of little sparks were emitted ; 
his eyelashes seemed to lengthen indefinitely, twisting them- 
selves like golden threads around little ivory wheels, which 
whirled about with inconceivable rapidity. Around were 
figures and scrolls of all colors, arabesques and flowery forms 
in endless variety, which he could only compare to the variations 
of the kaleidescope. He still occasionally saw his companions, 
but they appeared disfigured, half men, half plants ; now, with 
the pensive-air of the ibis, standing on one leg ; and, again as 
•ostriches flapping their wings and wearing so strange an ap- 
pearance that he shoqk with laughter ; and as if to join in the 
buffoonery of the scene, he tossed up the sofa cushions, catching 
them as they descended, and twisting them around with all the 
dexterity of an Indian juggler. One of the gentlemen addressed 
the experimenter in Italian, which the haschisch, by its extra- 
ordinary power, delivered to him in Spanish, 

After some minutes he recovered his calmness, without head- 
ache or other unpleasant symptoms, but felt much astonished at 
what had passed. In a half hour more he again fell under the in- 
fluence of the haschisch andhis visions were stillmore complicated 
and extraordinary. Millions of butterflies, whose wings rustled 
like fans, flew about in the midst of a confused light ; gigantic 
flames with crystal calyces, enormous hollyhocks, gold and 
silver lilies arose and burst into flowers around him, with a 
crackling sound like that of a bouquet of fireworks. His hear- 
ing was prodigiously developed ; he seemecL to hear the sound* 
28 
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of color, green, red, blue and yellow sounds struck him with per- 
fect distinctness ; a glass upset, the creaking of a chair, or a 
word spoken, however low, vibrated and resounded like rolling 
thunder ; his own voice appeared so loud that he dared not 
Speak for fear of throwing clown the walls, or bursting like a 
bomb ; every object gave forth a note of the harmonica or JEo- 
lian harp ; he seemed to swerve in an ocean of sound. Never 
before was he bathed in such beatitude ; he was so encircled by 
its waves, so transported from all things earthly, so lost to 
self, that he comprehended for the first time what might be the 
existence of elementary spirits, or angels, or souls released from 
this mortal coil. He was as a sponge in the midst of the sea ; 
every instant waves of happiness washed over him, entering 
and departing through the pores ; for he seemed to have be- 
come permeable, even to the smallest capillary vessel ; his 
whole being was filled with the color of thtrfantastic medium 
in which he was plunged. Sounds, perfumes and light reached 
him by multitudes of beams, delicate as hair, and through 
which he seemed to hear the magnetic current pass. 

What is very curious in the intoxicating effects of haschisch, 
is, that it is not continuous ; it comes and goes suddenly ; raises 
you to heaven, and places you again on earth, without any 
gradual transition ; like madness too, it has its lucid intervals. 
A third attack, the last and strangest terminated the experience 
of the last experimenter. His sight became doubled ; but soon 
he became completely insane for an hour. A»ll kinds of Panta- 
gonetic dreams passed through his fancy ; goat-suckers, storks, 
stupid geese, unicorns, griffins, nightmares, and the menagerie 
of monstrous dreams trotted, jumped, flew or glided through the 
room. He saw horns terminating in foliage; webbed hands; 
whimsical beings with the feet of the arm-chair for legs, and 
dial plates for eyeballs ; enormous noses danced the Cachuca, 
mounted on chicken legs. He imagined that he was the parro- 
quet of the Queen of Sheba, and imitated to the best of his 
ability, the voice and actions of that interesting bird. The 
visions became so grotesque, that he was seized with a desire 
to sketch them, which he did with inconceivable rapidity. A. 
friend seated at the piano seemed dressed like a Turk, with 
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a sun painted on the back of his vest ; the notes of the piano 
seemed escaping in the, form of guns and spirals, curiously- 
intertwisted. A fancy animal represented a living locomotive, 
with a swan's neck terminating in the jaws of a serpent, 
whence issued jets of smoke ; two monstrous paws were com- 
posed of wheels and pulleys, and each pair of paws had a pair 
of wings ; on the tail of the animal was seated the Mercury of 
the ancients, confessing himself to be conquered, notwithstand- 
ina: his heels. — Du Boismont. 
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IRRITATION, CONGESTION, INFLAMMATION, AND 
DROPSY of the BRAIN, and its MEMBRANES. 

I.— IRRITATION OF THE BRAIN. 

IN CHILDREN. 

Dr. W. Nickoll has thus designated a state of brain oc- 
curring in children, which appears to hold an intermediate 
place between hydrocephaloid disease and that of inflammation. 
It may on the one hand run into inflammation if neglected ; and 
on the other hand is apt, if treated too actively and allopathi- 
cally, to be followed by symptoms of exhaustion, and of the 
Hydrocephaloid disease of Gooch and Hall. 

In simple irritation of the brain the child is wakeful, scarcely 
ever sleeping, irritable, highly sensitive to every object of sight 
and sound ; the pupil is in many instances more or less con- 
tracted, the limbs are in action, the head tossed about ; the 
child cries without any apparent cause ; there is unusual liveli- 
ness and animation ; it wakes suddenly from sleep, and starts 
at the least noise when awake ; the fists are generally clenched, 
with the thumbs turned in, and the forearms bent upwards on 
the arms ; and sometimes a degree of opisthotonos is observed, 
the legs being drawn up, while the head is thrown back. This 
state of things is usually, though not always, accompanied by 
increased temperature of the head and of the skin generally, 
and by an accelerated pulse. 
29 
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Some children seem to be much more prone than others to 
this affection, and it is in the nervous, weakly and scrofulous 
that it is most frequently seen. There is apparently an origi- 
nal difference or excitability of the nervous constitution, which 
predisposes them to be thrown into this state of Erethism ; and 
when this natural predisposition is not present, defective nour- 
ishment, and a debilitated state of the system are apt to induce 
it. Any long continued irritation of the nervous extremities, 
particularly of those distributed upon the mucous membranes, 
may be the exciting cause of this affection ; hence, painful den- 
tition, worms, an unhealthy state of the stomach, bowels or 
liver, or chronic and troublesome eruptions, or sores, or some 
disease or impurity of the blood, may prove the exciting cause 
of irritation of the brain or nervous system. When this state 
obtains, convulsions, it is well known, are apt to occur. 

The most deceptive part of the disease is, that the preter- 
natural excitement and mobility of the nervous system is apt to 
give rise to excitement of the heart and arteries, and determi- 
nation of blood to the head, from the excited condition of the 
brain. If the case be regarded as one of active congestion or 
commencing inflammation of the brain, and treated allopathical- 
ly and antiphlogistically, irrespective of the peculiar state of 
the nervous system, exhaustion will speedily follow, and the 
symptoms of reaction and excitement from loss of blood will be 
added ; if the same treatment be still pursued, the case will 
soon end fatally, and probably be attended with effusion of 
water into the ventricles of the brain. If the body be examined 
after death, the effusion will of course be detected, and will be 
presumed to have been the cause of death ; but the real truth 
is, in certain states of the nervous system, unpreceded by any 
great cause of exhaustion, an increased quantity of blood may 
be thrown to the brain, and give rise to all the symptoms of the 
first stage of an inflammatory affection, but which cannot be 
removed by the ordinary allopathic antiphlogistic means, as 
these will aggravate the original excited condition of the brain 
and nervous system, inducing new and still more dangerous 
symptoms, causing the case to terminate fatally, with all the 
signs of an advanced stage of dropsy of the brain. 
• In older patients these cases are apt to be attended with 
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much delirium ; Watson says they seem to be, but are not, 
cases of Meningitis of any kind. Abercrombie refers to them 
as instances of a very dangerous modification of inflammation 
of the brain, which shows only increased vascularity, without 
any of the other signs or effects of inflammation. Watson 
very decidedly asserts that he entertains no doubt whatever, 
about the nature of these cases, viz. : that they are not exam- 
ples of inflammation at all, for they neither show the anatomical 
characters of inflammation, nor do they yield to the remedies 
for inflammation. In short, they were made to terminate fatally 
by Abercrombie's outrageous system of extravagant blood- 
letting. Apoplexy according to Abercrombie, may also arise 
from exhaustion, and terminate fatally, when treated actively 
by blood-letting, &c, without any morbid appearance being 
found in the brain after death, or with appearances so slight as 
to be altogether inadequate to account for the symptoms, or 
fatal termination of the case. (See treatise on Apoplexy.) 
Abercrombie himself admits that in four fatal cases of 
Apoplexy, all the usual allopathic remedies were used in the 
most active manner without the least effect in alleviating any 
of the symptoms, and on inspection after death, either no ves- 
tige of disease could be discovered in the brain, or at most there 
was but slight fulness of the blood-vessels, insufficient to ac- 
count for death, which was doubtless caused by the too active 
treatment. 

Treatment. — Nicholls says that judicious treatment will 
throw muchl ight on the pathology of these cases. If there be 
any manifest cause of irritation present, either from teething, 
or a disordered state of the bowels or liver, and this be removed 
and the child then placed in as quiescent a state as possible, by 
excluding it from light and noise, and every source of excite- 
ment, giving a dose or two of some sedative, and nourishing but 
unstimulating diet, and subsequently a gentle tonic, all the 
symptoms of brain disease will vanish. 

The most homoeopathic remedies are : Coffea, Cannabis, 
Thea, Ignatia, Nux. If these fail to afford relief; Conium, 
Hyosciamus, Opium, Asafcetida, Chamomilla or Valerian may 
be tried. 

Coffea, Thea and Cannabis may be used when the attack 



430 CONGESTION OF THE BRAIN. 

has been brought on by excessive and pleasurable excitement, 
when the child is so excited and lively as to be almost uncon- 
trollable, with sleeplessness, i. e. when the grey substance of the 
brain, and the senses or intellectual faculties are principally 
aroused, and stimulated. 

Nux and Ignatia are the principal remedies, when the 
white substance of the brain, and the motor track and nerves 
are implicated ; when there is a tendency to twitching, starting, 
&c, especially if the attack has been brought on by a fit of 
passion, vexation or disappointment. 

Hyosciamus and Opium are the antagonistic remedies for 
Coffea and Thea, and may be used when these remedies seem 
indicated but fail to afford relief. 

Conium is the antagonistic remedy for Nux and Ignatia, 
and may be given when these fail to afford relief. 



II.— CONGESTION OF THE BRAIN. 

IN CHILDREN. 

According to West, Congestion of the Brain is a very fre- 
quent disorder in young children ; he quotes Dr. Mauthner 
in proof, who on examining the bodies of 229 children, dead of 
various diseases, found a congested state of the blood-vessels of 
the brain, in no less than 186. West assumes that the brain 
in infancy is much more exposed to congestion and irritation, 
than that of the adult, owing to the far wider variations of 
which the cerebral circulation is susceptible in early life than 
subsequently. Nor is the cause of this difficult to discover. 
The skull of the adult is a complete bony case, and the firm 
substance of the brain, affords a comparatively unyielding sup- 
port to the blood-vessels by which it is nourished. The varia- 
tions in the quantities of blood which the brain of the adult 
contains, must needs be circumscribed within far narrower 
limits than in the child, whose cranium, with its membranous 
fontanelles and unossified sutures, oppose no such obstacle to 
the admission of an increased quantity of blood, while the soft 
brain keeps up a much slighter counterpressure on the blood- 
vessels than is exerted by the comparatively firm parenchyma 
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of the organ in the adult. Hence, if the circulation in the 
child be disturbed, whether from difficulty in the return of 
venous blood, as during a paroxysm of whooping cough, or from 
increased arterial action, as at the onset of a fever, or during 
the acute inflammation of some more or less distant organ, the 
brain becomes congested, and delirium, or stupor, or convulsions 
often announce the severity of the consequent disturbance of its 
function. The same causes too, which expose the brain to be 
over-filled with blood, render it possible for it to be drained 
more completely of its blood, than in the adult. This fact 
should always be borne in mind, when treating the diseases of 
infants, for debility, exhausting discharges, and especially ex- 
cessive allopathic depletion will often quickly induce a blood- 
less state of the brain, and all the symptoms of Hydrocephaloid 
disease. 

Hence, in the treatment of diseases of children, the physician 
must be constantly on the watch against congestion of the 
brain, as a condition which is very likely to come on, in the 
course of the most various diseases, and of affections even of 
quite distant organs. But it is not merely as a serious compli- 
cation of many other diseases, that this congestion of the brain 
in children deserves notice : its importance depends still more 
on its constituting the first and curable stage of many diseases 
of the brain, which, unless arrested at the outset, soon pass 
beyond the resources of our art. — West. 

Congestion of the brain may arise from irritation ; from the 
presence in the blood of the poison of some eruptive disease, 
such as scarlet fever, measles, or small-pox ; or the brain may 
become actively congested at the time of teething, or from fe- 
verish irritation of the whole system, or from exposure to the 
sun, or from a blow upon the head, or from the fever of inflam- 
mation of some distant organ, such as the lungs, stomach, or 
bowels, &c. Or a state of passive congestion may be induced 
by some mechanical impediment to the return of blood from the 
head, such as the general spasmodic compression of the blood- 
vessels such as occurs in general convulsions, or during a fit of 
whooping cough ; or from the pressure of an overloaded stom- 
ach, or liver, or enlarged thymus or bronchial gland. Finally, 
passive congestion, may be merely the result of a languid cir : 
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culation, arising from debility, or exhaustion, or want of pure 
air, or of nourishing and sufficient food, such as occurs in diarr- 
hoea or summer complaint, in which the child not only has a 
great drain upon the system, but either is unable to take or 
does not receive a sufficient of nourishing food, from a mistaken 
policy on the part of the physician. 

Intense congestion of the brain is not a very unusual conse- 
quence of the irritation of the brain and nervous system, from 
the presence of the poison of some eruptive disease in the sys- 
tem, or from the acceleration and disturbance of the circulation 
at the outset of the eruptive fevers. Convulsions and apoplec- 
tic symptoms then, sometimes, come on suddenly in a child, 
previously to all appearances, in perfect health, and may even 
terminate in death in less than twenty-four hours. The brain 
wili be found loaded with blood, but all the other organs of the 
body are quite healthy. We may be at a loss to account for 
such sudden and severe symptoms unless measles, scarlet fever 
or small-pox are prevailing, or some other child in the family 
or neighborhood is soon after attacked by one or the other of 
them. That this train of symptoms often arises from the pre- 
sence of some morbid poison in the blood, is still more evident 
from the occasional results of repelling eruptive diseases of the 
scalp. Thus, Golding Bird relieved a child of Porrigo with 
external applications in three weeks ; for a time it appeared 
in perfect health, but in the act of crying "Papa," it was at- 
tacked with a kind of spasm and dropped dead. Dr. Dendy 
has seen four similar cases, in which death occurred as sudden- 
ly, all in the respectable classes. 

When congestion of the brain and convulsions precede the 
eruptive diseases, these symptoms as alarming as they generally 
are, comparatively seldom end in death ; for they generally disap- 
pear almost as if by magic, on the appearance of the eruption, ex- 
cept in those few cases in which the quantity of the poison is so 
great, that it cannot all make its escape upon the surface ; or 
in which the congestion of the brain is kept up by the intensely 
feverish state of the whole system. 

The presence of some irritating substance in the blood, also 
obtains in those cases in which convulsions, or irritation of the 
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brain arises from suppression of perspiration, scantiness of 
urine, deficiency of bile or some other secretion. 

Another cause may aid in keeping up or increasing the 
pressure upon the brain in feverish disorders, viz. : an absolute 
expansion or increase of the volume of the blood ; the most 
marked instance of this is in congestion of the brain from expo- 
sure to the heat of the sun, even though the head has not been 
unprotected from its rays. Of this West saw a striking in- 
stance in the case of a delicate boy, who when a year old, was 
taken out by his nurse, during one of the hottest days of sum- 
mer. He was quite well and cheerful when he left the house, 
but, after being out for some time, began to breathe hurriedly 
and irregularly, and his nurse in consequence brought him 
home. He was restless, fretful and alarmed; his surface 
generally hot, and his head especially so, the brain pulsating 
forcibly through the anterior fontanelles ; the pulse too rapid to 
be counted ; the respiration hurried, labored and irregular, 
and there were constant startings of the tendons of the extremi- 
ties. The child was on the eve of convulsions, but the tepid 
bath relieved the heat of the skin, and the expansion of the 
blood, the pulse fell and the twitchings diminished. Light and 
sound were excluded ; he fell asleep and awoke in a few hours 
refreshed and tranquillized, and on the next morning a little 
languor was all that remained of an illness which seemed likely 
to prove so formidable. — West. Cooling and soothing reme- 
dies are required in almost all cases of irritation, congestion, or 
expansion of the blood. 

Disorders of the nervous system are very frequent during the 
period of teething. Many of the symptoms which then occur, 
are the direct result of irritation of the tri-facial nerve, but 
others are the immediate consequence of congestion of the brain. 
Febrile disturbance almost always attends upon the process of 
dentition, and when the circulation is in a state of preternatural 
excitement, a very slight cause may suffice to overturn its equi- 
librium, and occasion a greater flow of blood to the brain than 
the organ is able to bear. Suppression of perspiration, defi- 
ciency of bile and scantiness of urine, often occur during denti- 
tion and leave the blood overloaded with effete and irritating 
substances. 
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According to West, congestion of the brain may come on 
very suddenly, its symptoms being alarming from the first, and 
such as to call for immediate interference ; or general uneasi- 
ness, a disordered state of the bowels, which are generally, 
although not invariably constipated, and feverishness may pre- 
cede the more serious attack by a few days. The head becomes 
hot by degrees, the child grows restless and fretful, and seems 
distressed by light and noise, or sudden motion, while children 
who are old enough sometimes complain of their head. Usual- 
ly, too, vomiting occurs repeatedly, a symptom which is not only 
confirmatory of others, but also may exist before there is any 
well-marked indication of the head being affected, and when, 
though the child seems ailing, there is nothing definite about its 
illness. The degree of fever which attends this condition va- 
ries much, and its accessions are irregular ; but the pulse is 
usually much and permanently quickened ; and, if the skull be 
unossified, the anterior fontanelle (or soft spot on the top of the 
head,) is either tense and prominent, or the brain is seen and 
felt to beat forcibly through it. The sleep is disturbed, the 
child often waking with a start, while there is occasional twitch- 
ing of the muscles of the face, or tendons of the wrist. The 
child may continue in this state for many days, and then re- 
cover its health, with or without medical interference ; but, a 
slight cause will generally suffice to bring back the former in- 
disposition. Striking instances of this are often seen while 
children are teething ; the fever may subside, the head grow 
cool, and the little patient appears quite well as soon as a tooth 
has cut through the gum, but the approach of each other tooth 
to the surface will be attended by a recurrence of the symptoms. 
Yet, we cannot always reckon on such a favorable result occur- 
ring ; for the symptoms above mentioned are sometimes the 
indications of the system generally having begun to suffer from 
mischief which has been going on for months unnoticed, and 
which is now about to break out with all the formidable charac- 
ters of acute dropsy of the brain. Or, should they have no 
such serious import, yet congestion of the brain is itself a se- 
rious and sometimes a fatal malady. Even though on treat- 
ment being adopted, the heat of the head may diminish, and the 
flush and heat of the face grow slighter and less constant, still 
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the countenance may become very heavy and anxious, the indif- 
ference to surrounding objects may increase, and the child final- 
ly lie in a state of torpor or drowsiness ; from which, however, 
it can at first be aroused to complete consciousness. But after 
being aroused, it soon subsides into its former drowsiness ; the 
bowels generally continue constipated, and the vomiting seldom 
ceases, though it is sometimes less frequent than before. The 
pulse usually becomes smaller than in the first stage, and 
though there is often irregularity in its frequency, no actual 
intermission occurs. An attack of convulsions sometimes marks 
the transition from the first to the second stajre : or the child 
passes without any apparent cause, from its previous torpor 
into a state of convulsions, which subsiding, leaves the torpor 
deeper than before. The fits may return and death take place 
in one of them, or the torpor growing more profound after each 
convulsive seizure the child at length dies comatose. 

The second stage, if it may so be called, is usually of short 
duration, and if relief be not afforded by appropriate treatment, 
death is seldom delayed beyond forty-eight hours from the first 
fit, though no graver lesion may be discovered afterwards than a 
gorged state of the vessels of the brain and its membranes, and 
perhaps a little clear fluid in the ventricles and below the 
arachnoid. 

Occasionally, death does not so speedily follow these symp- 
toms ; but they may continue slightly modified for days, or even 
weeks, and contrary to all expectation, recovery now and then 
takes place, especially in very young children, in whom the 
congestion having relieved itself by a copious effusion of water 
into the ventricles of the brain, the yielding skull accommodates 
itself to its increased contents. This chronic dropsy of the 
brain may even admit of cure. 

Treatment. — The principal homoeopathic remedies are : Glo- 
noine, Opium, China, Ferrum, Belladonna and Stramonium. 
If these fail, their antagonistic remedies, Aconite, Digitalis 
Conium or Veratrum-viride may be used. (See Treatise on 
Apoplexy.) 
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INFAMMATION OF THE MEMBRANES OF THE BRAIN. 

I. INFLAMMATION OF THE DURA MATER. 

According to Rokitansky, primary inflammations of the 
dura mater to any extent, such, for instance, as would lead to 
the formation of matter, are of rare occurrence, with the excep- 
tion of those which are brought on by injury. 

On the other hand, inflammations of slight degree, and usu- 
ally combined with moderate inflammation of the bones of 
the skull, are frequent. They are characterized by vascu- 
larity and rosy-redness of the dura mater, and by softening 
of its texture ; they give rise to interstitial infiltrations of 
the membrane with the products of inflammation, as well as to 
exudations upon that surface of it which adjoins the bone ; such 
exudations become organized into loose cellular, or thick fibrous 
tissues, or at length, especially if there be any attendant inflam- 
mation of the bone, into bone ; and they bring about a preter- 
natural adhesion to the inner surface of the skull. These 
patches of inflammation are often widely spread, especially 
along the sutures ; but sometimes they are confined within a 
smaller compass, so as to form circumscribed islands. Exuda- 
tions which become converted into bone are generally spread 
out into a thin layer like that of puerperal osteophyte ; they are 
first spongy, but gradually become compact : sometimes they 
form a mass of bone which looks as if it had flowed or dropped 
upon the membrane, and then coagulated ; while, not unfre- 
quently there are circumscribed plates or nodules, which, though 
they in course of time become intimately united to the bone, 
yet originally adhered firmly to the dura mater. 

When the inflammation is more intense, and runs a chronic 
course, the dura mater acquires an increase in thickness, some- 
times to the extent of three lines, and even more ; it becomes 
indurated and callous, and usually adheres more closely than 
natural to the bone. 

When the inflammation is brought on by injury, or extends 
to the dura mater from the neighboring tissues, it frequently 
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terminates in the production of pus, and in suppurative degen- 
eration of the membrane. These cases are of great importance, 
for they are generally secondary to inflammation and suppura- 
tion of the bone, or of the neighboring ligamentous structures. 
They are especially apt to occur in certain localities ; thus, the 
dura mater often inflames, suppurates and sloughs from caries 
of the bones of the internal ear, and the labyrinth of the eth- 
moid bone of the nose ; from caries of the upper bones of the 
spine, and suppuration of their ligaments. In the dura mater 
these processes remain limited and circumscribed, but when 
they reach the inner membranes of the brain, they usually 
spread rapidly into general meningitis. 

Symptoms. — Inflammation of the dura mater according to 
Watson rarely occurs as a spontaneous disease, but is not at 
all uncommon as a result of external injury. Its symptoms 
have been excellently well described by Pott : A man receives 
a blow upon the head ; the blow stuns him perhaps at the time, 
but he presently recovers himself, and remains for a certain 
period, apparently in perfect health. But after some days he 
begins to complain ; he has pain in his head, is restless, -cannot 
sleep, has a frequent and hard pulse, a hot and dry skin, his 
face becomes flushed, his eyes red and ferrety ; chills, nausea 
and vomiting supervene, and towards the end, convulsions and 
delirium. Meanwhile the part of the head which has been 
struck becomes puffy, tumid and sometimes tender, and if this 
tumid part of the scalp be cut through, the pericranium beneath 
is found separated from the skull ; and the bone of the skull 
itself is observed to be altered in color, whiter and drier than 
the healthy bone ; and if a piece of the bone be removed, it is 
also seen that the dura mater, on the under side of it is de- 
tached from the skull, and sometimes smeared with lymph or 
puriform matter. This is a disease which is often met with by 
the surgeon. 

According to South and Chelius inflammation of the dura 
mater may be acute or chronic. 

Acute inflammation of the dura mater appears most com- 
monly from the third to the fifth day after the injury ; the pa- 
tient complains of severe oppressive headache, which spreads 
from the injured part over the whole head ; the heat of the 
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head is increased ; the pulse is small, compressed and rather 
hard ; the patient is heavy and difficult to arouse ; his ideas 
become unconnected, and quiet delirium comes on ; and lastly, 
when the inflammation proceeds to suppuration, the patient falls 
into a state of continued stupefaction, from which he cannot he 
easily aroused ; convulsions come on, with continued shivering 
and irregular pulse ; the pupils are wide and fixed ; the breath- 
ing snoring and slow ; the sphincters are paralyzed and finally 
the patient dies. 

On dissection, the dura mater is found reddened, covered 
with exudations, and separated from the inside of the skull ; 
pus may be found between it and the skull, and at this part the 
dura mater is often gangrenous. 

Chronic inflammation of the dura mater, from injury to the 
head, often commences only after a long space of time, often 
after seven or fourteen days, often after a month ; it begins 
with headache, mental and bodily depression, heaviness, un- 
steady walk, derangement of the stomach, quick pulse ; and in 
its further course a circumscribed painful swelling of the scalp 
commonly arises at the place of injury ; or, if there be a wound, 
it becomes pale, and secretes a thin, sanious fluid, which sticks 
fast to the bandages. The pericranium suppurates around the 
wound, and the inflammation soon runs into exudation of a yel- 
lowish, ichorous, purulent fluid, which collects either between 
the skull and the dura mater, or between the latter and the 
surface of the brain. The patients sometimes die twelve or 
eighteen months after the injury. South has seen several 
cases of this chronic inflammation, which is always a serious 
disease, and very difficult to control ; often indeed entirely un- 
manageable under allopathic treatment. The patient then goes 
on slowly from bad to worse ; sometimes with intervals of im- 
provement, and sometimes without, and will frequently live for 
many months in a constant state of suffering. 

According to Watson the next most frequent cause of in- 
flammation of the dura mater, after injuries of the head, is dis- 
ease of the internal ear, and of the petrous portion of the 
temporal bone. Sometimes acute inflammation arises within 
the tympanum, when there has been no previous disease of the 
ear : the patient has severe earache ; at length a gush of mat- 
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ter comes from the external meatus, but the pain does not cease, 
as it usually does in such cases ; it continues, or even increases 
in intensity; the patient begins to shiver, becomes dull and 
drowsy; slight delirium perhaps occurs, and by degrees he 
sinks into stupor. In some instances no pus issues externally. 
More commonly symptoms of the same kind supervene upon a 
chronic discharge of purulent matter from the ear, especially as 
a sequel of scarlet fever. In some of these cases there is no 
symptom to mark the extensive mischief going on within the 
head, except the intense pain ; the pulse may not be quickened, 
the skin may be warm but moist, and there may be neither fe- 
ver, delirium or convulsions. In other cases, besides the intense 
pain in the head, there may be vomiting, intolerance of light, 
slight and transient delirium, a degree of stupor, and slight con- 
vulsions. 

In some cases, pus is absorbed from the ear, and diffuse in- 
flammation of the veins with terrible consequences in various 
parts of the body may ensue. In such cases the complaint is 
marked by pain in the head, fever and chills which intermit ; 
and so regular sometimes are the intermissions that the physi- 
cian may be led to believe that he has fever and ague to deal 
with ; then pain and swelling of some of the joints may come 
on, leading to the belief that the case is complicated with rheu- 
matism ; but the true and alarming nature of the case will soon 
become apparent ; abscesses form in and about the affected 
joints, and if they be opened, foul, grumous and dark colored 
matter will be let out. The patient will generally have more or 
less fever, with dry parched tongue, rapid and feeble pulse, with 
more or less diarrhoea. 

In short, in these cases the patient has pain in the ear, with 
discharge of pus from the external meatus, followed by pain in 
the head coming on with fever and chills, and followed after a 
short interval by destructive suppuration in several distant 
parts ; all forming a chain of presumptive evidence that the 
fatal mischief finds its entrance into the head and rest of the 
system through the porches of the ear. 

Although quotidian paroxysms of fever have been noticed in 
several cases, still in one case at least the fever bore a tertian 
type : A young man previously healthy was attacked with fits 
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of shivering, accompanied by pain on the left side of the head ; 
at first the paroxysms were rather irregular ; but they soon 
assumed the form of tertian ague, coming on every other day, 
at about the same hour ; the cold fit commencing at noon and 
lasting about half an hour, followed by a hot fit of somewhat 
longer duration, and terminating in profuse perspiration. In 
the intermissions the pain in the head was trifling, there was no 
thirst or fever, but the patient did not sleep. A tumor formed 
over the mastoid process, and was opened, giving issue to a 
quantity of extremely offensive brownish pus, followed by great 
relief; but in about ten days the pain in the head and ear be- 
came very severe, with violent shivering fits many times a day, 
great thirst, heat of skin, vomiting and delirium ; his face was 
flushed and pulse hard ; he soon died. 

Suppuration of the tympanum and consequent disease of the 
bone, are more common in scrofulous persons than in others ; 
and they are more apt to occur as sequelae of scarlet fever, than 
in any other way. 

Treatment. — The remedies which act principally upon the 
sero-fibrous tissues are most specific in this disease, viz. : Aco- 
nite, Bryonia, Mercurius, Mezereum, Colchicum, &c. 

When it arises from a mechanical injury to the head, the 
treatment may be commenced with Arnica, internally and ex- 
ternally ; when fever arises, Aconite should be used internally, 
and the Tincture of the Root should be applied freely and re- 
peatedly to the external surface of the head, avoiding the cut 
or wounded surfaces ; if the case progresses steadily, Mercu- 
rius should be given in alternation with Aconite ; if signs of 
effusion of serum and fibrine from the inflamed membrane arise, 
Bryonia, Mezereum, Hellebore or Colchicum, should be used in 
alternation with Mercurius, or the Iodide of Mercury ; if the 
symptoms of purulent exudation arise, Tartar-emetic, or Hepar- 
sulph., Sabina or Thuya should be given. 
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ARACHNITIS. 

The arachnoid membrane is a shut sack, the parietal layer 
of which is attached to the dura mater, while the cerebral or 
visceral layer is for the most part blended with the pia mater 
of the brain. 

Inflammations of the parietal layer of the arachnoid, are on 
the whole of frequent occurrence; their pathological import, 
however, is according to Rokitansky, mostly subordinate ; 
they are met with, from injuries of the skull, from what is 
called a phlogistic state of the blood, in pynoeinia, in the course 
of acute eruptive diseases, in Bright's disease, and acute biliary 
dyscrasia. They are commonly slight in degree ; the inner 
surface of the dura mater is then found streaked with delicate 
red vessels, and is of a clear rosy tint ; it is lined with an exu- 
dation, that may be delicate or greyish, and soft like a layer of 
mucus ; or more consistent and membranous, or yellow, loose 
and pus-like. 

In some rarer cases, this inflammation of the parietal layer 
has all the appearance of being primary, and judging from the 
amount of its products, also severe. These processes usually 
take place, and furnish their products without being accompa- 
nied by any similar disease in the cerebral layer : even in the 
intense primary inflammation, just alluded to, the change which 
takes place in the cerebral layer is limited to cloudiness and 
thickening ; the false membrane very rarely produces any ad- 
hesion between the two surfaces. 

Inflammation of the cerebral layer of the arachnoid presents 
peculiar appearances, in respect to the condition of the pia 
mater. We find "on the one hand, that, as arachnitis is not 
usually fatal in itself, or at least not in an early stage, it 
sometimes leaves traces of its existence, in pretty extensive 
thickenings of the membrane ; in free exudations on its surface, 
which become converted into circumscribed tendinous patches, 
or diifused false membranes, &c, whilst very trifling changes 
are discoverable in the pia mater, to indicate that an inflam- 
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matory process occurred at the same time in it. When, on the 
other hand, the pia mater is acutely inflamed, and there is 
profuse exudation into its tissue, the subjacent arachnoid is in 
no marked degree affected, and its surface is entirely without 
any free exudation. Showing that the inflammations of the two 
membranes are entirely different and distinct, and that specific 
remedies must be found to act curatively upon each. 

Purulent exudation on the free surface of the arachnoid takes 
place on the 'parietal layer only when the dura mater is 
very acutely inflamed in consequence of injury of the skull and 
caries, proving that remedies which act specifically upon the 
bones and dura mater, will also probably act specifically in in- 
flammations of the parietal layer of the arachnoid ; and on the 
cerebral layer, only when a simultaneous acute inflammation of 
the pia mater also gives rise to an exudation of pus ; proving 
that remedies which act specifically upon the pia mater, will 
also probably act specifically upon the cerebral layer of the 
arachnoid. 

It is remarkable that true tubercular exudations clo not occur 
on the arachnoid ; proving that remedies which act specifically 
upon the arachnoid may prove antidotal to tubercular disease. 

Finally, according to Rokitansky, on whichever layer of 
the arachnoid these processes take place, that portion which cor- 
responds to the convexity of the hemispheres of the brain is 
exclusively affected ; and in proportion as they approach the 
base of the brain, (which they occasionally do), the intensity of 
the inflammation, and the quantity of their products is palpably 
diminished ; again proving that remedies which act specifically 
upon the upper surface of the brain, and upon the arachnoid 
are antagonistic, or antidotal to tubercular disease, which acts 
principally upon the base of the brain, and upon the pia mater. 

Symptoms and Treatment. — These are very similar to 
those of simple inflammation of the pia mater, and cannot be 
definitely given in the present state of our knowledge. 
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MENINGITIS. 

This is the true meningitis, and the most important disease 
of the membranes of the brain. According to Rokitansky it 
is impossible to depict its general features without distinguish- 
ing two totally different forms of the disease. 

a) First form. — This is a true inflammatory affection; it usu- 
ally extends over the convexity of the brain, and diminishes in 
intensity as it approaches the base. It rarely occurs at the base 
of the brain at all. 

The individuals who present this form of disease are gene- 
rally in the youthful period, the bloom of life ; they are usually 
strong, at any rate they show no trace of the tubercular dys- 
crasia. 

The disease is usually unaccompanied with acute dropsy of 
the brain ; at least the exudations and effusions found in the 
ventricles are mostly slight ; so also, softening of the stomach 
does not usually accompany or result from it. 

Except at its periphery or convexity, the brain is unaltered 
by it, especially no softening of the brain arises or results 
from it. 

It is a pure inflammatory affection and if any specific reme- 
dies against simple inflammation are known in any school of 
medicine, it ought to be a perfectly manageable disease. In 
fact Rokitansky says, although this form of meningitis is 
frequently fatal, yet it often terminates in resolution. A chro- 
nic form of it is frequently found in mental disease, especially 
in cases of secondary imbecility ; yet it is frequently acute and 
even epidemic. 

6) Second form. — This is the most frequent and fatal dis- 
ease of the membranes of the brain, especially in children. It 
occurs according to Rokitansky almost exclusively at the 
base of the brain, and the peculiar opaline, flocculent, albumino- 
serous, gelatinous, sero-purulent effusions and exudations which 
attend it, accumulate especially between the hemispheres of the 
brain on each side, from the optic commissure in front to the 
30 
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pons, and even over the medulla oblongata behind. From 
thence they may be traced into the fissure of Sylvius, and the 
longitudinal fissure of the brain, and so on to the convex surface 
of the hemispheres ; for the fibrino-tuberculous product accu- 
mulates along the vascular trunks which run in the fissures, 
viz. : the arteries and veins of the fissure of Sylvius and Cor- 
pus-callosum, and the latter often appear completely enveloped 
in the exudation. 

From these points the inflammation always extends also to 
the choroid plexuses and the lining membrane of the ventricles, 
particularly the lateral ventricles, and there gives rise to the 
effusion and exudation of similar products, from which a distinct 
purulent sediment is often deposited ; hence it is almost always 
combined with acute dropsy of the brain ; and very often it is 
also associated with softening of the stomach. 

The brain itself is always in a state of acute oedema, or se- 
rous infiltration, with hydrocephalic swelling. At those parts 
where the disease is most intense, and particularly in the fis- 
sures of Sylvius, the convolutions of the brain, especially at the 
superficial parts, become the seat of red, or yellow softening. 

The subjects of this form of the disease are mostly children, 
although it is also frequent at later periods of life. The indi- 
viduals who are attacked with it are generally persons already 
suffering with the tuberculous dyscrasia, or those in whom tu- 
bercle is actually deposited. 

The base of the brain is the chief seat of this form of tuber- 
culosis ; from thence it extends towards and over the hemi- 
spheres ; it is rare to find the convex surface of the brain the 
principal seat of its development. — Rokitansky. 

It is the most frequent and fatal disease of the head ; as it is 
generally associated with the deposit of tubercles in other, and 
often many other organs, with extensive dropsy and softening 
of the brain, and with decided softening of the stomach, there 
is almost necessarily scarcely any chance of recovery. 

Symptoms of 'primary meningitis. — This disease is most 
frequent in persons from the age of sixteen to forty-five years ; 
next, in children from five and a half to eleven years ; it is very 
rare in infants, and more common in males than females. It is 
most frequently caused by exposure to the sun, by excessive 
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intellectual labor, by intemperance in drinking, and by depress- 
ing mental emotions ; in children it is most common during 
dentition, or from suppression of eruptions of the scalp. 

In the simple, 'primary form of the disease, the pain in the 
head is always very prominent, and sets in at the very begin- 
ning of the attack ; it is violent and continued, with more or less 
severe exacerbations ; it often obliges the patient to cry out ; it 
is complained of spontaneously and unceasingly ; the patient 
insists that his disease is solely in his head, can point to the 
exact seat of it, and complains of it until he falls into a state of 
unconsciousness. 

The intelligence is very quickly involved in the great majori- 
ty of cases ; there is great mental agitation, soon followed by 
active delirium, which is sometimes violent, or even furious. 

The patients are apt to get out of bed, and attempt to jump 
out of the window, &c. This is soon followed by somnolence, 
which alternates at first with the delirium, but finally settles 
into a profound coma, or complete loss of consciousness. 

The eyes are sensitive to light, the pupils are almost always 
dilated, but at times they are contracted or irregular ; they 
finally become immoveable, and in some cases vision is entirely 
abolished ; squinting is also frequently observed, especially in 
children. 

The nerves of motion do not ordinarily present any peculiar 
symptoms, especially in the early stages of the disease, except 
that the patient is apt to totter and fall if he attempts to rise ; 
at a later stage, however, we often notice stiffness of the limbs, 
or spasmodic contractions, or even convulsions ; but these symp- 
toms are not constant. Towards the end of the attack, subsul- 
tus, carphologia, and convulsive movements are generally pre- 
sent. It is rare that we observe partial stiffness of one limb, or 
paralysis ; when these are present, there generally is a simul- 
taneous affection of the brain itself. 

Sometimes the nerves of sensation are blunted, either through- 
out the whole body, or in more or less extensive parts; at times, 
however, there is an increase of sensibility, at least for a time. 

The countenance is generally animated, the eyes haggard and 
brilliant ; there are frequent alterations of color, from red to 
violet, and thence to pallor, more or less intense. Sometimes 
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the features are contracted and grimacing, at others they are 
relaxed. The eyes often express astonishment, fright or fury ; 
at others they seem dull, glassy, and without expression ; at 
times they are prominent, at others sunken. An unintelligent 
smile often flits over the features. The nostrils are generally 
dry ; the lips pale and parched. 

Of the symptoms of the digestive organs, the vomitings are 
without doubt the most remarkable ; they are generally bilious, 
and often abundant ; they often cease on the second or third 
day of the attack, but sometimes persist to the end, although 
they may intermit for a time, to be renewed again. The tongue 
is generally dry, often red, or covered with various kinds of 
coating. Constipation is also one of the most constant symp- 
toms ; it generally sets in from the beginning, and may even 
precede the other phenomena. 

The breathing is generally remarkably irregular. 

Fever is always well marked, the pulse is quick and hard at 
first ; afterwards it becomes small and irregular. The skin is 
hot and remarkably dry. 

Secondary meningitis occurs during the course of some 
other disease, especially typhoid fever ; the headache is apt 
to be not very well marked ; the vomitings are often absent ; 
the most remarkable symptoms are the softness, and irregulari- 
ty of the pulse and respiration, the paleness and expression of 
anxiety upon the face, and the extreme agitation which precedes 
the delirium. 

The course of the disease is onwards, and although there are 
some exacerbations, yet the remissions are not as notable as in 
tubercular meningitis. The duration of the disease is very 
short ; it does not last longer than from three to nine or eleven 
days. 

Diagnosis. — Inflammation of the pia mater may be mistaken 
for tubercular meningitis, or for typhoid fever. But in tuber- 
cular meningitis there are generally preceding signs of ill- 
health, or of tubercular disease ; the symptoms of inflammation 
of the pia mater set in more suddenly, are more severe from the 
onset, and persist more actively ; the headache is more violent, 
also the heat of the head, redness of the face and intolerance of 
light ; the delirium is also more intense ; the vomitings are 
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more frequent and abundant ; the fever more severe and con- 
stant. The symptoms progress more rapidly and regularly. 

It may be distinguished from typhoid fever by the less fre- 
quent vomiting, more frequent pains in and distension of the 
bowels, with diarrhoea, which are so characteristic of the latter 
disease ; enlargement of the spleen may also be distinguished 
by percussion ; bleeding from the nose and ringing in the ears, 
the rose colored spots, sudamina, the regularity of the pulse and 
breathing, and absence of rigidity or paralysis of the limbs will 
also serve to distinguish the two diseases. 

Treatment. — If the symptoms of arachnitis or meningitis 
begin to show themselves, or even if the disease be fully de- 
veloped we may begin the treatment with Aconite ; it acts spe- 
cifically upon the serous and fibrous membranes, and is thought 
to be homoeopathic to all acute inflammations, while physicians 
of the dominant school suppose it to be as antipathic to all 
acute inflammations and congestions as Digitalis or Veratrum- 
viride. According to Kreussler it is not a question of fever 
or no fever, for an acute inflammation of the brain as well as of 
the meningeal membranes requires the use of Aconite, from the 
commencement of the disease until the period when essential 
changes develop the full characters of the affection. He says 
it is always safe to commence the treatment with a few doses of 
Aconite, even if it be possible to discern the homoeopathicity of 
another and apparently more specific remedy from the very be- 
ginning of the attack. 

D0SC« — Of course, in so serious a disease, the remedy should be 
used promptly and thoroughly; it should be given not only internal- 
ly, but also applied externally, and that right freely. I have been in 
the habit of applying the Tincture of the Root of Aconite, over a 
large portion of the scalp, every 2, 4, 6 or 8 hours, according to the 
severity of the symptoms. The Tincture of the Plant may be given 
in repeated doses, every ^, ^, 1 or 2 hours, in acute and rapid cases ; 
every 2, 4 or 6 hours, in sub-acute and slighter attacks.* 

If the case progress, so that it is probable that exudations of 
plastic lymph or sero-fibrous effusions have already commenced 
to take place, then Bryonia and Mercurius are the most im- 
portant remedies ; if there be much vomiting with obstinate 
constipation, great heat of head and much fever, one or two full 

* The dilutions and pellets are probably not useful in cases of meningitis of any kind. 
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doses of Mercurius may be given so as to bring about free 
action upon the bowels. Small doses of Tartar-emetic may 
also serve to allay the irritability of the stomach, to moderate 
the fever, tend to produce perspiration and aid the action upon 
the bowels ; but they must not be continued long, or else too 
great prostration may be produced. The Tartar-emetic must 
be quickly changed to alternate doses of Bryonia, and small but 
repeated doses of Mercurius. If Mercurius be at all indicated 
it may also be allowable to apply a weak solution or ointment 
upon the scalp, in the immediate neighborhood of the seat of the 
disease. 

If it becomes apparent that a large effusion of serum, has 
taken place from the inflamed membranes, Helleborus, Digita- 
lis, Kali-hydriodicum, and Mercurius-iodatus, become the 
principal remedies. If Hellebore and Digitalis, either singly 
or in alternation fail to produce an alleviation of the symptoms, 
Kali-hydriodicum may be applied over the whole of the scalp in 
solution, or in the form of an ointment, and frequently repeated 
small doses may be given internally. If these also fail, Iodide 
of Mercury may be applied in the form of an ointment over the 
scalp, and small doses ^f this, or of Mercurius-corrosivus may 
be given internally. 

If an almost entire suppression of urine occur, Cantharides 
will prove the most homoeopathic remedy. It is far more ho- 
moeopathic to inflammations of the membranes of the brain than 
either Belladonna, Stramonium or Hyosciamus, which only pro- 
duce congestion, rarely inflammation of these parts. Cantha- 
rides has caused congestion of the vessels of the brain ; thick- 
ening of the arachnoid of the brain, but especially of the cere- 
bellum, which is covered with a very thick layer of lymph, while 
a large quantity of serum has been found at the base of the 
brain. As the suppression of urine in arachnitis and meningi- 
tis, does not depend upon an inflammation of the kidneys, but 
upon a torpid or semi-paralytic state of these organs from pres- 
sure upon the brain, Cantharides which acts far more specifi- 
cally upon the kidneys, than upon the brain or its membranes, 
may arouse the former organs from their torpor, and bring on a 
secretion of urine which may relieve the pressure upon the 
brain ; at the same time it will not exert an injurious or too 
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irritating effect upon the brain or its membranes, as the stage 
in which it is most indicated, and hence is most useful, is that 
in which the profuse exudation of fibrine and copious effusion of 
serum from the meninges of the brain has brought about a 
resolution of the inflammatory congestion of these organs, and 
left them in a state of torpor from over-exertion and secretion, 
which will not bear debilitating remedies, and may tolerate ex- 
citing or stimulating ones ; the depressed state of the general 
system when copious effusion has taken place, marked by sopor 
with complete insensibility to external impressions, with a small 
feeble and intermitting pulse, coldness and clamminess of the 
skin, calls for the use of stimulants, and Cantharides may prove 
the best, from its specific relation to the seat and nature of the 
disease, and its marked power over the secretion of the kidneys, 
which it is so important to restore. If the case be not abso- 
lutely hopeless, and the internal use of Cantharides does not 
produce the desired effect, and the physician and parents are 
willing to inflict some suffering in the hope of saving life, which 
might otherwise be lost, a blister of Cantharides may also be 
applied to the back of the neck, or even to the scalp. But such 
an extreme and severe measure should only be used in cases of 
pure or simple arachnitis, or meningitis ; if it be at all probable 
that tubercular meningitis be present, all temptations to severe 
and active measures should be steadily rejected by the physi- 
cian, whose sole endeavors in such almost invariably hopeless 
cases, should be directed towards soothing and allaying any 
and every painful symptom of the case ; narcotic remedies, such 
as Belladonna, Conium, Hyosciamus, Opium, or Stramonium, or 
Cannabis-indica, or Chloroform should be used freely and without 
hesitation. To save life is next to impossible ; to allay suffer- 
ing is both possible and imperatively demanded. 

It may be allowable to mention here that Dr. Hahn has sue 
ceeded several times with the cold affusion, in arousing and 
curing children, after the supervention of complete coma. He 
has also succeeded in 14 cases, after the patients were in an ap- 
parently hopeless state of coma, with frictions of the scalp, with 
Tartar-emetic ointment repeated every two hours, until pustu- 
lation was established ; it is a severe measure and occasionally 
induces gangrene of the scalp, yet it is perhaps allowable in the 
advanced stages of simple inflammatory meningitis. 
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IN CHILDREN. 

This is one of the most common diseases of the brain or its 
appendages in children. It is by far the most common cause of 
so-called acute- or sub-acute dropsy of the brain, and furnishes 
a satisfactory reason why this disease is so frequently fatal 
under every variety of treatment, at the same time that it ren- 
ders it self-evident that any physician or class of physicians who 
pretend to cure the majority of their cases of dropsy of the 
brain, are either self-deceived, or are absolute impostors. 

Green says that at least one-fourth of all the diseases of the 
brain in children are tubercular in their nature ; Becq.uerel 
in 30 cases of meningitis, found tubercular granulations in the 
membranes of the brain in no less than 28 ; Jackson found 
them in 4 cases out of 6 ; Green discovered them in 56 cases 
out of 60 ; Rilliet and Barthez in 29 cases out of 33 ; Bou- 
chut in 6 cases out of 9. Hence in 138 cases of so called 
acute hydrocephalus, tubercles were found in no less than 123 
instances. Hence it is evident that until within a few years, 
tubercular meningitis, simple acute meningitis, independent of 
tuberculization, and simple dropsical effusion within the 
cavity of the skull, independent of inflammation have been con- 
founded together under the single term of hydrocephalus or 
water on the brain. 

Symptoms. — Unlike acute simple meningitis there is more or 
less of a premonitory stage. According to West, in the first or 
premonitory stage there are many indications of cerebral con- 
gestion, coupled with general febrile disturbance ; and present- 
ing exacerbations and remissions at irregular periods. The 
child becomes gloomy, pettish and slow in its movements, and is 
but little pleased with its usual amusements. Or, at other 
times its spirits are very variable ; it will sometimes cease sud- 
denly in the midst of its play, and run to hide its head in its 
mother's lap, putting its hand to its head, and complaining of 
headache, or saying merely that it is tired or sleepy, and wants 
to go to bed. Sometimes, too, it turns giddy, as may be known, 
not so much from its complaint of dizziness, as from its sudden- 
ly standing still, gazing around for a moment as if lost, and 
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then either beginning to cry at the strange sensation, or seem- 
ing to awake from a reverie, and at once returning to its play. 
The infant in its nurse's arms betrays the same sensation by a 
sudden look of alarm, a momentary cry, and a hasty clinging to 
its nurse. If the child can walk, it may be observed to drag 
one leg, halting in its gait, though but slightly, and seldom so 
much at one time as at another, so that both the parents and 
the physician may be disposed to attribute it to an ungainly 
habit which the child has contracted. The appetite is usually 
bad, though sometimes very variable, and the child, when appa- 
rently busy at play, may all at once throw down its toys and 
beg for food ; then refuse what is offered, or taking a hasty bite, 
may seem to nauseate the half-tasted morsel, may open its 
mouth stretch out its tongue, and heave as if about to vomit. 
The thirst is seldom considerable, and sometimes there is an 
actual aversion to drink as well as to food, apparently from its 
exciting or increasing the nausea. The stomach, however, sel- 
dom rejects everything, but the same food that occasions sick- 
ness at one time is retained at another. Sometimes the child 
vomits only after taking food ; at other times, even when the 
stomach is empty, it brings up some greenish phlegm, without 
much effort, and with no relief. These attacks of vomiting 
seldom occur oftener than two or three times a day, but they 
may return for several days together, the child's head probably 
growing heavier, and its headache more severe. The bowels 
are generally constipated from the first ; the evacuations are 
usually scanty, sometimes pale, often of different colors, almost 
always deficient in bile, frequently mud-colored and very offen- 
sive. The abdomen is seldom full or distended, but the child 
sometimes complains of pain in the belly, which may be tender 
to pressure. The tongue is not dry, generally rather red at 
the tip and edges, coated with white fur in the centre, which 
becomes yellowish towards the root ; occasionally West has 
seen it very moist, and uniformly coated with a thin white fur. 
The skin is harsh, but there is no great heat of surface. The 
nostrils are dry ; the eyes lustreless ; the pulse accelerated, 
but seldom exceeding 120 in children of four years old and up- 
wards, not full and strong, but often unequal in the force and 
duration of its beat. 
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The child is apt to be drowsy, and will sometimes want to be 
put to bed two or three times in the day ; but it is restless, 
sleeps badly, grinds its teeth in its sleep, lies with its eyes 
partially open, awakes with the slightest noise, or even starts 
up in alarm without any apparent cause. At night, too, the 
existence of intolerance of light is often first noticed in conse- 
quence of the child's complaints about the presence of the 
candle in the room. 

West truly says, that we must not expect to find all these 
symptoms in every case, neither indeed, when present are they 
persistent, but the child's condition is very apt to vary greatly 
in the course of a few minutes ; cheerfulness alternating with 
depression, and sound sleep being now and then enjoyed in the 
midst of the unrefreshing dozes of the night. 

Haetmann says, the precursory stage does not offer any of 
the characteristic symptoms of acute dropsy of the brain. Thus 
the child, which was previously able to run about with ease, has 
an unsteady vaccillating gait ; he raises his feet high from the 
floor, or is liable to fall on the level ground, even in the room. 
This unsteadiness communicates itself to the whole body. We 
observe, moreover, a sudden change of disposition ; in the place 
of the former cheerfulness and lightness of heart, the child is 
apt to become morose and peevish. On moving the head sud- 
denly, or raising it from the recumbent posture, vertigo or a 
sense of stupefaction is experienced. In some cases the secre- 
tion of urine is scanty, in others it is turbid, flocculent or opal- 
escent. Some authors number a fine, dry, colorless eruption on 
the outer side of the upper arm, on the cheeks and lips among 
the precursory symptoms of dropsy of the brain. 

Besides these symptoms there are others which are more or 
less characteristic ;• such as a loss of the previous blooming ap- 
pearance ; restless sleep during which the child is apt to moan, 
groan, £tart up as in a fright, alternations of creeping chills and 
flushes ©f heat ; a pulse of the ordinary rapidity, but one which 
intermits at times, or beats irregularly or more feebly. 

If many of these symptoms be present, the physician should 
be led to suspect the impending approach of dropsy of the brain 
and to watch the development of the symptoms with anxious 
and redoubled attention. If the child be descended from scrofu- 
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lous or consumptive parents it may already be too late to save 
life ; the tuberculous dyscrasia may already be so fully de- 
veloped, or the blood be already so fully overloaded with tuber- 
cular matter, or the capillary vessels may have lost their power 
and function of forming or separating healthy materials from 
the blood, that it will be impossible to prevent the formation 
and deposition of tubercle in the membranes of the brain, or 
even in many other organs. Still the trial must be made, late 
though it be. But in order to treat the tuberculous tendency 
or dyscrasia with the faintest hope of success, we must first un- 
derstand, thoroughly understand, of what tubercle consists, and 
what it really is. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

TUBERCLE. 

The physical description of tubercle is well known to every 
physician, the chemical is not so. According to Hasse, who 
drew his conclusions from numerous analyses carefully compiled 
by Cerrutti and Vogel, the organic component parts of tu- 
bercle are principally Caseine, with some fat, and a little albu- 
men. According to Preuss the animal portion of tubercle is 
principally made up of Caseine, with some fat in the form of 
Cholesterine, and a trifle of Phymatine. Guterbock found 
much Caseine, some Albumen, Phymatine and fat. 

Less accurate observers, such as Thenard, found Albumen in 
excess; while Hecht and Scharlau, who probably did not 
separate the cellular and other tissues, or products of inflamma- 
tion found intermixed with the surrounding tubercular masses, 
found nearly equal proportions of Gelatine, Albumen and Fi- 
brine, in their analyses of tubercular substance. 

Ancell, justly says, if we admit that tubercle is a definite 
chemical compound, which is very probable, still this compound 
must be subject to changes and to admixture with numerous 
extraneous and accidental materials, as with those composing 
the tissues in which the tubercle is deposited, and which by 
pressure and otherwise, become disintegrated and blended with 
the essential constituents of tubercle, or with the products of 
inflammation, such as coagulable lymph, or fibrine, or pus from 



454 



TUBERCULOSIS. 



inflammation of the substance of the tuberculous organ, or with 
mucus or pus from the mucous membrane of the lungs, or with 
blood itself. It is always difficult, and frequently impossible, 
for the chemist to separate these different products, or to esti- 
mate their proportions. Tubercle must also, from the same 
causes, exhibit differences, according to the nature of the tissue 
in which it is seated. Still, he says, chemical analysis, leaves no 
doubt that tubercle contains a protein compound as an essential 
constituent, which appears to bear a close analogy to, if it be 
not identically Caseine. Tubercle has a decidedly cheesy ap- 
pearance to the naked eye, and tuberculous pus resembles a 
mixture of soft cheese and water both in color and consistence. 
Ancell repeats that the caseous quality of tubercle and scrofu- 
lous pus indicates the presence of a nitrogenous compound of a 
caseous nature in the liquor tuberculi, showing that from the 
liquor sanguinis of tuberculous blood a caseous blastema is exu- 
ded, differing from the ordinary healthy blastema. Its caseous 
quality renders it unfit to nourish the tissues, and gives it a 
tendency to solidification. 

Another large class of medical chemists think that tubercle is 
essentially albuminous in its nature. Thus Hecht found in 
crude tubercle : Fibrine 30 parts ; Albumen 23 ; Gelatine 27 ; 
water and loss. 27. Boudet found : Caseine, Gelatine and a 
considerable quantity of Cholesterine ; when tuberculous sub- 
stance was treated with cold water it yielded : Albumen, a sub- 
stance resembling Caseine, and a fibrinous residue. Guter- 
bock found : Pyine, Phymatine, Albumen and fat. Scharlau, 
Albumen, Gelatine, Fibrine, fat and water. Yogel, Fibrine, 
Albumen and Caseine, with fat, a material analagous to Pyine, 
&c. Glover, Pyine, Albumen, (but no Caseine,) fat, &c. 
L'Heretier found softened tubercle to consist of Albumen, 
very soft Fibrine, fatty matter and lime. 

It is easy to account for many of these discrepancies; thus 
Preuss in the most complete chemical analyses of crude tuber- 
cular pulmonary substance which has yet been furnished, found 
Gelatine in the residue of the pulmonary tissue, which he care- 
fully separated from the tuberculous substance, but none in 
tubercle itself. If other chemists had been equally careful, 
they probably would not have found much or any Gelatine in 
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tuberculous matter. Again, Ancell says that Pyine is by no 
means a constant constituent of tubercle ; it is a trit-oxide of 
Protein, the result of inflammatory action on tuberculous blood 
resulting in the super-oxidation of the Protein compounds, such 
as Caseine, or possibly Albumen or Fibrine, which make up the 
bulk of tubercle. The Fibrine is also probably the result of 
inflammation, hence, we can easily narrow down the two essen- 
tial constituents of tubercle to Caseine and Albumen. 

Caseine and Albumen are analagous substances ; both are 
compounds of Protein ; Albumen consists of 10 atoms of Pro- 
tein, 2 atoms of Sulphur and 1 of Phosphor. ; while Caseine 
consists of 10 atoms of Protein, 1 of Sulphur and none of Phos- 
phor. Hence it is very easy for careless or not very expert 
chemists to mistake one for the other. 



TUBERCULOUS BLOOD. 

As tubercle is evidently derived from the blood, we have next 
to examine the character of the blood in tuberculous subjects. 
According to Ancell tuberculous blood is defective in vital 
properties ; the red globules are deficient in number and de- 
fective in structure ; the globulin, hrematin and iron are all 
deficient. 

The serum of the blood is vitiated in quality, the water, 
Albumen and lime are in excess, and the Albumen also defec- 
tive in quality. Caseine does not exist normally in the blood, 
and hence, the defect in the Albumen may consist in its tenden- 
cy to be converted into Caseine. 

The Fibrine is rather deficient in quantity and defective in 
quality, the fats probably deficient ; the alkaline and earthy 
salts, especially the chlorides and phosphates of Soda and 
Potassa decidedly deficient. 

DIETETIC TREATMENT OF THE TUBERCULOUS DYSCRASIA. 

Hence the indications for the improvement of the quality of 
tuberculous blood, are : 1st, to increase the quantity of iron, fat, 
alkaline- and earthy-salts and Fibrine, and to improve the quali- 
ty of the latter ; 2d, to diminish the quantity of water, lime and 
Albumen, and improve the quality of the latter. 
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As blood is formed from the food by the processes of diges- 
tion, chymification, chylification and sanguinification, tubercu- 
lous blood may be produced from improper food, by a peculiar 
form of indigestion, or by a defect in sanguinification in the 
lungs or other parts of the body. 

In the first place vegetable Albumen, according to Mulder 
is perfectly identical with animal Albumen, and hence it is 
probable that the whole quantity of Albumen required for the 
purposes of the body is delivered to it already formed, and does 
not require to be elaborated by the processes of digestion or 
sanguinification. Great care should be exercised in the selec- 
tion of the albuminous articles of food for consumptive persons, 
that they be of the best quality ; as there is already a tendency 
to excess of Albumen iiY tuberculous subjects, articles of food 
should be selected which contain comparatively little of already 
formed Albumen. According to Prout the following quantities 
of Albumen are found in the subjoined animal substances. 
East India Isinglass, - - 7.2 to 13.5 per cent. 
White of Egg, ... - 15.5 " 

Yolk " 17.47 " 

Liver of Ox, - - - 20.19 " 

Sweetbread, .... 14.00 " 

Caviare, 31.00 " 

Hence the above articles are more or less objectionable in 
the diet of scrofulous, tuberculous or consumptive persons. 
The muscle of Beef contains only, - 2.2 per cent. 



Mutton 


a 


2.6 


Venison 


(( 


2.3 


Veal 


a 


2.6 to 3.2 


Chicken 


i. 


3.0 


Fish 


(i 


4.4 to 5.2 


Pigeon 


ti 


4.5 



Hence, beef, mutton, venison and chicken form the best ani- 
mal food for tuberculous subjects. 

Again, as the Eibrine of the blood is defective and deficient, 
articles of food which contain much Eibrine should be selected. 
The muscle of Beef contains 20 per cent, of Fibrine. 

" Mutton « 22 « « 

Chicken " 20 " " 
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The muscle of Veal contains 19 per cent, of Fibrine. 

" Pork " 19 " « 

" Fish « from 13 to 15 " « 

" Sweetbread, only 8 " < : 

Again, articles which contain Caseine should be avoided in the 
diet of tuberculous persons — milk, curds and cheese are objection- 
able, cream and whey are allowable. Asses' milk is the least 
objectionable as it contains only 1.82 per cent, of Caseine, while 
cows' milk contains as much as 4.48. The milk of cows fed on 
hay, turnips and potatoes contains only 3.3 per cent, of Caseine, 
and is perhaps less injurious than some other kinds. 

Vegetable Caseine is chiefly found in the leguminous seeds, 
such as beans, peas, lentils, &c, hence these may have to be 
avoided. 

Vegetable Albumen is present in considerable quantity in 
most vegetable juices, such as the juices of carrots, turnips, 
cabbages, cauliflowers, asparagus, &c. — Potatoes contain far 
less Protein and Albumen than any other vegetable substance 
used for food, — only 1 per cent. 

Vegetable Fibrine is most abundant in the seeds of the cereal 
grasses, such as wheat, rye, barley, oats, maize, rice ; it also 
exists in ' buckwheat ; the juice of grapes is especially rich in 
it, &c. 

As the fat is deficient in the tuberculous dyscrasia, the oily 
alimentary principles should be used. 

Filberts contain - - - 60 per cent, of oil. 
Walnuts " 50 " " 

Olive seeds - - - 54 " " 

Cocoa and Earth-nuts 47 " " 

Almonds " 46 " " 

Maize " 9 " " 

Dates " - - only .02 " " 

Yolk of Eggs - - - 28.75 " « 

Ordinary meat, with cellular tissue 14.3 " " 

Liver of Ox - - only 3.89 " " 

Caviare - - " 4.3 " " 

Cow's Milk - - " 3.13 " " 

Asses " - « .11 « « 
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Butter and olive oil, fiats, meats and marrow may be used, 
suet puddings, salmon, herrings and eels abound in oil, choco- 
late and cocoa,, hashes, stews and broths contain much fat. As 
the fixed oils and fats are difficult and slow of digestion many 
physicians may consider them objectionable. It is well known 
that in many delicate persons fat does not become properly 
chymified. It floats on the contents of the stomach in the form 
of an oily pellicle, becoming odorous, and sometimes highly ran- 
cid, and in this state excites heartburn, most disagreeable nausea, 
and eructations, or at times actual vomiting. These effects are 
owing to the development of volatile fatty acids, and may be 
prevented by the use of alkaline and earthy salts, such as the 
chlorides and phosphates of Soda and Potassa which are also 
required to make up the deficiency of them, which has been shown 
to be present in the blood of tuberculous subjects. 

As the Iron of the blood is also deficient, a certain quantity 
must be supplied to the system. 



TUBERCULOUS INDIGESTION. 

Such is the theoretically correct system of diet in tuberculous 
dyscrasia and affections ; but it is very evident that healthy 
animal or vegetable Caseine or Albumen will not be converted 
into tuberculous Caseine and Albumen if all the functions of 
digestion and sanguinification be perfectly and healthily per- 
formed. According to Bennett, many observing physicians 
have not failed to notice that tubercular disease is ushered in 
with a bad or capricious appetite, a furred or morbidly clean 
tongue, unusual acidity of the stomach and bowels, loss of 
appetite, constipation alternating with diarrhoea, and a variety 
of symptoms denominated dyspeptic, or referable to a deranged 
state of the digestive organs. It is probable that tuberculosis 
is a disease of the primary digestion, causing, 1st, impoverish- 
ment of the blood ; 2d, local exudations from the bloodvessels 
presenting the characters of tuberculous exudation ; and third 
the consequent softening, ulcerations and destructive results 
which distinguish it. Bennett also asserts that further ob- 
servations show, that circumstances which remove the mal- 
assimilation of food frequently check further tubercular exuda- 
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tions, while those which previously existed become abortive, and 
that occasionally more extensive excavations may heal up and 
cicatrize. •« 

A healthy nutrition of the body cannot proceed "without a 
proper admixture and proportion of the albuminous and oleagi- 
nous elements. This may be inferred from the physiological 
experiments of Tiedemann, Gmelin, Leuret, Lassaigne, Ma- 
gendie and others ; from an observation of the constituents of 
milk, (caseine, butter and sugar,) the natural food of young 
mammiferous animals ; from a knowledge of the contents of the 
egg, (albumen and oil,) which constitute the source, from which 
all the tissues of oviparous animals are formed before the shell 
is broken ; and from all that we know of the principles con- 
tained in the food of adult animals. 

The peculiarity of tuberculosis, however, is that an excess of 
acidity exists in the alimentary canal, whereby the albuminous 
constituents of the food are rendered easily soluble, whilst the 
alkaline secretions of the saliva and of the pancreatic juice are 
more than neutralized, and rendered incapable either of trans- 
forming the carbonaceous constituents of vegetable food into 
oil, or of so preparing fatty matters introduced into the system, 
as will render them easily assimilable. In consequence, more 
albuminous than fatty matters enter the blood, and the necessary 
waste of structure is supplied by the absorption of the adipose 
tissues of the body. Hence the emaciation which characterizes 
tubercular disease ; hence also, as the fatty matters introduced 
into the stomach are not digested and assimilated, but are sim- 
ply taken up into the vena porta and carried to the liver, the 
fatty liver which occurs so frequently in the tuberculous dys- 
crasia. In the meanwhile local congestions occur in various 
parts, leading to an exudation containing a super-abundance of 
albumen ; which in its turn being deficient in the necessary 
proportion of fatty matter to form elementary molecules, remain 
abortive and form tuberculous corpuscules. 

To improve the faulty nutrition which originates and keeps 
up the tubercular disease it is of all things important, therefore, 
to cause a larger quantity of fatty matter to be assimilated. 
The use of alkalies or other solvents or digestives of oil are all- 
important, although a mere increase in the amount, or even 
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quality of the food will often accomplish this. The treatment 
practised some years ago by Dr. Stewart, which consisted in 
freely administering beef-steaks and porter, and ^causing exer- 
cise to be taken in the open air, excited considerable attention 
from its success. Bennett has been informed, that in some 
parts of America the cure consists in living on the bone-marrow 
of the buffalo, and that the consumptive patient gets so strong 
in this way, that he is at length able to hunt down the animal 
on the prairies. All kinds of food, rich in fat, will not unfre- 
quently produce the same effects, and hence the value long at- 
tributed to milk, especially ass's milk, the produce of the dairy, 
as cream and butter, fat bacon, caviare, &c. 

But, in order that such substances should be digested or 
assimilated, solvents of fat (alkalies) must be used, if the powers 
of the stomach and alimentary canal have undergone any great 
diminution. Unless this precaution be used, it will be found in 
many cases that the patient is unable to tolerate such kind of 
food, and that it either lies undigested in the stomach, or is 
sooner or later vomited. 

Children born of tuberculous mothers should be weaned 
early ; unless a perfectly healthy and robust wet-nurse can 
"be procured it is better to feed them with diluted or undiluted 
cream. 



FULLY DEVELOPED TUBERCULOUS MENINGITIS 

Is marked by three important symptoms, viz. : by headache, 
vomiting and constipation, to which is added in the great 
majority of cases, some acceleration of the pulse ; the intelli- 
gence may remain perfect, showing that the brain itself is not 
yet involved ; the strength may not be greatly diminished, nor 
the appetite entirely lost, and the thirst may be moderate. 
These symptoms usually last but two or three days before 
others make their appearance, showing that the attack is con- 
firmed. In some few instances, however, the precursory symp- 
toms last, with irregular intermissions, for several weeks. In 
some cases the invasion may be preceded for three months by 
occasional cough, irregular attacks of fever, progressive emacia- 
tion, paleness, languor alternating with extreme irritability, 
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disinclination to take exercise, and during the latter part of the 
time by partial lameness, and in fact by all the signs of general 
tubercular disease. In other cases the invasion may be pre- 
ceded for several months by frequent complaints of intense 
headache, especially after taking active exercise, and by unusual 
languor, and by no other symptoms ; there may be long inter- 
vals of health, and the child then be taken down suddenly. 

According to Meigs, headache is a nearly invariable symp- 
tom in children old enough to describe their sensations, and is 
therefore very important. In infants its presence is to be in- 
ferred -when the child frequently carries its hands to various 
parts of the head, and presses strongly against it, and when the 
head is constantly rolled from side to side. It is usually re- 
ferred to a point just over one or both brows ; in other cases it 
extends over the whole head. It is commonly severe so that 
the child, when old enough, complains of it spontaneously ; they 
may even cry frequently and bitterly, beg to have the doctor 
sent for, and submit willingly to any remedy suggested for its 
relief. It is thought that the acute, shrill cry of the disease 
depends upon the acuteness of this pain. It usually lasts 
throughout the first stage, and ceases only as the delirium and 
coma of the second stage come on. 

As long as the membranes of the brain are alone involved the 
headache is not attended with delirium. In truth, the intel- 
lectual faculties remain undisturbed in the majority of cases 
during the first few days ; and this fact, which is so contrary to 
what is generally supposed, is apt to mislead the physician in 
his opinion and treatment of the case ; he is generally too apt 
to give remedies which act more specifically upon the brain, 
than upon its membranes. 

I trust that it has been rendered evident that a correct sys- 
tem of diet is as necessary in tuberculosis as in diabetes or 
adiposis. There is frequently time sufficient to make the trial, 
for the healthy and robust are comparatively seldom attacked 
by dropsy of the brain, and in many instances the evidences of 
declining health, precede for weeks or months the real premoni- 
tory symptoms of the disease. We often observe a gradual 
decay of the child's strength and wasting of its flesh, it becomes 
subject to irregular febrile attacks, coughs a little, loses its 
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appetite, its bowels are almost always disordered, and generally- 
constipated, it makes frequent vague complaints of pains in its 
limbs, or of weariness or headache. 

Medical treatment. — Hartmann correctly states that one 
of the most homoeopathic remedies for the precursory stage 
of tubercular meningitis is Pulsatilla; it corresponds more 
especially to the derangement of the stomach, to the inability 
to digest rich and fatty food, to the gradually failing health, 
loss of flesh and ill-conditioned look, to the tottering gait, the 
vertigo, and deranged secretion of urine, to the headache, nau- 
sea and vomiting. Still it is not positively known to have a 
specific curative relation to the albuminous or tuberculous dys- 
crasia. 

Hep ar -sulphur, deserves great attention when the albumi- 
nous excess, or dyscrasia is fully developed, at least, according 
to Sobernheim it renders the pulse softer and slower, the 
blood darker and decidedly deficient in albumen ; its powers 
in this respect are so decided that Hartwig asserts, in half an 
hour after taking Hepar-sulph. in massive doses, the blood of 
horses will be found from three-fourths to four-fifths deficient in 
albumen. When small doses fail, the following prescription 
may be used : 



Hepar-sulphuris, 


grs. 18. 


Cocoa Butter, 


drachms 2. 


White Sugar, 


3. 


Oil of Almonds, 


ounce £. 



One or more tea-spoonsful per dose. 
This prescription will meet many of the requirements in the 
tuberculous dyscrasia, viz. : the alkaline, oleaginous and anti- 
albuminous treatment. Busch of Strasburg, has cured several 
cases of confirmed tubercular consumption, Avith Aconite in the 
first stage, and Hepar-sulphuris in the subsequent periods. 
Prof. Bang, of Copenhagen, has had similar good fortune ; also 
Dr. Harel de Tancrel. 

Treatment of the headache. — If fever and other symptoms 
of inflammation be present, Aconite will be the most important 
remedy. It may be given internally in the usual doses ; be- 
sides, as the seat of the disease is at the base of the brain, 
Aconitine ointment, (from 1 to 4 grains to the half ounce of 
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simple cerate,) may be rubbed behind and below the ears, and 
on the back of the neck where it joins the head ; or Tincture 
of the Root may be applied freely in the same localities, every 
two, four or six hours, according to the severity of the symp- 
toms. In simple acute meningitis these remedies should be 
applied to the top of the head. 

The next most important remedy is Belladonna or Stramo- 
nium ; they may be given internally ; and the Extracts or 
Tinctures may be used externally, as directed for Aconite. 

If these fail to afford relief. Hyosciamus or Opium may be 
used both internally and externally ; as soon as the physician is 
decided in his opinion that the case is one of Tubercular Menin- 
gitis, and hence almost necessarily hopeless, his principal en- 
deavors should be directed towards soothing the sufferings of 
the patient. 

But Glonoine should be tried faithfully before palliative 
remedies are given ; especially when there is violent congestion 
to the head, throbbing in the forehead, temples and vertex, vio- 
lent beating of the carotids, redness of the face, quickness of 
the pulse, &c. 

Vomiting is the next most important diagnostic symptom, 
and almost a constant one ; Barrier found it absent in only 
15 cases out of 80, or in less than a fifth. It generally makes 
its appearance on the first day, rarely later than the second or 
third, and lasts two or three days, and sometimes longer ; it 
may, however, last ten or twelve days ; the matters ejected con- 
sist of food, mucus and bile in various proportions ; it is com- 
monly repeated two or three times a day. The vomiting is 
often, although not always, of a peculiar character, viz. : projec- 
tile, i. e. it occurs without much or any nausea, and the con- 
tents of the stomach are propelled suddenly with great force, 
often to the distance of several feet from the person of the 
patient. The vomiting may arise from irritation of the Pneumo- 
gastric nerve at the base of the brain ; or from commencing 
disease in the Corpus-striatum, (see treatise on headaches, 
p. xiv.) ; or from gelatinous softening of the stomach. 

Treatment of the vomiting. — This may subside under the 
use of Aconite or Belladonna. If these fail, Cuprum or Zin- 
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cum are best suited to the peculiar spasmodic vomiting, at- 
tended with little nausea. Zincum is also supposed to exert a 
specific action on the brain, (see treatise on Mental Derange- 
ment, p. xxiv.) and Hartmann says it is very useful in the 
first stages of the disease, when the children become irritable 
in the evening, are somewhat delirious during their sleep, but 
become more quiet after midnight, and are quite bright again 
towards morning; also Avhen the bowels are costive, violent 
headache sets in, the eyes become sensitive to light, the nose 
dry. retching, vomiting and insatiable appetite occur, the urine 
becomes scanty, turbid and loam-colored, with evening fever, 
frequent pulse, heat and anxiety, and twitchings of the muscles. 
Zinc has also a well-established reputation against many sub- 
acute and chronic inflammations, many nervous and spasmodic 
affections, such as asthma, St. Vitus' dance, epilepsy, convul- 
sions of children, constipation, flatulence, &c. 

In vomiting from softening of the stomach, Kreosote is the 
best remedy. 

Constipation is said to be even a more important symptom 
than vomiting ; according to Barrier it is absent in only 7 
cases out of 87 ; it generally persists obstinately for several 
days ; and sometimes is not present at the very beginning of 
the disease, but sets in soon afterwards. It generally depends 
upon the disease at the base of the brain, more especially seated 
in the Corpora-quadrigemina, (see treatise on headaches, p. xiv.) 

Treatment. — In children predisposed to dropsy of the brain, 
the condition of the bowels must be most carefully watched, 
constipation must not be allowed to exist even for a day, and 
the least indication of gastric disorder must be regarded as a 
serious matter. If constipation has already been present for 
several days before the physician is called in, some simple but 
efficient purgative or injective medicine should be given at once. 
"When this has been done, Zincum and Opium will probably keep 
them regular ; at least Dr. Strong, (allopathic physician) ably 
advocates the use of Zinc and Opium in flatulence, and in con- 
stipation. West thinks that the value of purgatives in the 
treatment of ordinary hydrocephalus can scarcely be overrated ; 
but he says that they must be given so as not merely to obtain 
free action of the bowels, but to maintain it for some days. In 
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tubercular meningitis any very harsh and active measures for 
this purpose are entirely misplaced and useless. 

The urine is scanty, frequently turbid and cloudy in the first 
stage ; afterwards it may deposit a chalk-like sediment, and 
finally it is passed involuntarily. Other authors say that it is 
apt to be of a deep amber hue, of high specific gravity, some- 
times milky depositing a slimy sediment, and it is apt to smell 
offensively after being passed and to cause pain in the urethra. 
In simple meningitis or phrenitis, the urine is of a dark-brown 
or porter-color, containing an excess of urea and less of lithates ; 
the sediment is generally reddish or reddish-brown. 

Again hydrocephalus has been known to commence and pro- 
ceed to the last, stage with scarcely any other symptom than 
slight fever, with little or no pain in the head, but a constant 
and nearly ineffectual desire to pass urine ; in one case not above 
a gill of urine was passed in twenty-four hours for five days, 
and no other symptom of consequence was present. Monro and 
Eberlee have observed such cases. 

On the other hand Guersent observed five cases in which 
the profuse secretion of urine was quite remarkable, and in 
these tubercles were found in the kidneys in every case. 

Treatment of the urinary disorder. — Many physicians think 
that the peculiar milky urine, with chalk-like or slimy sediment 
indicate an endeavor on the part of nature to drain off some 
noxious substance from the blood : if this be the case, Phos- 
phoric-acid will prove the most homoeopathic remedy to milky 
urine, with gelatinous lumps, or appearing as if flour were 
stirred in it. This remedy is also indicated against softening 
of the stomach. 

Carbo-vegetabilis, and Iodine when the urine is thick and 
milky. 

Chin.-sulph., when there are slimy flocculi, and a clay-colored 
greasy sediment. 

Tart.-emet., when it is pale, with a flour-like sediment. 

Rhits-tox., pale urine with a snow-white sediment. 

Zincum, when it is turbid and clay-colored. 

Muriatic- acid, when it is white and turbid like milk when 
passed. 

China, when it is white and turbid, with a white sediment. 
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Graphite, when it is turbid, with a white sediment. 

Dulcamara, when it is turbid and white. 

Mercurius, when it is turbid as if stirred with flour ; or 
clear at first and then becomes white as if mixed with chalk, 
with burning in the urethra. 

Zincum, yellow urine, depositing whitish flocculi. 

Some physicians think it very important that there should be 
a free flow of urine, and erroneously suppose that the brain is 
safe as long as the kidneys act freely, (see above). 

Among the brain remedies, Belladonna produces a free flow 
of urine. Dr. H. M. Gray thinks that it exerts a tremendous 
diuretic power ; is confident that its power over the secretion 
of urine is very great, as he passed three pints of urine in the 
course of an hour, attended with slight strangury, while under 
its influence. 

Cantharides is perhaps the most homoeopathic remedy to 
meningitis, and its action upon the kidneys is well-known ; it is 
most indicated when the urine is full of mucus, with flocculi and 
filaments, or mixed with sand or clots of blood. 

Arnica, when clear urine soon becomes white and turbid. 

Zincum has already been alluded to. 

If these remedies fail Digitalis and hydrodate of Potash will 
almost certainly produce a free flow of urine, but that will very 
often not ward off a fatal termination. 

The next most important symptoms are observed in the pulse 
and respiration ; they do not accord ; the pulse is apt to be 
rapid at first and the respiration disproportionably slow ; ir- 
regularity of breathing is often noticed by an attentive observer, 
long before there is any irregularity of the pulse ; one, two or 
three respirations may be taken at equal intervals, but the 
breathing is apt to be quite superficial, the upper ribs only 
slightly rising and falling, but then there comes a full deep in- 
spiration, very often attended with a sigh: again, there are one, 
two, three or four, superficial inspirations followed by a deep 
loud one. At other times the inspiration is quick, hurried and 
convulsive, followed by a marked increase in the duration of 
expiration and the period of repose ; the inspiration is consider- 
ably shortened and a deep prolonged sighing often supervenes, 
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and considerably diminishes the amount of respiratory move- 
ments. 

In the first stage the pulse is much accelerated, full but com- 
pressible, with a perceptible variation in the rythm of the ar- 
tery, and in the regularity of the strokes ; the pulse sometimes 
beating as quick during one-third of a given time as it had pre- 
viously done during the former two- thirds ; thus, in a 'pulse of 
140, one-half, or TO strokes may be performed in 40 seconds, 
and the other 70 in 20 seconds. This is often noticed before 
there is any intermittence noticed. Then some slight inter- 
mission will be noticed every 7th, 17th or 20th stroke ; finally 
the pulse will begin to change its character, one or two strokes 
in quick succession being soft, weak and fluttering. 

In the second stage the pulse becomes slow, labored, inter- 
mitting and irregular, but is easily quickened by motion or 
mental disturbance to double its previous amount of pulsations. 
If the pulse beat only 60, 80 or 90 per minute, we may be cer- 
tain that life will last for some days ; but as soon as a new 
acceleration ensues, death will occur in two or three, or at most 
in five or six days. In the second quickening of the pulse it 
generally rises to 112 or 120 on the first day, and will be from 
140 to 160 on the very day of death, it increases in frequency 
up to death. 

The pulse always begins to become slow after the headache 
and vomiting have lasted sometime, and before somnolency sets 
in ; it falls from 120 or 140, to 80 or even as low as 54. 

These alterations in the breathing and pulsations are doubt- 
less produced by irritation, followed by pressure upon the par- 
vagum at the base of the brain. 

Treatment. — Mercurius-corrosivus is indicated when the 
breathing is difficult and irregular. 

Belladonna, when the respiration is natural at times, at 
others almost extinct ; also when it is labored, irregular, some- 
times hurried, at others slow. 

Opium, when the inspirations are slow, long or sighing ; or 
the breathing is irregular and suffocative ; or deep and strong, 
followed by difficult and feeble breaths. 

Stramonium, when the inspirations are slow, followed by 
sudden expirations, with frequent sighing. 
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Camphor, when the breathing is slow and deep. 

Laurocerasus and Hydrocyanic-acid, when it is slow, moan- 
ing and rattling. 

Iodine and Spongia, when it is slow and deep, as after ex- 
haustion. 

Aconite, when it is slow during sleep. 

Nitric-acid, when slow and feeble, with wheezing. 

Scilla, when it is slow and heavy. 

Lobelia-inflata, when there is an inclination to sigh. 

Asj-egards the Pulse: 

Belladonna is indicated when it is quick and strong, or slow 
and full. 

Aconite, when it is slow irregular and intermitting. 

Opium, when slow and full, afterwards becoming weak. 

Stramonium, when irregular, frequent, quick ; intermittent, 
tremulous and weak. 

Laurocerasus, when irregular, slow, down to 30. 

Digitalis, when irregular and small ; irregular and unequal, 
or slow ; very slow, down to 35 or 40 ; intermitting and slow. 

Agaricus, when it is unequal, slow, feeble and intermitting. 

Hyosciamus, irregular and weak; intermittent, small and 
quick ; falling from 80 to 59. 

Cuprum, irregular, small and contracted. 

Conium, unequal in strength and quickness. 

Secale, irregular, at times slow and full, then small and con- 
tracted ; intermittent, slow and small. 

Tartar-emetic, irregular and weak ; slow, down to 50. 

Tobacco, slow, small and intermitting ; down to 45, and very 
weak. 

Mercurius, irregular and small ; feeble, slow and tremulous. 

Plumbum, irregular, first quick, then slow ; sluggish and in- 
termittent. 

Phos. and Nitric-acid, irregular and intermittent. 

Muriatic- acid, intermitting every 3d beat. 

Hellebore, slow and very small. 

Cough. — A slight false cough which partly resembles a sup- 
pressed effort to vomit, and not unlike the morning liver cough 
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of drunkards, is not unfrequent in all thr.ee stages. When it 
occurs in conjunction with the peculiar breathing before de- 
scribed, it is supposed to be a sign of effusion in the ventricles. 
It may depend upon irritation of the pneumo-gastric nerve at 
the base of the brain ; or upon the deposit of miliary tubercles. 
Treatment. — It is stated that nothing will relieve it; but 
Conium is often a useful remedy. 

Retraction of the abdomen is a valuable diagnostic sign ; it 
usually occurs about the sixth day ; the belly becomes depressed 
at its centre and takes on the form of a boat ; it is almost a 
constant symptom, and does not arise from the constipation, as 
it is equally present when diarrhoea sets in ; it is almost pecu- 
liar to this disease of the brain. 

Treatment. — Plumbum and Zincum are the most homoeopa- 
thic remedies, although Nux, Ignatia, Angustura, Alumina and 
Colocynth may seem to be indicated. 

I have been in the habit of placing great stress upon the 
presence of stiff neck, occurring every afternoon or evening, and 
disappearing in the morning. It probably arises from irritation 
at the base of the brain, near the origin of the twelfth pair of 
nerves, as this supplies the muscles of the nape of the neck and 
shoulders. If this symptom occur in a person born of tubercu- 
lous or consumptive parents, and is attended with headache, 
fever, vomiting, constipation and signs of irritation of the brain, 
it always excites our liveliest apprehensions as to the result. 

Treatment. — Zincum and Plumbum are the best remedies. 

The precursory stage above alluded to is of variable duration, 
but on the average does not exceed four or five days. When 
the second stage sets in, the nature of the aifection becomes very 
apparent. The child no longer has intervals of cheerfulness, 
nor attempts to sit up, but wishes to be left quiet in bed, and 
the face assumes a permanent expression of anxiety and suffer- 
ing. The eyes are often kept closed, and the eyelids are knit, 
the child endeavoring to shut out the light from its morbidly 
sensitive retina. The skin continues dry, the face is sometimes 
flushed, and the head often hot ; and though these two symp- 
toms vary much in their duration, coming and going without 
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any evident cause, yet there is a permanently increased pulsa- 
tion of the carotids, and if the skull be not ossified, the brain 
may be seen and felt forcibly beating through the anterior fon- 
tanels. The child is now very averse to being disturbed, and 
often lies in a drowsy condition, unless spoken to ; when old 
enough to answer, it usually complains of its head, or of weari- 
ness or sleepiness. Its replies are generally rational but short ; 
and if it needs anything, it asks in as few words as possible, in 
a quick, pettish manner, and shows much irritability, if not at 
once attended to. At other times it lies with its face turned 
from the light, either quite quiet, or moaning in a low tone of 
voice, and now and then uttering a short, sharp, lamentable cry, 
which is regarded as characteristic of the disease, and hence 
termed the cry hydrencephalique. To this, however, there are 
exceptions, and children sometimes scream out with the inten- 
sity of the pain. As night comes on, there is almost always a 
distinct exacerbation of the symptoms, and the quiet of the day 
is frequently succeeded by a noisy and excited state, in which 
vociferous cries about the head alternate with delirium. At 
times, however, an increase of restlessness is the only difference 
from the state of stupor in which the child lay during the day. 
At the commencement of this stage the pulse is quickened, 
sometimes very much so. The child sometimes keeps its eyes 
so firmly closed that we can scarcely see the state of its pupils. 
Usually they are not much affected, but sometimes one is more 
dilated and acts more sluggishly than the other ; or, in other 
cases squinting exists, though perhaps in a very slight degree, 
or confined to one eye. It is seldom that vomiting continues 
beyond the commencement of this stage, but its cessation is not 
followed by any desire either for food or drink. The bowels 
usually become even more constipated than they were before, 
and the evacuations continue quite as unnatural, while all flatus 
disappears from the intestines, and the abdomen thus acquires 
that shrunken form on which much stress has been laid by some 
writers, as characteristic of dropsy of the brain. — West. 

Treatment. — In this stage Mercury and purgatives are gene- 
rally given freely and barbarously by allopathic physicians. 
But the most efficient allopathic remedies are a few small doses 
of Mercury or Proto-iodide of Mercury, followed by Hydriodate 
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of Potash internally, aided by the free and frequent application 
of Hydriodate of Potash ointment over the whole of the head, 
and back of the neck. In desperate cases Dr. IIahn has seve- 
ral times succeeded in arousing the child with the cold effusion, 
after the supervention of complete coma. Friction of the scalp 
with Tartar-emetic ointment, repeated every two hours until 
pustulation was established, enabled Dr. IIahn to save fourteen 
cases, when in an apparently hopeless state of coma ; even in 
tuberculous meningitis cures were obtained in several cases by 
the Tartar-emetic frictions under the most unpromising circum- 
stances. 

The third stage commences when the brain itself becomes 
involved and becomes' softened. The transition is sometimes 
effected very gradually by the deepening of the state of drowsi- 
ness, till it amounts to a stupor, from which it is impossible to 
arouse the child. At other times, the stupor comes on very 
suddenly, immediately after an attack of convulsions. These 
convulsions usually affect one side much more than the other, 
and after the fit has passed off, one side is generally found 
partially or completely paralyzed, while the child makes con- 
stant automatic movements with the other, carrying the hand 
to the head, and alternately flexing and extending the leg. 
The side which is the most affected during the fit, is generally, 
though not invariably the most palsied afterwards. When the 
third stage is fully established, the child lies upon its back in a 
state of complete insensibility, with one leg stretched out, the 
other drawn up towards the abdomen. The tremulous hands 
are either employed in picking the lips or nose until the blood 
comes, or one hand is kept on the genitals, while the other is 
rubbing the face or head. The head is at one moment hot, and 
the face flushed, and then the heat disappears and the flush 
fades, though usually there is an increase of heat about the 
back of the head. Sometimes the skin will be dry, at others 
though the extremities are cold, a profuse sweat will break out 
on some part of the body, or on the head. The pulse becomes 
regular again, but grows smaller and more rapid until it can 
only be counted at the heart. The eyelids close only partially ; 
there is some squinting ; light is no longer unpleasant, for the 
dilated pupils are motionless. The child now often makes auto- 
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matic movements with the mouth as if chewing, or as though 
endeavoring to swallow something, and it generally happens, 
that although sensibility is quite extinguished, the little patient 
will still swallow anything that is put into its mouth, and the 
power of deglutition is in most cases one of the very last to be 
abolished. — West. 

Many of these symptoms are sometimes very stupidly re- 
garded as signs of worm disease, and Cina and Spigelia or other 
worm remedies are administered. But these are signs of sof- 
tening of the brain, and cannot be removed by any remedies, 
although Zincum, Plumbum, Nux and Arsenicum are the most 
appropriate medicines. 

An attack of convulsions now sometimes puts an end to the 
painful scene ; but often the child lives on for days, though 
wasted to a skeleton, and its features so changed by suffering 
that those persons who had seen it but a short time before 
would now scarcely recognize it. The head often becomes re- 
tracted, and the child bores the back of its head into the pillow ; 
the eyelids are wide open, and the eyes are turned upwards, so 
as to conceal three-fourths of the iris beneath the upper lid, 
while the countenance is still further disfigured by a horrible 
squint, or by a constant rolling of the eyes. The pupils are 
now fixed, and glassy, the white of the eye is extremely blood- 
shot, and their surface besmeared with a copious secretion from 
the meibomian glands, which collects in their corners. One 
arm and leg are stiff and motionless ; the other in constant 
spasmodic movement, while the hands are often clenched, and 
the wrists bent upon the forearm. Subsultus and spasmodic 
twitchings of the face are common. Cold clammy sweats break 
out, the breathing is labored, swallowing becomes difficult, and 
the child almost chokes with the effort to swallow, or lets the 
fluid run out at the corners of the mouth. It is uncertain how 
long this condition may endure ; sometimes many days will 
pass, during which death is hourly expected and earnestly 
prayed for, to put an end to the patient's sufferings. 

Treatment. — In this stage, palliatives only should be used, 
such as Opium, Conium, Hyosciamus, Cannabis-indica, Chloro- 
form, Ether, &c. In some instances I have applied anodyne 
fomentations to the head, and used anodyne inhalations after 
the little patient was unable to swallow. 
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TUBERCULOUS MENINGITIS. 

IN YOUTHS AND ADULTS. 

Dr. Kennedy, of Dublin, has seen about 30 cases in the 
course of nine years ; and thinks that it is more common in 
females than males, in the proportion of 2 to 1. Of 80 cases of 
tubercular meningitis observed by Guersent, 33 were over 15 
years of age ; and of 12 cases by Jackson, 7 "were adults. Of 
10 cases, 6 were in females, aged 27, 20, 28, 28, 26 and 23 res- 
pectively ; and 4 in males, aged 22, 20, 21 and 24. 

According to Kennedy, in the majority of cases the disease 
commences with the symptoms of a mild, continued or remittent 
fever, which goes on without change for 10, 12 or 14 days. It 
occasionally begins by a 'distinct complaint of the head, the 
patient still being able to go about. 

"When it commences with fever, the symptoms are usually 
very mild ; there is some quickness of the pulse, heat of skin, 
furred tongue and headache. The case seems to go on favor- 
ably, remedies seem to avail, and the patient may even be pro- 
nounced convalescent ; or the symptoms may become so slight 
that the tongue is scarcely furred, some appetite may be present, 
and the patient may sleep well at night. 

"When the disease commences by fever, the first sign of any- 
thing going wrong commonly takes place at night ; a marked 
increase of fever may then be observed, the tongue becomes 
more furred, the skin feverish and the pulse rises to near 100. 
Kennedy has sometimes been led to suspect the serious nature 
of the case, by the nurse casually stating that on the previous 
night the patient had not slept so well, had talked in her sleep, 
or awakened with a scream ; these symptoms may return for 
four or five nights in succession, and yet the patient seem com- 
paratively well during the day. 

Alterations in the movements or expression of the eye, are 
often among the earliest signs, pointing to coming trouble. 
Squinting may occur, and yet be so slight as to be doubted or 
disputed, or it may be intermitting, i. e., present at one moment 
and absent the next ; or else it only occurs when the patient is 
left to herself, but disappearing the moment she is spoken to ; 
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these slight changes may occur in one or both eyes, and are 
better observed at a little distance. One eyeball may be almost 
immovable, and yet it is easy to overlook this ; or one pupil 
may be somewhat larger than the other ; neither are dilated, 
but they differ in size. Sometimes the eyelids have a tendency 
to droop, and this ptosis may be most marked in one eye. 
These eye symptoms are among the most constant and impor- 
tant signs. 

At times the first symptom is vomiting, occurring most fre- 
quently in the morning ; it may happen one or more times, but 
never takes the prominent part it does in the hydrocephalus of 
childhood. 

The head is now more apt to be complained of; perhaps there 
may be pain, only when the patient coughs; as a rule it is re- 
ferred to the forehead over the eyes, but sometimes extends to 
the whole head. 

This state may continue for four or five days when the symp- 
toms will become more serious ; the patient is apt to wander a 
little while awake, generally towards evening, but only momen- 
tarily, as she is quite herself again when spoken to. The 
countenance is also apt to become heavy, as if she were inclined 
to doze. 

The next sign which attracts attention is the pulse ; in the 
course of 24 hours it may fall remarkably, viz. : from 100 or 
108 to 60, 55 or even 48. After the lapse of 48 hours more it 
begins to rise again, often getting up to 130 or 140, and now the 
case progresses rapidly ; the patient becomes obtuse, difficult 
to rouse, and the signs of confirmed dropsy of the brain are 
soon added. 

In the advanced stages it is very common to find the patient's 
hand applied to the head, and the brows strongly knitj even in 
sleep. In some cases the patient will sing the same tune all 
night, or may grit her teeth with a degree of violence almost 
insupportable. The entire duration of these cases is about 
three weeks ; the disease seems to run in families, several mem- 
bers, young and adult being affected ; three-fourths of the pa- 
tients have naturally a heavy aspect ; their faces are apt to be 
large in proportion to their heads, the lips to be large, and the 
skin rather coarse. In fact if a mild remittent fever occur in a 
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young person, especially in a girl about fifteen years old, born 
of scrofulous or consumptive parents, and slight brain symptoms 
show themselves, be upon your guard. 

Treatment. — See Tuberculous Meningitis of Children. 



HYDROCEPHALOID DISEASE 

This is a most frequent and often fatal affection, though if 
rightly treated it is a very manageable one. It is especially 
common in this country, where infantile diarrhoea and summer- 
complaint occur frequently and severely, and blood-letting and 
other reducing treatment are resorted to so commonly, quickly 
producing that state of general exhaustion which leads to a train 
of symptoms about the head, closely resembling those of dropsy 
of the brain. According to West, hydrocephaloid disease is 
that condition which is induced when the brain is somewhat 
suddenly deprived of its usual supply of blood. Even in the 
adult a profuse loss of blood is often followed by an extremely 
severe headache, and by various other brain-symptoms ; while 
in the child, whose brain needs a proportionably larger quantity 
of blood for the due performance of its functions, the symptoms 
that follow its excessive loss are of a corresponding gravity ; 
often indeed they present a striking similarity to those which 
betoken inflammation, or dropsy of the brain. Marshall 
Hall even says that in young children, bleeding, purging and 
giving calomel enough, in any disease, will bring it on. 

Again, there is no disorder in which the two conditions of 
considerable sympathetic disturbance of the brain, coupled with 
rapid exhaustion of the vital power, are so completely fulfilled 
as in infantile diarrhoea, and summer-complaint, and in no other 
affections do we meet with such frequent or such well-marked 
instances of the supervention of the hydrocephaloid disease. 

Symptoms. — This affection may be divided into two stages : 
the first, that of irritability ; the second, that of torpor. These 
two stages resemble in many of their symptoms the first and 
second stages of dropsy of the brain. 

In the first stage the infant becomes restless, irritable and 
feverish ; the face is flushed, the surface hot, and the pulse 
frequent ; there is an undue sensitiveness of the nerves of feel- 
32 
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ing, and the little patient starts on being touched, or from any 
sudden noise ; there are sighing and moaning during sleep, and 
screaming ; the bowels are apt to be flatulent and loose, and the 
evacuations are mucous and disordered. — M. Hall. 

If the affection arises from the exhaustion caused by diarrhoea, 
and if from an erroneous notion as to the nature of this disease, 
nourishment and cordials be not given, or if the diarrhoea be 
allowed to continue, or be kept up by medicines, the exhaustion 
which ensues is apt to lead to a different train of symptoms : 

The second stage then sets in : the countenance becomes pale, 
and the cheeks cool or cold ; the eyelids are half closed ; the 
eyes are fixed, and unattracted by any object placed before 
them ; the pupils unmoved on the approach of light ;_ the breath- 
ing from being quick becomes irregular and sighing ; the voice be- 
comes husky, and there is sometimes a husky, teazing cough ; and 
eventually, if the strength of the little patient continues to de- 
cline, there is a rattling in the breathing, and the feet become cold. 

Again, according to West, under no circumstances are mis- 
takes more easily committed, and never are their results more 
mischievous, than when primary and real congestion of the brain 
has been somewhat over-treated allopathically, and the conse- 
quent symptoms of exhaustion are supposed to be those of ad- 
vancing disease of the brain. In such a case, however, it would 
usually be observed that great faintness had been induced by 
the profuse depletion, and that the quiet which succeeded it 
was that of exhaustion, as much as of mitigated suffering ; the 
fontanelle sunk below the level of the bones of the skull, in- 
stead of being tense and pulsating ; the cool surface, and the 
pulse presenting no other characters than those of frequency 
and feebleness, would all point to the real nature of the case. 
To deplete further under such circumstances would be to de- 
stroy the patient ; food is needed, not physic ; the sunken powers 
of life must be rallied, and as strength returns the functions of 
the brain will again go on harmoniously. 

The early stages of inflammation of the lungs, are also often 
attended with so much sympathetic disturbance of the brain, as 
to throw the other symptoms into the back-ground. The child 
may vomit, refers all its sufferings to the head, and possibly 
have an attack of convulsions almost at the onset. The routine 
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allopathist will naturally assume the case to be one of conges- 
tion of the brain, and treat it accordingly with free local deple- 
tion ; the next day the indications of disordered breathing are 
more apparent, and more leeches are applied to the chest. The 
urgency of the symptoms may be relieved by these means, or at 
least the child may seem to suffer less ; but soon the restless- 
ness of exhaustion comes on, and then follow the soporose con- 
dition and the apparent coma ; if the antiphlogistic treatment is 
resumed to arrest this imaginary dropsy of the brain ,%he little 
patient will die. 

Treatment. — A large number of cases of hydrocephaloid 
disease are not only caused, but absolutely killed by allopa- 
thic treatment, while a proportionately large number will die 
under purely homoeopathic treatment : for as West truly says, 
food and stimulants are required, not medicine. Although the 
diagnosis of this affection is sometimes attended with difficulty, 
the rules for its prevention and cure are happily very simple. 
Bearing in mind the possible supervention of hydrocephaloid 
disease, an infant should never be kept from the breast, nor a 
young child put upon spare diet for several days without the 
most absolute necessity. Especial attention must be paid to 
the food of young children, if the disease from which they suffer 
be diarrhoea, or some other which interferes directly with their 
nutrition ; if the child be 'given nothing more nutritious than 
barley-water in small quantities, because the irritability of the 
stomach which results from weakness, seems to be the indication 
of disease in the brain, the restlessness will before long alter- 
nate with coma, and the child will die either comatose, or in 
convulsions. The irritability of the stomach is best overcome 
by giving nourishment in extremely small quantities, as a 
desert-spoonful of ass's milk, or equal parts of milk and barley- 
water for an infant, or of strong veal tea, for an older child, 
given little by little, every half hour. If the exhaustion be 
very great, and a state analagous to stupor impending, a hot 
mustard bath is sometimes very serviceable in rousing the child, 
while, at the same time, a few drops of Spirits of Hartshorn, or 
5 to 15 drops of Brandy may be given every few hours. It is 
•desirable, however, to suspend the use of the more powerful 
direct stimulants as soon as it can safely be done, though a 
nutritious diet will be necessary for some time. — West. 
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WASTING OF THE BRAIN.— (ATROPHY.) 

IN CHILDREN. 

Smallness of the brain sometimes occurs in consequence of 
a premature closure of the sutures and fontanelles. Such cases 
are apt to be attended with frequently recurring convulsions ; 
loss of taste, so that the child cannot distinguish between what 
is nice and what is nasty, swallowing all things with the same 
readiness ; the body and limbs may seem well nourished and 
well formed, yet the patient cannot stand or use his limbs pro- 
perly ; the urine and faeces are apt to be passed involuntarily 
and unconsciously ; and gradually every glimmering of under- 
standing will disappear. 

Treatment. — These cases are generally quite hopeless ; 
Phosphoric-acid in full doses may do some good. 

According to West those cases are of much higher practical 
importance in which the brain of the child wastes or grows 
smaller during long-continued ill-health. The scalp will usual- 
ly be found pale, thin and bloodless, the fontanelles sunken, and 
the process of ossification of the skull unusually tardy ; fluid 
will be found effused into the sac of the arachnoid and the sub- 
jacent pia-mater ; the substance of the brain is pale and its 
texture firmer than usual. 

The important point about such cases is, that brain symp- 
toms and frequently recurring convulsions may be observed in 
a child whose brain is not absolutely diseased, but merely too 
feeble and too wasted to perform its functions. 

Treatment. — In infants who have been exhausted and wasted 
by previous illness, the physician must not interpose too hastily 
with remedies directed against a supposed brain-disease, but 
pursue a tonic and nourishing plan of treatment. Iodide of 
Potash may be used internally and externally to remove the 
fluid effused, and may possibly have some effect upon the har- 
dening of the brain, although Plumbum is the most homoeopa- 
thic remedy. 

Partial atrophy will be marked by symptoms most decided 
in particular parts, or on one or the other side of the body. 
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IN ADULTS. 

According to Rokitansky this disease is also common in old 
age, and is within certain limits a natural process of shrinking 
or decay ; it becomes, however, a pathological condition even in 
old age, if it proceed to a very great extent, and still more if it 
come on prematurely at an early period of life. • 

The grey substance of the brain is apt to become of a dirty, 
or rusty brown color, running into yeast yellow ; its consistence 
may be natural or distinctly softer than usual. The white 
substance loses its clear color and becomes of a dirty white ; it 
is denser too than natural, and is sometimes as tough as leather. 
The vacuum within the skull, produced by the shrinking of the 
brain, is filled up chiefly by a clear colorless serum ; the vessels 
of the pia-mater become enlarged and varicose. 

It leads to congestions of the brain, or Hypercemia ex-vacuo, 
causing transient or protracted attacks which simulate apo- 
plexy, and are so frequent in old age ; or to actual apoplexy, with 
haemorrhage within the brain ; or to oedema of the brain. 

Treatment. — Iodide of Baryta, Plumbum, and Iodide of Iron 
are the principal remedies. 

ENLARGEMENT OF THE BRAIN/ 

HYPERTROPHY. 

According to Rokitansky enlargement of the brain is 
sometimes congenital and is then often combined with dropsy of 
the brain ; still it more usually comes on after birth, and is 
almost exclusively confined to the period of childhood. It is 
occasionally met with about the time of puberty, and sometimes, 
although exceedingly rarely, even in manhood. 

It is the white substance of the brain which is increased 
in volume ; it is always dazzling white, and remarkably pale 
and bloodless, showing that it is not caused by congestion. 
When it comes on in childhood, and at puberty, it is combined 
with general enlargement of the lymphatic glands and partial 
obliteration of the thymus ; it is also apt to be attended with 
rickets and feeble muscular development. 

Its course is generally chronic, but not unfrequently it is 
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somewhat acute ; the cause of the acute symptoms when the}' 
occur, is a rapid and tumultuous addition to the bulk of the 
brain ; this only takes place in some instances. 

The majority of cases of enlargement of the brain which have 
fallen under West's notice in London, occurred in infants about 
six or eight months old. Their history has usually been, that 
without any definite illness, they had lost their appetite, and 
grown by degrees dull and apathetic, though restless and un- 
easy. Notwithstanding the general apathy, this restlessness 
is often very considerable; though it does not show itself in 
cries, as much as in a state of general uneasiness, and in fre- 
quent startings from sleep. Short gleams of cheerfulness occur 
when, the children are awake, but these are usually very tran- 
sient. The head seems too heavy to be borne, and even when 
its size is not much greater than natural, it hangs backwards, 
or to one side, as if the muscles were too weak to support it. 
If placed in its cot, a child who is thus affected, bores with its 
occiput in the pillow, while its head is almost constantly in a 
profuse perspiration. Convulsions sometimes occur without any 
evident cause, but threatenings of their attack are much more 
frequent than their actual occurrence, the child awaking sud- 
denly with a start, and a peculiar cry, like that of spasmodic 
croups the surface turning livid, and the respiration becoming 
difficult for a few moments, and the symptoms then subsiding of 
their own accord. Such attacks may issue in general convul- 
sions, which may terminate fatally ; but infants thus affected 
do not by any means invariably die of the cerebral disorder, 
but, being weakly, they are often cut off by the first malady 
that attacks them. 

If life be prolonged the child loses flesh, and looks out of 
health, while enlargement of the wrists and ankles, shows the 
connection between this disease and rickets ; a connection which 
becomes more evident in the second and third years of life. 
When the child survives infancy, or when as occasionally hap- 
pens the symptoms of enlargement of the brain do not come on 
until dentition has been in a great measure accomplished, con- 
vulsions are of very rare occurrence. Complaints of headache 
however, are frequent and severe ; and, though drowsy in the 
daytime the child generally rests ill at night, and often awakes 
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crying and alarmed. Besides these symptoms, too, the child 
has occasional* attacks of feverishness, with great increase of 
headache and giddiness, which last for a few hours or a day, 
and then subside of their own accord, while it grows by degrees 
more and more "dull and listless, and its mental powers become 
obviously impaired. 

It happens in some cases, that, as the child grows older, 
these symptoms become less and less severe, the health im- 
proves, the ricketty deformity of the limbs gradually disap- 
pears and the infant who had excited so much solicitude be- 
comes at length a healthy child. 

Chronic dropsy of the brain is the only affection with which 
enlargement of the brain is liable to be confounded. The 
diagnosis between the two affections is often by no means 
easy, though it is of much importance with reference to the 
treatment. 

The symptoms of chronic dropsy of the brain generally come 
on earlier, and. soon grow much more serious than those of en- 
largement of the brain, and the disturbance of the brain is 
throughout much more marked in chronic hydrocephalus than 
in hypertrophy. Convulsions, sopor and restlessness attend 
the early stages of chronic hydrocephalus, while spasmodic 
affections of the respiration are among the earliest indications 
of enlargement of the brain. 

The form and size of the head, too, present peculiarities by 
which we may often distinguish between the two conditions ; 
both diseases are attended with enlargement of the head, and 
in both the ossification of the skull is very tardy, but the head 
does not attain so large a size in hypertrophy of the brain, 
neither are the fontanelles and sutures so widely open. 

The skull also presents some remarkable peculiarities ; the 
head not only shows no tendency to assume the rounded form 
characteristic of chronic hydrocephalus, but its enlargement is 
first apparent at the occiput, and the bulging of the hind-head 
continues especially striking. 

The forehead may, in the course of time become prominent 
and overhanging, but the eye remains deep sunk in its socket, 
for no change takes place in the direction of the orbitar plates, 
such as is produced by the pressure of fluid within the brain, 
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and which gives to the eye that unnatural prominence, and that 
peculiar downward direction which are so striking in cases of 
chronic hydrocephalus. 

In chronic dropsy of the brain the anterior fontanelle is tense 
and prominent, owing to the pressure of the fluid within, but 
when the brain is enlarged, there is no prominence but an 
actual depression in this situation. West has more than once 
observed this condition in a remarkable degree, the depression 
not being limited to the anterior fontanelle, but being also ob- 
servable at all the sutures. 

When enlargement of the brain occurs in the adult, the symp- 
toms that arise are in a great measure due to the compression 
which the organ undergoes from its bony case being too small 
to contain it. The symptoms are of course exceedingly obscure. 
— Mauthner and West. 

Treatment. — Vinum-ferri, Ferro-citrate of Quinine, Iodides 
of Iron and Potash and Cod-liver Oil, have been used most fre- 
quently and successfully. Agaricus, Calc.-phos., Kali-carb., 
Mezereum and Rhododendron are the principal homoeopathic 
remedies. 

Daphne-indica is suitable when there is a sensation as if the 
outer part of the brain were inflamed and striking against the 
skull. 

Sulphur, Staphysagria and Stannum when there is pain 
as if the brain were beating against the skull, or a painful 
pressing of the brain against the skull and occipital bones, in 
the evening, even after going to bed. 

Chclidonium when there is a pressing in the brain, as if the 
skull were too narrow, and the brain would be pressed out of 
the eyes, nose or ears. 

Baryta and Conium when the head seems too full as if it 
would burst ; especially in both frontal eminences and in the 
orbits. 



HYDROCEPHALUS. 483 



HYDROCEPHALUS. 

DROPSY OF THE BRAIN. 

In by far the greater number of cases the fluid collects in 
the interior of the brain, constituting Avhat is called internal 
hydrocephalus in contra-distinction to other cases in which the 
fluid is contained in the sac of the arachnoid, and to which the 
name of external hydrocephalus has been given. 

INTERNAL HYDROCEPHALUS. 

The internal membrane of the ventricles of the brain is 
composed of a very delicate continuation of the arachnoid and 
pia-mater, and a layer of epithelium. The most frequent and 
important diseases to which it is liable, have, from one most 
striking characteristic which they present, viz. : an excessive 
accumulation of fluid, been included together under the title of 
hydrocephalus. 

The disease may be acute or chronic, inflammatory, or non- 
inflammatory. 

In the acute inflammatory form, a turbid fluid is found in 
the ventricles, composed of serum and lymph or pus ; the lining 
membrane of the ventricles becomes dull, opaque, softened and 
even diffluent, so that shreds of it often appear in the inflamma- 
tory effusion in the ventricles. 

The substance of the brain is in a state of acute oedema, and 
infiltrated to such a degree that it seems as if it were in a state 
of watery softening ; hence the brain itself is swollen and ac- 
tually increased in volume, so that its convolutions are forced 
against the skull and flattened. 

It is very apt to be associated with tubercular meningitis. — 

ROKITANSKY. 

In the acute non-inflammatory form, a clear, colorless, se- 
rous fluid, varying in quantity from one or two to six ounces, is 
found in the ventricles. Although the disease is often acute, it 
cannot be admitted to be inflammatory ; it arises from conges- 
tions of various kinds, viz. : such as are connected with the 
development of the brain in childhood, or those produced by 
chronic eruptions on the scalp, by the irritation of morbid 
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growths within the skull, &c. ; or it may be occasioned, too, by 
the congestions which follow concussion of the brain, or mechani- 
cal obstructions of the heart, chronic catarrh of the lungs, or 
bronchi, &c., &c. The result of these congestions is an ex- 
cessive effusion of serum, first from the lining membrane of the 
ventricles, and then into the brain itself. It is frequently 
associated with enlargement of the whole system of lymphatic 
glands, and of the follicular apparatus of the intestinal mucous 
membrane ; with enlargement of the thymus gland, with chronic 
catarrh of the bronchi, and with rickets. — Rokitansky. 



CHRONIC HYDROCEPHALUS. 



According to Rokitansky this disease may be divided into 
three varieties, viz. : 1st, into congenital hydrocephalus ; 2d, 
that which commences at various periods after birth, but gener- 
ally during the first six months ; and 3d, hydrocephalus oc- 
casioned by a vacuum within the skull, from atrophy of the 
brain. 

According to West, in the majority of cases the disease is 
not a mere passive dropsy, but is the consequence of a slow 
kind of inflammation of the arachnoid, especially of that lining 
the ventricles, which may have existed during fcetal life, or not 
have attacked the child until after its birth. 

In 50 cases collected by West, some symptoms of it were 
observed in 46 instances before the child was six months old ; 
in 12 of these the disease was congenital ; and in 19 more, the 
malady was established before the child was three months old. 

Symptoms. — The early symptoms vary ; when it is congeni- 
tal, indications of disturbance of the brain are generally appa- 
rent from the infant's birth ; these are sometimes serious, such 
as convulsions, recurring almost daily ; or slight, consisting of 
nothing more than squinting, or strange rolling of the eyes. 
The size of the head generally attracts attention before long, 
and causes importance to be attached to symptoms which other- 
wise might have given rise to but little anxiety. In some in- 
stances, however, the increased size of the head is not very 
obvious until the child is a few weeks old, although well-marked 
symptoms of mischief in the brain existed from its birth ; en- 
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largement of the head, in fact, is by no means invariably the 
first indication of chronic hydrocephalus. According to West 
in 12 cases out of 45, fits returning frequently, had existed 
for- some weeks before the head was observed to increase in 
size; in 6 instances the enlargement of the head succeeded to 
an attack resembling acute dropsy of the brain ; and in 4 
other examples, it had been preceded by some well-marked in- 
dications of mischief in the brain ; in the remaining 23 cases, 
out of 50, no distinct brain-symptoms preceded the enlargement 
of the head. 

In whatever way the disease begins, the child's health will 
have been noticed to be failing for some time, although the 
cause of its illness may not be apparent ; impairment of the 
processes of nutrition is sure to be among its earliest symptoms. 
The child may nurse or feed well, and indeed may seem eager 
for food, but still it loses both flesh and strength ; and often, 
although the head has not yet attained any disproportionate 
size, the child is unable to support it, either losing the power 
it had once possessed, or never attaining that which, with its 
increasing age it ought to acquire ; the bowels are generally 
constipated, but diarrhoea often comes on for a day or two, and 
the evacuations are almost always unhealthy. In short, in the 
primary symptoms there is but little to distinguish the case 
from any other in which a young infant is imperfectly nourished ; 
even, although occasional attacks of heat of head may be ob- 
served, attended with pulsation or tension of the anterior fonta- 
nels, attended with crying and restlessness, alternating with a 
drowsy condition by day and restless nights, still these symp- 
toms occur frequently enough from transient causes : they 
acquire a more marked significance, if coupled with an unusually 
open state of the fontanelles and sutures, even if no marked 
enlargement of the head be yet perceptible. 

By and by, however, the increased size of the head grows 
very manifest, and the child's physiognomy soon assumes the 
distinguishing features of chronic hydrocephalus ; the sutures 
become wider, the fontanelles increase in size, and the head 
assumes a globular shape. But the greatest ^increase in the 
size of the head is effected by the enlargement of the anterior 
fontanelle, and by the widening of the sagittal suture. The 
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forehead is projected forwards ; the orbitar plates of the frontal 
"bone are driven bv the accumulating fluid from a horizontal into 
an oblique direction, and sometimes indeed they become nearly 
perpendicular, when by contracting the orbits they give to the 
eyeballs that unnatural prominence and that peculiar downward 
direction which constitutes one of the most remarkable features 
in cases of chronic hydrocephalus. In hypertrophy of the brain 
the back of the head is much larger than the front. — West. 

The symptoms of distm-bance of the . brain that attend the 
advance of the disease differ much in severity ; sometimes there 
is little but uneasiness and restlessness, aggravated at intervals 
when the head grows hot and the fontanelle grows tense ; in 
other cases, convulsions occur frequently, from very slight, or 
no evident causes ; in another set of cases, spasmodic attacks of 
difficult breathing, attended with a crowing sound in inspiration 
are apt to occur, even before there is much enlargement of the 
head. — West. 

Treatment. — Wahle says that Hellebor.-nig., Arsenicum 
and Sulphur are the principal remedies ; he has often effected 
radical cures even in congenital hydrocephalus. He always 
commenced the treatment with Hellebore, and persisted in its 
use for eight or ten days. Against the spasms, Sulphur 30, 
was the most efficient remedy, all other seemingly appropriate 
remedies were useless. Aconite 30, was most useful against 
mental disturbances. 

The treatment of Golis of Vienna, was to have the head 
shaved, or hair cut close, and one or two drachms of the mild 
mercurial ointment rubbed daily into the scalp ; the head to be 
constantly covered with a flannel cap, and J, or £ grain of calo- 
mel to be given twice daily, unless diarrhoea comes on. This 
plan requires perseverance for thirty to forty days. Hydrio- 
date of Potash is safer and perhaps more efficient. 

Methodical compression of the head with strips of adhesive 
plaster has been used successfully ; and 18 cases out of 63, or 
2 cases out of 7 are said to have been radically cured by punc- 
ture of the cranium and evacuation of the fluid. 

CASE 1. — A rhachitic child, aged 3 years, had swollen 
joints, was unable to walk, even when supported, and finally 
became affected with full developed chronic hydrocephalus ; the 
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sutures were widely separated ; the child lay upon its back, 
covered with a sticky perspiration, it had constant fever, grasped 
at its head, became unconscious and. passed its evacuations in- 
voluntarily. 

Treatment. — Calc.-c. 30, one dose every week ; in five weeks 
the dropsy of the head seemed removed and the enlargement 
of the joints lessened. By the continued use of Calc. the child 
gradually recovered perfectly. — Ivanovich. 

CASE 2. — A boy, aged 14 months, was attacked with in- 
flammation of the brain which terminated in dropsy ; spasmodic 
and paralytic affections ensued, and finally the child lay un- 
conscious with all the usual signs of hydrocephalus. 

Treatment. — The patient was entirely restored in the course 
of ten weeks by Bell., Bryon., Merc, Hell., Hyosc. and Sulph. 
— Maly. 

CASE 3. — A boy, aged 1 year, had a very large and heavy 
head, with widely open fontanelles ; the eyes projected over the 
edge of the orbits ; there was strabismus ; almost entire ab- 
sence of all human expression ; the child only made grunting 
and beastly sounds ; the skin hung loose upon the emaciated 
hands and feet ; the abdomen was much bloated ; there was of- 
fensive diarrhoea intermixed with hard masses of faeces ; invol- 
untary discharge of urine and faeces ; spasms and opisthotonos ; 
canine appetite. 

.Treatment and Result. — From Jan. 6 to Nov. 18, the child 
received Calc. 200 and Sulph. 200, in alternation every ten or 
fourteen days, with constant improvement; the spasms lessened, 
the teeth came through, the eyes retreated into their sockets, 
the expression became human and pleasant, it improved in body 
and began to walk and speak. — Bredenoll. 

CASE 4. — A boy aged 3 vears, had already suffered for two 
years with signs of hydrocephalus ; his head was large, and 
inclined to fall forwards ; the fontanelles were very large, the 
forehead projecting, the eyes sunken, the pupils dilated, face 
earthy and bloated ; there was constant dribbling of water from 
the mouth ; the teeth were small and imperfect; the limbs weak 
and unable to support the body ; greedy desire for food. 
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Treatment. — Five doses of Bellad. 30, £ drop doses, were 
given in the course of sixteen days, with evident signs of im- 
provement. A feverish attack with aggravation of all the symp- 
toms, was then relieved by Aeon., followed by 2 doses of Bellad., 
without further benefit to the principal disease ; hence 9 doses 
of Merc.-viv. 6, were given, 1 dose every three • or four days, 
with remarkable relief from all the symptoms. The paralytic 
weakness of the limbs was removed by 2 doses of Phosph. 30 
and China 6. Finally the child was perfectly restored. — 
Schwarz. 

CASE 5. — A boy, aged 3 years, was attacked with dropsy 
of the head. Bellad., Hepar. and Conium diminished the great 
size of the head. 

Sometime after he fell in the water, after which he could no 
longer stand upon his feet,. nor move himself, nor speak, or eat; 
while drinking he pressed his tongue against the hard palate, 
so that one-half of the fluid ran out of the mouth again. 

Treatment. — Hyosc. 18, 1 dose every night and morning re- 
moved this state in three days. — Hartung. 

Review. — Calcarea was used in 2 cases, in the 30th and 
300th potencies ; the latter in alternation with Sulphur. 

Belladonna effected most in case 4, but was also useful in 
cases 2 and 5. 

Wahle calls particular attention to Hellebore, Sulphur and 
Arsenicum. 

Mercurius was very useful in case 4. 

The general paralytic state in case 5, was evidently in close 
connection with the previous state of the brain and was soon 
cured by Hyosciamus. 

EXTERNAL HYDROCEPHALUS. 

In this disease according to Howship the patient seems 
always disposed to doze, yet its senses are awake to the lightest 
and least impression ; the peculiar symptom is that of being at 
one and the same time light-headed, yet perfectly sensible ; the 
patient speaking incoherently to himself, yet if spoken to an- 
swering clearly and rationally. This peculiar state is supposed 
to occur only when there is an abundant serous effusion between 
the membranes, and none in the ventricles of the brain. 
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Treatment of Hydrocephalus. — Aconite is supposed to be 
homoeopathic to congestion of the brain only. 

Aethusa-cynapium to congestion of the brain and its sinuses. 

Ammonium-mur : is homoeopathic to atrophy and collapse of 
the brain. 

Arsenicum, to inflammation of the membranes and substance 
of the brain, serous effusion into the ventricles. 

Belladonna, to excessive congestion of the brain. 

Bismuth, to serous effusion, here and there between the con- 
volutions of the brain, and in the ventricles. 

Bromine, to venous congestion and considerable redness of 
the pia-mater. 

Brucea-antidysenterica, to great congestion of the left hemi- 
sphere of the brain and cerebellum, with effusion of a consider- 
able quantity of serum into the ventricles. 

Camphor, to violent congestion and inflammation of the 
membranes and substance of the brain, with softening. 

Cannabis-sativa, to congestion and extravasation upon the 
arachnoid, clear serous effusion in the convolutions of the brain, 
throughout and into the lateral ventricles, with some softening 
of the brain. 

Cantharides, to congestion of the brain, particularly of the 
cerebellum, which is covered with a thick layer of exuded 
lymph, attended with an effusion of a quantity of serum at the 
base of the skull. 

Chininum- sulphur icum, to congestion of the brain and spi- 
nal marrow, red and white softening of the medullary substance, 
with effusion of serum. 

Cicuta-virosa, against meningeal apoplexy, induration of the 
brain, serous effusion in one of the ventricles, and dark red fluid 
at the base of the skull. 

Colocynth, against congestion of the surface of the brain, and 
inflammation of the pia-mater. 

Conium, when there is a considerable quantity of water in 
the ventricles of the brain. 

Digitalis, when the membranes of the brain are strongly in- 
jected. 

Gratiola, when there is a fiery-red injection of the pia-mater. 

Helleborus, when there is no fluid in the ventricles of the 
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brain, but the superficial veins are filled with black blood, and 
the pia-mater is considerably injected, the brain being softened 
and withering, or atrophied. 

Hydrocyanic-acid, when the brain and its membranes are 
congested, with extravasation of blood, (true apoplexy,) with ef- 
fusion of serum at the base of the skull ; congestion of the walls 
of the ventricles. 

Hyosciamus, when the brain is congested and the ventricles 
empty. 

Laurocerasus, when the upper surface of the brain is con- 
gested, and also the inner vessels of the ventricles. 

Nux-vomica, softening of the brain and spinal marrow, con- 
gestion of the cortical substance and pons varolii. 

Oleander, when the ventricles of the brain contain a small 
quantity of reddish fluid, and the superficial vessels of the brain 
are tinged with blood. 

Opium, when there is congestion and extravasation of blood, in 
and upon the brain ; softening of the brain so that it was almost 
impossible to distinguish the medullary from the cortical sub- 
stance ; extravasation of serum at the base of the brain and in 
the ventricles. 

Oxalic-acid, when there is effusion under the arachnoid. 

Phosphorus, when there is a wide-spread and thick accumu- 
lation of yellowish-white, opalescent exudation (plastic lymph,) 
between the pia-mater and arachnoid, by means of which these 
two membranes are glued together, (meningitis). 

Plumbum, when there is a considerable flatness (atrophy) of 
the convolutions of the brain, with paleness and softness of the 
parenchyma, brown clear serum in the middle ventricle, unusual 
softness or hardness of the substance of the brain, with clear 
serum at the base of the skull. 

Secale, when the vessels of the brain are empty. 
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ACUTE AND GENERAL INFLAMMATION OF THE BRAIN. 

IN ADULTS. 

According to Watson, acute inflammation does sometimes 
appear to invade at once the whole of the parts that are lodged 
within the skull, or, beginning in one part, it extends rapidly to 
all the rest. This disease as it occurs in adults presents two 
periods, which are marked by different symptoms, and are in 
most instances distinctly observable. In the first period, what 
are called symptoms of excitement predominate ; in the second 
period those symptoms appear which are comprised under the 
term collapse. Sometimes these two periods instead of follow- 
ing each other are more or less mixed and confounded. But 
the distinction is real and requires to be attended to. — Watson. 

Period of excitement. — The symptoms are pain in the head, 
often intense and deeply seated, or extending over a large part 
of it ; a sense of constriction across the forehead ; throbbing of 
the temporal arteries ; flushing of the face ; injection of the 
eyes, which have a wild and brilliant look ; contraction of the 
pupils ; unusual sensitiveness to external impressions, amount- 
ing frequently to impatience of light and sound ; violent delirium ; 
want of sleep ; paroxysms of general convulsions ; a parched 
and dry skin ; a frequent and hard pulse ; white tongue ; 
thirst ; nausea and vomiting ; constipation. 

Modes in which the disease commences. — The attack may 
come on in three or four different ways : 

1st. Sometimes there is a sudden alteration of manner, and 
the patient, complaining probably of his head, becomes all at 
once and furiously delirious ; fever is also lighted up. 

2d. In other cases the first thing noticed is nausea and vomit- 
ing, which may soon cease, or continue for several days, or even 
throughout the whole course of the disease. Great quantities 
of yellow, bitter, bilious fluid are brought up, and whatever is 
introduced into the stomach, even a small quantity of the most 
simple drink is immediately rejected. With this state of mat- 
ters there is generally much constipation, and the bowels refuse 
to act except under the influence of strong purgatives. It is 
33 
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very easy to mistake these cases for attacks of sick-headache, 
bilious derangement, &c., &c. — Watson. • 

3d. Another set of cases of acute inflammation of the brain, 
commences with paroxysms of general convulsions, such as often 
usher in an attack of meningitis. This symptom according to 
Andral is a much more certain sign of inflammation of the 
brain, than the occurrence of active delirium, and Watson 
quite agrees with him in so thinking. 

Watson supposes that the cases which are characterized by 
early and fierce delirium are cases in which the inflammatory 
action has invaded the whole of the brain and its membranes 
simultaneously. It is more probable that a large portion of the 
grey substance of the brain is principally inflamed. He also 
assumes that when nausea and vomiting are the earliest symp- 
toms, the inflammation has taken its point of departure in the 
cerebral pulp ; in the substance of the brain. The seat of the 
disease is, however, doubtless in the corpora-quadrigemina and 
striata, (see Treatise on Headaches, p. xiv.) Finally, he 
guesses that when the attack comes on with a sudden fit of 
convulsion, the inflammation has commenced in the pia-mater or 
arachnoid. It is more apt to be located in the white substance 
of the brain. 

Simple inflammation of the brain proper, without any simul- 
taneous affection of the membranes, has been fully considered 
in the chapter on red or inflammatory softening of the brain, 
(see Treatise on Apoplexy, p. 143.) 

Period of collapse. — The first or acute stage lasts for a vari- 
able period, i. e. from one-half to two days or more, and then it 
is succeeded by the second stage, or that of collapse. The 
patient then ceases to complain of headache ; instead of being 
excited or wildly delirious, he mutters indistinctly, and falls 
into a state of stupor, from which it is difficult, and at length 
impossible to arouse him. His vision and hearing are no longer 
painfully acute ; squinting and double vision are not uncommon ; 
and the pupil, from having been contracted to the size of a pin's 
point, becomes first oscillating, then widely dilated, and ulti- 
mately motionless. Twitchings of the muscles and startings 
of the tendons take the place of convulsions, although some of 
the limbs may be agitated with tremors, or become powerless 
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and palsied. The face becomes ghastly and cadaverous ; cold 
sweats break out; the sphincters relax; finally the coma be- 
comes profound and life ceases. — Watson. 

Treatment. — In this disease, which is too often fatal under 
any mode of treatment, a mere symptomatic homoeopathic pro- 
cedure is ruinous. If too much attention be paid to the man- 
agement of the delirium, convulsions or vomitings, the inflam- 
mation will progress rapidly and unchecked. Aconite should 
be used freely, internally and externally ; if this fails Vera- 
trum-viride may be used. In some cases Opium and Aconite 
should be given in alternation. As soon as exudation takes 
place, Mercurius, Hydriodate of Potash and Phosphor, are the 
principal remedies. 



ABSCESS OF THE BRAIN. 

According to Valleix it is much more rare to find a per- 
fectly circumscribed abscess than a diffuse softening with suppu- 
ration. 

The causes of this affection are very similar to those of in- 
flammatory softening, such as external violence in young and 
vigorous subjects, absorption of pus in consequence of operations 
on distant parts, and especially from the suppression of chronic 
discharges from the ear. 

Symptoms. — The most important one is headache^ the pain 
of which is acute, persistent, and causes constant complaints 
from the patient, who almost always presses his head with his 
hand, contracts his brows, and assumes the strangest positions 
in the hope of escaping his agony. After the disease has 
lasted a certain length of time the pain subsides and even disap- 
pears. 

The intelligence may be disordered in various ways ; some- 
times there is an active, more frequently a quiet delirium ; at 
other times there is a marked dulness of the intellect, and the 
patient has an obtuse manner, does not answer questions, but 
continues to complain of his head. This hebitude generally fol- 
lows after previous delirium and agitation. 

On the motor side, we may observe convulsions, epileptiform 
attacks, or rigidity ; or there may be paralysis more or less 
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complete, or merely a weakness and sluggishness of every move- 
ment, similar to the hebetude of the brain. The paralysis does 
not ordinarily set in suddenly, but sometimes it succeeds soon 
after the convulsions. The sensibility is not always diminished 
unless there is simultaneous paralysis. 

Sometimes there is fever, with heat of skin, acceleration of 
pulse, redness of the face, &c. ; in other cases there is none. 

Vomiting and constipation are far from being constantly 
present ; the respiration is not apt to be affected. 

It is supposed that the symptoms of abscess of the brain 
from external violence are the most decided and acute, and that 
paralysis promptly follows the agitation and delirium. Abscess 
from disease of the bones of the skull, has less severe and ur- 
gent symptoms ; while that which arises from suppression of a 
discharge from the ear, follows a slow and insidious course, with 
but few prominent symptoms. 

When the abscess is seated in the grey substance of the con- 
volutions, the delirium and agitation are the most marked symp- 
toms ; when it is located in the grey portions of the interior 
of the brain, rigidity of the limbs and convulsions are the 
most prominent symptoms ; paralysis is most common when the 
disease is in the white substance ; general paralysis occurs 
when the collection of pus is in the annular protuberance ; 
when the abscess is in one hemisphere of the brain or cere- 
bellum, the paralysis will be on the opposite side. — Valleix. 

Treatment. — The truly homoeopathic remedies against sup- 
purative inflammation are Tartar-emetic, Cantharides, Rhus, 
Sabina and Phosphor. The solvents of the pus globules are : 
Kali-carb. and Baryta-muriatica. 

HYDATIDS IN THE BRAIN. 

There are several varieties : 

1st. The hydatids spuria is merely a hydropic primordial 
cell ; it is more frequently met with than the other varieties 
and may be found in almost every part of the brain. 

Symptoms. — The pain in the head they cause is constant ; 
in true hydatids it is intermittent. They are apt to be at- 
tended with loss of sensation, dulness of intellect and loss of 
memory. 
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2d. Acephalocysts, are very rare ; of 21 specimens presented 
to Klencke for examination, only 3 were genuine ; they are 
generally of the size of a lentil or pea, of an opaline color, and 
contain a mass of microscopic cells. 

Symptoms. — These vary much ; generally there is headache, 
but not more severe than in some other diseases. 

If they are developed in the pons, fornix, crura-cerebri, hemi- 
spheres of the cerebellum, or base of the medulla-oblongata, or 
if they compress these structures, they induce peculiar aifections 
of the muscular system, ending ultimately in epilepsy. 

When confined to the cerebral hemispheres they cause stupor 
only, or headache, or in extreme cases, apoplexy. 

If the acephalocysts be numerous, the respiration is apt to 
be slow ; if they are seated in the corpus callosum the pulse 
is generally slow ; if in the pes-hippocampi the pulse may be 
quickened. 

If seated in the thalami-optici and crura-cerebri, they are apt 
to be attended with hallucinations, flashes of light before the 
eyes, or blindness. 

If in the corpora-striata, or quadrigenema, we are apt to find 
spasms of the stomach, spasmodic colic, or paralysis of the colon. 

If the cerebellum be implicated, there generally is paralysis 
of the bowels or bladder, with abolition of the sexual functions. 

3d. The presence of polycephalus causes the rotary disease 
in sheep. In man it causes headache, rotation, loss of memory, 
and insensibility to light. 

4th. The cysticerus, and also the polycephalus are apt to 
cause periodic headaches, owing to the greater or less active 
movements of the parasites ; every motion of the neck, or the 
crown of hooks around it causes irritation of the brain. 

Treatment. — Many of the symptoms produced by these para- 
sites are relieved in a remarkable manner by brandy, for alco- 
hol acts as a poison, especially upon the cysterceri and converts 
them into a torpid mass. 

Nitrate of silver has relieved many of the gastric affections, 
also the trembling of the hands and convulsive action of the 
eyelids, &c. 

Nux-vomica and Secale are supposed to exert a beneficial 
action upon them. 
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TUBERCLES OF THE BRAIN. 

Under this head we do not refer to cases in which tubercle is 
present merely in the membranes of the brain, producing that 
granular appearance which has been alluded to when treating of 
tubercular meningitis, but to separate and independent deposits 
of tubercular matter into the substance of the brain itself. 

Tubercles of the brain though exceedingly rare in the adult, 
are not very uncommon in the child : thus, while Louis met 
with only 1 case of tubercle in the brains of 117 adults who 
died of tubercular disease, Rilliet and Barthez found it 37 
times in 312 cases of fatal tubercular disease in children. 

West knows of no instance in which tubercle was limited to 
the brain in childhood, for if present there it always existed in 
other viscera, especially in the bronchial glands and lungs, 
shewing that it is but one of the results of that general 
cachexia which may show itself in any of the various forms 
of scrofulous or consumptive disease. This fact is very impor- 
tant in forming an opinion as to the nature of various local 
diseases of the brain ; for softening of the brain, or abscess, or 
tubercles, hydatids or cancer, do not disclose their precise na- 
ture by any peculiar symptoms, or succession of symptoms. 
They all, sooner or later disturb the functions of the brain, and 
they may all disturb them very nearly after the same fashion. 
But we may judge sometimes, from other circumstances, that 
the disease is of this or that character ; thus, if we find scrofu- 
lous or cancerous disease in other parts of the body, we may 
safely infer that the symptoms which denote disease of the 
brain, are caused by scrofulous or cancerous tumors there 
situated ; but from the symptoms themselves, we can only 
learn that there is some morbid condition of- the brain. — Wat- 
son. 

According to Rokitansky the number of tubercles in the 
brain is usually small ; one or two being met with in most 
cases, and more rarely, three, four, five or a few more ; some 
extremely rare exceptions do occur in which twenty or more are 
found. When they are but few, each separate tubercle acquires 
a considerable size, the most usual size is that of a hazel or 
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walnut ; when they are more numerous, no single one often is 
found much larger than a hemp-seed or pea, although I have 
seen at least twenty in one child's brain, and none less than a 
hazel-nut in size. Tubercles of the brain are also peculiar in 
not being generally aggregated together, but separated widely 
apart. 

Every part of the brain is occasionally the seat of tubercle. 
They are very common in the brain itself, and less so in the 
cerebellum ; they are rarely found in the pons, and still less so 
in the medulla-oblongata. As a general rule they are deposited 
in or near the grey substance, hence near the surface of the 
brain, or in the grey portions of the corpora striata or optic 
thalami. The corpus callosum, fornix, septum lucidum, and 
crura scarcely ever contain any. — Rokitansky. 

Its most frequent combination is with tuberculosis of the ab- 
sorbent glands ; and next in frequency with tubercle in the 
lungs. 

When seated near the surface of the brain, they may cause 
tuberculous inflammation of the membranes, and acute dropsy 
of the brain. 

Symptoms. — These vary according to the number and loca- 
tion of the tubercles, and to the existence or non-existence of 
softening of the brain around them. 

In one case, in a boy aged 3| years, and in the left hemi- 
sphere of whose cerebellum West found a tubercle, there had 
been an almost constant and involuntary rotary motion of the 
head when lying down ; but this is a rare symptom. 

As they are generally seated near the surface of the brain, 
we would expect often to find delirium, stupor, or headache. In 
fact Hennis Green mentions pain in the head as the most 
constant symptom of the early stages of the disease, having met 
with it as a prominent symptom in 17 cases out of 20. This 
pain is often very severe, so that during its continuance the 
child shrieks with the agony of the suffering ; but singularly 
enough it does not continue with this intensity for more than a 
few hours, and on the next day the child may be found to be no 
worse than usual. Vomiting in many instances attends these 
exacerbations of pain. 

In other instances a general dulness steals over all the facul- 
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ties, and the child grows quite indifferent to what is going on 
around it ; he may never complain of headache, but be fretful 
and cry if moved, yet be perfectly quiet if allowed to remain 
undisturbed, dozing for hours together. 

According to Gendrin when the tubercles are located in one 
cerebral peduncle, convulsions commence in one leg and from 
thence extend to the whole of the same side on which the pe- 
duncle is affected. 

When they occupy the mesocephalon, the muscles of the face 
and especially of the mouth are most convulsed, and generally 
spasms only occur at a later period. 

In a very few cases no symptoms are present ; much more 
frequently, however, the signs of disturbance of the brain, 
though not entirely absent, are too vague to excite much atten- 
tion and too slight to occasion much suffering, so that if they do 
not wholly escape notice, they are confounded with other indi- 
cations of ill-health attendant upon the general tuberculization 
with which this disease of the brain is frequently associated. 
In these latent, or semi-latent cases death finally takes place 
rather suddenly, under the indications of the most serious brain- 
disease. This acute stage sometimes lasts for a few hours only, 
and a child who had shown no sign of head-affection, though 
probably the symptoms of tubercular disease of the lungs or other 
organs had long been present, suddenly sinks into a state of stu- 
por, which soon deepens into a profound and fatal coma. In ano- 
ther set of cases convulsions take place suddenly, followed by pa- 
ralysis of one limb, or of the Avhole of one side, and either is 
immediately succeeded by coma, or this does not come on till 
after the fits have recurred several times. In a third variety 
of cases death is preceded by symptoms of acute dropsy of the 
brain. This sudden outbreak of symptoms may take place 
without evident cause, or follow a not very severe blow or fall 
upon the head. — West. 

When headache, nausea and vomiting are present, the case 
may still be obscure ; for some delicate children have irregular 
attacks of violent headache, off and on for years, accompanied 
with vomiting, from slight causes or no apparent cause at all, 
and finally recover as their health becomes more robust. Some 
children may even have headache aggravated at intervals and 
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associated with occasional convulsive movements of one limb, 
and even with attacks of an epileptic character, and yet show 
by the confirmed health they subsequently attain to, that some 
cause of a less abiding nature than a tubercular deposit must 
have given rise to the disturbance of the brain. — West. 

Affections of the motor system are, however, often among the 
earliest indications of this disease ; convulsive movements are 
tjie most frequent of these ; paralysis of a limb, or impaired 
power over it, usually succeeds the convulsions, and but seldom 
take place independently of them. Sometimes we observe 
nothing more than an occasional convulsive twitching of one 
limb, more frequently of the arm than of the leg, unattended 
with any loss of consciousness, or impairment of the intellect ; 
but the seizure is more frequently attended with stupor, though 
the convulsive action may be confined to one side, or even to 
one limb. When convulsions, whether general or partial, have 
once occurred they are seldom absent for many days together. 

The transition from the premonitory to the acute stage some- 
times takes place gradually, the convulsions becoming more and 
more frequent, and the other brain symptoms more serious, and 
the intervals of freedom from suffering shorter ; or the change 
takes place suddenly, and without such previous increase in the 
severity of the child's suffering as to make one anticipate its 
approaching death ; and yet we cannot always discover such 
differences between the morbid appearances in the two cases as 
should explain the dissimilar course of the disease. — West. 

When tubercles are seated solely in the corpus-striatum, 
there will probably be convulsive movements when a portion 
only is involved, and paralysis if the disease includes the whole 
of the organ. 

If located in the optic thalami, there will be more or less loss 
of sensation. 

Tubercular disease of the medulla-oblongata and pons-varolii, 
is attended with difficulty and irregularity of breathing. 

Disease of the crus-cerebri is followed by convulsions or 
paralysis of the opposite side ; also when the white substance 
of the brain is involved. The symptoms of tuberculosis of other 
parts of the brain will be similar to those which have been ob- 
served when hydatids are present. 
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Treatment. — The infants of tuberculous mothers should be 
weaned early, or given to a healthy wet-nurse, or what perhaps 
would be better still, they should be fed upon diluted cream ; as 
milk, both human and animal, contains a large proportion of 
albumen and caseine, it should be entirely avoided. Milk, as is 
well-known, is a watery liquid, having in solution a certain 
amount of caseine. sugar of milk or lactine, extractive matter, 
together with several inorganic salts, (such as the Phosphates 
of Lime, Magnesia, and of the Per-oxide of Iron, the Chlorides 
of Potassium and Sodium, and Pure-soda.) and holding in sus- 
pension myriads of extremely minute globules of fatty matter, 
plainly visible through the microscope. Fresh milk is almost 
invariably slightly alkaline, but on exposure to air, especially 
in warm weather, it rapidly becomes acid, owing to the conver- 
sion of the sugar of milk or lactine, into lactic acid, under the 
influence of the caseine which acts as a ferment. If the milk 
has been long retained in the breast, this change occasionally 
takes place before being drawn ; and in some morbid conditions 
also, the milk is found to have an acid reaction even when fresh- 
ly drawn. Such milk would be especially injurious to children 
with a tendency to tuberculous ailments ; if milk be used at all, 
the mother should be supplied with litimus paper to test each 
specimen before it is given to the babe. 

Acidity of the stomach and bowels should be carefully obvia- 
ted and prevented ; still ordinary acidity of the digestive organs 
will not necessarily produce tuberculous disease. As the Chlo- 
rides and Phosphates of Soda and Potassa are deficient in tuber- 
culous blood, it might be advisable to use these salts to correct 
or prevent acidity of the stomach and bowels. 

As Iron is decidedly deficient in the blood of tuberculous 
subjects I have long been in the habit of using a combination 
of equal parts of Phosphate of Iron and Phosphate of Lime or 
Soda, thoroughly triturated together, and mixed with double its 
weight of Sugar, in order to prevent acidity of the stomach, and 
supply the requisite quantity of Iron to the system. Phos- 
phate of Lime ought also be an excellent dietetic and preventive, 
if not curative remedy against tuberculous acidity. According 
to Ancell crude tubercle contains but a very small proportion 
of Phosphate and Carbonate of Lime — say one per cent. — 
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whereas, chalky tubercles frequently weigh 10, 20 or 30 grains. 
Hence in order to form chalky concretions, the deposition and 
resorption of animal matter, such as Albumen and Caseine must 
have taken place to a very great extent, or for a considerable 
period. It appears to Ancell that where the tendency to 
cretaceous aggregation has existed in the highest degree, the 
blood must have wholly or partially lost its tuberculous quality ; 
and that after having secreted intractable tubercle, owing to 
this favorable change it pours out a blastema, which depositing 
its earthy salts, is in the main susceptible of resorption, and is 
actually absorbed, the earthy particles gradually accumulating 
in the tuberculous cavity. That some such process as this oc- 
curs, he thinks, follows from a consideration of the whole series 
of chemical facts. Supplying an excess of Phosphate of Lime 
to the system may perhaps favor and hasten these beneficial 
changes. 

The acids in the normal gastric juice are : the Muriatic, Lac- 
tic and Acetic ; the Muriatic generally predominates, although 
either may be in excess and require peculiar treatment. The 
chyme which is made from the fibrine of meat and coagulated 
albumen, contains much Muriatic acid ; that which is made 
from quite fresh meat and milk contains an excess of Lactic 
acid ; while that which is made from amylaceous and farina- 
ceous substances and vegetables contains much Acetic acid. In 
some states of the system quite new and unusual acids are 
found, or get into the stomach, such as : Phosphoric, Uric, 
Oleic or Butyric, and even Fluoric acid. It is not yet known 
positively which one of these acids predominates in the tuber- 
culous dyscrasia, but they all require their peculiar and specific 
antidotes. The best antidotes of Muriatic acid are : Zincum, 
Ferrum, Argentum and Ammonia ; Soda, Plumbum and Baryta 
are the best antidotes for Phosphoric acid ; the tendency to the 
formation of Uric acid in the stomach is best antidoted by Cu- 
prum and Colchicum ; while an excess of Lactic acid is best 
met with Zincum. — (See Treatise on Diseases of Married Fe- 
males, p. 52.) 

Hep ar- sulphur, may correct acidity of the stomach, and neu- 
tralize the predominance of albumen in the blood, besides having 
a symptomatic relation to tubercular disease. 
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When deposits of tubercle have actually taken place, they 
cannot be removed by any known solvent. Still trials may be 
made with at least a shadow of a hope of success. Thus, if we 
admit with Hecht and Scharlau that tubercle contains 30 
per cent, of Fibrine, the solvents of Fibrine may be used. Ac- 
cording to Denis if moist Fibrine be digested in a solution of 
Nitrate of Potash containing a little Soda, it gradually becomes 
converted into a substance in almost every respect identical 
with Albumen ; being soluble in water, and coagulable by heat. 
Again, the alkalies and their carbonates and acetates entirely 
prevent the coagulation of Fibrine ; and tolerably strong solu- 
tions of Nitrate of Potash, Nitrate of Lime, and Muriate of 
Ammonia, retard it for a long time ; the Muriate of Ammonia, 
indeed, gradually dissolves Fibrine, after it has been allowed to 
coagulate. 

If we assume that tubercle consists in an excessive formation 
and deposition of Albumen, the solvents of Albumen may be 
tried. Hepar-sulphur. has already been alluded to. Coagula- 
ted Albumen is also readily soluble in Potash and other alka- 
line solutions ; the Phosphoric, Acetic and Tartaric acids, also 
appear to exercise a decided solvent action upon it, and when 
present even prevent its coagulating on the application of heat. 
On the other hand, the Nitric and Muriatic acids, the Bichloride 
of Mercury, and Ferrocyanide of Potassium coagulate and pre- 
cipitate Albumen and hence may be more homoeopathic to Albu- 
minous tubercles. 

Finally, if we assume that tubercle consists merely of Caseine, 
we may be obliged to resort to Acetic, or some other acid, for 
although Caseine coagulates and is precipitated by Acetic 
acid, it redissolves if the acid be added in decided excess. In 
fact, although Caseine is precipitated and coagulated by Acetic 
and nearly all the acids, it redissolves in a considerable excess 
of most of them. 

The experienced physician can easily decide when to give the 
preference to one or the other of these remedies ; or to use two 
or several of them in alternation or combination ; also when it 
will be advisable to use the inhalation of the vapors of these 
medicines in combination with their internal use ; and finally 
when to rely upon infinitessimal quantities in order to overcome 
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a qualitative or dynamic predisposition or tendency to tubercu- 
lar disease, and when to give more massive quantities in order 
to remove absolutely material and quantitative deposits. 



CANCER OF THE BRAIN. 

The symptoms of cancer of the brain and its membranes are 
similar if not identical with those of tubercles or other tumors 
of these parts. An accurate diagnosis is seldom more than con- 
jectured, except when the cerebral symptoms happen to coincide 
with the phenomena observed in other parts of the body, which 
may serve as a clue to the disease going on in the brain. Thus, 
tubercles in the brain are more common in children and young 
adults ; hard cancer, is more common in persons over 40, while 
medullary cancer may occur in young subjects. In tubercular 
disease the skin is apt to present a pasty or doughy appearance; 
in cancer it often presents a peculiar straw-yellow color. As 
Watson truly observes various local diseases and tumors of the 
brain, do not disclose their precise nature by any peculiar 
symptoms or succession of symptoms ; but if we detect signs of 
tuberculous or cancerous disease in other parts of the body, we 
may safely infer that the symptoms which denote disease of the 
brain are caused by tuberculous or cancerous disease there 
situated ; but from the symptoms alone, we can only learn that 
there is some morbid condition of the brain. If there be signs 
of disease of the lungs, bronchial glands, peritonaeum or bowels, 
the probability is that the disease is tuberculous. If there be 
disease of the breasts, axillary glands, womb, &c, &c, the 
probability is that the disease is cancerous. 

Hence the treatment, although it may be homoeopathic, must 
not be merely symptomatic ; it must be directed against the 
nature of the disease, and not merely against its symptoms or 
manifestations. 

However similar the symptoms of tubercular and cancerous 
disease of the brain may be, viz. : headache, blindness, paralysis, 
convulsions, &c, &c. yet there is a decided antagonism not 
only in the nature of the two diseases, but also in the locali- 
ties which they prefer : thus, cancer of the breast, stomach, 
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liver, large bowels and womb, is very common ; tubercular dis- 
ease of these organs is very rare ; tubercular disease of the 
lungs, spleen, small bowels, bronchial glands, peritonaeum, &c, 
is sufficiently common, while cancerous affections of these organs 
is decidedly rare. Hence the remedies for cancerous disease 
may or must be injurious in tubercular disease, and vice versa. 

In tuberculosis, the cellular, vascular, albuminous and glandu- 
lar tissues are most apt to be affected ; in cancerous disease, 
the gelatiniform, fibrous, albuminous or medullary and glandular 
parts. Caseine and Albumen are the predominant elements in 
the tuberculous dyscrasia ; Gelatine, Fibrine, Phosphorised fat, 
Cholesterine, and perhaps Albumen are the most abundant con- 
stituents in cancer. Caseine is never found in cancer. 

In scirrhus we may find from 0.2144 to 0.2778 of Gelatine ; 
0.1428 of Fibrine ; 0.1388 of Phosphorized fat ; and 0.0278 of 
Albumen ; the rest water and salts. 

Treatment.— The best remedies against the cancerous dys- 
crasia, are : Arsenicum, Alumina, Carbo-animalis, Soot, Calen- 
dula, Muriates of Gold and Soda, Donovan's Solution, &c. 



H M (E P A T II I C TREATMENT 



OF 



INFLAMMATION AND DROPSY OF THE BRAIN, 

&c, &c. 



The following remedies have been used most frequently, 
viz.: Aconite, Arnica, Belladonna, Bryonia, Chamomilla, Cu- 
prum, Digitalis, Hellebore, Hyosciamus, Iodine, Opium, Rhus, 
Spts.-Nit.-dulc, Stramonium, Sulphur, Veratrum and Zinc. 



ACONITE. 



General Remarks. — According to Waring the compara- 
tive activity of the different parts of the plant has been closely 
examined by Drs. Fleming and Turnbull. They agree that 
the root is the part which is most energetic, certain and eligi- 
ble for medicinal use ; the seeds rank second ; the leaves third ; 
the flowers fourth, and the fruit and stem last. The homoeopa- 
thic tincture which is made from the whole plant is much weaker 
and more inefficient than the tincture of the root, because the 
root contains a much larger proportion of the active principle 
of the plant, (Aconitine,) than any other part, or all other parts 
combined. When the homoeopathic tincture is diluted one-half, 
or even twenty times as it frequently is, it becomes a very un- 
certain and weak preparation to combat acute congestive or in- 
flammatory affections, because Aconite is antipathic rather than 
homoeopathic to these affections, and hence tangible or even mas- 
sive doses are required. Although Aconite resembles Digitalis 
and Tobacco in its action upon the heart and arteries and is not 
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strictly homoeopathic to inflammatory or actively congestive dis- 
eases, still it is used as a matter of course, or of routine, by the 
majority of homoeopathists against the majority of these affec- 
tions; consequently it frequently fails to produce any good effect, 
especially when the dilutions, either high or low are used. Late- 
ly, Dr. Henry, homoeopathic physician in Montgomery, Ala- 
bama, has found out that the Veratrum-viride, exerts a still 
more powerful action upon the heart and arteries ; predicts 
that it will soon stand as a great rival to the long tried Aconite ; 
and asserts that he prefers it to Aconite, and has never failed 
in reducing the action of the heart with it. Singularly enough, 
Veratrum-viride is quite as antipathic to fever and inflammation 
as Aconite. 

According to Fleming and Waring, when a small piece 
of the root of Aconite is chewed, it causes an increased flow of 
saliva, a peculiar numbness of the lips and tongue, with a ting- 
ling sensation, and partial loss of use of the lips. Its topical 
application is unaccompanied by either pain, redness or swelling, 
even when its pathogenetic effects are developed to the fullest 
extent ; proving that it is not homoeopathic to inflammation, but 
that ;it exerts a depressing and benumbing, or paralyzing effect 
upon the vascular system and nerves of sensation. 

Given internally, Dr. Fleming, divides its operation into 
four degrees : 

First Degree. — Half an hour after a dose of 5 drops of the 
Tincture of the Root, warmth is felt in the stomach, with slight 
nausea, oppression of breathing, general warmth of the body, 
numbness, tingling and a sense of distension of the throat, lips 
and tongue. There is also a tingling at the tips of the fingers, 
with a peculiar sensation at the roots of the teeth ; slight mus- 
cular weakness is generally experienced, with indisposition for 
exertion, either mental or bodily. In about half an hour more, 
the pulse will be found diminished in strength, and in another 
hour both the pulse and breathing will have become less fre- 
quent, viz. : the pulse will have fallen from 72 to 64, and the 
breathing from 18 to 15 or 16. 

Second Degree. — If 10 drops be taken at first, or the origi- 
nal dose of 5 drops, be followed in two hours by another of 
equal amount, the above symptoms will supervene more rapidly 
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and with greater severity. The tingling will extend up along 
the arms, and the sensitiveness of the skin is more or less im- 
paired. In one and a half hours, the pulse will probably have 
fallen to about 56 beats per minute and become smaller and 
weaker, still maintaining, however, perfect regularity. The 
respirations will be about 13 per minute and laboring, attended 
with great muscular debility, giddiness and confusion of sight, 
with lethargy, coldness of the skin and extremities. 

Larger doses will be followed by the same symptoms to a 
more severe extent. The pulse occasionally falls to 40, or even 
36, but more generally rises to 70 or 80, becoming small, weak 
and irregular ; respiration is oppressed, and the skin becomes 
moist and cold. — Fleming. 

Of the allied remedies of Aconite, Tobacco acts specifically 
upon the stomach, solar plexus of nerves, heart, arteries and 
nerves of motion and muscular system. Digitalis acts prin- 
cipally upon the heart, arteries, kidneys, and serous mem- 
branes. Veratrum-viride upon the stomach, liver, bowels, 
heart and arteries. Colchicum upon the liver, kidneys, heart, 
arteries and fibrous tissues. Tartar-emetic and Ipecac, upon 
the stomach, solar plexus, skin and muscular system. Aconite 
upon the skin, sero-fibrous tissues, heart and arteries. All 
these remedies depress the action of the heart and arteries in a 
similar and specific manner. 

Although I believe that the majority of Teste's remarks on 
the Materia Medica are flippant and insincere, still I agree 
with him when he says, that of all the medicines used by ho- 
moeopathic physicians, Aconite is the one which they use er- 
roneously most frequently. As it only possesses the power of 
perturbating or depressing the action of the heart and arteries, 
and is not homoeopathic to inflammatory local lesions, whenever 
inflammatory fever and local inflammation have already acquired 
a certain degree of intensity, infinitessimal doses cannot be 
administered without involving a loss of very precious time. 
Either, some decidedly homoeopathic remedy must be used in 
small quantities ; or more massive doses of Aconite must be 
given. Tessier found that when inflammation of the lungs 
was at its height, the high dilutions only produced some 
slight effect upon the pulse, none upon the disease.— Peters. 
34 
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a. In opposition to the above, Kreussler says : whenever 
traces merely of inflammation of the brain present themselves, 
or whenever this disease seems fully developed, Aconite is the 
first remedy which ought to be given. It is not the question 
whether inflammatory fever is present or not, for pure inflam- 
mation of the brain or its membranes requires the use of this 
remedy from the very commencement of the disease, until effu- 
sions and exudations have taken place. Two or three doses of 
the 6th or 12th dilution may be given, ana js action awaited 
for twelve or twenty-four hours. If not the least improvement 
occurs during this time, viz.: neither perspiration, stiiment in 
the urine, nor bleeding of the nose, and the restlessness con- 
tinues, followed by stupor and delirium, then another remedy 
must be used. — Kreussler. I venture to assert that either 
other remedies, or larger doses will be required in the majority 
of cases. — Peters. 

b. Heichelheim says he has treated eight children in the 
first stage of dropsy of the brain and relieved them all with 
Aconite followed by Bellad. 

c. Schroen asserts that when congestion of the brain with 
impending inflammation sets in during dentition of young chil- 
dren, he has always found Aconite useful ; but large and re- 
peated doses had to be given. Kreussler, with characteristic 
flippancy and dogmatism assumes that Aconite will not remove 
simple congestion, but only that stasis and congestion which is 
the first stage of acute inflammation. 

CASE 1. — A girl, aged 10, had heat and redness of the 
whole body, especially of the head and eyes, contracted pupils, 
entire unconsciousness, delirium, dryness of the tongue, vomit- 
ing of greenish substances, subsultus, quickened respiration, 
pulse 120 to 130, with grasping at the head. 

Treatment and Result. — Aeon. 18, one drop in 6 spoonsful 
of water, 1 spoonful every half-hour ; in six hours consciousness 
was restored, the fever and vomiting had ceased ; Bryonia was 
given on the next day, and she was quite well in two days more. 
— Gastfreund. 

CASE 2.— A lady, aged 32, who had often suffered with 
severe headache, was suddenly attacked with symptoms which 
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denoted approaching inflammation of the brain. She ran in 
perfect despair about the room, complained of pain in the fore- 
head, as if everything would be forced out of it ; her head was 
glowing hot ; she had nausea, white coated tongue, pain in the 
back, constipation for two days ; pulse tranquil, and skin natu- 
ral. — [I have frequently seen similar attacks in nervous and 
hysterical females, but never supposed that I had cither threat- 
ened or actual inflammation to deal with.] — Peters. 

Treatment. — Aconite 6, 1 drop ; in five minutes the pain 
abated ; the patient soon became composed and slept till morn- 
ing, when she was quite restored. — Kreussler. 

CASE 3. — A boy, aged 5 years, sickened with the usual 
signs of inflammation of the brain, of which the following were 
the most prominent : 

Symptoms. — Spasms of the limbs, alternating with trembling 
motion of them ; vomiting of food or mucus as soon as he raised 
his head ; starting up from sleep with delirium, or pain in both 
sides of the bead ; dryness and heat of skin; much thirst ; full, 
hard and quick pulse. 

Treatment. — Aconite 30, in 2 ounces of water, 1 teaspoonful 
every hour at first, then every two hours, with perfect recovery 
in three days. — Weber. 

CASE 4. — A maiden, aged 14, had suffered for twenty- 
four hours with the following symptoms of brain-affection : 
vertigo and vomiting whenever she rose up ; constant pain in 
the forehead ; delirium, sopor, screaming and starting up from 
sleep, with fixedness of look ; her face was pale at times, at 
others red ; skin hot and dry ; thirst, and constipation. 

Treatment. — 14 doses of Aconite 30, removed the whole 
disorder in three days. The constipation was removed by Nux. 
3O. — Weber. t 

CASE 5. — A girl, aged nine years, was attacked with in- 
flammation of the brain, for which she received Bell. 4, 1 drop 
every three hours, for thirty-one hours without benefit. 

Symptoms. — Wandering of the mind ; constant chewing mo- 
tion of the lower jaw ; incoherent muttering ; the pupils were 
contracted; expression of the eyes unsteady and indifferent; 
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face moderately flushed ; skin moist ; pulse full, hard, quick 
and frequent. 

Treatment. — Aconite 3, 1 drop every hour ; in five hours 
she fell asleep and slept for four hours ; she awoke conscious, 
and was gradually restored on the third day. — Noack. 

CASE 6. — Haubold cured a case of acute hydrocephalus, 
attended with vomiting ; horing of the very large head into the 
pillow ; hy means of three doses of Aconite in thirty-six hours, 
followed by 1 dose of Bellad. 

CASE 7. — After a somewhat hard fall upon the head, a boy, 
aged 2 years, was attacked suddenly with the following : 

Symptoms. — He dozed a great deal, but often awoke sud- 
denly, raised himself up and vomited up a clear, watery fluid ; 
his tongue was clean and he drank again immediately after- 
wards, then fell asleep and awoke vomiting at least three times 
in every hour. He frequently started in his sleep ; had rolling 
of his half-opened eyes ; bored the back of his head into the 
pillow ; grasped at his head automatically ; frequent alterna- 
tions of the color of his face from pale to red ; picking of his 
nose ; and gritting of the teeth. 

Treatment. — Two doses 'of Aconite 3, 1 drop per dose, every 
hour ; followed by Bellad. 3, 1 drop every two hours. On the 
following day he was quite well. — Frank. 

CASE 8. — A child, aged 3 years, was attacked with inflam- 
mation of the membranes of the brain, which terminated in 
effusion into the ventricles. It was given up as hopeless by 
two physicians. 

Treatment. — Aconite was then given every half-hour, until 
the quickness of the pulse was lessened ; then Bellad. was 
given in the same way. The child improved in some days, 
and had completely recovered at the end of a fortnight. — Duns- 
ford. 

CASE 9. — Yeldham thinks that many of the slighter af- 
fections of the brain, giving rise to headache, and other symp- 
toms clearly referable to disorder of that organ, are doubtless 
of an inflammatory character. Hence he would doubtless meet 
with, and cure more cases of inflammation of the brain than 
most other physicians. — Peters. 



ACONITE. 511 

A hearty young man, aged 20, caught cold on his journey 
home, about a week ago ; yesterday was seized with shivering 
and violent pain in the head ; took pills which acted freely, but 
without relief; he lies with his neck stretched out and head 
thrown back on the pillow, from which position he cannot bear 
to move ; complains of intense pain in the forehead over the 
eyes ; cannot tolerate the least light or noise ; his brow is knit ; 
eyes red and angry ; his skin, especially that of the forehead is 
hot and dry ; pulse 95, full and hard ; mouth and tongue dry, 
with incessant thirst ; no other pain, but is liable to rush of 
blood to the head. 

Treatment. — Aconite 3, directly followed by Bellad. 3, every 
two hours ; was rather better the next day ; head not so hot 
and painful ; thirst not so urgent ; pulse as frequent, but not 
so hard and throbbing ; skin cooler. — Aconite 3, and Bellad. 3, 
in alternation every three hours ; recovered entirely in two days 
more. 

Review. — Of nine cases, 7 were in children, and two in 
adults. 

In case 7, a fall upon the head was the exciting cause. 

Vomiting was present in 4 cases. 

In most of the cases there was a state of excitement, with 
delirium, spasms, subsultus, &c, &c. ; the pulse varied from 
72 to 95, or even 120 or 130, and was full, hard, quick or sup- 
pressed. Yet in cases of poisoning with Aconite, the brain 
is remarkably undisturbed and clear, and the pulse is apt to be 
weak, small and slow. — Peters. 

The stage in which it proved most useful was that of irrita- 
tion, only occasionally approaching that of exudation. 

D 0SES : — Aconite 3, was given twice, in repeated doses ; 
Aconite 6, once ; Aconite 18, once in solution, and repeated 
every half-hour ; Aconite 30, twice in solution. 

In 3 cases Aconite effected a cure alone. 
" 5 " " was followed by Bellad. 

« 1 « " " " " Bryon. 

The duration of the attacks was twenty-four hours in 1 case ; 
thirty-six hours in 1 ca3e ; three days in 5 cases ; and four- 
teen days in 1 case. 
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Aconite probably acts as a powerful antiphlogistic sudorific, 
as it induces perspiration in the majority of acute cases in 
which it proves beneficial. 



ARNICA. 

According to Sobernheim it facilitates the circulation of the 
lymph, and increases the absorbent powers of the collective 
lymphatic and venous systems. It was used and highly recom- 
mended in arachnitis with effusion by the celebrated Golis of 
Vienna ; he had the head of the patient freely and frequently 
bathed with an infusion of Arnica, when signs of effusion or 
exudation, or of a sub-paralytic state of the brain came on ; — he 
also regarded it as the principal remedy against concussions of 
the brain, or spinal marrow ; in sanguineous, or sero-lymphatic 
exudations from falls, blows, contusions, concussions, &c. It is 
very useful in low states of the system when there is dulness 
of the senses, dejection of spirits, drowsiness, sopor, or even stu- 
por, or muttering delirium with dryness and blackness of the 
tongue, &c, &c. If it fails, Hydriodate of Potash may be 
used internally and externally, aided or not by a few doses of 
Iodide of Mercury, or of Apocynum-cannabinum. — Peters. 

CASE 10. — A delicate boy, aged 2£ years, was attacked 
with the following symptoms about five weeks after he had had 
an attack of measles. 

He complained of pain in his head ; squinted ; was afraid of 
falling, and at times even fell backwards ; he had attacks of 
vomiting, cramps of the hands, and fits of screaming ;• was only 
comfortable while lying upon his back ; had attacks of un- 
consciousness, from which he could only be aroused by loud 
talking ; his head was hot ; pupils dilated ; breathing anxious ; 
urine scanty and red ; pulse quick and small. 

Treatment and Result. — Aconite 9, followed in three hours 
by Bellad. 12; but the disease increased steadily for nine 
hours, when he became exceedingly restless, with severe con- 
vulsions of the limbs, violent fits of screaming ; he was only 
easy when lying on his right side, with his head bent far back ; 
the pupils were very much dilated ; eyes entirely insensible to 
light ; he was perfectly unconscious, and grasped at his head. 
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Arnica 3, in 1 drop doses ; by the next night he could open his 
eyes ; his consciousness returned the next morning ; he wished 
for food, and to be carried about, but was unable to hold his 
head up ; the pupils were somewhat contracted ; his urine tur- 
bid, with a yellow sediment ; and he was very irritable. On 
the second day he attempted to stand, but fell over ; Arnica 6 
was given. On the third day, a return of fever was removed 
by Aconite. On the fifth day he seemed restored and had 
some appetite. Merc. 2 finally restored him perfectly in four- 
teen days. — Maly. 

CASE 11. — In a case of acute hydrocephalus, in which 
Aeon, and Bell, afforded no relief, Arnica 6, repeated every 
four hours, effected a rapid improvement. — Haubold. 

CASE 12. — Inflammation of the brain with violent symp- 
toms in a maiden, aged 21, arising from a fall upon the head, 
was soon removed by several doses of Arnica 4 ; remaining 
blindness was cured by Bellad. and Opium. — Thorer. 

Review. — It has been decidedly useful in the second stage 
of hydrocephalus, especially when induced by falls or blows 
upon the head. 

ARSENICUM. 

This remedy ought to prove one of the most efficient homoeo- 
pathic remedies against serous inflammations in general and 
inflammatory dropsies. One of its most marked and frequent 
effects is to produce dropsical effusions about the head and face, 
attended with fever and great scantiness of the urine. It is 
most homoeopathic to the acute variety of hydrocephalus, yet 
Wahle only recommends it in the chronic form, after the pre- 
vious use of Hellebore and Sulphur, and when the patient is 
peculiarly irritable and passionate. 

CASE 13. — A boy, aged 6 years, had been drooping for 
some time, finally he had all the symptoms of brain-disease, ac- 
companied by gastric derangement ; he lay doubled up in bed, 
with his knees drawn up to his stomach ; bowels very sensitive 
to touch ; was drowsy and heavy, and lay in a stupor with half- 
closed eyes and open mouth, whenever he was not disturbed ; 
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when aroused, and also at other times he often started and 
screamed out with a loud and piercing cry ; his features were 
sunken ; mouth and nostrils sore, dry and black ; his tongue 
dry and parched, with a thick, brownish-yellow coating ; red 
edges and papillae. The skin of his whole body, but more par- 
ticularly of the head and bowels was hot and dry; he was 
thirsty and had no appetite ; his bowels loose and evacuations 
unhealthy ; pulse 125, hard and incompressible ; he was an- 
noyed by a short hacking cough. 

Treatment. — Arsenicum 6, every four hours ; at the end of 
two days he seemed much the same, only his tongue appeared 
to be cleaning at the edges, and his thirst was not so great. 
The Arsenicum was continued for three days more, with only 
slight shades of amendment ; he was then ordered Hellebore 6, 
every four hours, with decided improvement at the end of the 
second day ; his tongue became moist and cleaned off rapidly ; 
skin cool, thirst moderate, pulse less frequent and more soft, 
eyes clear, bright and intelligent, little or no screaming or 
drowsiness. He was perfectly restored in a few days more, 
under the continued use of Hellebore. — Yeldham. 



BELLADONNA. 

General Remarks. — a. This remedy acts specifically upon 
the blood, brain, nervous, muscular and lymphatic systems, also 
upon the throat, skin and kidneys. 

Its action upon the blood is similar to that produced by Alco- 
hol, or extreme heat of the sun ; there is a commotion and 
actual expansion of the blood, as is shown by the quickness and 
fulness of the blood-vessels, heat and redness of the face and skin. 
It would seem to cause an intense arterial and inflammatory 
condition, but in fact it causes a tumultuous conversion of the 
arterial blood into venous, for after a while the apparent in- 
creased arterial action ceases, and excessive and predominant 
venosity supplies its place. The apparent arterial storm lasts 
for about twelve hours, when great venosity becomes apparent ; 
the redness of the face gives place to lividity ; the veins every- 
where seem to be crowded and overfilled ; the muscles become 
relaxed ; confusion and stupefaction of the brain ensue ; but 
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finally profuse sweats and urination restore the balance of the 
system. 

It may be that this powerful commotion and intoxication of 
the arterial system is removed by the exertions or natural 
functions of the venous and lymphatic systems, which absorb or 
remove the noxious element from the arterial system, and thus 
become contaminated themselves. 

Its action upon the brain is that of a powerful irritant or 
stimulant, unless the dose be in great excess, when the powers 
of the brain are completely overcome or stupefied ; Belladonna 
stupefaction may also arise from exhaustion from previous over- 
excitement. — (See Treatise on Mental Derangement.) 

Its action upon the muscular system is rather depressing 
than exciting ; Belladonna convulsions are rare, and when pre- 
sent slight ; while paralysis of the sphincters, such as dilatation 
of the pupils, of the neck of the bladder, womb, and the rectum 
are common ; besides it is one of the best palliatives against 
those wandering pains in rheumatism, which arise from spas- 
modic contraction of the muscles, caused by the fleeting irrita- 
tion of the poison of rheumatism ; also against rheumatic colicky 
pains from spasmodic contraction of the muscular coat of the 
stomach and bowels. 

Its action upon the throat and skin is similar to that pro- 
duced by the poison of scarlet fever. 

Its action upon the kidneys is very decided ; the secretion of 
urine is increased excessively. — Peters. 

b. Lobethal says he gives 2 or 3 drops of the tincture of 
Bellad. in several spoonsful of water, against violent congestion 
towards the head in young children, with threatening of in- 
flammation or dropsy of the brain, with far more confidence 
than he does the 24th or 30th dilution. In slighter and more 
chronic cases, in some of the latter of which he has several 
times succeeded in effecting cures even when there was entire 
dulness of the senses, he prefers the 24th or 30th dilutions to 
the lower potencies. 

c. Kreussler advises the 18th or 24th dilution, repeated 
twice a day, when there are aching and outward pressing pains 
with dull stitches in the head, preceded by dizziness and feeling 
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of intoxication ; when the patients stare fixedly before them, 
and their faces and eyes are much flushed ; when infants bore 
with their heads into the pillow ; also when there is retention 
of fceces and urine, which afterwards pass off involuntarily ; the 
thirst being excessive, the pulse frequent and quick. When 
improvement sets in the doses are to be repeated less frequently 
than twice a day. 

d. Knorre thinks that Bellad. is most indicated in the first, 
or inflammatory stage of hydrocephalus, when this is strongly 
marked and bears an arterial, or venous-inflammatory charac- 
ter rather than a torpid or sub-inflammatory. In the second, or 
incurable stage it is of no further avail, except that it sometimes 
relieves the vomiting, and that perhaps only imperfectly. 



IN CHILDREN. 

CASE 14. — A girl, aged 6 years, after several days' sickness, 
had the following : 

Symptoms. — Acute fever, general heat of body, redness of 
the face, quick, hard pulse, quick breathing, sleepy-drowsiness, 
frequent vomiting, gritting of the teeth, and great anxiety and 
restlessness while awake. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 3, 15 drops in 3 ounces of water, 1 tea- 
spoonful every hour ; with relief in twenty-four hours and 
speedy recovery. — Elwert. 

CASE 15. — A boy, aged 6, had been sick for six or eight 
hours, with violent fever, quick pulse, hurried breathing, trem- 
bling, great redness of face, general dry heat of skin, drow- 
siness, frequent starting, fixed and glassy look, cramp of the 
jaws. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 3 relieved him in twenty-four hours. — 
Elwert. 

CASE 16. — A boy, aged 5, had suffered for several hours 
with active fever and nervous excitement. He received Aconite 
3, followed by general perspiration and by increase of the dis- 
ease ; he was aroused with difficulty, stared fixedly, and did not 
understand when spoken to, had startings and tremblings of 
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the limbs, jerks, twitchings of the muscles of the face ; pulse 
not to be counted and respiration hurried. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 3, 10 drops in 3 ounces of water, 1 tea- 
spoonful every half-hour, with evident improvement in twenty- 
four hours. — Elwert. 

CASES 17 and 18.— Two similar cases were treated with 
Bellad., one with 15 drops of the tincture in two ounces of 
water, the other with the second dilution ; the doses were re- 
peated every quarter or half-hour. — Elwert. 

CASE 19.— A girl, aged 5 years, had been sick for twenty- 
four hours ; she had passed a sleepless night, screamed, raged, 
spoke in a confused manner, her face was bright red, forehead 
W, eyes glassy, protruding and injected, the carotids beat 
violently, pulse could not be felt on account of her restlessness ; 
urination involuntary. 

Treatment.— 3 doses of Bellad. 30, cured her so quickly that 
she could leave her bed on the fifth day.— Schwarze. 

CASE 20.— A male infant, aged 13 weeks, had three attacks 
at short intervals of time, as follows : 

Symptoms.— Red., scarlet-colored spots appeared upon the 
abdomen, and after they disappeared he had constant drowsi- 
ness, squinting and rolling of the eyes, frothy mucus before the 
mouth, green stools and whitish urine ; he was only aroused 
from his stupor by attacks of suffocative cough. 

Treatment.—^ doses of Bellad. 30, 1 dose every twenty-four, 
thirty-six or forty-eight hours removed the brain-affection in six 
days ; the suffocative cough, with vomiting, greenish and fluid 
stools were removed by Ipecac. 30, followed in twenty-four 
hours by Veratrum, in the course of five days more.— Dr. B. 
in P . 

CASE 21.— A delicate boy, aged 8, played for a long time 
in the sun on a hot July day ; soon after he was attacked with 
violent headache, fever, drowsiness and stupor ; ' every quarter 
or half-hour he would start up suddenly, with shrill screams, 
then mutter several words, and grasp at his head ; his pupils 
were unequally dilated, especially the right; his face much 
reddened ; skin burning hot ; and fever ran very high. 
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Treatment. — Bcllad. and Aeon. 6, in solution, every two 
hours ; after a few doses, profuse perspiration set in and lasted 
all night ; he awoke in the morning as after a long -sleep, and 
was quite restored in the course of the day. — Rampal. 

CASE 22. — A 4 year old, spongy and ricketty child, was 
attacked with fever attended with evening and night-aggrava- 
tions, violent headache, and inahility to sit up. 

Treatment. — 1 dose of Bellad. 24, benefitted him so much in 
twenty-four hours that all danger seemed over. A similar 
attack in a healthy 3 year old child, was cured by the same 
treatment. — Moritz Muller. 

CASE 23. — A healthy girl, aged 8, was exposed to the hot 
sun in July, and became sick on the following night ; she was 
treated allopathically for several days, and was left with the 
following : 

Symptoms. — Violent headache, face pale and suffering, un- 
consciousness, with delirium about food ; she was constantly 
boring her fingers in her nose, had great heat of the body with 
thirst, and some perspiration upon the head. 

Treatment. — Bell. 30, followed by sound sleep for several 
hours, from which she awoke better, but with a violent cough, 
which caused severe pains in the head. Bryon. 12, 2 doses in 
twenty-four hours completed the cure. — Segin. 

CASE 24. — A delicate child, aged 3 years, who had had two 
attacks of inflammatory brain-affection, and recovered under 
allopathic treatment, was taken with a third and very violent 
paroxysm. Bellad. 3, 1 drop in divided doses soon relieved her. 
— Segin. 

It is doubtful whether any child would survive three attacks 
of inflammation of the brain under any mode of treatment. — 
Peters. 

CASE 25. — A strong and well-nourished child, aged nine 
months, became restless, coughed much, started in its sleep, 
and was attacked with repeated convulsive movements of the 
face and limbs. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 30, produced rapid relief; a similar 
attack, eight days after, was relieved in the same way ; but in 
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two days more there was a second relapse, attended with a red, 
psydracious eruption. Bellad. 30, followed by Sulph. 30, ef- 
fected a radical cure. — Segin. 

CASE 26. — A male child, aged 3 years, whose brother had 
died a year before of inflammation of the brain, was attacked 
with similar signs of commencing disease. 

Treatment.— Bellad. 30, only relieved the vomiting; but 
after 4 doses of Aconite 24, followed on the next day by Bellad. 
30, a rapid improvement ensued, and perfect recovery on the 
fourth day. — Segin. 

CASE 27. — A robust boy, aged 10 months, had been sick 
for two days. 

Symptoms. — Lachrymose, irritable and restless at night ; 
sleeplessness, or half-slumber with frequent startings ; pun- 
gent, dry heat ; hanging backwards of the head ; jaws dropped ; 
and seemed to have thirst, but rejected the proffered drink ; 
loose stools, with some straining. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 30, at night ; his sleep was more quiet, 
was more lively in the morning, but still irritable and inclined 
to cry. A violent increase of fever was relieved by 2 doses of 
Aconite 24, and on the fifth day of the disease the fever ^as 
very slight, but the irritability and depression were great. 
Bellad. 30, was followed by quiet sleep, pleasant awaking, 
moderate heat, profuse sweat and urination during the day, and 
greater clearness of mind. Recovery on the fourth day of 
treatment, and sixth day of the disease. — Segin. 

CASE 28. — A child, aged 2£ years, whose sister had died 
one year before of inflammation of the brain under allopathic 
treatment, was treated allopathically for several days, constant- 
ly growing worse. 

Symptoms. — Sensitive, irritable, lachrymose, half-slumber 
from which it often started up in a fright ; frequent flushes of 
fever ; a red, moist eruption behind the ears. 

Treatment.— -Bellad. 12, repeated in three hours ; in five 
hours after the second dose, she was more quiet ; 3 more doses 
of Bellad. were followed by quiet night sleep, and earache in the 
morning. Sulph. 12, was followed by boring with the fingers 
in the mouth, nose and ears, and profuse urination. Bellad. 
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12, followed in twenty-four hours by Merc. 1 and Sulphur, 
effected a recovery on the fifteenth day of treatment. — Segin. 

CASE 29. — A boy, aged 7 months, was suddenly attacked 
with frequently repeated vomitings, high fever and involuntary 
movements of the facial muscles and arms ; also with great 
restlessness, constant boring of the head in the pillow, and re- 
markably dilated pupils. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 5, four doses, one every two hours, from 
evening until midnight ; after two o'clock at night, all" these 
threatening symptoms subsided, and he was quite well on the 
next day. — Segin. 

CASE 30. — A boy, aged 7 years, very sensitive and delicate, 
with tendency to scrofula, was attacked suddenly, five weeks 
after having the measles, with violent fever, pulse full and 100, 
skin dry and hot, especially on the head and stomach, eyes 
brilliant and injected, also sensitive to light, pupils contracted, 
thirst and constipation. 

Treatment. — Aconite 1st dilution, 6 drops in solution, 1 tea- 
spoonful every half-hour ; at the end of four hours the symp- 
toms had much increased, pulse was very hard, full and 150, 
with violent throbbing of the carotid and temporal arteries ; the 
skin of the whole body was glowing hot and dry ; face red -and 
bloated ; eyes still more reddened, and sensitive to light, and 
only one-half closed during sleep ; there was deliriun, with 
grasping of the hands at the bed clothes ; and great dryness of 
the tongue. 

Treatment. — Bellad., 1st dilution, 10 drops in water, 1 tea- 
spoonful every half-hour in alternation with Aconite, also cold 
applications to the head ; perspiration sat in some time after 
midnight, followed by greater quiet, and return of consciousness 
in the morning ; the pulse was soft and had fallen to 120 ; after 
a restless night he had a movement of the bowels on the third 
morning and pulse fell to 100. Bellad. 3, three drops in solution, 
one teaspoonful every hour, was followed by recovery on the 
fourth day. — Schweickert. 

CASE 31. — A girl aged 5, had been sick for three days. 
Symptoms. — Face hot, red and bloated ; boring with the 
head into the pillow ; eyes half open during sleep, or else much 
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distorted ; much thirst, no appetite, stools seldom and in small 
hard lumps; jaw dropped; nose quite dry; grasping at the 
head, during the heavy sleep ; sudden starting up in a fright, 
with anxious staring about, and quick relapse into stupor. 

Treatment.— Bellad. 30, followed by sound sleep for two 
hours, and speedy recovery. — Bethmann. 

CASE 32. — A little girl, aged 2£ years, had been failing in 
health for some time ; three nights ago became hot and feverish, 
and soon became very ill indeed ; lying about the room, com- 
plaining of headache, and referring all her suffering to her head, 
she was drowsy and heavy ; eyelids drooping ; eyes sunk deep 
in their sockets ; mouth parched ; cheeks flushed ; head and 
body dry and hot ; pulse quick and throbbing ; tongue white, 
with red points upon it ; great thirst ; quick breathing, some 
cough ; bowels quite regular ; she avoided light and was dis- 
tressed at the least noise ; starts suddenly from her sleep, and 
screams as if frightened. 

Treatment. — Aconite 12, every four hours, without benefit, 
as she still remained drowsy, with constant starting and scream- 
ing, heat and thirst. Belladonna 6, every two hours, followed 
by great relief, fever and thirst diminished, slept well, did not 
scream or start, tongue cleaning, her look was placid and intel- 
ligent, and she was able to sit up a little. Continued Bellad. 6, 
three times a day, and was quite restored on the sixth day. — 
Yeldham. 

CASE 33. — Threatened hydrocephalus. A delicate boy, 
aged 5, has been complaining for some time of headache, loss 
of appetite and listlessness ; is now quite chilly, creeping into 
the fire, although a very warm day ; has a staring, unmeaning 
look ; does not answer when spoken to ; pupils sluggish ; pulse 
slow and feeble. The parents state that they have already 
lost two children with dropsy of the brain, and fear that this 
little boy is going off in the same manner. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 3, and Ipecac. 3, in alternation ; on the 
next day there was some improvement. Bellad. 3, and Tinct.- 
sulph. in alternation ; in five days more he was almost well, and 
the cure was completed by Pulsatilla 3. 



522 BELLADONNA. 

Subsequently his little sister was affected in much the same 
way, and was restored by similar treatment. — Brit. Jour. Horn. 
Vol. 9, p. 585.— Dr. Sharp. 



Cases which approach the second stage of Acute 
Hydrocephalus. 

CASE 34. — A boy, aged 3£ years, after headache for several 
days, was attacked with violent vomiting, heavy stupor with 
snoring, from which he could hardly be roused ; convulsive 
starts shook his whole body occasionally ; his head was glowing 
hot, and thrown backwards ; his cheeks alternated from glowing 
red, to pale ; eyes rigid, insensible, glassy, somewhat reddened, 
half-open, and turned upwards ; pupils dilated, at times insen- 
sible to light ; breathing quick, deep, heavy and hot ; pulse full 
and hard at times, at others small and contracted ; skin hot, 
and dry ; entire unconsciousness, confused speech, startings and 
vomiting. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 400, in a wine-glass half-full of water, 
one teaspoonful every hour ; in six hours he was much better and 
the Bellad. was omitted. In fifteen hours consciousness was 
restored, and fever lessened ; well on third day. — Stapf. 

CASE 35. — A girl, aged 3 years, was attacked from taking 
cold during the desquamation of scarlet fever, with : 

Symptoms. — Great restlessness, drowsiness, unconsciousness, 
boring with the head in the pillow, parchment-like dryness of 
the skin, with large drops of perspiration upon the face, con- 
stant rolling of the eyes, great thirst, and frequent vomiting. 

Treatment. — Tinct. Bellad., one drop per dose, every hour, for 
five hours ; pimples broke out upon the scalp, the glands of the 
neck swelled, loose stools set in, and quiet sleep, followed by 
return of consciousness and great relief. Several doses of Bel- 
lad. 3, completed the cure. — F. Muller. 

CASE 36. — A boy, aged 3 years, was attacked with an in- 
flammatory affection of the brain, during the period of desqua- 
mation of scarlet fever. 
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Symptoms— Swelling of the parotid and cervical glands ; he 
lay constantly in a soporose slumber with bloated and red face ; 
short, rattling and groaning respiration ; involuntary stools ; loss 
of speech and consciousness ; inflammation of the mouth ; thin 
offensive stools ; red and hot urine. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 30, 20 doses, one every four or six 
hours ; consciousness commenced to return in twelve hours, 
followed by more quiet sleep and voluntary evacuations. Pro- 
found sleep was removed by two doses of Tartar-emetic 12. — 
Gross. 

CASE 37. — A previously healthy girl, aged 2£ years, was 
attacked with vomiting, convulsions and fever ; on the second 
day she had the following : 

Symptoms. — She lay in a soporose slumber, from which she 
started up at times, grasped at her head, which was very hot ; 
bored with her head into the pillow ; rolled her head about ; 
when roused she only opened her eyes one-half, stared stupidly 
before her ; pupils dilated, with squinting ; paleness of the 
face ; nose pinched, dry and stopped up ; lips covered with a 
brown crust ; skin parched and hot, with traces of a purplish 
scarlet-rash ; abdomen sunken ; constipation for six days ; in- 
voluntary urination. Her head fell back whenever it was raised 
up ; she uttered a peculiar cry and was very uneasy whenever 
she was raised up from the horizontal position, or even moved. 
Did not answer questions or pay any attention to what waa 
going on around her. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 3, one drop four times a day ; after the 
fir3t three doses violent convulsions sat in, and then the disease 
gradually subsided, until the fifth day when she was quite re- 
stored. — Knorre. 

CASE 38. — A girl, aged 15 months, was attacked with fever 
and stupor, and was treated allopathically for six days, when 
she presented the following : 

Symptoms. — She lay with closed and agglutinated eyes, 
when they were opened they looked dim ; constantly groaning ; 
heard nothing ; wished for nothing, and could not speak a loud 
word ; tossed the left arm and leg about, and held them up in 
the air ; her face was pale and sunken ; skin and nostrils dry ; 
35 
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breath short and quick ; tongue moist ; she could drink when 
raised up, but let her head fall back immediately ; pulse very- 
frequent and irritable, with a false hardness, beating more vio- 
lently in the right, than in the left arm ; abdomen drawn in, 
and painful to touch ; stools and urine were passed involun- 
tarily. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 24, one drop ; in five hours frequent 
greenish stools sat in, followed in twelve hours by relief, and 
ability, to open the eyes, although the left eye was only half 
opened. On the eighth day, Chamomilla 12. was given with 
transient relief, followed on the tenth day by increased rest- 
lessness, whimpering during the attacks of diarrhoea, tossing 
off of the bed-clothes ; the skin was dry and torpid ; cough 
spasmodic ; breathing quick and short ; nose reddened. Bel- 
lad. 30, 1 drop, was followed by recovery on the fourteenth day. 

— MORITZ MULLER. 

CASE 39. — A boy, aged 3J years, was attacked during the 
period of desquamation of scarlet fever, with discharge from the 
ears, and inflammation of the brain sat in when this ceased. 
He was treated allopathically and left in the following condition: 

Symptoms. — Restlessness; tossing about of the body; grasp- 
ing at the head with the hands ; paleness and shrunken state 
of the face, with pinched nose ; dilatation of the pupils ; boring 
of the head into the pillow ; heat of the head ; stupefaction ; 
brown and blackish tongue ; the child desired nothing, but 
drank water when it was offered ; skin dry and burning hot ; 
pulse small and frequent ; some cedema of the. scalp. 

Treatment. — Tinct.-Bellad., half-drop, every two hours ; the 
following night was very restless, but perspiration followed by 
some repose ensued ; boils broke out upon the scalp and back ; 
re-appearance of the discharge from the ear. Bellad. 3, one drop 
every four hours, followed by quiet sleep, perfect restoration of 
consciousness ; desire for food ; offensive stools ; Bellad. 3, 
every night and morning only, was succeeded by perfect re- 
covery in ten days. — F. Muller. 

CASE 40. — A little girl, aged 2£ years, previously healthy 
and intelligent, had been sick for five days, notwithstanding 
the use of Aconite, Pulsat., several doses of Calomel, again 
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followed by Aconite. The exciting cause of the 'attack was 
measles with scanty and livid eruption. 

Symptoms. — Stupefaction ; slumber with half-opened eyes ; 
gritting of the teeth ; starting up from sleep ; whimpering, al- 
ternating with violent motions of the limbs ; tossing to and fro 
of the body ; attempts to get out of bed ; wild delirium ; con- 
gestion to the head ; violent pulsation of the carotids ; boring of 
the head into the pillow ; grasping at the head ; alternating 
paleness and circumscribed redness of the face ; squinting ; 
very frequent and irregular pulse. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 2, every three hours ; the second dose 
was followed by more quiet sleep and improvement of most of 
the symptoms ; on the eighth day of the disease, after a fresh 
exacerbation, sweat sat in at night, and quiet sleep was followed 
by gradual improvement. She recovered entirely under the 
continued use of two doses of Bellad., daily. — Diez. 

CASE 41. — Bellad. 30, in 1 drop doses acted very favorably 
and promptly in a case of acute dropsy of the ventricles, at- 
tended with opisthotonos, and unconscious stupefaction in which 
the patient lay part of the time as if in an apoplexy, but from 
which it started up occasionally in great alarm and agony as 
if from severe pain. — Kammerer. 

CASE 42. — A boy, aged 2£ years, had been treated allo- 
pathically without avail, but was restored in fourteen days with 
Aconite and Bellad. ; Hyosciamus and Veratrum were also 
somewhat useful ; but repeated doses of Bellad. effected the 

most good. — ScHINDLER. 

CASE 43. — A girl, aged 18 months, took cold during an 
attack of measles, and the eruption receded. 

Symptoms. — Much thirst ; squinting ; boring of the head in 
the pillow ; dripping perspiration on the head ; s.pasms, during 
which the head was drawn back to the spine ; she lay constantly 
in a stupor with half closed eyes, and widely dilated pupils. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 30 ; on the next day there were no 
convulsions and all the other symptoms were improved ; it was 
soon out of danger, and recovered entirely on the fourth day. — 
Bethman. 
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CASE 44.— A child had lain for two days in a deep stupor, 
with convulsions and slow pulse ; the eyes were half closed, 
covered with mucus, and squinting. 

Treatment. — Several doses of Bellad. 30, effected a cure in 
three days. — Bicking. 

CASE 45. — A boy, aged 4 years, was attacked six weeks 
after having the measles with Encephal. insolationis, attended 
with violent tonic and clonic cramps ; pulse hard, small and 
from 160 to 170. 

Treatment. — Aconite 1, ten drops in water, and Bellad. 1, in 
the same doses, in alternation, every half, one, or one and a 
quarter hours, a teaspoonful at a time. Recovery on the fifth 
day. — Schweickert, Jr. 

CASE 46. — A one year old boy, had all the signs of effusion 
into the ventricles. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 1, in solution, one teaspoonful every two 
hours, followed by Sulphur 3, and again by Bellad. A cure 
was effected in four weeks, and no relapse had occurred at the 
end of seven months. — Heichelheim. 

CASE 47. — A girl, aged 5, had been sick for three days ; 
she neither spoke nor ate ; her head was hot and drawn back- 
wards ; pupils much dilated and insensible ; pulse quick and 
moderately full. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 12, 3 drops in a glass of water, one 
teaspoonful every two hours ; the patient recovered quickly. — 
Schroen. 

IN ADULTS. 

CASE 48. — A powerful man, aged 30, sickened suddenly 
after taking cold ; on the second day he had : 

Symptoms. — Sleeplessness ; dizziness on attempting to sit 
up ; violent delirium ; raging, screaming, attempting to get out 
of bed, tossing off the bed clothes, and tossing to and fro ; eyes 
painful, reddened, intolerant of light, wild and rolling ; pupils 
contracted ; sparks and flames before the eyes ; hearing acute 
and sensitive, with roaring and tinkling sounds before the ears ; 
face hot and red, although at times moist and sticky. In his 
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clear moments lie complained of confusion in the head ; of 
frightful, fixed, burning, aching and piercing pains therein ; he 
had fits of sneezing and of bleeding from the nose ; his lips 
were red, hot and dry ; tongue red and covered with a little 
tough mucus ; throat contracted, with urging to swallow ; dis- 
gust for food ; yellow and slimy vomits ; hiccough ; constipa- 
tion ; red and hot urine ; breathing anxious, sobbing and inter- 
rupted ; voice hoarse and speaking difficult ; pulse quick, hard 
and spasmodic ; skin dry, hot. red and tense. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 30, 1 drop ; followed by great improve- 
ment in twelve hours ; on the seventh day of the disease the 
patient was able to leave his bed for a short time. One dose of 
Bryon. completed the cure. — Schubert. 

CASE 49. — A servant girl, aged 28, after suffering with 
headache for eight days, was attacked with the following : 

Symptoms. — Head hot ; violent pain in the forehead as if 
the blood were violently forced into it; protrusion of the eyes ; 
frequent vomiting of greenish fluid, excited by every movement 
of the head, and only abating when she was lying quietly on her 
back ; pulse full and slow ; constipation. 

Treatment. — Nux-vom. 3, was given without benefit ; on the 
next day the symptoms increased and unconsciousness with 
quiet delirium sat in. Bellad. 1, every two hours, was followed 
by gradual and steady recovery at the end of seven days. — 

R.OTHANSL. 

CASE 50. — A man aged 30, was attacked after taking cold 
with fever, signs of inflammation of the brain, &c. ; after bleed- 
ing blistering and leeching, he was left with the following : 

Symptoms. — Violent fury, he sprang up, broke the windows, 
and had to be bound. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 18, every quarter of an hour ; followed 
by improvement in a few hours ; he was entirely restored at the 
end of eight days. — Ivanovich. 

CASE 51.— A man, aged 40, was taken with signs of arach- 
nitis after an attack of erysipelas of the face. 

Symptoms. — His eyes stood wide open, and were dull ; the 
pupils dilated ; nose dry ; tongue with a whitish yellow coating ; 
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thirst moderate ; constipation for thirty-six hours ; urine light 
yellow and clear ; breathing irregular, at times quick, at others 
slow, now deep and anxious, and then scarcely perceptible ; 
pulse contracted and small, but quick and hard ; at times he 
could speak rationally, but always hastily ; at others he would 
stare horribly at one place where he seemed to see some fright- 
ful object, then would spring up from the bed, strike around him 
and attempt to escape, followed by attacks of trembling and 
ability to speak quietly and rationally again. 

Treatment. — Bellad. 3, was followed by an aggravation for 
one hour, and then immediately by improvement ; on the second 
day after the use of Bellad., Cocculus 6, was given on account 
of the presence of pressing headache, noises in the ears, irrita- 
ble, sensitive and vexatious disposition. In two days more he 
was entirely restored. — Rau. 

CASE 52.— Mrs. S., aged 67; particularly liable to head 
attacks, for which she has been repeatedly cupped, leeched and 
blistered. 

Symptoms. — Her head has not been tight for the last week, 
and for three days past it has grown much worse ; is now con- 
fined to bed, complaining of a throbbing and hard aching pain 
right through the head, from back to front ; light and noise 
distract her ; she can get no sleep, and feels as if she would lose 
her senses ; sees everything double ; her forehead and top of 
head are burning hot to the hand ; pulse hard, full and 100 ; 
she is very thirsty ; tongue foul, but moist ; she had a shiver- 
ing fit the day before and then vomited. 

Treatment. — She had taken aperient and other medicines 
and used cold applications to the head without benefit. Aco- 
nite 3, one dose, to be repeated in four hours and then followed 
by Bellad. 3, every four hours ; on the next day she was much 
better, had no headache, her forehead was cool, she could bear 
light without inconvenience, pulse soft and only 65, no nausea. 
She continued the use of Bellad. and on the third day took 
Pulsat. 6, and Sulphur 12, for some pain in the stomach and 
slight confusion of the head. — Yeldham. 

Review. — Of Ruckert's 37 cases, 33 were children, viz. : 
15 boys and 11 girls from the age of 13 weeks to 7 years ; and 
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4 were adults, viz. : 3 males and 1 female from the age of 28 
to 40 years. 

As causes of the disease we find : taking cold in 2 cases ; 
suppressed measles in 1 instance ; sun-stroke in 3 cases ; 
during measles in 1 case ; after measles in 2 cases ; during the 
desquamation of scarlet fever in 3 cases. 

The above cases prove incontestibly that Bellad. has proved 
useful not only in the first but also in the second stage of hy- 
drocephalus ; it has frequently removed redness and heat of the 
face, throbbing of the carotids, squinting, and also involuntary 
urination. 

The inflammation in two of the adult cases had reached a 
great height. 

Dose. — In 29 cases : 

The Tincture was given in 3 ; viz. : 15 drops in solution in 1 
case ; % and 1 drop doses each, in 1 case. 

The 1st dilution in 4 cases, 3 times in solution. 
u 2d " " 2 " once " " 
" 3d " " 5 " twice " " and twice 
in drop doses. 

The 6th, 12th and 18th each in 1 case. 
" 24th dilution in 2 cases. 
" 30th " " 9 " 5 times in single doses and 

4 " " solution. 
" 400th " " 1 " 

Hence the doses varied from the strong tincture through all 
the dilutions to the highest potencies, and generally with satis- 
factory results ; as aggravations only occurred in two instances 
from the use of the 3d dilution. Lobethal even prefers the 
pure tincture in solution to the higher dilutions. 

In these 37 cases, Bellad. effected the cure alone in 21 ; in 6 
instances, Aconite was given with advantage in alternation 
every half, or two hours ; Tart.-emet. was given in 1 case after 
Bellad. to remove drowsiness ; in 1 case Sulphur was given 
between two doses of Bellad ; and Cocculus in 1 case to remove 
a remaining peculiarly irritable state of mind. 

In the first stage of dropsy of the brain Belladonna generally 
removed all danger in twenty-four hours ; in 5 cases, however, 
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from two to six days were required. In the second stage, three, 
four, five or even fourteen days were required, and in one case 
even four weeks. In adults from five to eight days were 
necessary. 

BRYONIA- ALB A. 

The root which is the only part used in medicine bears a 
sufficient resemblance to a thick turnip to have given rise to 
very alarming mistakes ; hence it has received the common 
name Devil's turnip. Some French peasants use it fresh as a 
purgative. Allopathic physicians look upon it as a drastic pur- 
gative and as a substitute for Colocynth, Elaterium, &c. To- 
wards the end of the last century, Dr. de Montgamy fancied 
that Bryonia contained all the therapeutic properties of Ipecac. 
and proposed its substitution. In all probability it is very 
similar in its action to Colchicum, Helleborus-niger, and Vera- 
trum-album. At least it acts decidedly upon the stomach, liver 
and bowels, also upon the serous and fibrous tissues, and proba- 
bly upon the kidneys. 

It has principally been used against rheumatism ; mild ty- 
phus fever, which commences with pains in the limbs and bones ; 
against inflammatory swelling of the joints, oedema of the legs 
and pleurisy ; the ancients often employed it internally against 
dropsy, and more particularly in hydrothorax, of which it must 
have effected many cures. De Montgamy says he has frequent- 
ly cured bilious fevers, vomiting, colic, diarrhoea and dysentery 
with it ; hence Teste terms it an emetic which cures vomiting 
and a drastic which stops diarrhoea and colic. Hahnemann 
probably got the hint for its use against pleurisy, from the 
ancient use of it against hydrothorax. Kaspar says it is ho- 
moeopathic to infiltrations into the cellular tissue and serous ef- 
fusions into the serous cavities ; but not to plastic and fibrinous 
exudations. In dropsy of the head, chest, &c, if small doses 
do not suffice, it may be allowable to use it in large doses after 
the manner of the ancients in these diseases, in fact, so as to 
produce a decided action upon the liver, bowels and kidneys. — 
Peters. 

According to the Oestreichische Zeitschrift, the pathological 



BRYONIA-ALBA. 531 

appearances produced by Bryonia, together with the sympto- 
matic phenomena, point to congestion and inflammation of the 
brain. 

According to Kreussler, Bryonia is indicated when there 
is great restlessness, tossing about in bed, especially at night, 
troublesome and frightful dreams, extremely irritable state of 
mind, heat of the head, greater redness of the cheeks than of 
the rest of the face, violent and piercing pains in the head, 
nausea and constipation. He prefers the 12th or 18th dilutions, 
repeated twice a day. 

- According to Wahle it often happens that Aconite and Bel- 
ladonna, even when given in the first stage, will not prevent 
effusion and exudation. Then Bryonia will often effect wonders 
when the face is very red or almost mahogany colored, the eyes 
rolling about, at times closed and at others wide open, the lips 
dry, tongue dry and brownish yellow, abdomen distended, bowels 
constipated, urine suppressed or sharp and burning, skin of the 
whole body dry and hot, breathing quick, anxious and groaning, 
thirst excessive and urgent. 

He prefers a few globules of the 30th dilution. If Bryonia 
be given too late, which may easily happen, as the first occur- 
rence of effusion is often overlooked, so that a cure is not ef- 
fected in twelve or twenty-four hours, then some other remedy 
must be resorted to. 

CASE 53.— A powerful man after lying drunken in the 
snow for six hours, had the following : 

Symptoms:— Heat and redness of the head and face ; great 
thirst, chilliness, constant inclination to sleep, starting up in 
affright, screaming out, delirium, complains of frightful images 
before his sight, frightful dreams, cold sweat on the forehead, 
pains in the head and limbs. 

Treatment.— Tinct.-Bryonia in one drop doses ; followed by 
an aggravation in two hours ; after this he drank water freely, 
broke out into a profuse and offensive perspiration, so that he 
had to change his shirt five times in fifteen hours, and was 
completely restored in several days.— Schuler. 
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CASE 54.— A youth, aged 18, had suffered with a discharge 
from the ear, which became suppressed by cold. 

Symptoms. — Violent piercing and insupportable pains dart- 
ing from one ear to the other through the head ; high fever, 
intolerance of light with very moveable pupils, sleeplessness or 
starting up from slumber, violent cough with pain in the fore- 
head ; constipation. 

Treatment.— Bryonia 2, one-sixth of a drop every two hours ; 
at the end of twenty-four hours the discharge from the ear had 
returned, he had profuse perspiration especially upon the head, 
the pain and fever were but slight, the skin only moderately 
warm, thirst not urgent, but he tvas restless, tossed about, 
thought he was going to die, slumbered a good deal, and had an 
involuntary discharge of mucus from the bowels. Hyosciamus 
2d dilution, followed by the 1st, removed all danger in three 
days, and the patient was well in six. — Segin. 

CASE 55. — A man, aged 37, of nervous-venous constitution 
and afflicted with piles, had had inflammation of the brain three 
years before, and was attacked with acute arachnitis fourteen 
days after the suppression of the hsemorrhoidal flow. 

Symptoms. — Restless sleep, typhoid delirium with spasmodic 
twitchings of the fingers, constant thirst, redness of the face, 
heat of the head, jerking of the hands, contraction of the abdo- 
men, with sensitiveness to pressure, profuse perspiration, pulse 
large soft and quick, 100 per minute ; if spoken to sharply he 
started up, answered yes or no in broken tones, then fell into a 
slumber again, but complained of violent pains in the head, his 
eyes closed spasmodically, pupils were contracted, tongue moist 
and broad. 

Treatment.— -Bellad. 4, one drop every two hours ; in two 
days there was some improvement, he could speak more con- 
nectedly, his urine commenced to deposit a sediment, but his 
pulse remained frequent and quick and he soon relapsed ; vio- 
lent drawing and beating pains shot from one temple to the 
other, and his pulse became quicker, smaller and harder. Bry- 
onia 2, was then given, one drop every two hours the first day, 
every three hours on the second, and night and morning on the 
third day, with progressive improvement ; the patient only com- 
plained of a sense of fluctuation in the head, with slight dizzi- 
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ness when he sat up, and some pain in the right temple. A fit 
of vexation caused a fresh relapse 'which was quickly cured by 
Bellad. 4, one drop every two hours. — Noack. 

Review. — The above 3 cases all occurred in adult males ; 
2 cases were in the first stage, and in the other the presence of 
effusion was feared. In every case Bryonia was the decisive 
remedy ; in one instance it effected a cure alone ; in one case 
Hyosciamus had to be used ; and in the other, Bellad. had been 
used with only transient benefit. 

Taking cold was the exciting cause in two cases ; while sup- 
pression of an ear and hsemorrhoidal discharge complicated the 
others. 

Wahle's exact indications for the use of Bryonia are very 
important ; he lays stress upon the presence of a red, almost 
mahogany-color of the face, while Kreussler prefers redness 
of the cheeks, rather than of the whole face as an indication ; 
the violent pains from the ears and temples through the head 
were well marked in one case. 

Dose. — The curative doses were the 1st and 2d dilutions ; 
although Kreussler prefers the 12th or 18th dilution, and 
Wahle the 30th, from notional and theoretical grounds. 



CUPRUM. 

Cuprum is homoeopathic when there is a febrile-inflammatory 
affection, attended with quite severe pain in the forehead, with 
paleness and sunkenness of the face, warmth and dryness of the 
skin and some quickness of the pulse. 

Also when there is a remitting or mild typhoid-like form of 
fever, with great weakness and lassitude of the limbs, vertigo, 
heaviness in the head and headache, pains in the stomach and 
bowels and constipation. Also, when the patient is so dizzy 
that he cannot sit up, with occasional headache, restless sleep 
disturbed by dreams, slight delirium, or constant slumber, which 
may increase to perfect coma ; or there may be entire sleep- 
lessness, with paleness of the face, with expression of extreme 
prostration or entire stupidity, the eyes being sunken and dull, 
and the pupils dilated. Or there may be a sensation of utter 
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exhaustion and lassitude, which may be increased to the point 
of fainting, from slight exertion. The tongue may be red at 
the edges, or red, dry and rough with enlargement of the pa- 
pillae ; the thirst great, appetite extinct, with disgust for food, 
skin warm and moist ; pulse quick ; urine turbid and jumen- 
tous. If these symptoms pass off, vertigo and confusion of the 
head will remain, with long-continued and obstinate weakness 
and lassitude. 

When there is frequent and violent vomiting, or persistent 
nausea. The pulse may be full, hard and frequent, or weak and 
slow. 

In almost all copper-cases there will be headache, at times 
violent and generally seated in the forehead and vertex ; this 
headache may abate in a few days to return again. In the 
milder cases there will only be aching and heaviness in the 
head, with decided and obstinate dizziness, and a certain amount 
of stupefaction. In the majority of cases the patient will lie 
still and apathetic, with dull and unexpressive eyes, stupid and 
relaxed expression of countenance and great inclination to slum- 
ber, but the sleep will be disturbed by dreams, restless and not 
refreshing. In some there will be a well-marked soporose con- 
dition ; in others, entire sleeplessness for three or four days, 
attended with a feeling of internal restlessness and anxiety. 
Actual delirium occurred only 7 times out of 38, and generally 
was of the quiet kind, interrupted by mutterings and occasional 
groans. In one case furious delirium was present. In all 
cases loud speaking to them -would break up their delirium, but 
they were obliged, to collect themselves for a long time before 
they could answer questions. 

There may be darkness or Simmering and sparks before the 
eyes ; the pupils are generally and widely dilated, but not in- 
sensible to light ; but when the congestion to the head is very 
great the pupils may be contracted. 

In the ears there may be roaring and tinkling in many cases, 
and long-continued deafness. — Langenbeck. 

Cuprum is supposed to be peculiarly homoeopathic when 
there is vomiting of greenish substances, followed by copious, 
green, offensive and liquid stools. Hence in the brain-affections 
which follow cholera infantum. 
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It proved homoeopathic in one case in which there was colic 
and anxiety, great rigidity of the body, coldness of the hands, 
swelling and redness of the face with great drops of perspira- 
tion upon it, eyes fixed and dull, tongue swollen and stiff, pulse 
full and hard, breathing short and heavy, followed by oppression 
of the chest, throbbing and roaring in the head, surprising dul- 
ness of the intellect, so that everything which the patient said 
was erroneous. 

It proved homoeopathic to severe pain in the stomach, fol- 
lowed by violent convulsions, especially affecting the abdomen, 
arms and legs, attended with frightful and violent cries, or 
howling or croaking, also with disturbance of the intellect, ap- 
pearance of fright and attempts to escape ; the eyes were bril- 
liant and seemed as if they would start out of the head. Also 
to severe vomiting, violent cramps in both of the great toes 
which were drawn tetanically towards the soles of the feet, with 
excessive pain. 

According to Christison and Orfila it is homoeopathic to 
insensibility, almost always to convulsions, to rigidity of the 
body and even tetanus ; also to violent convulsions and insen- 
sibility. According to Blake, however, the salts of copper 
when injected into the blood-vessels act with peculiar force in 
exhausting muscular irritability and paralyzing the heart ; the 
force of the heart's contractions are speedily reduced, allowing 
of distension of the heart from loss of contractility. It is also 
homoeopathic to vomiting, difficulty of breathing and stiffness of 
the limbs. It is peculiarly homoeopathic to violent headache, 
vomiting, cutting pains in the bowels, followed by cramps in the 
legs, and pains in the thighs, especially if associated with 
bilious derangement and jaundice ; also to severe headache, with 
great prostration of strength. 

It is indicated when there is insensibility, with the jaws 
locked, muscles rigid and frequently convulsed, breathing in- 
terrupted and pulse small and slow ; or by convulsions and loss 
of consciousness, followed by extraordinary paralytic weakness 
of the arms and legs, especially if there be pains the stomach, 
an eruption over the breast, general shooting pains, thirst, fre- 
quent small pulse, vomiting, hiccough and purging. 

Copper, or more especially Brass, is homoeopathic to irrita- 
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tion about the genitals, a vesicular eruption about the hairs on 
the pubes, with loss of appetite, tendency to vomiting, obstinate 
constipation, soreness and dryness of the throat and irritation 
of the nose, and great want of sleep. 

Among the pathological lesions it is homoeopathic to Jaun- 
dice, congestion of the surface of the brain, perforation of the 
bowels by ulceration ; especially of the rectum. — Peters. 

Concerning the adaptation of this remedy in inflammatory 
diseases of the brain, we find only a general remark, and one 
case where it had been given and then in frequent alternation 
with Stramon. and Bellad., so that in regard to Cuprum and its 
influence little is to be learned ; it requires further examination 
by practitioners. — Ruckert. 

General Remarks. — Schmid has alluded to a particular 
kind of affection of the brain, developing itself in children 
during febrile catarrh, difficult dentition, and eruptive diseases, 
which finds its remedy in Cupruin-acet. The following are 
characteristic : 

Symptoms. — The little patients have a surly, very irritable 
temper, or are indifferent and feeble, Avith restless sleep, toss- 
ing about in the same, are sleepy, without being able to sleep ; 
unable to hold their heads up while awake ; dryness of the 
mouth, disgust for food, nausea, vomiting, constipation, scanty 
urine ; chilliness accompanied by heat : heat, generally slight, 
but at times burning ; pulse very changeable, moderately full 
and irritated, with evening exacerbations ; convulsions, gritting 
of the teeth. 

Bell, does not afford relief; the exacerbations may be mode- 
rated by Aconite; but Cuprum acet. is the most reliable remedy. 
-Hyg. 12, 2, 116. 

CASE 55. — R., a large-headed, robust boy, 4 years of age, 
formerly atrophical, was attacked on the evening of the 30th of 
June, with general convulsions. 

Treatment. — Aeon. 1, and Bell. 1, aided by sponging the 
head with cold water. At nine o'clock in the evening he had 
the following : 

Symptoms. — The burning heat existing before sponging 
with cold water was changed to a moderate temperature of 
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the skin ; pulse quick, hard, almost uncountable. General con- 
vulsions of the limbs from time to time ; on the left side the 
spasms were more clonic, on the right more tonic ; spasmodic 
convulsive movements of the muscles of the face ; eyes mostly 
open and staring, but at times closed by the convulsion of the 
muscles of the face, attended with squinting. The pupils were 
fully dilated and insensible to light. Lower jaw tightly pressed 
against the upper one, with gnashing of the teeth. Respiration 
very heavy, accompanied by rattling in the chest, and intermit- 
ting at times for eight to ten seconds, as in the dying. Palsy 
of the lungs was momentarily expected. 

Prescription and Result. — Cuprum-acet. 1, 1 gr. per dose, 
dry upon the tongue, followed in ten minutes after by Tinct. 
Stram. 1, and cold applications to the head. 

After the second dose of each medicine an intermission of the 
convulsions was followed by coldness and relaxation of the limbs 
and apparent cessation of the respiration, so that paralysis of 
the nerv. vag. seemed imminent. Phosph. Tinct. was then 
given ; some contraction of the pupils was soon observed, and 
the Phosphor, was continued after the lapse of a quarter of an 
hour, in alternation with Cuprum and Stram. At twelve o'clock 
at night there was an important intermission of convulsions, but 
frightful reaction of the blood-vessels, the face and body became 
glowing hot and dark red, the carotids throbbed violently, the 
eyes were decidedly injected and the pupils contracted. The 
child was conscious and screamed when sprinkled with cold 
water. 

Cupr. S., 2 gr. per dose, in alternation with 10 drops Bell, 
(in solution.) On the following morning the little patient was 
sitting up and playing in the bed, his pulse was still 120, but the 
hardness was diminished, and his eyes yet somewhat staring. — 
Both remedies were continued till the 3d of July, when the boy 
was dismissed cured. — Sciiweickert. 



DIGITALIS-PURP. 

This remedy has long enjoyed a high reputation against many 
dropsical affections, and also in dropsy of the brain. According 
to Waring it has been found serviceable by Withering, 
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Brown, Whyte, Cheyne and Golis. The latter however, 
without appearing to place much faith in its efficacy, advises 
gr. £ of the pounded leaves, with gr. £ of Calomel, every second 
hour. He gave it, both in the inflammatory stage, and in that 
of effusion ; in the latter, chiefly as a palliative, to moderate the 
violence of the convulsions. Kleber advises its external appli- 
cation, in combination with Squills to the scalp. Merriman 
treated cases successfully with Digitalis and Calomel as advised 
by Golis. Of 92 cases of dropsy of all kinds collected by 
Bayle, 65 are said to have been cured by Digitalis, 15 im- 
proved and 11 not cured. Withering, of 126 cases, in the last 
stages of dropsy, cured 48 with Digitalis alone ; Ferria of 20 
cases, cured 8 perfectly, improved 8 materially, and only failed 
entirely in 4 cases ; Jones of 24 cases cured 15 perfectly, im- 
proved 4, and saw no good effects in 5 cases only ; in 7 other 
cases out of 12 of ascites, it acted as a diuretic ; also in 6 cases 
out of 15 of hydrothorax. Hence we may agree with Pereira, 
who says, of all the remedies for dropsy, none have gained more 
and few so much celebrity as Digitalis. 

We propose next to inquire whether it has been found most 
useful in inflammatory or dyscratic dropsies. It is a decidedly 
antipathic remedy to fever and inflammation, as in full doses its 
most ordinary effects are : nausea or actual vomiting, slow and 
often irregular pulse, coldness of the limbs, fainting, or a ten- 
dency to it, giddiness and confusion of vision. Yet Waring 
says, experience has shown that although it exercises a power- 
fully depressing action upon the heart, it possesses little or no 
power in controlling inflammatory action. Pereira says that 
in violent and acute inflammation accompanied with great excite- 
ment of the general circulation, especially in plethoric subjects, 
Digitalis is in some cases hurtful ; in others it is a trivial and 
unimportant remedy, and fox-glove if serviceable at all, can 
only be used successfully after other and more powerful anti- 
phlogistic measures. Again, he says : inflammation of a chronic 
kind may be going on in one part of the body, to an extent 
sufficient to produce complete disorganization, and ultimately to 
cause the death of the patient without the action of the larger 
arteries or vascular system generally being remarkably in- 
creased ; in such cases Digitalis is for the most part of little 
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use. Finally, Pereira decrees that as a remedy for inflam- 
mation, fox-glove is principally useful in less violent cases, 
particularly when accompanied with increased frequency of the 
pulse, and occurring in subjects not able to support copious 
blood-letting. Still he admits that it has some influence over 
inflammation of the arachnoid, and is certainly a most valuable 
agent in arachnitis of children ; while its specific influence over 
the brain would make it a doubtful remedy in phrenitis. 

There is one stage of dropsy of the brain in which it is pecu- 
liarly homoeopathic. In the second stage, the pulse becomes 
slow, labored, intermitting and irregular, but is easily quickened 
by motion or mental disturbance to double its previous amount 
of pulsations ; in this stage the pulse falls from 120 or 140, to 
80, or even as low as 54, and this is the time in which Digitalis 
is peculiarly homoeopathic ; if rightly given it may prevent the 
second quickening of the pulse, or at least prevent it from 
rising again to 140 or 160, which it is very apt to do. Dr. 
Bail don first noticed the effect of posture in ascertaining the 
real effects of Digitalis on the pulse ; when by gradually in- 
creased doses, he took it to the extent of gr. vj. in the day, the 
pulse fell from 110 to 40 ; when it was actually 40, the erect 
posture would raise it to 100 ; when sitting it was 72 ; and on 
again lying down it fell to 40. Digitalis acts specifically upon 
the par-vagum, and the slowness of the breathing and pulse in 
the second stage of dropsy of the brain, is produced by pressure 
upon this nerve at the base of the brain. 

Pereira and Holland have both observed several times in 
patients affected with a slow, intermittent and otherwise irregu- 
lar pulse, that Digitalis would produce regularity of pulsation. 
If it will remove the symptom it may also remove the cause 
upon which the symptom depends ; besides, Digitalis produces 
absorption and acts profusely upon the kidneys, and hence may 
remove the slow pulse of hydrocephalus, by producing absorp- 
tion of the dropsical effusion. It is not advisable to use Digita- 
lis in the first stage, if for no other reason than that given by 
Hope, who says in no disease do the symptoms more require 
to be kept, as far as practicable in a simple, uncomplicated, and 
intelligible state, and no remedy is so calculated to confuse 
them as Digitalis. The reduction of the pulse which it occa- 

30 . 
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sions cannot be discriminated with any degree of certainty, from 
that occasioned by the supervention of pressure in the second 
stage ; again, Digitalis is apt to produce vertigo, faintncss and 
nausea, and how, asks Dr. Hope, are these symptoms arti- 
ficially excited, to be distinguished from the same results of 
inflammation and dropsy of the brain ? Easily, by not using 
Digitalis at all, during the first or inflammatory stage ; but by 
giving it boldly and perseveringly in the second or dropsical stage. 
Pereira says the quantity of Digitalis that may be given to a 
patient without destroying life, is much greater than is ordina- 
rily imagined. In one instance he saw 20 drops of the tincture 
given to an infant laboring under hydrocephalus, three times 
daily for a fortnight, at the end of which time the little patient 
was completely recovered without one untoward symptom. I 
do not propose that Digitalis should always be given in such 
large doses ; but if smaller ones will not suffice, larger ones 
should be made to do the work, and effect the cures they have 
accomplished before. It is exceedingly doubtful whether Digi- 
talis can be given usefully during the first or inflammatory 
stage ; Withering has correctly observed that it seldom suc- 
ceeds in dropsical persons of great natural strength, of tense 
fibre, of warm skin, of florid complexion, or in those with a tight 
and cordy pulse ; on the contrary, he says, experience teaches 
that if the pulse be feeble or intermitting, the countenance pale, 
the lips livid, and the skin cold, we may expect the diuretic 
effects to follow in a kindly manner. In short, when nature or 
disease brings the pulse and general system into that condition 
which is most peculiarly apt to be produced by Digitalis, then 
the other and curative effects of the drug may be expected to 
follow promptly and from moderate doses. 

It is surprising how frequently a symptomatic similarity 
between the action of a drug and of a disease, affords a hint for 
the selection of a curative remedy. Thus the principal diseases 
of the valves of the heart are contraction and patency of the 
Aortic valves and of the Mitral. The slighter degrees of con- 
traction of the Aortic valves have little or no effect upon the 
pulse, which will remain firm and full as long as the contraction 
of the valves is not so great as to prevent the left ventricle from 
emptying itself; again, Aortic-regurgitation produces a pre- 
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eminently jerking pulse, for the beat of the artery is short and 
quick, as if the blood were smartly jerked or shot under the 
finger. Hence the homceopathist would conclude from the pulse 
alone, that Digitalis will rarely prove useful in diseases of the 
Aortic valves, and old school experience has already shown that 
it is rarely useful when the pulse is hard, tight or corded. — But 
when the Mitral valve is contracted, and also when it admits of 
free regurgitation, the pulse is in various degrees small, weak, 
irregular, intermitting and unequal, i. e. the pulse resembles 
that produced by Digitalis. From the pulse alone the homceo- 
pathist would conclude that Digitalis ought to prove useful if 
not curative, in diseases of the Mitral valve. What does expe- 
rience teach on this point? Corrigan was the first to allude 
to the injurious effects of Digitalis in diseases of the Aortic 
valves, while he found the most favorable results to follow its 
use in affections of the Mitral valves. In patency, admitting of 
regurgitation through the Aortic valves, the less frequently the 
heart beats, the greater will be the opportunity for regurgita- 
tion, and hence the prolonged employment of Digitalis, so as to 
lessen the frequency and force of the heart's action, cannot fail 
to be injurious. On the other hand in contraction of the Mitral 
valve, the lengthened interval between the contractions of the 
heart, produced by Digitalis, permits the left ventricle to become 
more fully distended, while it also lessens the frequency of the 
interruptions to the passage of the blood, and hence the pulse 
becomes fuller, stronger, and more regular. Again, in patency 
of the Mitral valve, Digitalis prevents the regurgitation from 
being so frequently repeated. 

Slowness and intermittence of the pulse in the second stage 
of hydrocephalus, are probably as safe guides for the use of 
Digitalis as they are in disease of the Mitral valve ; at least as 
Digitalis does not generally exert its absorbent and diuretic 
action until it has lowered the pulse and reduced the system, it 
will of course be more apt to produce absorption of the hydro- 
cephalic fluid, when the pulse has already become slow, weak 
and irregular or intermitting from the effects of disease. — 
Peters. 

In conclusion, Digitalis has long retained a reputation against 
scrofulous affections, and hence it may be suitable in scrofulous 
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meningitis. Vogt says : next to its diuretic action it exerts a 
decidedly powerful action upon the lymphatic glands and the 
whole lymphatic system. From its great curative powers 
against scrofula we can conclude that it fluidizes the lymph, 
facilitates its circulation, and removes obstructions of it. Next 
to the vascular, urinary and lymphatic systems it acts espe- 
cially upon the serous membranes. In the second degree of the 
action of Digitalis, pains are often felt in the lymphatic glands, 
and also a very abundant flow of saliva ; hence it also acts upon 
the salivary glands, and perhaps upon the pancreas. — Vogt. 

Digitalis may prove to be one of the most homoeopathic 
remedies against stc&-headache, especially in that variety which 
is attended with disturbance of the urinary secretion. Even in 
small doses it causes headache especially in the temples and 
back of the head ; decided disturbance of vision, such as clouds, 
sparks, Simmering or colors before the eyes, with sensitiveness 
to light ; also paleness and coolness of the skin, weakness of 
the pulse, general prostration, nausea and vomiting ; with a 
peculiar disturbance of the urinary organs. Many persons, 
subject to sick-headaches, will have their urine clear and abun- 
dant when they are well ; when the headaches occur frequently 
and severely their urine is apt to be thick and dark, like coffee 
or brandy, with more or less brick-dust, or other sediment. 
When the headache comes on, the urine will again become clear, 
and be like spring-water and abundant ; when the headache is 
going off, the urine becomes thick and dark. In another class 
of headaches the urine acts entirely differently, being scanty and 
irritating during the headache, and becoming clear and abundant 
when the headache passes off. In one or both of these forms of 
headache, Digitalis will prove useful. It would seem that many 
headaches arise from derangement of the kidneys and retention 
of urea, or some other effete substance in the blood. — Peters. 

CASE 56. — A little girl, 2 years of age, blond, of delicate 
constitution, and merry disposition, fell into the second stage of 
hydrocephalus, with the following : 

Symptoms. — Head hot, falling backwards on lifting up the 
child; sleep-like condition, with half-opened eyes and widely 
dilated pupils ; look staring, with squinting ; dulness and rolling 
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of the eyes ; convulsions of the muscles of the face ; great 
thirst, constipation ; urine scanty, leaving on the chamber a 
glossy, glimmer-like deposit ; skin, sometimes hot and dry, 
sometimes cold and covered with sweat ; pulse irregular, weak 
and soft ; convulsions of the limbs during sleep ; piercing cries. 
Treatment. — Bell. 9. in water, four hourly ; the first and 
second day without result, afterwards Digit. 3., also four hourly. 
The following day improved consciousness, increased flow of 
urine ; soft, slimy stools, followed by green, looser, more slimy 
passages, preceded each time by crying, drawing up of the legs, 
screaming and convulsions of the limbs. After three days' use 
of the Digitalis, Cham. 3. was given, followed by sleep for five 
or six hours, from which she awoke conscious, with appetite, 
natural expression, pulse more regular and stronger. Still 
some Sb. Cham. 3. On the twentieth day of the treatment the 
recovered child went into the fresh air. — Y. 95. 
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General Remarks. — According to Vogt and Pkreira in 
small doses it acts as a mild stimulant to the stomach, bowels and 
abdominal nerves, also quite especially upon the pelvic nerves 
and those of the rectum and genital organs ; in short, it is a 
powerful alterative remedy for the abdominal nervous system. 
In somewhat larger doses it increases the secretions from the 
stomach, and causes the excretion of a larger quantity of fluid 
bile ; it arouses the circulation in the portal system, and in the 
liver and spleen. It acts less powerfully upon the abdominal 
lymphatic system, and very little if at all upon the kidneys. 
Next to its action upon the abdominal nervous system, its effects 
upon the skin are most decided. 

It is much more apt to excite vomiting in large doses than 
purging, and Emmert found it more apt to excite vomiting 
when injected into the veins, than any other drug. In ex- 
cessive doses it causes most violent vomiting and purging. 

It is one of the oldest medicines used in the practice of medi- 
cine. Thus, about the year 1500 before the Christian era, a 
certain Melampus, son of Armithaon, a most celebrated augur 
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and physician, is said to have cured the daughters of Proctus, 
king of the Argivans, who in consequence of remaining un- 
married were seized with an amorous furor and a wandering 
mania. They were cured by means of Hellebore given in the 
milk of goats. From this circumstance the great fame of this 
plant is derived. In the course of time the use of Hellebore 
became so frequent, that every year a large concourse of pa- 
tients flocked to Anticyra, where this plant grew in great abun- 
dance and perfection, in order to be cured with it of mania, 
melancholy and other mental affections. At first it was thought 
to be especially useful in cases with derangement of the pelvic 
organs, and even in later times it was greatly esteemed by 
Mead as an emmenagogue, and is still much valued by some 
practitioners. He gave two teaspoonsful of the tincture in a 
glass of warm water, twice a day. 

But soon it was conjectured that Black Hellebore possessed 
the power of carrying off black bile easily and promptly, and 
hence its use was extended to liver and spleen diseases, and 
such cases of epilepsy, mania and melancholy as were supposed 
to proceed from the presence of black bile. 

Finally it was regarded as simply an evacuant remedy, and 
given against dropsy, jaundice, .suppressed menses and haemor- 
rhoids, worms, obstinate eruptions, chronic gout and rheuma- 
tism, and fever and ague. And against diseases arising from 
the suppression of eruptions, or accustomed hsemorrhagies. 

Hahnemann says: if it is used for a long time it will cause 
severe headaches and a fever ; hence he infers its usefulness 
against chronic headaches, mental affections, quartan fevers and 
dropsy, as proven by old school experience, i. e., because a reme- 
dy which acts upon the head and causes headache, it may cure 
mental affections homceopathically ; a remedy which simply 
causes fever, may cure quartan fever homceopathically ; and last 
of all dropsy, because the worst kinds of dropsy are always ac- 
companied by remitting fever — certainly never have such whole- 
sale assumptions been made from such slight premises ; yet 
such overstrained attempts to fasten a homoeopathic explanation 
upon allopathic cures are not at all uncommon with Hahne- 
mann.— See Lesser Writings, p. 292. 

a. Bredenoll says ; since I have been a homoeopathic 
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physician, (fifteen years,) I have frequently treated patients, 
suffering with hydroceph. acut., and have cured at least twelve. 
The principal remedy is and remains Helleb. I never have 
seen any result from Bryon. and Sulph. if I abandoned Helleb. 
— N. Arch. 3, 3, 46. 

b. Wahle says; if the first stage of effusion has already 
begun, and Bryon. was not given at the proper time, so as to 
effect a cure in the course of twelve to twenty-four hours, and 
there appeared during an intermission of the fever, the well- 
known symptoms of effusion, such as heavy breathing, uncon- 
sciousness, trembling, and putting of the hands to the head, 
squinting, indifference to light, chewing motions of the mouth, 
sopor, then one dose of Helleb.-nig. 30. will often remove all 
danger in the course of a few hours. — Arch. 15, 2, 23. 

CASE 57. — A boy, 2£ years of age, was treated for inflam- 
mation of the brain, for fourteen days with Mercur.. Moschus, 
leeches, &c. On the 31st of July he was in the following con- 
dition : 

Symptoms. — He had lain for six days in a soporific state ; 
the eyes could only be half-opened ; eye-lids were stuck together 
and dry; the eye-balls reddisb, glassy and turned upwards; 
the pupils dilated ; no sign of consciousness ; face pale and 
disfigured ; head hanging down behind ; pulse, weak, quick and 
irregular. 

Prescription. — Hell. 3. a few drops in a wine-glass of water, 
a teaspoonful to be taken every half-hour. 

On the 2d of August there were signs of consciousness ; the 
eyes were less fixed ; he commenced to take food ; on the 3d of 
August, state improving in general, but there were frequent 
convulsions of the right arm, convulsive pain in the limbs, and 
sudden starting up from sleep. Hyosc. 3. and Helleb. in alter- 
nation till the 8th, with continual improvement. Then he was 
conscious and without fever, gtill the convulsive movements had 
abated but little, saliva accumulated in the mouth, his speech 
was indistinct, voice groaning, he coughed at night, with severe 
vomiting. Bell, was given morning and evening, one drop per 
dose for four days, when the recovery was complete.— Elwert. 




546 HELLEBORUS-NIGER. 

CASE 58. — A little girl, 22 years of age, sickened with all 
the signs of disease of the brain, and the following symptoms 
were present on the sixteenth day of her illness : 

Symptoms. — She has been lying for a week upon her back, 
apparently in slumber, her eyes only half-shut, pupils con- 
tracted, cornea and albuginea dim as if covered with dust ; in 
the corners of the lids dry mucus, squinting, eyes turned in- 
wards, sunken and surrounded by blue circles ; face pale and 
thin, nose pinched ; nostrils covered with sordes ; lips chapped 
and dry ; body emaciated, covered with loose, harsh skin. The 
pit of the stomach drawn in, legs extended, the legs were drawn 
up to the thighs at every attempt to change the posture. — 
Groaning ; painful, lamentable crying ; face distorted by pain ; 
the head fell back involuntarily ; eyes wide opened, with enlarged 
pupils ; oscillationof the iris ; access to light, speaking and call- 
ing did not arouse the patient. He drank largely, biting vio- 
lently at the spoon, without arousing from his unconscious state; 
distortion of the face, chewing with the mouth ; grasped with 
the hands at his head, had cramps in the dorsal muscles, grit- 
ting of the teeth, constipation, involuntary urination, partial 
sweat on the scalp ; pulse quick, weak and intermitting. 

Prescription. — Tinct. Helleb.-nig. Gtt. ij., to be taken every 
two hours, day and night, for six days, finally every three to six 
hours. 

On the third day the brilliancy of the eyes had returned, he 
cried out seldom, gave attention to objects, and from the sixth 
day of the treatment, the improvement advanced so rapidly 
that no other remedy was required. — Allg. Horn. Ztg. 19, 39. — 
Knorre. 

CASE 59. — A boy, aged 6 years, had been drooping for 
some time, and finally got all the symptoms of brain-disease, 
attended with gastric derangement ; he lay doubled up in bed, 
with his knees drawn up to his stomach, and could not bear his 
abdomen to be touched ; he was very drowsy and heavy, and 
when not disturbed, remained constantly in a stupor with half- 
closed eyes and open mouth ; when roused, and also at other 
times, he started up and screamed out with loud piercing cries ; 
his features were sharp and sunken ; his mouth and nostrils 
sore, dry and black ; his tongue dry and parched, also thickly 
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coated brown and yellow, the edges and papillae being of a deep 
red color ; the skin of the whole body, but more particularly of the 
head and bowels, was dry and hot ; he was thirsty and had no 
appetite ; bowels loose and evacuations unhealthy ; pulse 125, 
and hard ; he was also harassed by a short, hacking cough. 

Treatment. — Arsenicum 6., every four hours ; at the end of 
two days he was much the same, except that the tongue ap- 
peared somewhat clearer, and he was not so thirsty ; continue 
Arsen. 6., every four hours ; in three days more there were 
only some shades of amendment. Then Hellebore 6. was given 
every four hours, and in two days there was a decided improve- 
ment, and in a few days more he was perfectly restored. — 
Yeldham. 

CASE 60. — A boy, aged 3 years, was taken sick three or 
four days ago, with disordered bowels, and soon fell into a 
drowsy and heavy state, in which he hangs back on his mother's 
arm, shewing the greatest repugnance to being moved or dis- 
turbed ; his brow was knit and frowning ; his eye-lids drooping, 
pupils contracted, eyes dull and unexpressive ; his head as well 
as body generally hot and dry ; breathing short and quick, 
pulse 160 and throbbing ; was very thirsty, could not bear the 
least noise and avoided the light ; his tongue was white and 
thickly coated ; bowels loose ; he was exceedingly weak, and had 
commenced to emaciate. 

Treatment.— Acoaite 12. and Bellad. 12. in alternation every 
four hours ; the next night he was quite delirious, but much im- 
proved in the morning, his skin was cool, pulse only 100, thirst 
less, eyes still heavy and frowning ; omit Aeon, and continue 
Bellad. ; on the next day there was an increase of stupor, but 
his skin was still cool and pulse laboring; gave Hellebore 6. 
every four hours with marked improvement in twenty-four hours 
and rapid recovery. — Yeldham. 

CASE 61. — A girl, aged 7, had been failing for some time ; 
bowels relaxed and passages unhealthy. 

Treatment. — Mercurius 6., three times a day ; in two days 
was considerably worse, stupid, heavy and lethargic ; started 
and screamed ; her head was hot, and she was feverish and 
thirsty ; her tongue coated brown and dry. Bellad. 6., every 
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four hotrs ; at the end of three days more she was still worse, 
was perfectly lethargic and unconscious of everything ; she 
screamed and started terribly, and rolled her head ; her lips, 
tongue and teeth were black and dry, and covered with a thick, 
hard and offensive matter ; pulse very rapid, and skin and head 
very hot. Then took Hellebore 12. and Rhus. 12., every four 
hours in alternation, with decided improvement at the end of 
two days, when her lips and tongue were moist and cleaning, 
mind more quiet and intelligent, no more screaming. The 
medicines were continued for five days more, when she was 
quite restored. 



HYOSCIAMUS. 

The most marked effects observed by Greding were : 

1. Perspiration. Seven patients out of forty had a profuse 
dripping perspiration on the first night ; and two-thirds of all 
the others had more or less sweat ; they perspired not only in 
summer, but also in the fall and winter ; the perspirations were 
sour at times. 

2. Sleep. A quiet, refreshing and deep sleep, generally at- 
tended with breaking out of the perspiration ; many patients 
slept the first night, but more, viz. : twenty out of forty, slept 
better afterwards. 

3. Happiness of mind, activity of body, and greater clearness 
of intellect ; fourteen out of forty patients experienced the for- 
mer, and nine the latter. 

4. Dulness and heaviness of the head occurred in four cases. 

5. Headache in fifteen cases. 

6. Dizziness in eight cases. 

7. Torpor of mind in three cases. 

8. Eruptions occurred in five cases, viz. : brown spots, or 
liver-spots, small pustules, boils, and also swelling of the left 
parotid gland. 

9. Profuse urination occurred in three cases, on the first day ; 
and finally in at least one-third of all the cases. 

10. Diarrhoea more or less profuse and continuous occurred 
in twenty-three cases ; with expulsion of worms in three cases ; 
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with vomiting of bile and mucus in ten cases ; with colic and 
rumbling in six cases ; with nausea in five cases. Constipation 
only took place in two cases, and then only in a slight degree. 

11. Menstruation was brought on, or increased in twelve 
cases ; in one case it was brought on after a suppression of five 
months. 

12. Salivation occurred in one case. 

13. Profuse catarrh in one case. 

14. Rheumatic pains in seven cases. 

15. Dry, convulsive cough in two cases. 

16. Hiccough in three cases, in one with involuntary urina- 
tion. 

In one case, in an adult woman, an overdose of the Root pro- 
duced, slight and then increased stupefaction ; flimmering be- 
fore the eyes, brilliancy of the eyes, double vision ; considerable 
dilatation of the pupils ; dimness of sight ; dizziness ; gre:it 
dryness of the mouth ; trembling of the limbs and staggering ; 
small, scarcely perceptible, frequently intermitting and mode- 
rately slow pulse. 

In a girl, aged 4 years, a large quantity of unripe seeds, pro- 
duced unsteadiness of gait, small, white blisters on the lips, and 
flushed face ; at the end of three hours the face was very red, 
the eyes injected, the pupils extremely dilated and insensible to 
light, the tongue coated, pulse small and moderately frequent ; 
heart beating violently and irregularly ; there was entire loss 
of consciousness ; frequent groaning ; grasping about, with out- 
stretched fingers, as if something had to be seized suddenly ; 
frightful gritting of the teeth ; frequent jerking of the hands 
and feet ; constant incomprehensible babbling ; skin almost na- 
tural ; abdomen soft. 

In a boy, aged 3 years, the seeds caused him to fall down 
senseless upon the floor ; he thrashed around him ; frothed at 
the mouth ; his face was much reddened ; and he had alternate 
convulsive movements of the face and limbs. 

In a girl, aged 6, the seeds caused paleness of the face with- 
out heat of the head ; great dilatation of the pupils ; smallness 
and quickness of the pulse ; throbbing of the heart ; coldness of 
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the hands ami feet; slight convulsions of the limbs ; squinting; 
gritting of the teeth ; and unconsciousness. 

In a girl, aged 6, the seeds caused : heat of the head and 
whole body ; redness and bloating of the face ; fulness, without 
quickness of the pulse; violent and irregular action of the heart; 
protrusion with great redness of the eyes and much dilatation 
of the pupils ; the most happy delirium, so that she sang and 
spoke and babbled constantly, but very hastily and indistinctly; 
but she became very violent, and struck around her whenever 
she was spoken to loudly or taken hold of. 

In an adult, three ounces of the seeds, made the face bluish ; 
the eyes red, wild and sparkling ; the veins of the neck and 
limbs, but especially of the face, much distended ; the whole 
body was convulsed ; frequently returning subsultus ; and such 
a furious delirium that no one could hold him. During the in- 
termissions the patient was occupied in trying to catch flies 
which seemed to be flying about, or in picking shreds out of his 
quilt. Afterwards he seemed much exhausted and breathed 
like one in an apoplexy, from which he was aroused by still 
more violent convulsions ; the pulse was small, quick, contracted 
and distinctly intermitting ; tongue dry and clean ; hypogastric 
region much distended and very painful ; urine very scanty ; 
there was such excessive itching that he expended his little 
strength in scratching himself until the blood came ; invincible 
horror for all liquids ; afterwards perspiration sat in very pro- 
fusely and lasted for two whole days, over the whole body, but 
especially on the legs, and a pimply eruption broke out upon 
the thighs, both before and behind, from the hips down to the 
knees ; the pimples were large, red and confluent, like those 
of small-pox, but did not contain any fluid. His sight remained 
very dim for some time. — Frank. 

A coachman, from the herb, experienced confusion of the 
head, and such stiffness of the arms and legs that he could 
scarcely stand, and finally fell down ; his eyes seemed inflamed 
for a long time afterwards. — Frank. 

Schneller from four grain doses of Extract, experienced : 
mist before the eyes and weakness of sight ; dryness of mouth ; 
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yellow coated tongue ; great distension of abdomen, with incli- 
nation to breathe deep; sour eructations; scanty stools ; rather 
slow pulse ; also left frontal headache, with ambliopia, frequent 
inclination to yawn and sleepiness, with evening nausea. Some 
of the doses were not followed by head-symptoms, but merely by 
frequent inclination to sneeze, with the feeling as if a catarrh of 
the head would set in ; also frequent sour eructations, some 
little constipation, and good sleep. 

In other experiments he had : tickling and burning in the 
throat, with increased secretion of mucus, dryness of the mouth, 
white tongue, hoarseness, loss of appetite, and some colic ; also 
peculiar drawing and rending pains in the joints, especially in 
the wrists and knees. 4 

Five grain doses caused : thick coating of the tongue, insipid 
taste, offensive breath, eruption of small boils upon the face, 
dimness of vision and redness of the eyes. Eleven grain doses 
caused : vertigo, gauze before the eyes, headache on the right 
side of the forehead, prickling feeling in the arms, followed by 
sticky perspiration, with heat, redness and turgor of the face. 
At other times he experienced : dryness of the nostrils, pain at 
the root of the nose, and excretion of a very little mucus mixed 
with blood, &c. — Frank. 

In an adult soldier, the young shoots caused some burning in 
the throat, stupefaction, and a dropsical swelling of the arms 
and hands. 

Two other soldiers experienced : very violent dizziness, and 
they finally fell down as if deeply intoxicated ; their eyes were 
wild, pupils much dilated, expression fixed and stupid, respira- 
tion difficult, pulse small and intermitting ; loss of voice, lock-jaw, 
risus sardonicus, loss of sensation, typhomania, coldness of the 
limbs, paralysis of the legs, carphologia and convulsions of the 
arms. The patient who vomited least, had mania with delirium, 
but without fury, although it was difficult to hold him, when he 
sought to escape. 

A girl, aged 4^ years, ate one root, and seemed as if intoxica- 
ted ; she was awake, but without consciousness, did not answer 
questions, but looked around the room as if seeking something, 
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made frequent, but not convulsive motions with the hands and 
feet ; if she attempted to take hold of anything she grasped to 
one side of it ; her eyes were wide open, pupils dilated, pulse 
natural, and face reddened. — Frank. 

Four children, from 4 to 8 years of age, ate of the leaves : 
They began to stagger, then fell down in convulsions ; their 
faces were bloated, skin dry, pupils excessively dilated, eyes 
turned upwards and inwards. In one child the abdomen was so 
much distended that it seemed as if it would burst, but without 
pain ; the tongue was stretched far out of its mouth, turned up, 
and occasionally thrown spasmodically against the nose. In the 
two youngest, such violent convulsive movements sat in at times 
that a strong man could scarcely prevent them from injuring 
themselves ; when free from convulsions they spoke much, very 
hastily, and unconnectedly. The two oldest were affected quite 
differently ; they lay quite quietly in a perfectly stupid and 
unconscious state. None of them seemed to be in pain ; all 
seemed comfortable, and one was occasionally merry and silly. — 
Frank. 

Two girls, aged 5 years, -ate several capsules, and were at- 
tacked with trembling of the limbs, anxiety, restlessness and 
confusion of words and actions ; in six or eight hours they were 
talking incessantly and confusedly, they laughed and sang at 
times, did not know their relatives, had frequent spasms of the 
facial muscles, especially if one attempted to hold them or take 
anything out of their hands, when they became violent and at- 
tempted to bite, pinch and scratch ; they seemed very strong in 
their hands and feet, and at times attempted to dance ; they 
gritted their teeth, and had a spasmodic stretching out of their 
tongues, with a peculiar trembling motion of it ; their eyes were 
brilliant and rolled about unsteadily, and were reddened ; the 
pupils exceedingly dilated and insensible to light; pulse almost 
extinct, small, and very quick. — Frank. 

CASE 62. — A man, aged 24 years, healthy and strong, got 
sick after a severe chill. On the second day the malady was 
the following : 

Symptoms. — He lay senseless with closed eyes, did not open 
them when spoken to ; his mouth could be opened with diffi- 



IOD NE AND HYDRIODATE OF POTASH. 553 

culty ; tongue, covered with a white, foamy slime ; he dreamed 
about business affairs, animating his servant to work ; he sang 
unintelligible songs ; murmured, laughed and then became quiet 
again, started often, worked with his hands, as if he intended to 
prick on the ceiling ; pupils enlarged, eyes dull, face red, skin 
dry and parched, breathing quick and anxious ; pulse regular, 
but full, abdomen somewhat contracted, but he did not complain 
of pain if touched and pressed. 

Prescription. — Hyosc. 6., one drop per dose, in half an hour 
after, slept for four hours, passed urine involuntarily ; seven 
hours after, awaked with consciousness. On the following day, 
some signs of inflammation of the lungs were soon removed by 
Arnica. — Mossbauer. 

CASE 63. — It was useful in an affection of the brain, at- 
tended with convulsions of the whole left side of the face and 
body ; the right arm and the right leg constantly affected, al- 
though not spasmodically, while the limbs of the left side, with- 
out being paralysed, lay quite still. Ipecac, was of no use, 
but Hyosc. effected a speedy cure, and caused a quiet sleep. — 
Gross, Jr. 

Review. — The presence of redness of the face, delirium, 
picking at the bed-clothes, fright, convulsions, are indications 
for the use of this remedy. 



IODINE AND HYDRIODATE OF POTASH. 

Iodine acts principally upon the absorbent system, and the 
particles absorbed are quickly ejected through the kidneys, as 
the urine is generally much increased in quantity ; some per- 
sons experience this latter effect so instantaneously that Iodine 
has been detected in the urine' almost immediately after each 
dose has been taken. This excessive absorption and drain from 
the system may lead to great emaciation, or it may excite an in- 
creased demand for food so that one of the first and most impor- 
tant effects of this remedy may be a great increase of appetite, 
which will enable us with ease to invigorate the constitution by 
wholesome and sufficient nourishment. Again, although it is 
well-known to all practical men that Iodine acts as a diuretic, it 
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is not equally known that the Iodine-urine contains large quan- 
tities of urea. Now, urea is the product of the decomposition of 
the albuminous tissues, and as it has been clearly shown by 
chemical analysis that tubercle is composed chiefly of albumen 
and caseine, we can understand how Iodine acts by carrying a 
large quantity of albumen out of the system, thus retarding the 
growth and prompting the absorption of tuberculous matter. — 
Glover. "We have already seen that Hepar.-sulphur dimin- 
ishes the quantity of albumen in the blood ; it might be advisa- 
ble to put a tuberculous subject upon alternate courses of 
Hepar.-sulph. and Iodine ; the one to diminish the quantity, 
and the other to expel the excess of albumen froea the system. 

Waring says : In tubercular ??icuingitis or acute hydro- 
cephalus Iodine has been used with benefit. Drs. Christie 
and Woninger relate two cases which had reached the paraly- 
tic stage, but which recovered under the external and internal 
use of Iodine. Dr. Bennett has derived decided benefit from 
Iodine and its preparations in this disease; and Dr. Wii.lsiiire 
bears similar testimony ; he advises the use of Iodine external- 
ly and internally in the early stages of the disease, before there 
is much evidence of congestion and inflammation ; he applies 
the Iodine-ointment to the shaven scalp, and gives internally, 
gr. tV of Iodine and gr. iij. of Potass. -iod. in solution, every 
three hours ; this, aided by turpentine enemas will be found in 
most cases a palliative, and in some a curative mode of treat- 
ment. Dr. Rilliet advises the use of Iodine frictions to the 
shaven scalp in the second and third stages of hydrocephalus. 

Rowland Hoskins relates a very aggravated and apparent- 
ly hopeless case which yielded to the Iodide of Potassium in 
half-grain doses, every four hours ; but Scammony was given at 
the same time as a purgative. Another case illustrative of the 
efficacy of this salt, is related by Dr. Gueroud. Dr. Cope- 
land also states that he has prescribed it in small doses with 
evident advantage. 

CASE 64. — A child, aged 1\ years, was attacked with fever 
and vomiting, followed on the third day by convulsions, and all 
the signs of dropsy of the brain ; on the fourth day the eyes 
were open, squinting and dim ; the pupils much dilated ; there 
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was unconsciousness with incessant screeching, without weep- 
ing ; entire blindness ; the eyes were moist, the edge of the 
lower lid relaxed and inverted, (entropium) ; the little patient 
lay on its back, with its head pressed back into the pillow ; 
when it was raised up its head fell back hopelessly ; there was 
entire paralysis of the right limbs, with partial palsy of the 
left; frequent, involuntary and automatic motions were made 
with the left arm and leg ; drinks passed over the clean and dry 
tongue into the windpipe and excited spasmodic coughing; the 
urine was scanty; the cheeks which had been pale yesterday 
were red to-day ; the pulse which had been slow and irregular 
yesterday was very quick to-day ; the whole body was in a drip- 
ping perspiration, notwithstanding that ice was applied to the 
head. The last febrile reaction had taken place previous to 
dissolution. 

Treatment.— Kali-hydr. 1 drachm in 2 oz. of water, 30 drops 
per dose, every hour; notwithstanding the difficulty of swallowing, 
the whole of the above medicine was given in less than twenty- 
four hours and the prescription repeated, without alteration of 
the symptoms except an increase of the dryness of the mouth 
and thirst; but on the tenth day of the disease, and the 
second day of this treatment, the first traces of improvement 
were observed in commencing contraction of the pupils ; on the 
seventh day consciousness was restored, there was regular move- 
ment of the pupils, natural position of the eyes, the countenance 
was expressive, the little patient began to move the left hand 
and arm, and two days afterwards motion was also restored to 
the right side ; great appetite set in, and many small boils broke 
out oiTthe face and neck. Finally this critical eruption of boils 
became a perfect torture to the child, for at least one hundred 
large and small ones appeared first and last upon the head, back, 
neck, face and chest ; shortly after the pimples appeared, they 
quickly changed without much redness or inflammation into 
larger or smaller abscesses, some of which attained the size of a 
hickory-nut and then burst. 

At the end of four weeks the child was perfectly well of dis- 
ease and eruption, after using about ten drachms of Iodide of Pot- 
ash in the course of eleven days.-Frank's Magazine, Dr. Roesek. 
CASE 65.— A case of hydrocephalus progressed notwith- 
37 
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standing the most active antiphlogistic and derivative treatment 
into the second stage, but after the use of half an oz. Iodide of 
Potash in the course of three days, consciousness had returned, 
the pulse was no longer irregular and intermitting, but still fre- 
quent ; a perfect cure was effected in six days by smaller quan- 
tities — about two drachms more. Tartar-emetic ointment had 
also been applied to the nape of the neck. — Dr. Veit. 

CASE 66. — A girl, aged 6 years, after eight days of sick- 
ness, lay in a deep stupor, from which she occasionally started 
up with screaming ; the pupils were dilated, one considerably 
more than the other ; the eyes were insensible to light, with 
squinting ; she could be rendered conscious for a short time by 
shaking and loud talking ; she gritted her teeth in her sleep ; 
the pulse was quick and irregular ; she could still move her 
limbs, hold up her head, and swallow. 

Treatment. — Kali-hydriod. was used without aid from any 
other medicine ; at the end of two days and after taking 
drachms ij., all dangerous symptoms had disappeared, the po- 
sition of the eyes was natural, the pupils normal, and stools 
regular. But great redness of the cheeks and strong pulsation 
of the carotids set in, calling for the omission of Kali-hydriod. 
and the use of Calomel, leeches and cold applications to the 
head : on the next day this congestive and febrile paroxysm had 
subsided, and the face was again pale, but the stupor sat in 
again, and the pupils became dilated and sluggish. Kali-hy- 
driod. was resumed, and in five days more perfect recovery had 
taken place. — Dr. Veit. 

CASE 67. — A boy, aged 3J years, of strong constitution and 
active temperament, but who had frequently suffered with crusta- 
serpiginosa and catarrho-scrofulous opthalmia, was attacked with 
incipient inflammation of the brain, and treated with Calomel, 
&c, from the 17th to the 26th of June, when all the signs of 
effusion sat in ; he was entirely unconscious ; tossed about the 
right leg in a restless manner, while the left lay paralysed 
and motionless ; occasionally sudden starts of the whole body, 
and screaming fits ; the eyeballs were drawn spasmodically up- 
wards, and only partially covered by the lids ; the pupils were 
entirely immovable and very widely dilated ; the conjunctiva 
was reddened and the cornea and edges of the lids covered with 
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purulent mucus ; the nostrils were dry ; face pale and sunken ; 
mouth distorted and partly opened, with frequent sucking mo- 
tion of the lips ; tongue moist ; gums touched, and together 
with the teeth and lips were covered Avith hrown sordes ; there 
was frequent gritting of the teeth ; slow and unfrequent pulse ; 
dry skin ; great thirst ; constipation and almost entire suppres- 
sion of urine. 

Treatment. — Kali-hydriod., half a drachm in three ounces of 
water, and one ounce of simple syrup, a moderate tahlespoonful 
every two hours. On the next day, with the exception of some 
congestion of the head, for which seven leeches were applied to 
the mastoid processes, there was evident improvement, which 
progressed steadily under a renewal of the prescription on the 
28th and 30th of June, and 2d of July. The critical appear- 
ances were a profuse secretion of urine, which was at first tur- 
hid, but soon became clear ; several semi-fluid stools ; moderate 
warm perspiration, some white miliary eruption upon the chest 
and neck, especially in the outbreak of boils upon the forehead, 
scalp and nape of neck ; these were of various sizes, some as 
large as a hazel-nut ; they suppurated and ulcerated, and their 
irruption was aided by the application of Tartar-emetic ointment 
for several days. Dryness of the mouth, and a frequent, dry 
cough, were also noticed as effects of the remedy. The child 
was entirely restored in eighteen days, under the use of half an 
ounce of Hydriodate of Potash. — Amelung. 

CASE 68. — A little boy, aged 2£ years, suffering with 
dropsy of the brain and consumption, was so far restored by the 
use of six drachms of Kali-hydriod. in four days, that there 
seemed but little doubt that he would recover from the brain 
disease. The pupils became regular, consciousness was re- 
stored, although the little patient could not speak, he could hold 
up his head somewhat, and move his emaciated limbs, he passed 
much urine, had several stools per day, and pimples and boils 
commenced to break out upon his head, aided by the appli- 
cation of Tartar-emetic ointment. Finally the hydrocephalic 
symptoms disappeared entirely, but the child ultimately died of 
consumption. — Dr. Roeser. 

CASE 69.— A boy, aged 2* years, previously quite healthy, 
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■was attacked with decided inflammation of the brain attended 
•with fever, headache, contracted pupils, intolerance of light, 
vomiting and constipation. 

Treatment and Result. — Eight leeches were applied to the 
temples, and two grains of Calomel given every two hours ; the 
Mercury had not operated upon the bowels at the end of several 
days, the vomiting had ceased, the headache persisted, also the 
stupor, from which, however, the little patient occasionally 
started up with frightful screams. Ice was applied to the head, 
six more leeches to the temples and a blister to the back of the 
neck. After the use of several drachms of Calomel, the con- 
stipation persisted and the most decided signs of dropsy of the 
brain sat in. There was constant stupor, squinting, very much 
dilated and insensible pupils, frequent automatic screaming, 
dirty and dry tongue and slowness of the pulse. 

Treatment. — Kali-hydriod., two drachms in one and a half 
ounces of water, twenty to thirty drops per dose, every hour ; 
the whole quantity to be used every twenty-four hours. At the 
end of two days several loose stools had occurred, the pulse was 
fuller, harder and quicker, the pupils somewhat contracted and 
sensitive to light, gums touched by Mercury. At the end of 
nine days consciousness was entirely restored, pupils natural, 
sopor gone, and there was only a little squinting with one eye. 

Violent mercurial gangrene of the mouth was followed by 
great restlessness and delirium ; and the Hydriodate of Potash 
was stopped^ but had to be resumed again in seven days on ac- 
count of a return of the brain symptoms ; two drachms were 
used per day with rapid improvement for seventeen days, when 
the patient had perfect possession of his mental faculties, was 
stout and blooming, but some of his teeth had fallen out, and 
part of his jaw-bone was loose. — Dr. Roeser. 

N. B. — Since Roeser has resorted to such heroic doses of 
Hydriodate of Potash, sometimes using three ounces and six 
drachms in one case, he has only met with three fatal cases out 
of many ; in one of these cases a post mortem examination re- 
vealed tubercles and ulceration of the lungs ; in the two other 
cases the remedy was given too late and quite irregularly. 

CASE 70. — A boy, aged 5 years, was attacked with vio- 
lent inflammation of the brain, eight days after a fall upon the 
head. 
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Symptoms. — Perfect stupefaction and blindness, heat of the 
head, iminoveableness of the pupils, entire suppression of all the 
secretions, quickened pulse, and violent, finally incessant con- 
vulsions, passing over into opisthotonos. 

Treatment. — After the fruitless use of leeches, ice to the 
head, Calomel and Sublimate in unction, Kali-hydriod. was 
given, one to two drachms in two ounces of water, a tea- 
spoonful per dose. At first the symptoms were rather aggra- 
vated, but improvement soon sat in after the occurrence of pro- 
fuse urination and copious discharge from the nose. — Zimmer- 

MANN. 

CASE 71. — A boy, aged 2 years, previously afflicted with 
eruptions upon the head and face, was attacked with violent in- 
flammation of the brain, apparently in consequence of repeated 
falls upon the head. Very active antiphlogistic and counter- 
irritant treatment had produced no' good effect at the end of five 
days, on the contrary all the signs of effusion had taken place. 

Symptoms. — The eyes were fixed and watery ; pupils im- 
moveable and widely dilated ; absolute blindness ; tetanic rigid- 
ity of the muscles of the nape ; retraction of the head ; paralysis 
of the left side ; deep stupor ; slow pulse, down to 50 ; frequent 
screaming and vomiting. 

Treatment. — Kali-hydriod., one drachm in half an oz. of 
water, forty and finally fifty drops per dose, every two hours ; 
without improvement for the first three days ; but on the fourth 
day of the Potash treatment and ninth of the disease, profuse 
secretion of urine sat in, with evident improvement in all the 
alarming symptoms ; after the use of two drachms of the Hy- 
driodate he was almost out of danger on the twelfth day of the 
attack.— Frank's Magazine.— Dr. Woeniger. 

CASE 72. — The head of the patient at birth was unusually 
large and the fontanelles widely separated, the membranous 
portions being quite protuberant, with fluctuation ; the child 
had had frequent convulsions and occasional paralysis. When 
Dr. Barbour saw the case, the head was of monstrous size ; 
the fontanelles very large, the anterior being at least three 
inches in diameter, and occupied by a large fluctuating tumor, 
elevated about an inch above the level of the skull ; the sagittal 
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suture was widely open, and all the bones of the head quite 
moveable and compressible ; his neck -was remarkably emaciated 
and slender, so much so, that the weighty head could only be 
sustained by the shoulder on which it constantly leaned. Chro- 
nic diarrhoea also existed, attended with general emaciation, tumid 
abdomen and irritative fever ; in fact he presented the most 
prominent symptoms of marasmus in connection with chronic 
dropsy of the brain. 

Treatment. — In order to improve the secretions and check 
the diarrhoea Hydrarg.-cicuta and Pulv.-dover, grs. xv., made 
into twelve powders, one every six hours ; this had such decided 
effect that an occasional laxative had to be given. To promote 
the absorption of the fluid and improve the general constitution, 
Hydriod.-potass., half a drachm in 2 ounces water, one teaspoon- 
ful three times a day was given. A blister was applied to the 
head, and frequent effusions of cold water were used. This 
course was continued for six weeks, and the result was highly 
gratifying ; the irritative fever gradually yielded ; the head 
diminished in size, day by day ; the fontanelles became gradu- 
ally reduced to their natural size ; the convulsions did not 
recur ; and the little boy gained flesh, strength and color, and 
finally appeared perfectly well. Dr. Barbour's great reliance, 
at least theoretically, was upon the Hydriodate of Potash. 

CASE 73. — A girl, 12 years of age, was attacked with ar- 
thrit. acut. vaga. About midnight on the 16th of January, she 
became delirious and restless, sometimes sitting up in bed, at 
others lying down again. The inflammation of the wrists had 
ceased, and appeared to settle in the meninges ; the patient was 
nearly given up. 

Treatment — Iod.-solut., (ten gran, in half ounce of Alcohol,) 
two drops, p. d., to be taken half-hourly, for one day ; on the 
second day, hourly ; on the two following days every two hours. 
On the 17th the consciousness was already regained, the right 
hand had re-inflamed, the meninges were free. She then took 
Ant.-cr. and Bryon., and on the 26th was also recovered from 
the arthritis. — Schmid, 130. 
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NATURAL CURES. 

CASE 74. — A boy, aged 2£ years, robust, with a large head, 
and prominent forehead, was taken sick on the eighth of Decem- 
ber. Six days afterwards acute hydrocephalus, was fully de- 
veloped ; the fontanelles were still widely open ; leeches, Calo- 
mel, &c. were given without benefit, and on the eighteenth day 
the boy lay helpless and stupefied; his head and face were 
alternately hot and red ; he gritted his teeth ; the pupils were 
dilated and insensible to light; he swallowed fluids hastily: 
this state lasted two days more, when a larger quantity of clear 
watery fluid flowed from the ear, and the patient improved on 
the same evening ; profuse flow of urine also sat in and lasted 
for several days ; in a few days more the little patient was 
decidedly convalescent, and recovered perfectly in six weeks. 
Two profusely suppurating spots also formed on the back of the 
head. The author had previously witnessed a similar case. — 
Riecke. 

CASE 75.— A little girl, aged 4 years, had been sick for five 
days with inflammation of the brain, for which she had received 
no medical treatment, and now seemed at the point of death. 
Her face was red ; eyes rigid and immoveable ; breathing fre- 
quent and irregular; pulse hard and intermitting; for two 
days everything that she had swallowed had been ejected again 
through the nostrils. Ice to the head, leeches and injections 
were used without benefit ; at the end of eight days more, her 
face was pale and sunken ; nose and ears cold ; pupils dilated; 
eyes turned up ; mouth open ; breathing scarcely perceptible ; 
pulse small, frequent and intermitting; constipation for eight 
days, and no urine had been passed for three days ; the right 
arm and leg were moved automatically; the whole left side 
seemed paralyzed. On the next day the whole scalp was slight- 
ly reddened and covered with an immense number of small 
miliary vesicles, which increased in size for two days more, then 
ran together, burst and discharged a large quantity of yellowish 
waterv fluid, followed by improvement of the brain symptoms. 
At the end of a few days more the whole head and face were 
covered with a thick scab, through the fissures of which a bloody 
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serous fluid exuded ; evacuations from the bowels and bladder 
had commenced. In eight days more the little patient was out 
of danger ; but she did not recover her speech or the use of the 
left side until after the lapse of many weeks. — Malin. 

CASE 76.— A little boy, aged 1$ years, became sick two 
weeks after an attack of scarlet fever; gradually all the signs of 
dropsy of the brain developed themselves ; his face became 
pale ; pupils dilated and fixed ; the conjunctiva reddened ; cor- 
nea dull and coated with mucus ; entire stupor for three days ; 
convulsions of the right side ; boring of the head into the 
pillow ; vomiting and constipation had been followed by in- 
voluntary diarrhoea ; pulse was small and frequent, with occa- 
sional intermissions. Elder tea caused such a profuse perspi- 
ration that a large bed was saturated both above and below, and 
the child speedily recovered. — Kitsch er. 

• CASE 77. — A boy, aged If years, had so large and heavy a 
hydrocephalic head that he could not hold it up without support; 
the head was soft and doughy to the feel ; the fontanelles were 
wide open ; the rest of the body delicate and relaxed. At the 
end of five years the reporter was surprised to find him alive 
and well ; the head was only a little larger than natural ; the 
bones were firm and closed ; the body well nourished ; the men- 
tal faculties moderately developed ; the parents assured him 
that no medicine had been given and that everything had been 
left to nature. — Frank's Magazine. — Dorfmuller. 

CASE 78. — An infant, aged 6 months, had suffered severely 
during the month from cold, which resulted in an enlargement 
of the head, which was one-third larger than natural ; the su- 
tures were all widely open, the fissure commencing at the root 
of the nose and extending up the forehead, being one inch 
across ; the anterior fontanelle was capacious enough to admit 
three fingers ; the coronal and sagittal sutures were also widely 
extended ; the scalp covering these broad fissures was puffed 
and elastic to the touch, indicating the presence of fluid beneath. 
Dilatation of the pupils, squinting, jerking of the limbs, scream- 
ing, tossing of the arms upwards, plainly denoted the dropsical 
nature of the little patient's brain affection ; the bowels were 
also costive, and vomiting frequently occurred. 
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Treatment. — Kali-hydriod., twenty-five grains, gradually in- 
creased to forty grains to the ounce of lard, to be rubbed over 
the Avhole head, twice in twenty-four hours ; also a solution of 20 
grains to the ounce of water, ten drops to be given morning and 
evening. This treatment was continued for nearly one month 
without benefit ; then blisters were ordered to the head, first 
on one entire half, and then on the other, so that one side was 
always under the influence of the irritant ; two grains of blue 
pill were given twice daily ; but in spite of this, general ana- 
sarca sat in, and Hydriodate of Potash ointment was applied 
over the whole chest and abdomen. And now appeared the 
crisis of the case, for a vesicular eruption broke out over the 
whole body, the vesicles bursting and discharging pure lymph. 
From this critical discharge, the convalescence of the patient 
commenced, but the remedies were still continued for four 
months, when the child was perfectly healthy and sprightly, 
although there was still some obliquity of vision. 

Dr. Kennedy asks : Is the treatment of the more ordinary 
or sub-acute form of hydrocephalus too heroic ? He believes it 
to be so, in the allopathic school, and that a better prospect of 
cure will be held out by a treatment a good deal modified from 
that in common use. Of bleeding he is fully satisfied that very 
little of it will answer every purpose ; he has even noticed that 
cases left to themselves, without treatment for days, did not 
appear to run a more rapid course than those where active 
measures had been adopted from the outset. To Mercury 
similar remarks, Dr, Kennedy thinks, apply. It would seem, 
as far as he has seen, to be used as a sine qua non ; and yet 
the results do not appear to justify such faith in it ; he has 
notes of more than twenty cases of hydrocephalus, in which the 
specific effects of Mercury were produced, and yet in not one of 
these cases was the result favorable, to say nothing of others, 
where salivation could not be induced. Is it right to give 
Mercury to weak and strumous children, he would ask, and do 
our utmost to induce its specific effects ? The answer to this 
must be in the negative. Kennedy gives four cases, which 
include all those of recovery which he has seen in a period of 
several years, after the disease had passed into the second 
stage, that is when the pulse had fallen. Now it is specially 
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worthy of notice that three out of four had never been salivated, 
and in the fourth salivation was produced more by accident than 
design. 

Treatment. — All four cases were leeched ; the grey powder 
in very minute doses, as an alterative was administered in anti- 
monial powder ; blistering was very freely used, at first in the 
ordinary mode, and subsequently in two cases, under the form 
of the Tartar-emetic plaster applied to the head ; and in this 
way a constant discharge was kept up. But, in addition to 
these measures, particular attention was paid to keep up the 
strength ; some got beef-tea and others wine, and this while the 
disease was still present. A child of six years of age, got two 
ounces of wine, which was increased to three in the day, and 
this while the pupils were still dilated, while the screaming 
was constant and the convulsions persisted ; and it was appa- 
rently under its use that this child rallied. 

Several of the natural cures took place after the outbreak of 
pustules upon the head, or eruptions over the body. Dr. Haiin 
has saved fourteen cases by means of frictions of the scalp with 
Tartar-emetic ointment, repeated every two hours, until pustu- 
lation is established ; he claims to have saved fourteen cases in 
apparently a hopeless state of coma. 

CASE 79. — A fine boy, aged 9 months, was suddenly at- 
tacked with convulsions ; he recovered from these and cut his 
first teeth shortly afterwards ; but soon began to fall away, to 
become listless and lose his appetite ; his bowels became con- 
stipated ; pulse irregular ; he also began to vomit and to become 
torpid ; fever was soon added to his symptoms, and it was evi- 
dent that he was the subject of meningitis. 

Treatment. — Leeches Avere applied, and Calomel given, but 
in spite of this treatment he lapsed into complete coma. As 
soon as the coma became distinct, Tartar-emetic ointment was 
rubbed into the scalp every four hours, over a space the size of 
a crown piece ; free suppuration ensued and signs of improve- 
ment were speedily witnessed ; the child gradually became 
more conscious, his appetite returned, and in two weeks all 
traces of his disease had vanished. 
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General Remarks. — According to Waring Opium is gene- 
rally contra-indicated in acute inflammation of the brain, which 
tends to produce death by coma ; there are, however, occasional 
exceptions to this rule ; as, for instance, in inflammation of the 
brain, in which Dr. Griffin states that Opium, given in com- 
bination with Tartar-emetic, exerts an extraordinary power in 
allaying nervous irritation, quieting increased action in the 
capillaries, and inducing sound and refreshing sleep. It should, 
however, be employed with extreme caution, and only by one 
■whose experience in this class of diseases gives him a title to 
depart from what is generally regarded as safe practice. 

In delirium occasioned by inflammatory action of the brain, 
or its membranes, particularly when it assumes a maniacal or 
violent character, and after depletions have been carried as far 
as may be thought prudent, and the bowels have been freely 
evacuated, Dr. Copeland states that he has frequently seen a 
full dose of Opium or Hyosciamus, given either alone, or with 
Antimony and Camphor, produce the happiest effect. Any un- 
pleasant symptoms which may result, either from too large 
doses of these narcotics, or from their inappropriate use, will 
readily be removed by the cold or tepid affusion upon the head. 

In hydrocephalus, Opium has sometimes been employed in 
the second and third stages, to lessen the acute pain in the head, 
convu'sions and irritability of the stomach and bowels ; and 
may be given with this view, at an early period when dropsy of 
the brain depends upon exhaustion and debility uncomplicated 
with inflammation. It has often succeeded, observes Dr. Ben- 
nett, in effecting this without in any way interfering with the 
action of other remedies, or inducing constipation when mode- 
rately employed. At the early period of the second stage, it 
may be given with Calomel, James' powder, or Tartar-emetic, 
in doses varying from gr. | to gr. £, every four hours. Accor- 
ding to Crampton and Ciieyne, contraction of the pupils fol- 
lowing the exhibition of this remedy indicates that it has been 
pushed sufficiently far. Dr. Risdon Bennett has since stated, 
that, avoiding its use when the pupil is contracted, he has em- 
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ployed Opium with the best effect, and has sometimes saved an 
apparently hopeless case. Drop doses may be repeated every 
four hours, if no unpleasant symptoms present themselves. — 
Waring. 

West says : In the treatment of many diseases you see 
physicians destroy pain by narcotics, and the question naturally 
suggests itself to you whether you may not sometimes venture 
in the management of hydrocephalus to mitigate by their means 
your patients sufferings? The inquiry is one not very easy to 
reply to satisfactorily. I think, however, that there are two 
conditions under which you will be justified in trying the ex- 
periment of giving them. Sometimes the disease sets in with 
great excitement, and a condition closely resembling mania in 
the adult, symptoms which may have been ushered in by con- 
vulsions. In such a case although the heat of the head and 
flush of the face may have disappeared after free depletion and 
purgation, and though the pulse is feeble as well as frequent, 
yet the excitement may be scarcely if at all diminished. Here 
an opiate will sometimes give relief which nothing else would 
procure ; your patient will fall asleep and wake tranquilized in 
the course of two or three hours. In other cases which do not 
set in thus violently, restlessness, talkativeness, or a kind of 
half-delirious consciousness of pain in the head, become very 
distressing as the disease advances, being always aggravated at 
night, so that your patient's condition seems one of constant 
suffering. Under these circumstances, I [West] have some- 
times given a full dose of Morphia, and have continued it every 
night for several nights together with manifest relief. Pe- 
ters. 

CASE 80. — Gross observed during the winter months in a 
number of children, under 7 years of age, a rheumatic-inflamma- 
tory affection of the meninges, which he treated according to 
circumstances with Bellad., &c. In some, the following con- 
dition prevailed : They were continually in slumber, with snor- 
ing and half-opened eyes, were awakened with difficulty, on 
awaking, insensible, complaining of nothing, wanted nothing, but 
vomited frequently. 

Treatment.— Opium 6., cured generally within a few hours. 
—Arch. 9, 2, 140. 
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CASE 81. — A boy, aged 4 years, after a fall upon the head, 
got an attack of hydroccph. ac. — Aeon, was taken first, then 
Bell. 30., and after fourteen hours he appeared to be out of 
danger. The recovery progressed until the fifth day of the 
disease ; but there still existed a state of apathy, accompanied 
by a short, dry cough, constipation, all of which were relieved 
after Bryon 30. had been taken. On the seventh day of the 
malady he had the following : 

Symptoms. — An increased condition of stupefaction, the Iris 
more insensible than in the last few days, the eyes not quite 
closed in sleeping. Three large worms passed without excre- 
ment through the fundament. 

Treatment. — Opium 6. followed by sixteen hours sleep and 
after awaking by a profuse sweat, when the brain was entirely 
relieved. — Bethmann. 

CASE 82. — A girl, aged 17 years, of delicate phlegmatic 
constitution, whose sister had died with hydroceph. acut., com- 
plained of dizziness, headache, and vomiting, which increased 
daily ; for four weeks she had been surly, and had lost her good 
looks ; her cheeks were hollow, face pale yellow ; eyes weak 
and without expression ; the brain appeared as if oppressed by 
a heavy burden. 

Treatment. — Bell. 18. in solution ; she soon became unable 
to speak ; was continually drowsy ; she stared vaguely when 
spoken to, without giving any answer ; all the former symptoms 
remained. Opium 4. in solution, two spoonsful morning and 
evening, was followed by a tolerable state of quietness, and the 
excessive desire for sleep disappeared ; the patient improved 
rapidly. — Mook. 

Review. — In the foregoing cases we find an amazed and 
stupid state, continual slumbering with half-opened eyes, snor- 
ing, and insensibility of the iris. Gross observed principally 
a rheumatic-inflammatory irritation of the meninges ; in one case 
a fall upon the head preceded. the attack, and Aeon., Bell, and 
Bryon. were given, with little effect ; in another Bell, was pre- 
scribed without benefit. The doses, Opium 6. in two cases ; the 
4th dilution, in solution, in one case. This remedy is so deci- 
dedly homoeopathic to congestions of the brain, that it deserves 
more frequent trials. 
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General Remarks. — Rhus is peculiarly homoeopathic to 
inflammatory oedema, and to all inflammations attended with a 
copious effusion of serum ; hence to all inflammatory dropsies, 
and to dropsy and oedema of the brain. In this respect it is 
the analogue of Arsenicum and Cantharides. If it were pos- 
sible to obtain and retain the recent juice in all its original 
activity, it would probably form a more efficient external appli- 
cation than Cantharides, Croton-oil or Tartar-emetic. 

It will perhaps prove most useful in the paralytic stage of 
hydrocephalus, and in those cases which arise from the sup- 
pression or retention of eruptive diseases. At least Dufres- 
noy, army physician and professor of botany in Valenciennes, 
employed it with success against tetters and paralysis. Of the 
twelve cases he published in 1788, seven refer to cutaneous af- 
fections, and five to paralysis consequent upon convulsions. 
Pontagnon of Montpelier cured a paralytic patient in a fort- 
night ; and Gonan cured a young lady in a few weeks of 
hemiphlegia. Verdegen, Kok and Van Baerlem obtained 
similar results. Finally Aldekson of England has published 
seventeen cases which go to prove the efficacy of Rhus against 
paralysis, and in general against all affections characterized by 
debility of the muscles. Hull and Duncan also advise it. It 
proved successful in four cases in which it was employed by 
Duncan ; in each, a peculiar feeling of pricking or twitching, 
preceded permanent benefit. This sensation was so unpleasant 
that Dr. Duncan was obliged to discontinue it in one case. In 
general it operated as a gentle aperient, notwithstanding the 
torpid state of the bowels of such patients. In bad cases it 
may be commenced in doses of gr. j. of the dried leaves, and 
continued until grs. iv. or v. are taken daily, or until a pricking 
sensation is experienced in the affected part. Frictions with 
oil in which the fresh leaves have been digested may be em- 
ployed at the same time. — Peters. 

In the inflammatory dropsy of the brain r Rhus is, particularly 
in the second stage, or that of the effusion, one of the most 
important remedies. It is indicated when there is a soporific 
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condition, inclination to paralysis, with a continuance of the 
sensorial activity ; when there is a sense of fluctuating of the 
head, turning dizziness, and a painful, anxious disturbance, 
principally on the hind-head, where the patient feels the fluc- 
tuating ; when there are convulsive motions of the limbs, with 
great complaint of severe headache ; when the patient lies for 
a time in a state of dizziness, until the more severe attacks are 
renewed in shorter intervals ; this hopeless state may often he 
cured within a few hours with this remedy. — Hartmann. 

CASE 83.— A little girl, 8 years of age, suffering for ten 
days with inflammation of the brain, showed the following : 

Symptoms. — Loss of consciousness for two days ; the right 
upper and lower limbs paralyzed ; pulse quick, trembling, scarce- 
ly perceptible ; urine passed involuntarily ; slow breathing with 
frequent sighing ; general appearance cadaverous ; eyelids cede- 
matous and swollen ; body cold. 

Treatment. — Arsen., Digit, and Merc.-s. produced but tran- 
sient improvement. — Rhus. 6. one drop in one ounce of water, 
every four hours a teaspoonful, led within twelve days to a 
complete recovery. The second day after commencing, the 
Rhus., a moist cough appeared, which is to be considered as a 
favorable sign. — Sturm. 

Sturm remarks, that in eight cases of Hydroceph. ac. which 
he had treated, (the above one is the third.) were under the un- 
favorable circumstances of the already existing second stage, a 
recovery was obtained. In the first case Digit, and Hyosc. — 
in the second Merc, Arnica and Sulph. were the efficient reme- 
dies ; the other five cases came under treatment at the begin- 
ning of the disease. 

Review. — But little, yet enough is to be remarked, in regard 
to the use of Rhus., in the second stage of inflammation of the 
brain. Hartmann says it removes an inclination to paralysis, 
and Sturm that it cured paralysis of the upper and lower 
limbs. The cadaverous appearance, cedematous and swollen 
eyelids, are symptoms we often meet with in cases cured with 
Rhus. 



570 STRAMONIUM. 



STRAMONIUM. 

General Remarks.— The action of this remedy is very 
similar to that of Belladonna, (see page 514) ; it seems to act 
principally upon the blood and many of the ramifications of the 
great sympathetic nerve, especially in the brain, eyes, throat 
and genital organs. Its action upon the throat and skin is 
similar to that produced by the poison of scarlet fever ; it is 
apt, like Belladonna, to produce paralysis of all the involuntary 
muscles, or those supplied by the sympathetic nerve, while its 
action upon the motor or spinal system of nerves, is nearly the 
opposite of this, or that of an irritant : thus it produces dilata- 
tion of the pupils, spasmodic contraction of the muscles of the 
face, relaxation of the cardiac and pyloric orifices of the stomach 
and of the muscular coat of the stomach and bowels, while 
it causes violent spasmodic contraction of the muscles of the 
throat ; it will allay spasms of the bronchi, and excite cramps 
of the muscles of the limbs, &c, &c. It does not act upon the 
glands like Belladonna. 

A tablespoonful of the seeds produced in a man aged 60, and 
his wife : vertigo, stupefaction, coma and spasms ; their respi- 
ration was stertorous, they were completely unconscious, Avith 
hanging down of the lower jaw ; they had cramps in the hands 
and feet, and rolling of the eyes with dilated pupils and intoler- 
ance of light ; they made automatic motions and graspings with 
the hands, sometimes towards the nose, ears or head ; the skin 
was cool, pulse somewhat quickened, with occasional intermis- 
sions ; the swallowing of fluids was very diflicult. After vomit- 
inf and purging there was some return of consciousness, with 
abatement of the cramps, but the face and hands remained cold ; 
they had some burning pain in the distended abdomen, and 
their voices were hoarse and lisping ; swallowing was painful 
and diflicult. — Frank. 

A girl, aged 4, ate of the seeds; she complained of pain in 
the ears and was put to bed ; but instead of sleeping she be- 
came more and more excited and began to sing and speak con- 
fused stuff; her eyes were bright, pupils dilated and almost 
entirely insensible to light ; pulse tranquil and skin cool ; she 
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began to talk almost incessantly in a most confused and incom- 
prehensible manner, and often wept ; she grasped frequently 
with her hands into the empty air, as if she would seize some- 
thing, and occasionally seemed to be seeking something in the 
bed with her fingers ; she could not stand for her knees bent 
under her immediately when she attempted it, and when she 
tried to rise she fell staggering about as if intoxicated ; the 
abdomen was soft and painless and she was not thirsty. She 
recovered after free vomiting. — Frank. 

A boy, aged 4 years, from eating the seeds, was found sitting 
up in bed, entirely unconscious, with flushed face, restless and 
brilliant eyes, widely dilated and rigid pupils, a peculiar and 
drunken look; he chattered incessantly without rhyme or reason 
and entirely without connection ; he frequently sprang upwards 
hastily and anxiously, grasped about with his hands, and snatched 
at the air ; he had no fever and his pulse was sluggish and 
slow ; still he had a hot perspiration and drank eagerly, but 
these arose from his violent muscular exertions and from dry- 
ness of his throat. lie recovered after free vomiting and purg- 
ing. — Frank. 

A robust boy, aged 3 years, ate of the seeds ; soon after he 
complained of scratching in his throat and wished to be put to 
bed ; he laid down upon his stomach, bored with his head into 
the pillow, and his hands and feet commenced to tremble ; in 
half an hour afterwards he became unconscious and fell into the 
most violent spasms ; his head was very hot, face dark red, his 
limbs redder than natural, his pupils greatly dilated, and he 
had profuse salivation; gritting of the teeth, violent trembling, 
convulsive attacks and paroxysms of great anxiety sat in. during 
which the child constantly exposed his genitals ; the abdomen 
was distended, but not painful. Free vomiting and purging, 
with cold applications to the head, produced much relief; the 
intense redness of the face and the convulsions abated first, but 
the other symptoms persisted, especially the excitement, for the 
child continued to sing, scream and moved its eyes and hands 
for several hours, until it finally fell into a refreshing sleep, but 
the singing and screaming were still present on the next day, 
after which he slept for eight hours, and awoke quite restored. 

— Frank. 

38 
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The leaves produced in four persons : sudden mental derange- 
ment, they made laughable movements, had vertigo, dilated pu- 
pils and distended abdomens. — Frank. 

Three cupsful of an infusion cf the plant and seeds produced: 
nausea and great anxiety ; the patient a robust and plethoric 
woman was found lying unconscious with closed eyes and mouth, 
violent throbbing of the pulse and spasms of the limbs ; she 
was bled two pounds, when she opened her eyes, and stared 
wildly about her ; her pupils were widely dilated and insensible 
to light and touch ; the mouth could be opened, but the tongue 
was immoveable and she could utter no sound ; the upper part 
of the body was drawn backwards spasmodically. Injections 
and counter irritation were followed by sleep and perspiration, 
with relief from the spasms. — Frank. 

A child, aged 1% years, ate of the seeds, and was attacked 
with spasms and distension of the abdomen, followed by un- 
consciousness. It was restored by vomiting and purging. — 
Frank. 

A girl, aged 3 years, ate a considerable number of the seeds : 
she was attacked with violent convulsions of the arms, paralysis 
of the legs, the tongue hung out of her mouth, her eyes were 
quite fixed, pupils widely dilated, with muttering and loss of 
consciousness. Vomiting and purging were followed by relief; 
but on the next day the child complained that it was very dark 
and wished candles to be lighted ; the pupils still remained 
much dilated ; she had several bloody stools and finally re- 
covered on the third day. — Frank. 

A man, suffering with rheumatism of the head, took six drops 
of the Tincture ever} 7 - two hours, and was apparently cured in a 
few days ; but he increased the doses three or four-fold, and 
was suddenly attacked with' heaviness of the head, stupefaction, 
inclination to vomit, great debility and dejection, staggering 
walk and inability to walk even a few steps, dilatation of the 
pupils, dryness of the lips and tongue, violent delirium, hard 
and full pulse, and discharge of thin almost spring-water-like 
urine. He recovered in a few days and his head-rheumatism 
never returned. — Frank. 
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From their tendency to produce eruptions upon the skin, the 
internal use of Belladonna and Stramonium may prove as use- 
ful as Croton oil or Tartar-emetic ointment applied externally. 
Thus, in one case in which, the patient was quite stupid, with 
quick pulse, hot skin, constant motion of the head, and of 
the hands to the head, intolerance of light, &c, and all these 
symptoms became gradually aggravated for nine days when a 
well-marked eruption of measles appeared with improvement in 
all the head symptoms ; the child appeared less stupid, some- 
what conscious and could more readily distinguish those about 
her. In another case of strongly marked cerebral symptoms, 
simulating meningitis in a child five years old, where they ap- 
peared to depend upon a slight erythematous affection of the 
face imperfectly developing itself; there was great restlessness, 
high fever, extreme dilatation of the pupils, unconsciousness, 
insensibility to light, and incessant rolling of the head from one 
side to the other ; these symptoms lasted five or six days and 
subsided on the appearance of a full eruption from Croton oil on 
the back of the neck. 

Belladonna and Stramonium may have a homoeopathic rela- 
tion to a peculiar diagnostic sign in tubercular meningitis, first 
announced by Trousseau, and which consists in the appearance 
of a remarkable red line remaining upon the skin of the fore- 
head, or of the abdomen, after drawing the finger across it. A 
female patient of Dr. Parkman's who had scrofulous disease of 
the clavicle, was, when about to undergo an operation seized 
with a fatal illness, which Dr. P. diagnosed as tuberculous 
meningitis, from the peculiar red line spoken of above. 

The above remedies are also homoeopathic to great dryness 
of the mouth and nose, and Dr. Romberg states that the con- 
dition of the nasal mueous membrane constitutes a good diag- 
nostic si<m in head-affections ; if the secretion be arrested and 
the nose be dry, then meningitis is impending. Other signs of 
meningitis in infants, are : the continual attempt to bury the 
occiput in the pillow, and a frequent change of color in the 
cheeks, and especially in one cheek only. Vomiting is often 
observed, but with these peculiarities, that it occurred when the 
stomach was empty, without nausea, without straining, and was 
brought on by moving or shaking the head. The expression of 
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the eyes is noticeable ; children usually follow with their eyes 
the eyes of their attendants; in meningitis they cease to do this. 
— Romberg. 

CASE 84. — A girl, suffering with small-pox and meningitis, 
was attacked with convulsive and paralytic symptoms. 

Treatment. — Tinct. -stram., five drops, in spir.-vini. half an 
ounce, removed the dangerous condition instantly. — Arch. 20, 2, 
145, Goullon. 

In cases, where during and after an attack of small-pox, the 
most violent and most dangerous affections of the brain set in, 
accompanied by delirium, Stapf found Stram. in the 12th po- 
tency a quick and lasting remedy. — Ibid. 

CASE 85. — Gross observed during the winter season, among 
children under seven years, a rheumatic-inflammatory affection 
of the meninges, with the following : 

Symptoms. — Sleep was not very heavy and soporose, but fre- 
quent convulsions of the limbs sat in, attended with groaning ; 
disturbance of the mind ; on awaking there was a peculiar kind 
of fatuity ; the look was staring, and the child had a desperate 
air, gazing fixedly at one point, this state sometimes disap- 
peared slowly, sometimes it passed off with a severe fit of cry- 
ing, during which the child clung to near objects ; the whole 
attended with high fever, redness of the face and perspiration. 
Stramonium 9. removed this state quickly and completely. — 
Other persons between fifteen and twenty-five years suffered 
with extreme absence of mind, they slept little, were taciturn, 
did not feel inclined to answer questions, were almost insensible 
and immovable, without being unconscious. Spirit.-nitr.-aether. 
was more useful than Stramon. — Arch. 9, 2, 140. 

Review. — Both experience and the remarks of Stapf, tend 
to prove that Stram. in suitable cases, is peculiarly adapted to 
inflammation of the meninges. Stapf says Stram. is particu- 
larly useful when spasms of the bladder are present. 
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General Remarks. — a. In the period, says Wahle, where 
the si»ns of exudation, under the well-known phenomena have 
appeared, if Hell. -nig. does not remove the danger in the course 
of six or eight hours, we have still a good remedy in Sulph. 30. 
and 60. It ought not to be given internally, but a few globules 
only should be smelled at. (Bah !)— Arch. 15, 2, 23. 

b. Hummel says, that a physician is frequently not sent for 
in diseases of children until convulsions have set in, and these 
then mask the real malady which existed previously. The 
principal remedy is, according to his experience, Sulph. 30. 
He has used it with good effects even when inflammatory and 
exudative affections of the brain were present. If this remedy 
produces no good effect, the patient is generally in a hopeless 
state ; but occasionally he found the previous and alternate use 
of Aeon, and Bell, somewhat useful. He did not use Sulphur 
in any other potency than the 30th, and found it more useful in 
the erethistic than in the torpid stage. — Allg. Horn. Ztg., 32, 
345. 

CASE 86.— Resume of the symptoms of inflammation of the 
brain in thirteen children, from four to ten years of age. boys 
and o-irls, of whom only one died, on account of too late assis- 
tance. 

Premonitory Symptoms. — A short time before the begin- 
ning of the attack there was observed an insignificant scurf 
upon the face, or a little roughness of the chin, ears or face, or 
scurfy pustules on the lips. The scurf fell off suddenly, the 
pustules dried up quickly and healed. One or two days before 
the beginning of the malady the patient had no appetite, with 
heaviness of the head, chilliness and debility. 

Symptoms of the Attack.— Soporific sleep disturbed every ten 
to twenty minutes by a sudden awaking, with a heavy, audible 
crying, ah ! ah ! or : oh ! dear me ! or restlessness for several 
minutes, followed again by sopor ; gnashing of the teeth, vomit- 
ing of the food, intolerance of light, constipation, weak and fre- 
quent pulse, thirst, dry and white coated tongue, sour smell of 
the mouth, redness of the cheeks, or one cheek red, the other 
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pale, perspiration of the head, with a dry, more or less cool skin of 
the body ; the perspiration of the head emitted a musk-like smell. 

Treatment. — Aeon, and Bell, without effect. Sulphur TtVrr > 
every six to twelve hours, effected the cure ; to one child, Phos- 
phor. tV was given with the best effect. 

Course of the Disease. — After giving Aeon, and Bellad. ; 
crying out in the sleep rarely took place, sleep became more 
natural, still the child complained about pain of the fore- and 
hind-head, as well as about the vertex. From the use of Sul- 
phur and Phosphor., the vomiting ceased, constipation abated, 
the symptoms of fever ceased, as well as the heavy sweating of 
the head, the skin got moist and a cure followed. Some chil- 
dren were cured after sixteen, others after twelve, and still 
others after eight doses. — Arch. 16, 1, 61, Weber. 

CASE 87. — A boy, 2|- years of age, was taken sick with the 
following : 

Symjjtoms. — Head so heavy that it could scarcely be kept 
straight and fell to the side ; holding it erect produced vomiting 
of liquids, or of slime ; the child slept most of the time ; was 
frightened, as if from anxiety ; the cheeks changed frequently 
from pale to red, or if one was red, the other was pale. The 
limbs were cold ; there was perspiration only on the head, which 
was very hot ; thirst ; pulse 100. 

Treatment. — Aeon. -3-5-, ten drops, every two hours, followed by 
Bell. 30. after eight hours, without effect. Afterwards Sul- 
phur Tsuu , every twelve hours. After four doses the child was 
perfectly cured, with the exception of great debility. Bell, -m, 
removed the weakness within four days. — Arch. 16, 2, 3, Weber. 

CASE 88. — Three cases of. inflammation of the brain, in the 
persons of a boy, aged three years, and two girls of five years. 

Symptoms. — Could only lay the head in certain situations ; 
it had to be kept low, otherwise the child would cry and vomit ; 
deep sleep, interrupted by raving ; awaking with a heavy start, 
although ordinary calling and speaking would not awaken the 
patient ; penetrating sour smell of the mouth. 

Treatment. — Aeon, and Bellad. were of no use, but after 
several doses of Sulph. 1500. a cure began instantly. — Arch. 
16, 2, 5-10, Weber. 
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Review. — Of no remedy have we so many observations as 
of Sulph.; it proved useful even when the disease was approach- 
ing to the second stage,, and when Aeon., Bell, and Hellebore 
had been given without effect. It was given in high potencies, 
the 80th, 60th or 1500th. Among the characteristic symptoms 
we do not find the boring with the head, but rather a sinking 
down from heaviness ; sweat on the head with a musk-like 
smell ; changing of the color of the face ; sour smell of the 
mouth. 

The cure was in all cases rapid and progressive. 

The doses as above mentioned were all high potencies. 



VERATRUM. 

CASE 89.— A child, 11 months of age, had on the fifth day 
of illness the following : 

Symptoms. — It lies slumbering upon its back ; eyes half 
closed ; face pale and thin ; it rolled its head violently from 
side to side, with sharp screams ; or bored into the pillow ; 
transient redness of the cheeks ; throwing off the bed-clothes ; 
the head when raised fell down backwards, with convulsive mo- 
tions of the limbs ; the eyes were languid and lifeless, with 
greatly contracted pupils ; the child noticed nothing ; its eyes 
resembled a dull, gliding glass, covered with a thin transparent 
mucus, which dried into hard masses in the corners ; it remained 
in a torpid state even when spoken to loudly ; when it was 
raised up it had several convulsive shocks and inclination to 
vomit. At the beginning of the attack there were frequent 
paroxysms of vomiting and diarrhoea ; the head was hot, the 
body almost copl ; pulse without strength and of diminished 
frequency ; it refused to nurse. 

Treatment and Result. — Verat.-alb. 2., twenty drops in two 
ounces aq. d., a teaspoonful every three hours. At the end of 
twenty-four hours after the patient had received three doses, 
there seemed little chance of life ; but on the fourth day of the 
treatment, the patient having taken the Veratrum regularly, the 
following state of things was present: when called, the child 
cast its eyes to the place where the call came from ; the pupils 
were of natural size, eyes bright and expressive ; the child was 
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awake almost every hour; has taken the mother's breast ; tried 
to hold its head up ; there were thin discharges from the bowels. 
The recovery was soon perfected. — Allg. Horn. Ztg. 19, 38, 
Knorre. 
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General Remarks. — In the irritative stage, says Hart- 
mann, if Bell, is without effect, Zinc, is incomparable in the 
second to third triturations; it should be given every two hours. 
He has never given this medicine in vain, and generally after 
the lapse of twelve to twenty-four hours, the crisis was perfect- 
ly formed. — Dess. Therap. 1, 540. 



GENERAL REVIEW, 

BY RUECKERT. 

The principal remedy was Bell, thirty-seven times. Sulph. 
sixteen times. Aconite fifteen times. Bryon. and Opium three 
times. Arm, Hell., Hyosc. and Strain, twice. Cupr., Digit., 
Iod., Rhus, and Verat. once. Zinc, is recommended. Opium, 
Stram. and Spir.-nitr.-dulc. were frequently used in some epi- 
demics. 

Form of inflammation : 

1. In encephalitis : Bell., Bry., Hyosc. 

2. In inflammation of the meninges : Bell., Bry., Iod., Op., 

Spir.-nitr.-dulc, Stram. 

3. In hydrocephalus-acut. 

a. In the first stage : Aeon. 

b. " second stage : Arm, Bell., Digit., Hell., Rhus., 
Sulph., Verat. 

c. In the third stage : Helleb. 

In order to secure a quick survey of the principal indications, 
■we append the annexed synopsis. 

During and after acute exanthems, such as scarlet fever or 
measles, when inflammation of the brain appeared, Arm, Bell., 
Cupr. — From dentition, Aeon., Cupr. — During febrile catarrh, 
Cupr. — After sun-stroke, Bell. — During and after small pox, 
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Stram. Reports of cases have been contributed by thirty-eight 
physicians. 

Doses. — The strong tincture was only used in a few cases ; 
from the first to the third potencies 35 times, viz. : 5 times in 
drop doses, 14 times in single doses, and 15 times in solution 
and repeated doses. From the fourth to the high potencies 
were used in 58 cases. 24 times but one remedy was given, 10 
times single doses, 7 times in solution, 17 times in high potency 
in repeated doses. Of the cases in which one remedy alone 
proved successful : Aeon, was given in 3 cases. 
Bell. " " "21 " 
Bryon. " " " 1 case. — 25 cases. To 
these we may add the 16 cases treated with Sulph., in which 
Aeon, and Bell, were given without effect ; 16, without regard- 
ing many other cases in which other remedies were given with- 
out effect, thus we have in whole 41 cases cured by one remedy. 
These cases deserve sufficient attention to encourage us to at- 
tempt to cure without a sudden change of remedies. In general 
we may say that 12 children were cured by taking Sulph. Some 
required 16, others 12, others eight doses to effect a cure. 
Among 18 cases : 

In 10 the cure was effected in from 4 to 12 hours. 
" 6 « " « 15 to 24 " 

" 2 " " » 3 to 5 days. 

A complete cure was effected in 30 cases ; 
23 times in from 1 to 5 days. 
6 " 6 to 12 " 

once in 4 weeks. 
Most of the cases, after the dangerous signs had ceased, were 
cured gradually without particular crisis. In 7 cases there was 
a quiet, many hours' lasting sleep; in 5 cases sweat; in 2 cases 
diarrhoea ; in 2 cases boils ; in 2 cases discharge from the ears ; 
in one case a loose cough. 
39 
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Bryon., case 25 ; Calcarea, 
p. 25, 26, 29 ; Camphor, case 
37 ; Carb.-veg., case 41 ; Caus- 
ticum, case 42 ; Hepar-s., case 
55 ; Ignat., case 57 ; Lachesis, 
case 59; Merc, cases 61, 62, 
63, 64; Natrum-m., p. 52, 
cases 68, 71 ; Nux, cases 77, 
78, 80, 81, 86; Phosphor., 
case 88 ; Platina, case 89 ; 
Puis., cases 92, 93, 95, 97, 
98 ; Sepia, p. 78, cases 105, 
106, 110, 111, 112; Silex, p. 

84 ; Spigelia, p. 87, 120 

Corpora-quadrigemina, xiv. 

Corpus Striatiuji, xiv. 

Course of Headache along the 

Sympathetic Nerve xvii. 

Crotalis, in Apoplexy, 250 

Cases treated with ■ ■ • ■ 250 

Creosote, remarks on, in Head- 
aches, 43, 114 

Case 53, 43 

Dose, 43 

Crocus, remarks on, in Headaches. 43, 

115 

Dose, 43 

in Mental Derangements, 348 

Cases treated with, 349 

Cuprum and Plumbum, in Apo- 
plexy, 250-253 

Doses of, . , 253 

Cuprum, in Mental Derangements, 357 

Cases treated with, 357-359 

General remarks, 359 

in Diseases of the Brain, 533 

D. 

Dejection of Spirits, 417 

Delirium Tremens, 310 

Dementia, ... 310 

Depression, treatment of, 41/ 

Despair, 417 

Destructiveness, 419 

Digitalis 537 

Doses, remarks on, in Headaches, vii 
Dulcamara, Case 54, in Head- 
aches, 44 

Dose, 44 



PAGK 

E. 

Erotomania, 309 

treatment of, 309 

Exaltation, treatment of 416 

F. 

False Impressions, treatment of, . . 416 

Ferrum, in Apoplexy, 154 

Fixed Ideas, 417 

Foolish Imaginings, 416 

Form, 419 

Fully developed Tuberculous Me- 
ningitis, 460 ' 

G. 

Gay Monomania, 308 

treatment of, 308, 310 

General review, in Apoplexy, . . 292 to 

297 

in Mental Derangements 416 

in Diseases of the Brain, 578 

Glonoinc, in Apoplexy, .... 253 to 257 

Cases treated with, 255 to 257 

Doses of, 257 

Remarks on, in Headaches, .... 115 

Cases 141 to 147 115 to 117 

Dose, Ibid. 

Gratiola, remarks on, 44, 118 

Dose, 44 

H. 

Hallucinations, in Mental Derange- 
ments, 309 

of Sight, 309 

of Hearing, 310 

of Touch, 310 

of Taste and Smell, 310 

Headache from irritation of eyes 

and Iris, xvii, 18, 74 

Hcllcborus-nigcr, in Mental Derange- 
ments, 359 

General remarks, 360 

in Diseases of the Brain, 543 

Hepar-sulph., remarks on, in Head- 
aches, 45,118 

Cases 55, 56, 45 

in Mental Derangements, 359 

Hope, 419 

Hydatids in the Brain, 494 

Hydriodate of Potash, in Diseases 

of the Brain, 553 

Hydrocephaloid Disease, 475 

Hydrocephalus, on, 483 

Internal, 483 

Chronic, 484 

External, 488 
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Hi/drocianic-acid, in Apoplexy, . . . 260 
Hyosciamus, in Apoplexy, ..2*57 to 260 

Cases treated with, 259 

in Diseases of the Brain, 548 

-Niger, in Mental Derangements, 361 

" General remarks, 361 

" Cases treated with, 363 to 365 

" Review of, 365 

Hypertrophy of the Brain, 479 

Hypochondria, treatment of, .... 318 

I. 

Idiocy, 315 

Plumbum in, 392 

Ignatia, remarks on, in Head- 
aches, 45, us 

Case 59, 46 

Dose, 47 

in Apoplexy, 261 

case treated with, No. 52, 261 

in Mental Derangements, 366 

cases treated with, 367 

Imitativeness, 419 

Inflammation of the Dura-Mater, . 436 

of the Arachnoid, 441 

of the Pia-Mater, 443 

Introduction to Headaches, xi to 

xxviii 

Iodine, 553 

Ipecac., 253 

Iris-versicolor, remarks on, in Head- 
aches, 47 

Dose, 47 

Irritation of the Brain, 427 

K. 

Kleptomimia, 309 

L. 
Lachesis, remarks on, in Head- 
aches, 47, us 

Cases 58, 59, 47 

Dose 48 

in Mental Derangements, 368 

List of Remedies for Headache, . . 1 
Lycopodium, Case 148, in Head- 
aches, 119 

in Mental Derangements, 368 

M. 

Magnet., Case 60, 48 

Magnesia, carb., Case 149, 119 

Mania, 303 

treatment of, 319 

with fury; treatment, 323 

Marvellousness, 419 

Megrim or Megrainc, xviii 

Melancholy, 417 



Melancholy, treatment of, 317 

Menstruarileadaches, Aurum,. 11, 105 

Arnica, 103 

Asarum, 10, 105 

Bell, 106 

Bryon., 22 

Calc.-c, 25 to 28, 110 

Caust., 32, 112 

Cham. 112 

China., 35, 113 

Cocc, 37, 114 

Crocus, 43, 115 

Creosote, 115 

Laehcsis, 119 

Magnes-c, 119 

Natrum, 54, 55 

Nux, 57 

Phos., 122 

Plat., 69, 122 

Puis., 71, 72, 75 

Sepia, 79, 81, 124 to 128 

Spigel., 87, 99 

Sulph., 130 

Verat., 132 

Mercurius, remarks on,. .49 to 52, 119 

Cases 61 to 64, 50 

Dose, 52 

Misanthropy, treatment of, 318 

Monomania, 308 

Morbid Anatomy of Insanity, 306-308 
Mortality in Insanity, 303 

N. 

Narcotics in Mania, 314 

Natrum-m., remarks on, in Head- 
aches, 52, 120 

Cases 65 to 71, 52 to 55 

Dose, 56 

Natural Cures, 561 

Nervous Headaches, i, xii 

Nostalgia, 319 

Nux-moschata, 372 

Nux-vomica, remarks on, in Head- 
aches 50 to 58, 63, 64, 120 

Cases 72 to 86, 58 to 62 

Cases 150 to 152, 120 

Dose, 64 

in Apoplexy, 261-271 

Cases treated with, 264-271 

Doses of, 271 

in Mental Derangements, 369 

General remarks, 369 

Cases treated with, 370 to 372 

O. 
Opium, remarks on, in Headaches, 

65, 66 
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Opium, Cases 86, 87, 65 

Dose, 66 

in Apoplexy, ...... 159, 271 to 274 

Cases treated with, Nos. 67, 68, 

and 71 to 76, 273 to 276 

in Mental Derangements, 373 to 381 

Cases treated with, 379 

in Diseases of the Brain, 565 

P. 
Pain, remarks on, in Headache, . . . viii 

Paralysis, Plumbum in, 392 

Periodical Headaches, xviii 

Agar., 5 

Arsen., 9, 104 

Asar., 10,105 

Aurum, 11 

Bell., 12,13, 14, 106 

Bryon., 21, 22 

Calc, Carb.-v., 31, 111 

China, 35 

Cocc, 37 

Coloc, 41 

Crocus, 43 

Merc, 49, 52 

Natrum-mur., 52, 120 

Nux 57, 58, 59, 60, 63 

Puis., 71, 75 

Sanguinaria, 79 

Sepia, 81, 125, 126 

Spigelia, 86, 89 

Sulphur, 93, 130 

Glonoine, 116 

Magnes. c, 119 

Phos., 122 

Silex, 128 

Petroleum, in Mental Derange- 
ments, 381 

Phosphor., remarks on, in Head- 
aches 67, 121, 122 

Case 88, 67 

Case 153 122 

Dose, 69 

in Apoplexy, 274 to 276 

Cases treated with, Nos. 69, 70.274 

in Mental Derangements, 381 

Platina, remarks on, in Head- 
aches, 69, 122 

Case 89, 69 

Dose, 70 

in Mental Derangements, 382 

Plethora, 151-155 

Plumbum, 386 to 393 

in Delirious forms of Insanity, . . 387 

in Furious, 389 

in Epilepsy 392 

in Idiotcy, 392 



Pulsatilla, remarks on, in Head- 
aches, 70, 74, 75 

Cases 90 to 98, 70 to 73 

Cases 154, 155, 123 

Dose, 76 

in Mental Derangements, 383 

Cases treated with, 383 to 386 

Purgatives, in Mania 313 

Pyromania, 309 

R. 

Recoveries, per-centage of, in Men- 
tal Derangements, 303, 304 

Relapse, liability to, in Mental 

Derangements, 302 

Religious Mania, 309, 410 

treatment of, 323 

Melancholy, 318 

Results of Allopathic treatment, . . 302 

Rheumatic Headaches, xxvii 

Rhus-toxicod., remarks on, in Head- 
aches, 76,123 

Case 99 76 

Cases 156, 157, 124 

Dose, 76 

in Mental Derangements, 393 

in Diseases of the Brain, 568 

S. 

Sad Monomania, 308 

Sanguinaria, remarks on, in Head- 
aches, 77, 124 

Cases 100, 101, 77 

Dose, 77 

Seat of Insanity, 306 

Secale-cornutum, in Mental De- 
rangements, 393 

I Sepia, remarks on, in Headaches, 78, 
79, 82, 83, 124 

Cases 102 to 111, 79 to 82 

Cases 158 to 164, 125 to 128 

Dose, 83, 84 

in Mental Derangements, 394 

Sick Headaches, xi, xii, xx. 96, 74 

Aeon., 102 

Ars. 104 

Arum, lOo 

Aurum, 105 

Carb.-an., HI 

Carb.-v. H2 

Court., H2 

Cocc 113 

Creos., H4 

Lach., H9 

Lycopod., 11" 

Magnes., H9 

Natrum t 120 
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Sick Headaches, Phos., 122 

Rhus, 123 

' Sanguin., 124 

Sepia, 78 

Silex, remarks on, in Headaches, . 

84, 128 

Cases 113, 165, 84, 128 

Dose, 85 

Softening of the Brain, 277 to 291, 315 

Inflammatory, 27'J 

Chronic, <fec. 282 

Yellow, ... 283 

Red, 281 

White, 284 

Treatment of, 285 

Arsenicum in, 285 

Nuxm, 263,287 

Ferritm in, 287 

Plumbum in, 288 

Iodide of Baryta in, 288 

Agaricus in, 288 

Opium in, 288 

Sympathetic treatment of, 288 

Special Indication of Disease of the 

Brain, 580 

Spigelia, remarks on, in Head- 
aches, 85, 86, 89, 90, 129 

Cases, in Headaches, 114 to 120, 

86 to 88 
Dose,.. 90 

Staphysagria, in Headaches, Case 

120, 89 

Case 166, 129 

Statistics of Cures of Headache, ix 

of Insanity, (Allopathic,) . . 298-308 

(Homoeopathic,) 324, 325 

Stramonium, in Mental Derange- 
ments, 394 to 404 

General remarks, 394 

Cases treated in, 398-403 

Review f, 403 

in Diseases of the Brain, 570 

Styptics 162, 297 
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Suicidal Monomania 309, 319 

Treatment of, 809, 828 

Suicide, Inclination to, 419 

Sulphur, remarks on, in Head- 
aches 90, L30 

Cases 121 to 126, 91,92 

( !ases 167, 168, 169, 130 

Dose, 98 

in Mental Derangements, 404 

in Diseases of the Brain, 575 

T. 

Thickening of Dura-Mater, treat- 
ment of, 316 

Thuja, remarks on, in Headaches. 

93, 94 

Dose, 94 

Tabaccum, in Mental Derange- 
ments, 405 

Tonics and Stimulants in Mania,. 316 

Tubercular Meningitis, 450 

Tubercle, 453 

Tuberculous Blood, 455 

Dyscrasia, 455 

" Dietetic treatment of, 455 

Indigestion, 458 

Tubercles of the Brain, 496 

V. 

Veralrum, remarks on, in Head- 
aches, 95, 131 

Dose, 95 

Veratrum-album, in Mental De- 
rangements, 405 

Cases treated with, 405 to 409 

Diseases of the Brain, 577 

Z. 

Zincum, Case 127, in Headaches,. 95 

Dose, 96 

in Mental Derangements, 409 

in Diseases of the Brain, 578 
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